3u FO#tuyaHb HaKJIOHUI TOJIOBY, YTOOB 130€3KaTh 9TOT0 JIETKOTO IIIEKOTINUBOTO OIIYIIEHUS.
— Csouum, He IIanu, — C OOJIed CMUPEHUS.

KoT€HOK, BU[S, UTO ero He IIyCKAa0T, Hayasl Tu3aTh BHU3 110 AJINHHOM U U3AIIHOM IIee, TOYTH JOUAS
no kmouniisl. 113u FOiuyaHs 3aKphII I1a3a, IIy00Ko B3[OXHYII U CeJl, OMHOM PYKOM CXBaTUB 3TOTO
I1aJI0BJINBOTO KOTEHKA 3a 3arpUBOK. JIMIIEHHEIN TETIRIX O0BATHM U IPUATHOTO 3amaxa, Cgouu Havan
OecrnopsiIOYHO MaxXaTh JlallaMy B BO3[IyXe, ero rojy0rle ra3a Cy3UJIUCh C JIETKOM 3JI0CTHIO, @ YChI
TOpPYaJ/Iu B Pa3Hble CTOPOHEI, BpeMsI OT BpeMeHU IToKa3kiBast 3yOnl 13u FOituyaHio.

— Csio1y, He TUXKK MeHs, OHs? Th BOOOIIle TOHKMAEIIh, YTO 5 TOBOPI0, CsoI1u?
KoTEHOK MmpofIoKal MaxXaTh JlallaMy B BO3Ayxe, 37I00HO risamas Ha LI3u 0niuyaHs.

[To noruke, u-3Beph JOJIKEH OBITT YMEPETh Yepe3 TPU [HS II0CJIE CHITHUS IedYaTH, HO B TOT MOMEHT
HacTosiui CsI0UM CTy4daiHo BOLIEN BHYTPh U OBLT YKYILEH U-3BepeM. BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a TOTO 4YTO
CJIIOHA M-3BepSI IoTIajia B ero TeJlo, OHO CTasio 3BepUHbIM. Ha 3TOT pa3 u3-3a paHeHus Cs01u He CMOT
COXPaHUTh YeJI0BeYeCKYIo (OpMy U IIPEBPATUIICS B CBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTE.

[13u HOiiuyaHb He 03KU[AJI, YTO U-3BEPb OKAXKETCS KOTOM, [Ia eIllé U ero JIo0MuMOit ITOPOIbl —
II0JIOCATHIM KOTOM. OTH OJyXOTBOPEHHEIE VIIIH, 30JI0TUCTEIE 3arafilouHkbIe T'1a3a, IUPOKO PAaCKPHITHE
3payku U OTMEeTHHA B (opMe OYKBE «M» Ha 10y IOJTHOCTHI0 COOTBETCTBOBAJIM €T0 3CTETUYECKUM
npegnouyTeHusIM. [Jo6aBbTe K 9TOMY MATKYI0 Oesyio IepcTh Ha Mog00pogKe U XKUBOTe, U L3u
Oiiuyans cpa3y xe CMATYUICS.

Hy uto nogenats! 1I3u FOiiuyans mocapui mpeBpaTUBIIErocs B u-3Beps Csoiu cebe Ha nnedo. [1ycThb
JINXKET, Kyaa Xouyer!

— KoTsl m106aT pri0y? — y Bxofa B memlepy LI3u FOiuyans cumen Ha KaMHe, ocaauB Csomu cebe Ha
KojieHu. — Ho B ropsiueM UCTOYHMKE HET PHIOL. CSIOIM, CETOMHST MBI CHOBA ITOEHOUM OJIEHHUHY,
xopoio? Cgonu, Csaouu?

[13u IOituyaHs MOTAHYN 3a MSATKOe yx0o CsI011M, 3aCTaBIsAs €0 TOCMOTPETD Ha cels.

— Toi BooOIIIe TOHMMAEIIIb, YTO 5T TOBOPI0? 4 Tebe TOBOPIO, eCiiy Thl OyIellb CIIeIuaabHO JIM3aTh
MEHS, TO TIOTOM IIOJIYYHIIb TOJIBKO CIIagOCTH!

Csomu, moxoxe, He MOHSJ, 00/TM3kIBask TyOB ¥ CHOBA IIPOTSATUBAs JIally.
— YTO0 TH X0UeIllb CHEeCTh?

[13u FOiiuyans HeMHOT0 pa3o3muics. Csoiy, TpeBpaTUBIINICS B U-3Beps, TU00 He TOHUMAJ €ro,
60 mMPOCTO He 00SJICS, MPOAOoIXKas MaxaTh JlallaMy U OpocaThcs Ha Hero. LI3u FOiiuyans, He Halgs
BBEIXO[Ia, B35JI BETKY, HaPUCOBAJI Ha 3eMJie OJIeHsI ¥ TPUMEPHO “300pa3ui pridy, 3aTeM MpUKal
T'0JIOBY KOTEHKA K 3eMJie, UTOOBI TOT TOCMOTPET.

— BI:I6HpafI, MHa4ye CEerogHs OCTAHEIIbCS TOIOOHBIM!

HewusBecTHO, IOHAT 11 FHYHBIfI Csionm, HO OH BBEIPBAJICA XM CHOBA 3aAIIPBITHYJT Ha 13u I‘Oﬁ‘-lY&HH,
IIPOAOoJIZKad TePEeThCA U JIN3ATh.

— ... — II3u KO#iuyans mocMoTpen Ha CsI0IM, CUSINEro y Hero Ha miede. — Emé pas cupaliuBaio,
YTO THI XOYEIllb CHECTh?



KOoTEHOK TOXKe ITOCMOTpEN Ha Hero, U, HEM3BeCTHO, TIOHSJI JIX, HO BAPYT BBHICYHYIT SI3BIK U NMU3HYN 1131
FOttuyaHs o rybam.

L13u KOiuyaHns 3aMep, KONro He ABUTasICh. KOTEHOK BOCIIOIB30BAJICS MOMEHTOM U JIM3HYJI €r0 CHOBA.

—m

— JInzaHue MeHsS HacHTUT Tebs? — 1I3u KOiiuyans OblT B HEOOYMEHUU, HO He CMOT Pa303/IUThCS Ha
9TOT MAJIEHbKUH MSATKUH S3BIK. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HEJIb3s XKe 3JIUThCS Ha KOTa 3a TO, 4TO OH Tebs
TU3HYI, TeM 6ojee Ha Takoro riaynoro Csorm.

YEpT, s, HOMKHO OBITh, CIIUIIKOM JOJIT0 ¢ To0OM ob1asncs, 1ubo cTas IIyIbiM, TU00 COIIEN C YMa,
pas crparuBai Tebsi, YTO TH XOUelllb Ha 3aBTPaK. EIllb, YTO €CTh, a €CJIM He X0Yelllb — OCTAHEeIIbCS
TOJIOOHHIM!

LI3u KOituyaHs MoJT4a BEITEP CIIIOHY, OCTaBJIeHHYIO Cs01M Ha ryfax, IOJT0KHUIT eT0 PAI0M, HAKOPMHUIT
HECKOJIBKMMY KyCOYKaMH CBIPOTO MsICA, a 3aTeM Iocaauil cebe Ha IJIe40 U OTIPABUIICS B Iy Th C
TOpHI Y131, HAIPABIASACH K OOIITMPHBIM PAaBHUHAM.

B IlapcTBe meMOHOB X0OUNIY CiTyxy, 4To Bnageika qeMoHoB FO#t TsHb, 3aTOUEHHEIN B ropofe LI3s1H Ha
TEICAYY JIeT, TpoOyauics ¥ BepHyJcs B LlapcTBO eMOHOB, B35IB ¢ CO00M cMepTHOTO. MiMniepaTop
o0opoTHel u3 CBAIIEHHOT0 YepTora OBUI B IOCTOSSHHOM CTpaxe U yKe OTIIPaBUJI HECKOJIBKO MOIIIHEIX
[IEMOHOB IIEPEKPHITH HOPOTY, YTOOH yOUTH BafblKy JeMOHOB.

Ha paBHUHaX IpymIIbl AEMOHOB CTOSNIY Ha myTH LI3u FOiuyans, HaOniogas 3a HUM uU3faneka.

Ha ropu3sonTe nosuics Li3u KOiiuyans B 6e710CHEKHBIX 0feXK/IaX, C MEUYOM 3a CIIMHOM, a Ha ero
nedye — OECIIOKOWHBIM KOTEHOK, KOTOPHIM IIPOMIOJIZKAJl TEPEThCS U Iu3aTh ero! 3a HUM He OBIJIO HU
OJIHOT'O CMEPTHOTO.

IeMontl: I'me ke oOemtaHHBIA CMEPTHBIN?

C moMeHTa ycTaHOBNeHHs Oapbepa LlapcTBa IeMOHOB IIPOIIJIa YKe THICSYa JIET, ¥ 3a 3TO BPpeMs
3mech He OBIJI0O HM OOHOTO CMEPTHOT0. TOT HEXKHBIN, COYHBEIM BKYC, 9Ta CBeXkas, cjlafikasi KpoBb —
OIHA TOJILKO MBICJTb O HUX 3aCTaBIIsjia IEMOHOB IyCKATh CIIIOHU. MHOTHE U3 MOJIO[LIX JEMOHOB axkKe
He 3Ha/I¥, KaK BRITJISIOUT YeJI0BEK, IT03TOMY, IPUHUMAs YeJI0BeYeCKU 00JIMK, OHU BRITJISOETH
YPOMJIUBO U CTPAHHO.

Cpenu meMOHOB, HaOTIOOAOIINX 3a Brageikoit 1eMOHOB, OBIIO ABE I'PYIINHL: IIepBast MPUIIIa
IIOCMOTPETh Ha CXBaTKy Mexknay MMmepaTopoM 060poTHeH U Brafbikoi 1eMOHOB. BTopass — 4TOORI
3asIBUTh O CBOEU MTPEaHHOCTH U MIEPEUTH Ha er0 CTOPOHY. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 TEX, KTO XOTeJI IT0Ka3aTh
CBOIO BEPHOCTD, IIPUIIIK TIOCMOTPETh HA CMEPTHOTO CIYTHUKA Brafiblku IEMOHOB — Be[Ib 3@ THICAYY
JIeT 37eCh He BUOEIN HH OHOT0 CMEPTHOTO.

Tak rae e 3TOT CMEPTHHIHN? f yKe MOYUCTUI 3yOHl, a Thl IIOKa3hIBaellb MHE 3T0?!

Tem BpeMeHeM TI'pyIilia HapSIOHEIX MaJeHbKUX 000pOTHEeN mponoixkara mebetaTs, 6pocas Ha 1[3u
FOtiuyans Bn0OIEHHBIE B3TTISA/IHL.

— 3i, IOCMOTPH, KaKOX Brnafrika 1eMOHOB KpacaBYHK!



— XoTesa OB I OLITH TOM KOIIKOM Ha ero mnjeue!

— O yéM TBI TOBOPHUIIL? — CKa3alia OfHa cTapas 000poTeHb. — Msio LI3u yKe CTOUT B oYepenu, Kyaa
yx Teb6e? Eciu T 3ax04ellb CTaTh 3TOM KOIIKOM, BAPYT Brageika JeMOHOB IIPOT0JIONAETCS U CheCT
TeOs, a TH Kak?

— Kak THI BooOI1le pa3roBapuBaellsb? Thl caMa yKe cTapas U HellpUBJIeKaTebHas, Tak He Mella
HaM MeuTaTh. EC/M 51 yMpy OT pyKu Brafibiku IeMOHOB, TO YMPY CYacTIuBoi! Benblit Hy3 X0Ten
yMepeTh OT ero PyKH, HO Tak U He cMor !

H-3Beps 3apruica Mopaou B wmieto LI3u FOiuyaHs, mpofonkas TEPeThCs, a ero AJIMHHBIA XBOCT BpeMs
OT BpEMEHHU II0Ka3bIBaJICS HAPyXKy.

IIBa GeccTpalIHbIX IeMOHa C T0JI0BaMU BOJIKOB CTOsiH nepen 1[3u KOiiuyaHneM u cCMOTpeu Ha Hero,
HeJoyMeBas.

— Bpart, s cMOTpIO, 3TO He 0X0XKe Ha BanblKy [eMOHOB. B ereHgax roBOpUTCS, 4YTO Y HETO JIULIO
4yeJi0BeKa U TeJlo 3MeH, AJIMHOM B CeMb YKaHOB, I/la3a KakK XKeMUyKUHE BOCTOYHOr0 MOp4,
OCBeIIAIOIINE BCe BOKPYT, ABIXaHUE KaK I'POM, U OH MOXKET CheCTh II0JIOBUHY I'OPHI 38 OOUH YKYC... A
3TOT, II0X0XKeE, IPOCTO CMEPTHEHIN? MoXeT, 3T0 ciiyra Biagblku 1eMOHOB?

YTo 3a mesa, ceMb YKaHOB B [IJIUHY?

— 4 Toxke HUKOTTA He BUMel. Pa3Be CMEPTHEBIE TaK BRITIAOAT? Brambsika 1eMOHOB BPSM JIX IIO3BOIUII
OBl KOTY BEPTETHCS Y HETo Ha 1iede. MOXKeT, MBI €70 ChEUM...

I pyroii cpa3y xke 3axaj eMy pOT PYKOM.

— He roBopu epyHABL. OTOT CMEPTHBIM, JOJIKHO OBITh, HE IPOCTOM, pa3 Brafbika IEMOHOB JEPKUT
€ro PSIoM.

— 4 monuMaro. X0TsI HeIb3sl TPOTaTh €y Bragblku HEMOHOB, HO XOTS OBl ITOHIOXATh MOXKHO.

[13u FO#iuyaHb C XOIIOMHBIM JTUIIOM OOOIIEN IBYX BOJIKOB ¥ 3alIlE]T B T'YCTHIE 3aPOC/IH, BHE3AIIHO
CXBaTUB U-3BEPS 3a 3aTPHUBOK U BHITAILIUB €TO0.

— Csiomy, 4TO THI TaM KOIaelrs B Moux Bojiocax? Tebe He Hamoeno?

W-3Beph, yCNbIIIAB 3TOT OKPHUK, TI0X0XKe, OHN, 4uTo L3 KOfiuyanb pa3o3nuscs, u OImyCTU TOJIOBY,
He CMesl IBUTaThCH.

— T#l... — OH TaK cMupPeHHO ce0s Bén, uTo L[3u KOiuyaHb He CMOT IMPOJOIKUTE. YTO MOKHO
0XHIaTh OT KoTa? M3BuHeHUU?

Brnepenu pasmanuch TAXKENbIE ATy, MPUBNEKIIHe BHUMaHue 1[3u KOiuyans. [IBa nbBa-XpaHUTENS U3
CasmeHnHOTo YepTora MiMmmepaTopa 000pOoTHE BHINIIK Ha MoefuHOK. 131 FOliuyaHbs MBICTIEHHO
B3[OXHYJI, PeIIUB OBITh XOJOOHBIM U 0€32KaIOCTHEIM, YTOOH pa300paThCs C HUMU U YCTAHOBUTH CBOIO
pernyTanuio, 4ToOsl IpyTHe IeMOHB He CMeNH ero 0eCloKouTh. Befb yOMBaTh UX OOHOTO 3a OAPYTUM
ObLIO0 OBl YTOMUTETIBHO.

Ecnu 6v1, Korga 1[3u FO¥iuyaHb C X0IOOHBIM JIMLIOM TOTOBUJICS K OMTBe, OH He Jepzkaj Obl Ha pyKax
KOTEHKAQ, ¥ eclii Obl, B3jIeTasi C MEYOM, OH He CKa3as Obl HeXKHO «[]ep&KUCh KpPeIrue», TO BOKPYT He
OBLI0 OBI TOJIITH MaJIEHBKUX 000POTHEH, KpuyaliuX: «Bjagbika IeMOHOB TaKOM HEXKHBIN, Ia



3OpaBCTBYET Brageika 0eMOHOB, Brapgbika meMoHOB, Biiepén!». M Biagbika 1eMOHOB OeHCTBUTEIIBHO
CcMOT OB YCTAHOBUTD CBOIO PEITyTAIIUIO.

C opHuM B3MaxoM Meda L13u FOiiuyaHb 0CTaHOBUJICS, ¥ [Ba JIbBa PYXHY/IU Ha 3eMJII0. [JeMOHEI MOT4a
HaOmonany, Kak Brapbika JEMOHOB 37IeETaHTHO TOTOBUTCS yOpaTh MeY, HO TYT U3-3a €T0 PYKU
BBITJITHYJI KOTEHOK ¥, HUYET0 He MOHUMas, IU3HYII PYKY, HepXKallyio Med.

YemnoCTH ¥ TOCTOMHCTBO IEMOHOB YIIaJIX Ha 3€MIJIIO, U IIOOHATE UX OBITI0O HEBO3MOKHO.

C aToro MoMeHTa 00pa3 X0JI0OHOTO U 0e32Kai0oCTHOr0 BrafblKu IeMOHOB OB pa3pyllieH 3TUM
TIynelM KOToM. OHAKO 3TO He ITOMelllajio JeMOHaM IIOKJIOHAThCA eMy. Bce 0HU MO-IIpeXHeMy
CTOSINI Ha KOJEHIX, BOCXUIAACh: «Tak KpyTo, Bnagrika [eMOHOB C IUTOMIIEM pa3fenancs C OByMs
MOTYIIIeCTBEeHHBIMU JeMOHaMu 13 CBsIeHHOro yepTora Mmneparopa 060poTHEX BCETO 3a TPU yhapa.
VimmepaTop 060poTHEN — MOJNHLBIM 10X, Bnagsika neMoHoB — Henobenum! TToxKanyiicTa, IpUMH Hallle
IIOKJIOHEHUE».

I_[3I/I I'OIZ‘IY&HB BHYTPEHHE COOPOTHYJICA, U, IIOKA JEMOHEI ITPOOOIZKAIA KIIaHATHCA, OH ITOKaYall
TOJIOBOH, O0OHSIJI KOTa U YJIeTell.

[HeT aBTOPCKUX IpUMEYaHUIH]
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