B noxkosx gBopiia He Ov110 HU Ay, OH OOJITO CMOTPEN Ha JiefisiHOM rpob mepeq co0oii, Tpexae YeM,
HaKOHeI[, Me[IJIEHHO OIYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIeHH, IPHUXKABIIKCh BCEM TEJIOM K XOJIOOHOM IOBEPXHOCTHU. ET0
TIaJIbIILI OCTOPOKHO Kacaluch rpoba, CIIOBHO IBITAsSICh IIOYYBCTBOBATh TO, YTO YK€ HABCET A VIIIO.

B ero ria3ax yuTanoch HEeBEePOsATHOE U3YMJIEHUE U FJ'IY6OKa$I, Pa3preiBaOiiada cepaie CKOp6b. B
THUIIXMHE ITYCTOI'O 3aJjla 3TO YyBCTBO MENJIEHHO, HO HEOTBPATHMO IIPEBPAIlajioCh B 6e3MoJIBHOE
OT4HasiHHuE.

OH BIEPBHIE YBHUET 3TOT0 YeJI0OBEKa, KOryia eMy OBIIIO BCETO CeMb JIET.

Iaxke B caMOM CJIOKHOM M 3allyTAaHHOM MHUPE OBOPILIOBLIX UHTPUT, THE HETH B3POCIIETH CITUIIKOM
PaHo, OHM TOTHA OBIIM BCETO JIUIIL HeThMH.

Tpexnetuuit AsHb ObIT MaJIEHBKUM U MUJIBIM, C IIYXJIBIMM II€YKAMHU U KPOIIEYHBIMHU PYYKaMHU U
HOXKaMmu. OH IIOXOOUJI Ha MaJleHbKUAU KOMOY€K, TaKOUW MUJIBIM, YTO €r0 XOTEJIOCh B34Th Ha PYKH,
IIpuIackaTh, TOIEJI0OBATh U CIIyIIaTh, KaK OH CJIaJKUM I'0JIOCKOM Ha3hIBAET €ro «CTapIiuM OpaToM». B
TOT MOMEHT OH ITI0YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO, AepKa 3TOTO MaJsiblllla B pyKaX, OH CJIOBHO 00pej BeCh MUP.

C nosiBnenueM AsiHSI Bce IIpexXHHNe OJUHOYECTBO U XO0JIOO B €I0 2KU3HU IIepeCTalii HMETh 3Ha4YEeHHE.

ViMmepaTop, CTOSIBIINI Ha KOJIEHSX y Tpoba, IpuKacs 100M K JIedsTHON TOBEPXHOCTH, €T0 MaJIbIIbl
HETIPOU3BOJILHO CXKAJIUCh.

Korpa xe 0H BIiepBBIe OCO3HAJ, UTO €I'0 YyBCTBA K ASHIO BBHILIJIA 38 PAaMKU JO3BOJIEHHOI'0?
HaBepHoe, KOorfa OHY CTald CTapIIe.

B TpuHaOmaTh €T, B JeHb POXKOEHUS uMIepaTpulibl Csi0, coOpPaIoCch MHOKECTBO CBIHOBEH 3HATHBIX
ceMel. B ogHOM 13 YKPOMHBIX KOMHAT [ABOpLA 4BO€E AEeTel, OOUH 3a APYTUM, CIPATaIUCh TaM.
Mnapmui chiH KaHIiyiepa Cs0, IpUMepHO TOTO XKe BO3pacTa, YTO U AsiHb, BOCIIOJIb30BABIIINCH
OTCYTCTBHUEM B3POCIIBIX, CTaJl U3[eBaThCs HAJ HUM.

OH cny4yailHO CTaJl CBUIETENIEM 3TOT0 U, He COEPKaBIINCh, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO OBLI cTapime, cOuI
o0uaYMKa C HOT ¥ YOAPHII eT0 HECKOJIBKO pas.

ManbuuK, MOAHSBILKCH C 110JIa, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOH yOexkaTh, GpOCHUI Ha 3eMJII0 KaKON-TO IIPeAMEeT U
BBIHIBAIOIIE 3aKPUYaIT:

— TwI 3Haeb, rae Thl HaXomuInbesa? Ha 3eMIIsIX Moel TeTKU Thl OCMeINBaeIlbCs 00uXKaTh MeHs?
oKaxy Tebe, KaK 3TO gefaTh!

[Tocre 3TOT0 OH C TPOMKHUM IITayeM yOexai.

[To3xke OH y3HAJ, YTO MaJbYUK pa30uI peKylo XKeMUyKUHY, IogapeHHyI0 [ToclaHHuKaMu LlapcTBa
11351H, KOTOpas MOTJla COXpPaHATh KPacoTy.

Korga ToT ManbyukK myOGIUYHO JITa, OH XOTEeJI BO3Pa3uTh, HO, BCTPETUB B3TJIA UMIiepaTpulibl Csio,
OTKa3aJICd OT 9TOM MBLIC/IM U B3$JI BUHY Ha Ce0s1, TOTHOCThIO 3aIIATUB ASHS.

3a 3TO OH 3amIaTujl KPOBEIO.

VimmepaTpuiia Csi0, 0OBUHUB €T0 B HEITPABUILHOM BOCIIMTAHUH, ITPHKa3aia Ha CIIeAyIOMINii TeHb
Ka3HUTh €T0 HIHBKY.



HWMeHHO TOTrIa OH BIIEPBEIE ACHO OCO3HAJI, 4YTO BJIACTE, KOTOpOfI o6na;[ana HMIIEpaTpUulla Cs0, morma
peniaTs KNU3Hb U CMEPTh JII0fe OOHUM CJIOBOM.

A nmmnepaTtpuiia Cso Oblya HAaCTOSIIEN X03IUKOM IBOpIIa.

B mensb CMEPTH HAHBKU IIEJI CHUJIBHBIM OOXKIb. On BEPHYJICA BO OBODPEN U, I'IO,'[[aBJ'[eHHbII‘/JI, CTOsAJI Ha
KOJIeHAX IO OO2KIOEM B CBOEM OBODE. ASIHB BCe 3TO BpeMs CTOAII PAOOM, IIJia4da U YMOJISAA €T0 He
IIe49aJInThCA.

OH Kpemnko o0HsT AsHS IO HOXKaeM, HO B Oyle gyMas, 4To 00bllle HUKOTMa He IMOTepsieT ero.

X0Ts OH yXe OBIIT IIOAPOCTKOM, €Tr0 HE HHTEPECOBAJIX KPACUBEIE CITY2KaHKHW OBOPIA UJIX OEBYIIKU U3
3HATHHIX ceMel. OH YYBCTBOBAJI, 9YTO 00JIbIIIE BCETO Ha CBETE €My OOpOor TOJIBKO AsHBE.

Ho TOMpKO B TOT MOMEHT OH IIOHSJI, YTO mo0UT ASHS Tak CHJIBHO, 4YTO XO04eT, YTOOBI TOT OCTAJICS C
HUM HaBcerga. OH He X0Tell, YTOOBI ASIHDB BEIPOC, 2K€HHUJICS, OH XOTEIJI, YTOOBI OHHU BCerga OBLITH
BMeCTe.

AsHB CUKTal €ro CTapHIIinM 6paTOM, HO er0 9yBCTBa4, BEPOsTHO, OBLITH OPYIuUMHA.

Oco3HaB CBOM YYBCTBA, OH caM UCIyTaics. Begb AsHb ObUT Tak Majl. OH MMOHKMaJ, YTO 3TO
HEeIIPaBUJIbHO, HO He MOT ce0st KOHTPOJIUPOBATh.

Teno umnepaTopa, mpuxKaToe K rpody, Claerka gpoxaro.
OH TIOCTEIEeHHO MOHSIJI, YTO HEKOTOPHIE BEIM HEJIh3s YIYCKATh.
CmMepTh ero Tr00UMOY HATOKHUIE U9Hb YCKOPHIIA €r0 XKeJlaHue 3aHATh TPOH.

C 9ToM 1Ie/IbI0 OH PEIIU XKeHUThCS Ha Mucc ®an u3 moMma LI3uHT0, 4TOOK OKOHYATEIFHO Pa30PBaTh
BCe CBSI3U C AsSHeM.

Torpa oH mopmyMar, 4To Tak OymeT nydiie. Bemb MeXay HUMU BCe paBHO He ObLIO OyAyILero.

B HOYb cBafbOBI TTOITIENT CUIBHBIN CHeT. Ha crenyromuil jeHb OH HE0OCO3HAaHHO 0Ka3aJiCsl B CBOEM
crapoM faBope. ITox cTapeiM JepeBOM alnbOULIMK OH YBUMEI ASHS, CTOSIIEr0 TaM. TOT He YOUBUIICS
€ro TIOSIBJIEHUIO, JIUIIL CJIerKa YIbIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— YeTBepTHIii OpaT, TOCMOTPH, CHET UMET.
OH mopo1es, IOMOJT4all HeKOTOPOe BpeMs ¥ IIPOTSHYJI eMy IIJIaTOK U3 IIeKa:

— 3TO0 TO, YTO OCTaBUJIa MHE HaJoxKHUIIa Y3Hb. OHa CKa3aa, 9YTO 3TO €€ BHIIKMBKA BPEMEH €€
meBuudecTBa. OCTaBb 3TO KaK aMATh.

970 OblNTa eIUHCTBEHHAS Belllb, OCTABINASICS OT HAJTOXKHUIIH U9Hb.

AsIHB, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, HE MPOSBUIT SMOLIKH, JIUIIE IIYCTEIM B3TJISIHOM IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hebo:
— JT0 Oyt TOro, 4TOOH Pa30pPBaTh CBS3b.

OH HMYero He CKa3aj, ORICTPO PA3BEPHYJICS U yIIeT.

CnoBHO G0BINE HE B CHJIaX COEepPXKHNBATLCA, Ha ITIOBEPXHOCTHU rp06a IIOABUIIMCE KaIlJIK BOJBI, KOTOPEIE



Me[JIeHHO pacTeKaluch, He u3faBas HU 3BYyKa.
Ho on HuKOTOa He X0Tel, 4TOOH ASHb yMep!
OH Tak X0TeJ, 4TOOL ASHE XUJI CYaCTIIUBO!

OH myMmain, 4To, CONMM3UBIINCE C UMIepaTpullei Cso, ;KeHUBIINUCh Ha foyepyu L[3WHTO, TomaMu Befist
OTKPHITHIE U CKPHIThIE UHTPUTH, OH XOTEJI JIUIITh OMHOT'0 — 3AIIUTUTEL ASHS, YTOOB TOT MOT XKHUTh
CIIOKOWHO, He HeCsd OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU 3a €Tr0 STOMCTUYHLIE U HEIIpaBUJIbHEIE UYBCTBA, YAAIUTHCS OT
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CTOJIUIIBI, 2KEHUTHCS, 3aBECTU OEeTel U MPOKUTH CHACTIUBYIO KU3Hb.

A BClo HEeHaBUCThL AgHS OH OLI B3I Ha cels.

Bynb TO HEHAaBUCTD K HANOXHHUIE Y3Hb UM HEIIOKOJIEOMMOCTD BJIaCTH, OH PAHO MITH MTO3THO
pacmpaBuics Ovl ¢ K1aHoM Csio.

Ho nmouemy AsiHp He MOT ITOA0XKIaTh!
3a4yeM OH Tak ero mone!

3aueM OH ymep!

Kak oH MOT yMepeTs...

YernoBek, nexkaBUIui Ha rpoby, HAKOHeI] MeIJIEHHO IIOTHSIJICS, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHUB, YTO PSAOM C HUM
HaXOSTCS BEILIU ITOKOWHOT0. ETo gpoxkainue manblbl OTKPBIIXA IPOCTYIO JEPEBSIHHYIO IIKATYIKY, U3
KOTOPOM OH HOCTa IINTaTOK.

B uctopuueckux xpoHukax uMmiepaTtop FOit UsH, KOTOPHIH ObIT FPO3HEIM U PEIITUTETLHBIM
IIpaBUTEJIEM, BCIO XKM3Hb CKPHIBAJI CBOM 3MOIMY U YyBCTBA. JIWIIb HEMHOTHE MOTJIA IIOHSTH €r0
VMCTUHHBIE MBICJIM, U HUKTO HE OCMEJIMBAJICS IBITAaThCS yragaTh ero HaMmepeHus. Bo3M0XKHO, TOIBKO B
3TOT MOMEHT OH IIPOSBUJ TaKylo C/1aboCTk.

OTOT MIAaTOK OBUT TEM CaMBIM, KOTOPHIN OH Mepefas ASHIO TPHHAIIAT JIeT Ha3afl IO JepPeBOM
QILOUITHH,

OH pa3BepHYJI IJIATOK, ¥ €ro B3TJIs[ BHE3aIIHO 3aCTHUL B ero ria3ax BCIBIXHYJA SPOCTh, HOgoOHAs
KPOBH.

[Tox n3obpaxkeHreM HaleKuxX rop ¥ COCeH Oblyia BEIIIMTA CTPOKA, HAlMCaHHAs KPOBBIO:
«Ha rope ecTb IepeBbs, Ha IEPEBbSIX €CTh BETBU.
To, 4TO & XKeJal, HeJOCTHUXKKUMO, X 3TO CTAaHEeT BEeUHEIM COXKaJIeHUEeM».

[TnaToK yman Ha IT0JI, a MyXKYKHa, CTOSIBIINY ITepeq rpo6oM, CMOTPesI Ha 3HAKOMOe JIMIIO, 3aCTHIBIIEe
BO JIbY, C BHIpAXKeHMEM, CMeIIlaHHEIM U3 cJie3 U cMexa. OH XPHUIITIO0 TIOBTOPSIIT HMSI:

— ASHB.
...TI0OKa ero rojioc He COpPBasCH.

Ecnu AyIlla MOXKET YYBCTBOBATH, TO JaXKe B IIAPCTBE MEPTBEIX OHA HE 3a6yx[eT.



BHe3anHo OH yBH[eJ, KaK MHOTO JIeT Ha3al I0HOIIA IIeJI 110 CHETY, CTOS II0f ePeBOM albOuLINHU, ero
7U1I0 OBLIO Pa3MBITHIM, HO PeanbHEIM. OH YIIBIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— YeTBepThii OpaT, CHET UOET.

T'opopn Xyati 6611 Onuxkanimum K LapcTtBy L[3sgH ropopmom B Llapctse HO#i. PacmonoxkeHHBIN Y MOPS, OH
CJIaBUJICSI CBOMM Pa3BUTHIM CyIOXOACTBOM U OBLI U3BECTEH KaK «MOpCKOU TOpon».

[Tpucrans ropona Xyai Bcerga Oblyla OKpyKeHa Bofou, royny0o, Kak He6o, a Boau FOPU30HT
Ka3aJics 0ecKpaHUM.

Brnaromaps akTUBHOM MOPCKOU TOProOBJie, TOPOL Xyay [0 YPOBHIO IIPOLBETAHUS HE yCTynasl
cocenueMy ropony HOHb. CeMbs ['y Briapmena 3mech MHOXKECTBOM IPEANPUATUY, U UMEHHO 31ech ['y
Xyauii IJIaHUPOBaJl pa3BUBaTh CBOU JeJla.

B aToT MOMeHT, B noMe cembu ['y B ropofe Xyait, ['y Xyaiitoit qucTan nony4eHHble JOHECEHUS, U eT0
ceprle Bce O0Jbllle CKUMAJIOCh OT TPEBOTHU. B ero riasax He OBUIO HUYEro, KpOMe Mpaka.

Bce ellle HET HOBOCTEM.
L35, roe xe TH cetyac? Kyma MHe uckaTh Te0s?

TpeBora B cepptle ['y Xyailtoss CTaHOBHUIIAaCh BCe CUIIbHEE C KaXKOhIM JHeM. HOTHa OH maxke myMal ¢
OTYasTHUEM, YTO, eCJIM Celiyac HeT HOBOCTEH, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO BCe XKe XOPOIINH 3HaK.

qume, YeM YCIIbIIIATh HACTOAIOYIO TPATNYECKYIO BECTh.
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