— Becnone3no, — Llunbs ®3H 1meBenbHYICS, BLICBOO0OXK A PYKy U3 Kojel 4€pHoU 3Mer. OH ellé He
yCIIeJ IPUBLIKHYTh K HOBOMY TEJIy ¥ Telepb C M0CAM0# pas3rIisiAbiBall CBOU JIafloHU — GJieIHbIe U
KOCTJISIBBIE, COBCEM He I0X0XKMe Ha PYKH 3[[0POBOT'0 BOCEMHAIATUIETHETO IOHOIIN.

— O 4éM T, TOCIIOAUH? — TEPECIPOCUTI 3MEH, BEICYHYB Pa3[IBOEHHBIN S3HIK.

[uub ®3H HEOPEKHO IIETKHY IaTblaMHu.

— Kpowme Hero, — B ero rojoce IpoCcKob3HYyJjla ollacHas HacMellKa, — MO€ TeJI0 HU Ha KOTO He
oTtknukaetcs. K yemy a1 urpei? IIpoxoguTh UCIBITAaHUS 3[[€Ch CKYYHO, Kya Beceee Obl10 OBl
YyCTPOUTH OPayHYyI0 HOYb C MOUM MaJIeHbKUM HEO0XKHUTEJIEM.

— Y10?! — 3Mel He ycrel JOTOBOPUTh. B 0OHO MIHOBEHME €r0 TeJI0 PacCHIIa0Ch MUpHafaMu
CBEPKAIOIIXX 3010THIX UCKDP.

[luub ®3H ocTanCcs CTOSTh TOCPEOU NYCTOTH, Habofasi, Kak B BO3AyXe KPYKUTCS Marudeckast
IIBLIIb.

— Mep3aBiuaMm IpaBuia He MHCAaHbI, — GPOCHUII OH B IYCTOTY.

Emé omuH menyoK — U Imepen HUM BO3HUK TOYHO TAKOH 3Ke YEpHBIHM 3Mel. Llunp OoH TIeHUBO
IIOXJIOIAJI ero II0 T'OJIOBE:

— Hy kaxk omymexus?

3men 3aap0ozKall BCEM TEJIOM. HYCTB 9TO OJIAJIOCH JINIIb MUT, OH YCII€JI IIOYYyBCTBOBATEL, KAdK €TI0 IIJIOTh
M CaMa OylIila IIPeBPallal0TCAd B TPYXY, a 3dTEM C061/IpaIOTCH 3aHOBO. YXac mepen 3TuM CymeCTBOM
CKOBAJI ero CuJibHee JII00hIX IeTel.
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Yy XaHbi03 BMecTe ¢ Lo Lsgubau npodpanuch BHYTPh Yepes mposioM. [IpocTpaHCTBO 3a CTEHOMH
0Ka3aJI0Ch HEOXKUIAaHHO OOIMUPHKEIM. B HEBEepHOM CBeTe Maru4ecKoro IjaMeHH Iepel HUMU
IIpejcTaa Iejas ynuia: 1o 06e CTOPOHE! TSHYJIKUCH JIaBKY U JIaYyTH, Y JOPOT 3aMepiiu OPOolLIeHHbIE
TeJIe2KKU TOPTOBIIEB, & BHa/IM, B TYCTOU TEHH, yrafibIBaJIMCh 04epTaHus ropofcKoi OamHu. To, 4To
JIeXkaso 3a BOPOTaMU, CKPHIBall MpakK — MaJIeHbKOTO OTOHbKA He XBaTaslo, YTOOH ITPOTHATh BEKOBYIO
THbMY.

— YuuTenb, HeyKeNu 1of 3eMJIEH BEICTPOUIN Lenbii ropon? — Llsgo LIsSHbK choernan HeCKOJIbKO
HEeYBEPEHHBIX I1aroB BIEpPEn. — BHIMIAOUT Kak 00KMTenbh IpUu3pakoB. TullinHa MEPTBRasi... MHTEpecHo,
€CTh JIX 3[eCh XOTh OffHAa KUBas gyua? 7 mpoepio.



— Ctoit, — Yy XaHbt03 He menoxHyncs. OH IepPBEIM OLIYTU efiBa YIOBUMYI0 BUOPAIIUIO U PE3KUH
3anax ornacHocTd. OOHaXUB Med, OH 3aMep B 3alIUTHOM cTolKe. — UT0-TO He Tak. Ciofa KTO-TO UOET.

Cnyx yueHUKa OBUI He CTOJIb YyTOK, HO BCKOPE ¥ OH II0OYYBCTBOBaJI, KaK IIOJ HOTaM# IPOXKUT 3eMJIS.
CTeHBI 1aBOK Kal00HO 3aCKPHUIIENH, ePeBO TPelano ¥ CTOHAIO oM YbUM-TO HanopoM. LIgo Lgasnu
COPBAJI C 10siCa OJIUHHBIN KHYT.

Yy XaHbi03 IIPUKPHLI I'J1a3a, IPUCIYIINBAsICh K II0POXaM, TOHOCSIIUMCS U3 Hefp 3nanHuil. Korpma oH
TIOHSIJT KICTOYHUK IIIyMa, OH MIHOBeHHO 1obnenHes. OH cXBaTUJl yUeHHKa 3a IIJ1eY0:

— bexumMm!

Crouso eMy BHIKPUKHYTD ITpHKa3, KaK OKHa ¥ [IBEPU NOMOB 110 00€ CTOPOHEI Y/IUIIHl Pa3JeTeIUCh B
menkKy. M3 TEeMHOTHI XJIBIHYJI IIOTOK YEPHBIX 3Mel. Kaxkmas Oblyia TOMIIUHON C YeI0BEUYECKYI0 PYKY;
yelrydyaTeie Tejla U3BUBAJIMCh, HACTUTast He3BaHHIX rocTe. Uy XaHbi03 6exkall K TOPOICKOM CTeHe,
Ha XOMy BbIOpachIBasi Beepa Marn4ecKuxX TaJIuCMaHOB. ByMaKHbIe ITOJIOCKY, KacasiCh YelllyH,
B3PBIBAIMCH, ITPeBpalias KinyoKu 3Mel B KpOBaBOE MECHBO.

OmHako ux ObIIO CIUITKOM MHOTO. Ha MecTo ofmHOM yOUTOM TBapu HAIOJI3aNIHd OECATKY HOBHIX.

— Yuurens, moyemMy MBI He YXOOUM TeM XKe IyTEM? — 3afbXasich, crpocun 1so Lgubnu. — MuI He
3HaeM, 4TO TaM, 3a CTeHOU. MOXKeT, JTy4Ille BepPHYThCA Ha ITOBEPXHOCTh?

— Mp&I npumnm crofa crnacath agei, — orpesaln Uy XaHbio3. — ECiu MBI BEIBEIEM 3TOT PO HaBepX,
IepeBHs XyasiH IPeBPaTUTCS B OPAaTCKyi0 MOTHIY.

OHu B37eTeNU Ha rpebeHb TOPOMCKOM CTeHH. K ymuBIeHNI0, 3MeU He CTald IPECIeNoBaTh Ux,
OCTAaBIITUCEH KOMOIUTHCS BHU3Y. L0 LIssHbIM OPe3TIMBO CTPSIXHYII C Callora IPHUIEHUBIIYIOCS
PEITHUINIO ¥ TIOCMOTPEST BHU3: YEPHBIN KOBEP U3 TEJI IOCTEIIeHHO PAacCeUBasICsS B IepeyIKax.

Yy XaHbI03 B3TJISHYJ BBEPX — CBOJ MENIEPHl TePSIJICS B BHIIIMHE, HAallOMWHAS HOYHOe He00. B3MaxHyB
PYKOH, OH IIPOLIEITAJ 3aK/JIMHAHKE, X KPOIIEeYHbIH OrOHEK Hal ero JIafloHbI0 Pa3ayJICs B OTPOMHOE
oclenuTenbHOe conHIle. [Toxkapa MOXKHO OBIIO He 60IThCSI — 3[eCh, Ha KAMEHHOU CTeHe, TOPeTh
OBIIIO HEUEMY.

CBeT 3a1ui1 «MEPTBLEIM rOPOA». ITO OBIJIO BeIMYECTBEHHOE 3penllle: TPaBUJIbHbIE KBAPTaJIbl XKUJTBIX
[IOMOB, IIAPOKUE YIIULBLI U POCKOIITHEIE JBOPIHI, JOCTOMHEIE UMIIEPATOPOB.

— 9T0 He moX0XKe Ha rpobHuny... — Lisgo Lgubnu eqBa obpen map peuu. — HacTosmuii mpu3payHbi
ropopn. KoMy nmoHamo611ock BO3BOAUTE TaKyl0 POCKOIIH ITOM 3eMJIEH?

— Ecnu 3meck HET MPU3PAKOB, TO 9TO He TOPOL TeHeH. Y TOro, KTO 9TO IIOCTPOMUJI, SBHO OBIJTA MHEIE
nenu, — Yy XaHbi05 CHOBa YMEHBIINII I1aMsi. — MIEM K OBOPIIY.



OH 71eTKO CIPHITHY CO CTEHH BHM3, HO CTOUJIO €My KOCHYThLCS 3€MIIH, KakK TUIIKNHY IIpope3all
PEe3KUii, IPOH3UTENbHBIN BCKPHUK:

— Ou! [Ta KTO 3TO HACTYIIUJI MHE Ha XBOCT?!

CnenoMm 3a yuuteneM mpudemiuncs L[sgo LIgHbIM, BEI3BAB HOBYIO BOJIHY BO3MYIIEHMUS.

— Omnate! CHOBa MO XBOCT!

Yy XaHbi03 MTHOBEHHO HaCTOPOXKUIICS. YCIIbIIIAB IIPO «XBOCT», OH Cpa3y nopyMat 00 060pOTHSX.
OroHb B €ro pyKe BCIILIXHYII sIpYe, OCBelllasi OTPOMHOE CYIIECTBO IIPSMO Iepen HUMU. JTO OBLI
VCIIOIMHCKUYM YEPHHIM 3MeN — ero TeJjio B 00XBaTe He YCTYIa0 Taluy B3POCIIOT0 MYXKYUHHI.
2KénTrie rmasa-poHapy Mepliany Bo ThMe, a B KOJbIlaX, 0eCCUIBHO IPUXKATHIY K Yelllye, JieXas TOT
caMBIi U3MOXKOEHHBIN I0HOIIIA, YTO IIPOBaIWICS B Konofell. YBuneB Uy XaHbi09, Maiel] BCKUHYJICS U
IIOCMOTPEJI C OTYaTHHOU HafeXXaou:

— Crnacure...

Yy XaHb103 oKaMeHe 1. OqHUM MOJTHUEHOCHBIM [IBUXKEHUEM OH HaIlPaBUJI KJIMHOK B CTOPOHY
Yy[OBUIIIA.

3Mel UCTOIIHO B3BU3THYJI, IBITAACh OTIOI3TH.

— IMTomoruTte! YouBatoT! — 3aBOIUI OH, HO BAPYT 3aMep, MTOIYYHUB YYBCTBUTEIHBIN THYOK OT CBOEH
KepTBel. OO0POTEHh MTHOBEHHO CMEHMI TOH: — CXKanbTech, 6eccMepTHHIM rocnogun! ... s cefidac
XKe ero BepHy!

Yy XaHBI03 HE OIIYCTUII MeYa, I1003peBad JIOBYIIKY.

— Otnyctu ero. 2Kugo.

YépHas 3Mes MOCIEITHO pa3XKasia KoJjblla ¥ KOHYUKOM XBOCTA, CJIOBHO 60sICh 002KeUbCst, 0CTOPOKHO
TIOTOJIKHYJIa IOHOIIY K HOTaM 3aK/IMHATes.

— IloMunyiite, s He €M JIIOfel! — 3aIpPUYKUTa OH, 3a/IMBASCh IOYTH YEJI0BEUECKUMHU CIIe3aMM. —
MeHs 3acTaBuiu! ['PO3HEIN IEeMOH OePKUT MEHS B IIONUMHEHUH, BEJIUT XBAaTaTh CMEPTHHIX U
IIPUHOCUTE B map HuaHr-HUaHT... Y MeHs He Oblno BeIGOpa!

Yy XaHbl03 IpHUKa3al YUeHUKY CBS3aTh 3MeI0 TaJliCMaHaMy, a caM CKJIOHUJICS Haf loHorei. Tot
7exas Ha KaMHAX, TSKeJIo [bllla ¥ puKuMas PyKy K Ipyau. Bun y Hero OblT COBEPIIEHHO KaJIKUH.



— He 0oiics, Teneps T B Oe3onacHocTu, — Uy XaHbi03 HaxMypuics. Ha 6nefgHoN KoxXe TeMHENU OBe
ry6oKMe paHbl OT YKYCOB. ['0JI0C 3aK/IMHATENS CTall JIedsHbIM: — He eIlb mofei, ToBOpUIIb? A 3TO
4yTO?

— fl... — 3Mel BCXIUITHY elllé rpoMye.

OH XOTeJl B3BBITh OT HeclipaBemuBoCTH. OH OB JIUIITL HEBUHHEIM 000POTHEM, MCKABIIUM MECTO IS
MeJUTallNY, TI0Ka He CTOJIKHYJICS C 9TUM I0HEIM MOHCTPOM! ITOT «XUJIBIM MaJlbuuK» IIPEBPATHII €TI0
JKU3Hb B KOIIMap, 3aCTaBJIsAsl pa3krPEIBATh CIIEKTAKIIN, TO YOUBas, TO BOCKpeIIas ero pagu 3abaBHl.
Ero 3mMeunHas rncuxuka yxe Oblla Ha T'PaHHU Kpaxa.

— 4 cny4yauiHo... He co 37a!

Luap @31 6pocust Ha 3Met0 OBICTPHIM TPeoCTEPETalOIIUY B3TJISIM, a 3aTEM CHOBA IIOBEPHYIICS K Uy
Xanbi03. OH cnabo MOTAHY 3aKJIMHATENS 3a Kpall pyKaBa, ero rojloc JpoxKalt:

— MHe Tak X0JI0AHO... [0CIIOIKMH, MPOIy, OOHUMUTE MEHS...

Yy XaHbI03 IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HET0 ¥ He HaIlén B cebe CUil 0TKa3aTh. OH OCTOPOIKHO IPHUKAJI I0HOIIY K
cebe. [TouyBCTBOBAB, KaK TOr0 OLET APOXKB, OH OPOCUIT Yepe3 IIIeyo:

— llssHbNH, DOCTaHb U3 MEIIKa BEPXHIOI 0feXKOy, HaKpOou ero.

— He HyXHO... MHe yXe nyullle, — npoiuentan Lluas O3H.

Ero 3axnectHyn BocTopr. OH BObIXaj 3HAKOMBIA apoMaT — 3allax YUCTOTO0, MOPO3HOTO CHera. OTOT
apoMar OBITT XOJIOMHBIM, HO OT Hero KpoBb Lluub ®9Ha 3aKuIaja. 3a JOJNITHe TONbl 3aTOYEHUS OH
3a0BIJT, KAKOBO 3TO — YYBCTBOBATh TaKyi Kaxkay. OH ObUI KaK MyTHUK B IIyCTHIHE, HAKOHEI]
noOpPaBIIMICS MO POTHUKA.

Lwap ®3H yKpaakoit 061u3Hy ry6el. EMy CTOMIO OTPOMHBIX YCUIHMH CAEPKATHCS, YTOOHI ITPSIMO
ceryac He BIUTHCS 3y0aMu B OCJIEIUTENIBHO Oenyto, 6e33aIuTHyo 11eio Uy XaHbioa.
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