I'me umenHo Haxopgunack Yxkao Csg0B31 — ocTaBanoch 3arafkoi. OHa onpefeneHHO Oblla KUBa, HO
e€ ypoBeHb SAN Ha rjaBHOY CTpaHUIle TenedoHa ynan o 49 — onacHasa 4eprTa.

A BOT ypoBeHb paccynka JIy CsiHHaHS, KOTOPHIM UCYe3 ¥ BHE3AITHO BEpPHYJICS, Bell cebs KpaliHe
HecTaOunbHO. LIudphl TUX0paflovHO CKaKaiu B paiioHe 40, MEHSASICh KaXKAyl0 CeKyHAY, OYATO B
cucTeMe Ipou3ouIes cOou.

Banb Yxko0 OBICTPO moOpascs g0 Iejid — TOT0 CaMOTo JoMa CTapOCTHI, T{le OHM HOo4YeBasu. Boporta
ObLIM paclaxHyThl HaCTeXkKb, BHYTPU He OBJIO0 HY OTOHbKA. THUIIMHA B loMe JaBujia Ha HEPBH,
3acTaBiis cepaue 6uthes daine. @ai FOHBIISH U OCTaJIbHEIE €Ille He BEPHYJIKCH.

[Tonb3ysich TeM, YTO BOKPYT HUKOTO HeT, Baub UKo perm npoBecTu 00BICK. [ToMuMo moucka Yxkao
Cs10B9ii, eMy HYKHO ObIJIO HAWTH YIUKK B IOME CTAPOCTH — OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YIIYCTHUII KaKyIO-TO
BaXXHYIO0 CTPAQHHOCTb.

910 OBlNa UTPa, ¥ HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, PeasibHO JIk 9TO MECTO, Y HEro JOJIZKHO OBITh CIOKETHOE SpO.
Ho mpoinen nenbiii feHb, a UCTOPUS [epeBHU JIUI3s O-IPeXKHEMY OCTaBalach s HUX TYMaHHBIM
MapeBOM.

Hcye3noBenre Ykao Cg0B31 MOTJIO CTaTh KJIFOYOM K pa3rapgke. Kak u cMepTh ChiHA CTapoCThl, JIu
[IamsHa, uay HeMas XKeHIUHa V PEeKMU...

Baup YK0 CHOBa MepeBes B3I Ha 0OHOBIEHHYIO CKaMbI0, Ha KOTOPOY cuien JHeM. BeposTHo,
MMEHHO 37ech JIu [I313Hy IPOH3UIN BIUCOK YEM-TO OCTPHIM. HamameHue OblI0 BHE3AMHBIM, CO CIIUHEI
— OH laXKe He yCIeJl CPearupoBaTh U TSIKEJI0 PYXHYI Ha KOJleHH. [IbTasich 00epHYTHCS U YBULETh
yOUMUIy, OH YOAPUJICS JIUI[OM O Kpad CKaMbH, pa3apobuB ria3uully. KpoBb B MTHOBEHHE 0Ka
IIpOTIKUTAaJa JepPeRo...

Ecnu Tak, TO Ha IOJTy JOJIXKHEI OBIIM OCTATLCS CleObl. B mepeBHe BPS[ JIU €CTh CPeCTBa IS
TIOJTHOT'O yaJleHus] KPOBH, a TPyORIi O€TOHHBIM 1071 663 GUHUIITHON OTHEIKY BCETHa MOPUCTHIN. [laxke
€CITH er0 APausIy EeTKOW, BEIYUCTUTh BCE 0 KOHIIA HEBO3MOXKHO.

[TogcBeuuBasi cebe TYCKIBIM 9KpaHoM TenedoHa, Baub YKo IeliCTBUTEIFHO 00HAPYKHUTT B
MUKPOTpeIlnHax 6eTOHa efiBa 3aMeTHbIe Oyphle MSATHA. ITO He OBIJIO MPSMBIM JOKa3aTeILCTBOM, HO
TIOATBEPXKaso: ChlHA CTAPOCTH YOUIM UMEHHO 3[€Ch.

On TOJIKHYJI IBE€Pb B KOMHATY C HaPpaMH, Iri€ OHHU CIIaJIn. Bbe3 cBeun momeIeHne BHITISAENO0 3JI0BEIe-
YEePHBIM. CHapy}KI/I HOYb OKOHYATEJIbHO IIOTJIOTUJIa MUD, JIUIIb JIeOsTHOM BeTeP 3aCTaBJIAII
JE€EPEBAHHEBIE DAMEBL JKaJI00HO IIOCKPHUIIBIBATD. OT 3Toro x07oaa, Ka3aaoch, MEpP3JIi CaMU KOCTH.

Banb YKo BAPYT BCIIOMHUII €llle OOHY CTPaHHYIO fleTalb: Ha BCEX MOTHJIaX, YTO OH BHUIEJ CEeTOmHS,
damumnus 6ria JIu. HacmemCcTBEHHOCTs — 9TO PE3yIbTaT COI03a MYKYUHHBI ¥ KEHIIWHEI, a IePeBHS
JIu1zst He MOTJIa BEYHO «BAPUTHCS B COOCTBEHHOM COKY», He 0eps B KEHBI JKEeHIIWH C IPYTUMHU
bamunusaMu. B IpOTUBHOM ClIy4Yae BepOSTHOCTh OJIM3KOPOACTBEHHOTO CKPEITMBAHMS Oblyia OBl



3aHpeHeHBHOﬁ, OOHAKO OH HE BHUIEJI B JEPEBHE HU OOHOT'O pe6eHKa-I/IHBaHI/II[a HJIK ypona.

Bornee Toro, XKeHCKuX HagrpoOuii Ha Kinaaoule ObII0 TOMO3PUTEILHO Maio. Baubs Y2K0 MeIbKOM
3aMeTHJI, 4YTO IIOYTH BCe OHU IIpHHAAJIeXkalli CTapyXxaM, yMEePILINM HEeCKOIbKO ITOKOJIEeHUY Ha3af,.
Cpenu 3aXOPOHEHUH MTOCTIEIHUX NECATUNETHHN XKEHITUH ITOYTH He OBLIIO.

IToH, MOH...

B riaBHOM 3aJie BHE3aMHO pa3fasics CTYK KOCThUls. Baub UKo maxke He 3aMeTUJI, KOTa CTapocTa
BepHYyJcsa! On 6e3 KonebGaHUI BEICKOYUI B OKHO ¥ IOPKHYJ B IPOBSIHOM capall HalIPOTHB, 3aTauBIIUCh
B TEHHU.

CrapocTa, pumnafas Ha OJHY HOTY, BOIIe]I B KOMHATY ¢ HapaMu. OH TOCMOTpeNT Ha IONCBeYHUK, TTe
BHE3AITHO UCYe3JIa II0JIOBUHA CBEYH, U MIOJIT0, 0€3 BCAKUX SMOIMIA, CBEPJIU B3TIISIIOM IIPUOTKPEITOE
OKHO. HakoHeIl OH MOMOIIIeN U MIOTHO 3aKPHIT PaMy, HAKUHYB IIEKOJIAY.

Cnyctst MunyTy Basb YKo o61erdeHHO BRIIOXHYI. OH OTJIAfeNCs B capae: HUUYero 0Co0eHHOT0, IPOB
OBLLIO MaJIo, a Ha IIOJIeHbsIX JIe3KaJI TOJICTHIN CJION ITBIIH.

OH XO0Ten BKIIIOYUTH TenedoH, YTOOR 0CMOTPEThCS, HO BHE3alHO 00HapyXKuI, uTo ypoBHU SAN y O3t
HOupmaHa, Yxkan Oxsa u [y JIuH CTpeMUTENbHO TafatoT!

He YCIieJI OH 3TO OCMEBICIIUTE, KaK CHAPYZKHK JOMa ITOCJIBIIAJICA ITYM U KPUKHU:

— OTO0 4yxXaku IIpuHecnu HaM Oeny!

— EIme mBoux He HALUIM, — Pa3maicst OPYTroi Tojoc.

— CxBaTUTh UX! — T'0JI0C CTAPOCTHI OB IOJIOH JIEASTHON permuMocTi. — OHU OOJIXKHBI OCTAaThCS 3[ECh
U CTaTh OyIIaMu JepeBHU JIuias!

Hx ronoca 3By4anu CTPaHHO — JKECTKO, C KAKOK-TO MeXaHU4eCKON MHTOHaIuel. BaHb Y2K0 HEBOJILHO
IIPUIIJIO B TOJIOBY CJIOBO «KUBHIE MEPTBEIILI».

3nechb HeTb3s1 OBLIO OCTaBaThCA. [I0Ka OHM He Hadanu 00bICK, BaHb YK0 BHICKOIB3HYI Yepe3 3aIHIO0
KaJIUTKy. B KapMaHe y Hero yiexasn 00JIOMOK CBe4YY, KOTOPHIY OH IIPUXBATUJI U3 KOMHATHL. CBeda
MiCTOYasla CTPaHHEIM apoMaT; Baub UKo pacTep KpOIIKy BOCKa IaibllaMy, U B €T0 Tila3ax
ITPOMEJILKHYIIO CTPAHHOE BhIPDAXKEHHUE.

CropsiTaB CBe4y, OH IIOCIIEIINII IPOYh 110 TOMY e MyTH, II0 KOTOPOMY HOYBIO THAJCS 3a TeHbI0. YXKao
CsioBaii mpomara, cygbba oCTalIbHBEIX TPOUX Oblla HEU3BECTHA — BO3MOKHO, UX yXKe MoiMaiu. BaHb
K0 He CIUIIKOM 3a00THIICS 0 YyKHUX XKU3IHAX, HO...



Ero cTpeMuTenbHbIN AT BHE3AIIHO MpepBascsa. Ybsa-To pyKa MepPTBOM XBaTKOM BI[ETIUIIacCh B €T0
JIOOBIXKKY!

Banab YKo omycTumn B3risag. ITo OB KUTENb IePeBHU: U3 eT0 BHCKa TopYasl HOXK, KPOBb TeKJla
pyubeM, 3amuBasi nuIo. K ero yxacy, B TaKOM COCTOSTHUM YeJiIoBeK OblT B co3HaHuu. OH mepxkan Banb
YKo, He laBast eMy YUTH, U ero rojioc ObUT TAaKUM JKe MEXaHU4YEeCKUM, KaK Y OCTaJIbHBIX:

— OcTaHbCH... OCTAHbCH...

Banb Yk0 Ha MUT I04YBCTBOBAJI IOJI0BOKpYKeHUe. Cepllie CIIOBHO CXKaJjla HEBUIUMA jIala,
XOJIOMHBIN MTOT BEICTYIIUT Ha JI0y. [Tepe6opoB TOMHOTY, OH IIOCMOTPEJI B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKYZa BBIIIOJN3
xuTesnb. Ha 3emie TAHYJICS KPOBaBHIY CJIel, — YeJIOBEK II0JI3 3a HUM [0JIroe BpeMsd. B KoHIle
IlepeyjKa MeJlbKHYJla ¥ Uc4Ye3lia YepHas TeHb.

OH x0Ten OPOCUTHLCSA BIOTOHKY, HO XBaTKa XKUTeJId Obljla HEBEPOSITHO CUILHON — II0X0XKe Ha
TPYIHBIU cIIa3M, 0co0yI0 CTafiiio0 OKOUYeHeHus. BoaHb UkK0 NPUIIIOCh HAKJIOHUTHCS U CUJION
pa3xkKUMaTh MMaiblbl ONUH 3a OpyruM. CMepTeNibHAs paHa B BUCKe Oblla HaHeCeHa UHCTPYMEHTOM,
KOTOPBIN OBIT €My CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAKOM — XUPYPIUYECKUM CKaJlbIIeNIeM.

— OrnycTu.

— OH 3pecs... — 2KuTenb NOOHA Ha HETO MyTHEIE Cepo-Oenble Ila3a U BHE3allHO 3aKpUdall BO BCE
ropno: — OH 31ecs!!

[To ciuHe mpobexkarn xonoxn. He HykHO ObIJI0 000paunBaThCs, YTOOH MMOHSTh, CKOJIBKO T'JIa3 ceiiyac
YCTaBUJIMCh €My B CIIMHY. I3 TOMOB, 13 TEMHBIX IIOOBOPOTEH, U3 YEPHBIX OKOHHBIX ITPOEMOB...

2Kuterb, JepXKaBIIUyU ero 3a HOTY, 3aTUX HaBcerga. Boaubs YKo pa3zkaj NOCIegHUN najiel U 3a00HO0
BBITAIIUII CKaJIbIIe/Ih U3 ero Bucka. CuTyalnus Obljla 3a I'PaHbI0 IOHUMAHUS, €My HYyKHO OBIJIO OpyXKue
[JIS1 CaMO3allUThl, ¥ IPUBLIYHBINA CKaJIbIIeJIb TOAXOAUII KaK HEeJb3s JIyyIlle.

Ha xopmy BeITHpasi KPOBE C Jie3Busi, Baub YK0 3aMeTUsI, YTO 3TO OB OOBIUHBIN XUPYPruYeCcKun
CKaJIbIIeJlb C MaJIeHbKOM T'OJI0BKOM, KOTOPHIM YaCTO MCIOJb3YIOT B 6onbHUIAX. Ero paboune
IIaToJIOT0aHaTOMUYeCKre HOXKY OblI Ha pa3Mep 6osnblie. He coBceM NPUBHIYHO, HO JIy4llle, YeM
Hu4yero. OcTpoe y1e3Bue MPOBEPHYJIOCH B BO3AyXe U OBIIIO JIOBKO IlepeXBadueHO AMHHBIMY IajblaMHu.

— CXBaTUTh €ro, — IIeNTalIu rojaoca co BCeX CTOPOH. — CXBaTUTh!

[ToBcionmy Obiniv ioAM. Briepenu B mepeyike moKa3ajcs CTapUK C KpaCHOM CBe4Oi, MOPIIKMHEI Ha €T0
JUIe B IpoXKallleM CBeTe IIJTaMeHU U3BUBaINUCh, OYATO IOA KOXKeW M0J13ald COTHU HaCEKOMBIX.

Banb UYK0 pe3Ko CBepHYJI HajleBo. B Tymuke mepeynka OblIM pacnaxHyThl BOPOTa — 3TO OB oM JIu
Kynsi, ymepiiero BedepoM. Celiyac 37ech ObIJIO IIYCTO, ¥ BXOJ, BeJl IIPSIMO B TJIaBHEIM 3aJl, TTie B
0arpoBOM CBETE JIaMII CTOSITT IOMUHAJIbHEIN anTaphb.



— XBartai ero!

Kutenu 6binu Bcé Onmuxke. Banb Yxko mepertarays mopor. Temo Ju KyHst BCE elre y1ekajo Ha IOy .
MyzxunHe ObIJIO OKOJIO COPOKA, X OT HETO UCXOAMIIO KYTKOe 3JI0BOHUE... HO 3TO He OBLI 3amax
cBexero Tpyna. [Ipucmorpesiucs, Baub YKo yBuper, uTo ogexpa Jlu KyHsa nepenadykana
HeuncToTaMu. ETO cMepTh OTAMYanach OT CMEPTH COCefia: OH YTOHYJ B BRITPeOHOM siMe. ITO OBIIO0
Ky[a OMep3uTesibHee TPYIIHOr O 3amaxa.

Mopiack oT BoHU, Baub UKo mpobexkan yepes 3a1 B 60KOBYI0O KOMHATY. ToJjIa y2Ke OKpyXKuia IOM.
OHM BHIKDUKUBA/IA KaK 3aBeeHHEIE:

— CxsatuTth yykaka! [IycTts cTaHeT gymoin Jlngzs!

Taxk oH monro He mpoTsHeT. HyxKHOo ObIJI0 0TOPBAThCS. BaHb YK0 HaIllesl OKHO U JIOBKO BBHITPHITHY I
HapyXky, OKa3aBIIKUCh IPSIMO HAIIPOTUB TOM caMOM JlaBKU I'POOOBIIMKA, 0 KOTOPOU roBopun ®ai
HOHb1IsH. OHa BHITTISIAENIa 0OYEHb CTapOX — [IepeBsiHHAS IOCTPOXKa B APEBHEM CTHUJIE, COBEPIIEHHO
He BIIMCHIBAIOIIASICS B 00JIMK OCTAIbHOM NEPEBHU.

— V-a-a-a...

Banb Uxko 3aMep. OH ToXKe yCBIIIaN «IJlad MIafieHIa»... HeT, 3To TO4YHO ObIT KOIIa4yuii KPUK.
HekoTopkie KOIMKY B TEePUOJ T'OHa U3[al0T TaKKe UCTOLIHEIe 3BYKH, IIOX0XKNeE Ha I1a4y pedeHKa-
Ipr3paKa. 3BYK JOHOCHUJICA U3-3a 3haHus. KUTeNlu HaCTynalu Ha I9TKY, ¥ Boaub Yxko, He
pa3nyMbIBas, TOJIKHYJI OKOHHYI0 PaMy U IIPLITHYJI BHYTPD JIaBKU.

Ha Hero TyT e axHyJI0 MOTHUIBHEIM X0JI000M. [ToX0Ke, OH IIpuUllleN He B TO MeCTo. YpoBeHb SAN
HadaJl MefiJIeHHO [T0NI3TU BHU3. [laxke eC/IK OH He NTaHUKOBAJI, caMa aTMocdepa 3TOro MecTa Brusija
Ha co3HaHue. OH x0oTen OBUIO BHIIPHITHYTH 00PaTHO, HO IIYM U3 IlepeyJiKa IOATBepXKaa: XKUTeNN
OKDPYXKWIIU 3[aHUe.

'po6oB BHYTpHU OBIIO TOPa3mo O0bIle, YeM OH oxunain. OHU CTOSINIUA IJIOTHEIMU, POBHBIMU PSITaMU —
OT OMHOT'0 BH[Ia KPYKHUJIach rojoBa. Kasanocs, B m000M MUT KPHIIIKA OMHOTO U3 HUX OTJIETUT B
CTOPOHY, U OTTy/a BEIOEPEeTCS pacTpenaHHbl nmpu3dpak. C I0TonKa CBUCAIN 6eCYnCIeHHBIE TTOOCH
0emo¥ TKaHM; OT CKBO3HSKA OHM MEPHO KOJIBIXaJINCh, X 32 3TUMH CJIOSIMU MaTEePHH MEPEITUIIHUCh
COTHHU TeHeH.

Banp YKo pa3gBuHyIl Oejible JIGHTH U MPOIIIes Briy6b. 3meck ObII0 IYCTO U TUXO0. ['po0BI ObLIH
3aKPHITHL, HO B CAMOM ILIEHTPE CTOSI aJTapPHEIA CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM IOPeJx JecsTKHU Oesbix cBeuei. Mx
cBeT OBITT MEePTBEHHO-0JIEJHEIM.

®y-y... dy-y... — TO 11 BETep, TO JI¥ YbEe-TO OhIXaHHUE.

Banub Yxko0 mBHUrancs ocTopoxkHO. [Toxoxe, 3mech OBIT TOIBKO OOUH OOJBIION 3aJl, 3agHel OBepH He
6b110. CHapyKY OECHOBANIUCh XKUTEIH, U JII0O0M IIIOPOX MOT 3aCTaBUTh UX BHIJIOMATh ABEPE. OH



mocTas 00JIOMOK KpAacHOM CBeYH U, He K0nebsach, MOfHeC ero K 0ejiof cBede Ha anTape. Bembxuyn
TYCKJIBIH OTOHeK. Ho B Cledymolyo CeKyHay, 6yaITo HEBUTUMEBIHM ITPU3PaK AYHYJ €My B JIUII0, IIJIaMs
MT'HOBEHHO TI0TacJIo.

OH mompo6oBa elle pas3, IPUKPHIBAas OTOHb TEJIOM, HO Pe3yNIbTaT ObUT TeM Xe. Boaub YKo cuascs u B
IIPU3PAYHOM CBETe aiTaps MPHUHSJICI CUUTATh CBEYH.

— OgpHa, OBe, TpU, YETHIPE...

T'onoc BHe3amHo o0opBasics. HUKTO B 3OpaBoM yMe He CTall Obl CYUTATh BCITYX B XOPPOP-UTPE, OH
BeIb He peOeHOK.

Banub Yxko0 3amomyan, ero nob IIOKPBHBIJICA XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM. On IIPOAOJIZKHKII CUUTATh IIPO ce0s.

[IsaTh, m1€CTH, CEMB, BOCEMD...

I'onoc pAOoOM CTall OTYETIINBEE. On 3By4aJl IOYTH B YHUCOH C €TI0 MBEICIIAMU — TOHKUH, npnspaqun?I
OEeTCKUI T'OJI0OCOK IIPpsAMO Yy CaMOTI'0 yXa. BYI[TO psAOOM C HUM CTOSAII HEBUIUMEIH... peGeHOK.

Banb YKo pe3Ko ornsaaesncs. Bokpyr Oblid TONMBKO ciou 0esioi TKaHU. BHe3amHo 0OH BCTPETUIICS
B3TJIA0OM C IIapoy r'jla3 B OKHe. 2KUTeJlb C KPaCHOM CBEYOU 3aMEeTHUJI €0 U B YIIOP CMOTPEJI CKBO3b
CTEeKJI0. B mpoxkarieM cBeTe Ha NHlle MyXKYMHBI IPOCTYIIUIA KaKre-TO TEMHEIE TISATHA.

YyBCTBO TOIITHOTHI YCHUITUIIOCH, KETTyJOK CKPYTHIIO. B TosoBe 3a3By4asu COTHU KPUKOB, MCTOIIHBIN
TJIa4 ¥ BOJTHBI OTYASTHUS, IIPOHUKAIOIIKE B caMmylo ayiny. Banb YKo, mpeomoneBasi BypHOTY, XOTe
TIOJOUTH K OKHY, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETD JIUIIO KUTEJIS, HO B 9TOT MUT Ybs-TO JIEAsHAs pyKa 00XBaTuia
ero 3a tanuto. Cepate Baub Uxko mpomycTtuno yaap. IIpexmie ueM oH yCIIesl HAHECTH yaap
CKaJIbIIeJIEM, ero PBaHy/U Ha ce0s U 3aTaIlUIU B OTKPHITHIM I'po6. KphIliKa 3aXJI0NHYIach C TIYXUM
CTYKOM.

Banp YK0 cHavasa peuiui, 4To 9TO IPU3pakK, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJI TEJIO HABAJIUBIIIETOCS Ha HETO
yeroBeKa. HecMOTps Ha NeOsHYI0 KOXKY, Y He3HAKOMIIa OBIT BEC B3POCIIOTO MY XKUKHHL.
YesnoBek 3aroBOPHIL. I'0710C GBI XONOOHEIM, HO B HEM CJIBIIIANIACh CTPAHHAS HHTOHAITHS:

— Hu o yem He mymaiui. 3aKpo¥u riasa, 3aTKHU yIIX. [IpOCTO OCIIH, ¥ BCE IPOUTET...

B mamsaTu Banp Y2K0 BHE3aITHO BCIIIBLII 00pa3 U3 [ajeKoro mpomuioro. HacTolbKo Hamekoro, 9To OH
nouTH 3a0wi1 00 3TOM ciiydae. Torma Toxe KTO-TO 0OHUMaJ ero, He filaBasi IPOCHYTHCS OT KOIIMapa, 1
menrtan: «Hu o yem He gymaii. [Tocnu, rars psagom».



[Toyemy 0H TOrHa He MOT YCHYTH? BaHb UKO0 He IOMHUIL.

OH pe3K0 BCKUHYI PYKY U BIENUJICA B TOPJI0 He3HaKoMIa. CKasbIleNnb CO 3BOHOM yIapwuiCs O JHO
rpoOa. YesloBeK faxe He IBITANICS COMPOTUBNATLCS. Ero ryOnl Obiyin y camoro yxa Banes YKo, HO OT
HUX He UCXOOUJIO HU KallJIK TelJa:

— II-111-111... IIOCHIHN.

Baub YKo He IIeBeIbHYIICS, MPOOOJIKas CXKUMAThH JiefsHOe ropiio. Elle HEeMHOTO YCUTIUH, U...

My}K‘-II/IHa, Ka3aJioCh, HUYYTh HE YOUBUJICA €TI0 PEaKIINn:

— Xouemb yOUTb MEHS?

OH u3pan TUXuUM, BKpagYUBbIM CMEIIOK:

— Torma xoTs OB He JaBal pyKaM gpoxaTh. TONBKO TOT, KTO ObeT HaBePHSIKA, BEIXOMUT U3 CXBATKH
0e3 paH.
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