B xomHare, roe xun E Tao, KOHOUIIMOHED He OBII HACTPOEH Ha CIUIIKOM HU3KYIO TEMIIEPATYPY, U B
cnajbHe OBIIO HEMHOTO KapKoBaTo s Yxkoy Li3wisaus. [Tocne mayia oH He Hagen pybauky, u E
Tao, mazxe He BCMaTPUBAsCh, 3HAJ, YTO BU[ OBIT BIEUATISIOMUM. YK0y LI3BIISTHE OBIT BHICOKUM U
CTPOMHEBIM, C ITPOTIOPIIMOHAIEHOM MYCKYJIaTypoii, 0COOEHHO BHIIENSAIUACH TMHUU ero XkuBoTa. CreBa
BHHU3Y KUBOTA OblNIa BRITAaTyHpPOBaHa JI0TOC. BriepBhie yBupeB 31o, E Tao 6v1 yausneH. EMy Ka3anocs,
YTO TaTyUPOBKa KakK-TO He BsIXKeTcd ¢ o0pa3oM Yxkoy L[3biisHs. JIOTOC, KOTOPHIM [OMKEH OBITh «HE
3aMsATHAHHLIM I'PSI3bI0 ¥ He TOJBIACTHRIM UCKYIIIEHUSM», Ha €ro Tejie ObLI BHIITOTHEH B HaChIIIEHHBIX
TOHAaX, IPKUM U HEMHOTr0 MUCTAYeCKUU. [1o3ke E Tao BHUMaTeIbHO pacCMOTPEN TaTyUPOBKY U
3aMeTHJI, YTO IO TOJICTHIM, 00 beMHBLIM CTebJIeM JI0TOCa CKPHIBAJICS mpaM. Kak OH MOsSBUIICS, OBIIIO
HEW3BECTHO, HO BUOHO, YTO 3TO He JIerKas IlapalnHa.

— Isigs, ecnu y Tebs eCTh fella, UK, He HYKHO CIIaTh CO MHOM, — cKa3an E Tao, 3acTeruBas
IHXKaMy.

— Cnu, — Yxkoy LI3bIIHb TIEPBEIM JIET Ha KPOBaTh. — YTPO OBIJIO HACHIIIIEHHEIM, 5 TOXKE X004y
OTIOXHYTb.

E Tao ner psimoMm ¢ Yxoy Li3sisaaeM. Ha camoM fiesie OH He ObII 04€Hb COHHBIM, HO €T0 HEIHEIlIHee
TeJi0 OBICTPO ycTaBasio. HeCKOIbKO 4acoB B MallliHe YTOMIISTIA ero 60Jbllle, YeM YTPeHHS pa3fada
JINCTOBOK BO BPeMS CTy[eH4YeCKOM nogpadoTku. Bckope 0H 3acHyI.

HewusBecTHO, CKOIBKO BpeMeHH Ipoiiyio, Ho E Tao BOPYT OYYBCTBOBA TSAXKECTh Ha IpyAu. OTKPHIB
r71a3a, OH YBUMEJ IYIIUCTHIE XBOCT, KOTOPBIM HE MTPOCTO BUIISIT, @ SIBHO OBbITT B HAMIPSKEHUH.

E Tao cpa3dy IOHSAJ, 4YTO YTO-TO He TakK, U MOIKITAJICS OCTAHOBUTH KOTA, IPOTSHYB PYKY, HO Bao6ao
6s11 cnuikoM OvicTp. EnBa E Tao OTKPEIT POT, KOT MPHITHYJI, €ro TuOKoe TeJlo PacTSHYI0Ch B
BO3[yXe U IIpU3eMJIUIOCh NpsaAMo Ha nulo E Tao, Bce yeTwpe allKy KPENKO BIEIUINCEH B €r0 TOJI0BY.
9TO BHITJIAMENIO KaK CTpaHHas Macka. E Tao, He ycneB 3aKpHITh POT, HArJIOTAJICA KOIIauybey LIEPCTU
U TIocIenni cOPOCUTh BUHOBHUKA, CEB Ha KPOBaTH.

BaOGaO IIPBITHYJI B CTOPOHY, BUJIAA XBOCTOM:
— M;{y~
E Tao He paccepaouics, MTUIIb C yHBIGKOfI IIOKayaJl I'0JIOBOM:

— Cxonbko pa3 yxke? [lymaels, s He MOry ¢ ToOou cupaBuThca? He neperubait nanky. Ecnu emre pa3
nonpoOyelb TaK MCTUTh, 1 T€0sI KaCTPUPYIO.

Bao6ao He ucmyrascs, BHTSIHYI 1I€l0 U 3aMAyKaJsl, CJIOBHO CIIOPSI.

B gBeph cnanmbHY, KOTOpas OblyIa IPUOTKPEITA, TocTy4anu. Cs0 YsH CTOST 3a ABEPHIO:
— Mornopoii TOCIIOANH, BH YK€ BCTalu?

— Bcran, — E Tao cnerka xjmonHyn bao6ao mo rosoBe ¥ HallpaBUICS B BAHHYIO.

Csto YaH BoIllen B CIaJIbHIO, YBUAEN, Kak bao0ao CMOTPUT Ha HETO, ¥ KECTOM, HallOMUHAIOIITIM
nepepe3aHue ropja, npenynpenun ero. [Iomymas, 4TO 3TO HEIIPABUIILHO, OH CHieNia XKecT,
MMHUTHUPYIOIIKN KaCTPAIKIo, ¥ 3agyMalcs, II0YeMy MOJIOAOW IOCIIOOUH YIIOTPEOUII CJI0BO «MECTh»?

Korpga E Tao Beimien u3 BaHHo#, Cs10 UsH yxke yHec bao6ao. Ha mpukpoBaTHOM TyMOOUKEe CTOSITI
CTakKaH TeIJION BOIEL, a Ha CKaMelKe y KPOBaTH JieXasla OfexXpa s IPOryJoK. [IBeps Mo-IIPexXHEMY



Oblna MPUOTKPHITA, U Cs10 U3H, yCBIIAB ATk, CIIPOCHUIT:
— JIHeM OyzmeT KOHHOE IOy, XOTUTE TI0OCMOTPETh?

— A rme moit gsapsa? — crapocun E Tao.

— OH c roctioguHoM Jlo Ha mosne amns romabda.

9TOT UnmoapoM OBII TOBOJILHO OOIBIIKMM, TOMUMO KOHHBIX IIJIOIIAM0K, 3[IeChk ObIIM 1oJIe OIS ToNbda,
OacceliH, TEeHHUCHBIE KOPTHI, @ TaKxXKe pectopaH u 6ap. Jlo [IyH u Yxkoy LI3bIISH JOTOBOPUIIUCE
CHITPaTh B ronb® gHeM, U Yxkoy LI3bIIAHD yXKe yIIer.

— [lonsan, ugu, pa3snekancs. Ecau 4To, g M0O30BY.

Csto UsH, Oyoydu MOJIOTIEIM, C PAIOCTIO COTJIACHUIICS H, MOM/S [0 ABePH, BOPYT MOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO
3a0b171, ¥ ocTaBul Baobao.

Bao6ao cepauTo MSYKHYT U IPHITHYJI K Py4YKe ABEPH, HO, YCIIBIIIAB ATy 03a¥, OCTAHOBUIICS U
o0epHYyIICS.

E Tao nomanun ero:
— Wpu croma, HaM HYKHO IIOTOBOPUTE.
Bao6ao ycTaBuiICS Ha HEro KPyriasIMU I'Jla3aMu, HO He IBUHYJICS C MeCTa.

E Tao mocTan u3 X0J0guIbHUKA 0aHKY OXJIaXKIeHHOT0 COKA, HaIuI HEMHOTO B OJIIO/Ie U II0Ka3al
Baobao:

— IaBaii, FOHbCH, HEKOTOPHIE BEIIM HYKHO 0OCYIUTE.
Bao6ao B3gporuyI, ero rjiasa OKpPyrjiuauch, CJIOBHO OH 3aCTHUI B BO3MYXE.

9TO UMs, IPOU3HECEHHOE TaK JIETKO, He OBIJI0 ITPOBEPKOM. ITO OBIZIO COBCEM HE TaK, KaK PaHbIIIE,
korma E Tao meITancs ynoBUTh €0 peakinio. Teneps OH pemus OBITh OTKPOBEHHEIM.

Yesi0BeK ¥ KOT CMOTpPEJIN APYT Ha Opyra, CJIOBHO B IPOTUBOCTOAHUM. [IPOIII0 HEKOTOPOE BpEMH,
npexne yeM baob6ao HaKOHeI] IBUHYJICS, HO OH BCe ellle Konebancs, fefas maru U 0OCTaHaBIUBasCh.
PaccTosiHVE B HECKOJIBKO METPOB 3aHSAJIO Y HETr0 IIOUYTHU MUHYTY.

Haxkoner bao6ao ocranoBuicst B MeTpe oT E Tao, HaCTOPOKEHHO TSI Ha Hero. XOTs KOIIKKA CaMU
1o cebe ocTopoxkHb, bao6ao HUKOT{a paHblIle He IPOSIBIISAI TAKOU SBHOM HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH 110
otHomeHuio K E Tao. E Tao He GBI I'NIyIIBIM Y€JI0BEKOM U, HEMHOTO TIOAYMaB, [TOHSJI, YTO Ha yMe Y
KOTa.

— 91 He ceromHsI Haydas IOM03peBaTh TBOIO TUYHOCTh. Eciiu Okl 5T ObIT 4eJTOBEKOM, KOTOPHIN HIIET
BBITOJy, THI, MaJIeHbKUI, KTO MOXKET MHe TIOMeIllaTh, y2Ke Obl1 Obl ycTpaHeH. ['oBops rpy6o, yOuiicTBO
Te0sI He CUurMTaeTcs yOMKWCTBOM YeJloBeKa, ¥ 3a 3TO He HeCYT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH. 3aueM MHe OBII0 OBl
TaK OCTOPOKHO MTPOBEPSITH TBOIO IMYHOCTH Mepef] TeM, KakK fAeicTBoBaTh? — E Tao momogBuHy
omonie K bao6ao, mpemiaras emy cecTb. — CaflCh, 5T MPOCTO XOYY ITOTOBOPHUTS.

— Msty! — Bao6ao, Ka3anoch, pa303/IMIICS OT 9TUX CJIOB, MONHSII JIATIKy, CJIOBHO yrpoxas: «Eciu eie
pa3 Tak CKaxkellb, 5 Tebe MOpAy mollapamna!»



Kako# Kanpu3Hbili ManeHbKUM rocrnoauH. E Tao, cmesich 1 B3Opixasi, BCTAJl C KPecia U cel Ha KOBep
nepen CTOJIOM, IIOCTy4aB I10 HEMY:

— Capuch ctofa, YToOH HE «CMOTPETh Ha MEHS CHU3Y BBEPX».

HeusBecTHO, To mu Bao6ao Obln 13 TeX, KTO MOAABaJICS Ha JIaCcKy, a He Ha yTPO3Hl, TO JIK CJioBa E
Tao ycrokoumu ero, Ho KOT, TIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO, JIETKO IMPHITHYI Ha CTOJI.

E Tao cnerka YHBI6HYJ'ICH, €ro JUI0, 0OLIYHO CTporoe, CTtajao Miar4ge:

— JlaBa¥ HauHeM c npefcTaBieHus. Mens 30ByT E Tao, E kak nuct, Tao kak BonHa. [0 aBapuu Mos
JKU3Hb OblJTa O0BIYHOM ¥ HUYEM He IIpuMedaTe/lbHON. TOT HeCYacTHBIN Cllydaid, KOTOPHIY TaK CUJIBHO
HU3MEHUJI TBOIO XKM3Hb, CTAJT © MOUM CAMBIM OOJIBIIUM IIEPETTOMOM.

Bao6ao Mo4ari, JIUIb cjaerka JPOTHYJ KOHYHK ero yxa, Korga E Tao ymoMsiHyT aBapHio.

— §1 He 3HAI0, TIOYEMY 3TO IIPOU3OIIIO0, HO, Pa3 YK 3TO CIIYYUIIOCH C HaMH, S MOTY IIOHSTH TBOH
YyBCTBa. BumeTs, Kak KTO-TO 4yKO¥ 3aHUMaeT TBOE MECTO, — 3TO TO, C YeM HUKTO HEe MOXKET
CMUPHTHCS CIIOKOMHO. YyBCTBOBaTh Cce0s1 HeCIIpaBe[IMBO — 3TO eCTeCTBEHHO. Ho 51 BCe &Ke COBeTyIo
Tebe IPUHSATD U afallTUPOBATLCS K CUTyalluy, II0Ka MEI He B CHJIaX 4TO-TO u3MeHUTh. — E Tao
TIOTJIafUTI YITUCTYIO roN0BKY Bao6ao, ero ABUKeHUs OBUIM MATKUMU U HEXKHBIMH, CJIOBHO OH
ycnokauBal pefeHKa. — A 0 CIIpaBe[IMBOCTH IIOCTapaics He IyMaTh, KHA4e Thl TOJIBKO Oymelb
MYYUTh ceO.

Bao6ao cMOTpes Ha Tej0, KOTOpoe KOTHa-TO IPUHA/Iekajl0 eMy, BCTIOMUHAS CBOIO ITPEXKHION KU3Hb,
POMHBIX, KOTOPEIE ero mobumu. YyBcTBa 0OUILI U COXKANIeHUsI, KOTOPEIE OH CTAPAJICs MOOaBUTh,
TIOCTEIIEHHO BHIPHIBAINCh HAPYXKY.

— He rpyctu. Bo BceM ecTh CBOM IUTIOCHL 1 MUHYCHL. [T0CMOTpPH Ha 3TO C APYTO¥M CTOPOHEI: THI TPOBEJT
Ooree mecsiTH JIeT B 3TOM cj1a00M TeJle, IPUHUMAJT CTOJIBKO JIEKAPCTB, CTOJIBKO CTPaal, KUTb OBIIO0
Heserko. — E Tao GoJIbIIMM asblleM OCTOPOXKHO BHITEP CIe3bl C KOIIaYbel MOPIOYKY, KOTOpas He
MOTJIa BEIPA3UTh CIMIIKOM MHOTO 9MOITHH. — Temneps TH ONKH, U TBOS XKU3Hb KOPOYe, YeM Y
YeJI0BeKa, HO TTOKa THI KUB, T 3MOPOB. M 51 myMato, TH IOHUMaelllb, KakK 9TO IIeHHO.

BupuMmo, CIUIIIKOM [IOIT0 CAepKrBaeMble 9MOLIMK He M03BoauiIu baobao nmepecrtaTh nnakath. Ero
KPYTJIblE TJ1a3a, CJIOBHO HE3aKPhIThIE LIUTIO3HI, JINJIA BCe OOJIbIle Ce3, MOKPhIM HOCUK ITOfiparuBall, a
IIePCTh HA MOPMIOYKE CTasla BJIAXKHOM.

Bup nmagyiero KoTeHKa OoJIKeH OblI OBITh CTPAHHBIM U flaXke CMeITHbBM, HO E Tao He uyBCcTBOBa
aroro. [Teyans baoOao 3amena ero. HesaBucuMo oT HaMepeHu#, GakT ocTaBajcs (GAKTOM: OH 3aHSIT
TEeJI0 3TOro pebeHKa, MOIyYuI BCe, YTO IpuHaaaexasno Yxkoy KOHbCH, a HACTOSIIUN MOJIOHOM
TOCIIOOUH CTaJ KOTOM, KOTOPHIY Hazke He MOT I10XKaJT0BaThCH.

y dBTOPaA €CThk KOE-4TO CKa3aTh:

Ham manenskuit E BCE ke uMeeT MATKYI0 cTOpoHY~ ([JoJV[)[Jo
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