OkHa B KOMHaTe OBIJIM PACIaxHYTH HAaCTeXb. BeTep HEMCTOBO Tpemas 3aHAaBECKH, BPHIBASICh BHYTPb,
HO Kak Obl Kiiom HY 0OBICKHMBAJT KaX[bIH 3aKyTOK, CIIENOB IOMy3IbGUNAKYE He 0CTaroch. OH BRITTISHYT
HapyXKYy: Iepe HUM PACCTUIIAJICS JIyT, COBEPIIEHHO IIyCTON — CIPSITAaThCS TaM OBUIO HETHE.

KoMmuaTa Knoga Haxogumach Ha BEPXHEM 3TaxKe. HOCMOTpeB BHU3, OH 3aM€THUJI, YTO OKHO B KOMHATE
IIPUCIIYTU Ha IIEPBOM 3TaKe TOXK€e OTKPHITO. BricoTa Onlna HpHJIPI‘-IHOfI, HO OJIs1 JIOBKHUX SHbd)OB
HOJIO6HBIG IIperpagel HUKOT'Oa He OBLIIH ITOMEXOH.

«XO0Th OHA U MONYKPOBKA, HO 3/1b(GHUKCKas KPOBb B HEN BCE Ke TeYET», — pa3gpaxKkEHHO IogyMall
Kiopn.

YepTHIXHYBIIKUCH, OH OPOCHIICS ITPOYb U3 KOMHATHI, HAafesCh HarHaTh BOPOBKY, KOTOpPAs MIPUXBATHIIA C
c000¥ KpHUCTAJIIL.

EMy moBe3710: efiBa BrIGeXKaB U3 IIOMECThsI, OH CTOJIKHYJICS C MeIMH/IOM, X035UKOi TOM caMoi
nonyanbpuiku. Ko MepTBoM XBaTKOU BLENWICS B €€ IIJIeY’ U, eBa COepXKUBasi IpoCTh, MPOLENI:

— I'me TBOs1 monyaneuiika? Kyna genach sta Hus?

— Hu... Hua? — MenuHIa B3OpOrHysa 0T HEOXKUIaHHOCTU. — [la OHa JaBHO IIpolaa.

— INpomana? Yto 3HaYUT «mpomana»? TH ke e€ Kymnuna!

— Kymnuna, 3To BepHO, — MenuHOa pacCTPOeHHO B3I0oXHYa. — Ho OHa mpoOkiyia Y MEeHSI BCEro mapy
nHel. B TOT meHb, Korga Bh ¢ OIpraHOM BEPHYJIKCH ITOCTIE CBOETO MCYEe3HOBEHU S, OHa U HuHa
IIPOCTO HCIIAPUINCE. f Uy UX yKe HEeCKOJIbKO JHel, HO U cjefja HalTH He MOTYy.

— Ilouemy 1B MOnT4ana?! — Kiop efBa MogaBUIl KejlaHue BCTPIXHYTh IPUHIIECCY Kak ciefayeT. Ero
HHAYYTb HE CMYIIAJIo, YTO Iepef HUM JeBYIIKa.

MenuHa, HayraHHas ero TOHOM, poOKO IpoJjieneTara:

— BbI OBI TOJTBKO CMESITHCS CTANH... 1 BeOb BEUIOXKHUIIA 33 HUX YEeTHIPECTa HIAThAECSAT THICIY 30JI0THIX!
Iaxe TI01I€JIOBATh TOJIKOM He yCIlesla, KaK OHU cOexkamu. 4 ¥ caMa paccTpoeHa. ITO Bedb
nonyasnbduuku! Lensix ase!

Ona neyanbHO B3[OXHYJIA:

— OcTaéTcst TONbKO yTelaTh ce6st MBICITBIO, YTO S BHECTIA BKJIAM B HEJI0 0CBOOOKIEHUS MOTy3Tb(OB.
CTOJIBKO JIET KOIHMJIA, BCE CBOE 30JI0TO Ha HUX CITYCTHJIA, a TEIIePh B Ka3He MyCTO.



Knom He HaIIEncst 4To OTBETUTh. OH JIMIIb THEBHO OTTOJIKHYJI €€ U CHOBA MPUITYCTHUII II0 JOPOTeE.

— 9! INogoxmu! — Menuupaa Opocuack BOOTOHKY. — ThHI Tak U He cKa3ai, 3aueM Tebe Hus!

— OHa yKpaJjia KpUCTaJIl 3JIeMeHTa ThMbl JIpHaHa.

— Kpucrann [Topenutens neMoHOB? — MennHIa 3aMepiia Ha MECTe, IIBITasiCh IPUIIOMHUTD AETalH.
Korpa ona nopHsina ronoy, Knop yxke ckpouics us Buny. — Ho pa3Be Mouceii He 3a0pai ero Ha
xpaHeHue? Kak oH oka3ascs y Te6s?

Kron GBI CITMIIIKOM [IajTIeKO0, YTOOR! YCIIBIIIIATE €€ BOIPOC.

MenuHpa nodecana 3aTHIJIOK U II0BEPHYJIa B CTOPOHY KabuHeTa. OHa 3Hana, 4To0 HUuIbCcoH BCE eme
taM. Ecnu Hus ykpasa KpucTasi, 3Ha4uT, 3T0 OB TIIATEIbHO IPOAYyMaHHbIY mnaH. Knon B cBoei
CJIETON STPOCTH BPSI U €€ HaugeT. B Takve MOMEHTH 6e3 IIOMOIIM BEPHBIX TOBapHILE He 060UTHUCE.

HpOXOJIH MHUMO OKHa, IIPHHIIECCa HEBOJILHO 3aCMOTPEJIaCh Ha ITIOMECThE IToBenuTenss DEMOHOB.

«Kpucrann npunannexan dgpuany, Ho 0vu1 y Knopma. Ko ero motepsin, a Hust ykpana. Kak Ha 3To
HU ITOCMOTPU — Oy[b g X0Th moapyrou Kmoma, xoTh xo3siikor Hur — Mowucelt MeHS TPOCTO
npubbET!» — OT 3TOM MBICTM MenuHa yKaCHYIach.

OHa IPUIyCTHIIA 0 KOPUAOPY. BCTPETHUB 1o My TH CIyTy, OHA Bejella eMy HeMeaJIeHHO COOOIIUTE BCE
B COCEIHEee TIOMECThe, Jake He TOMHTEPECOBABILUCH, TTOHSJI JIX OH e€ COMBYMBYIO peyb. BopBaBImCh
B KaOMHET, OHa, TSKeJIO MbIIa, OIep/iach 0 KOCSK:

— Bcé nnmoxo! Kpucrann... Kpuctann dgpuaHa... Hust ykpana ero npsmo y Knoga!

HunbcoH 3aMep, HAXMYPUBILHUCH:

— A uto KpucTanni genan y Kmomga?

— Tri cepr€3HO0?! — BCKUHYNach MenuHaa. — Celyac 9To camoe BaxkHoe? KpucTasnn ykpageH!

BapT, cugeBimit psmoM, TOXe HelOyMeBaIt:

— IloyeMy 3TOT KpUCTaJUI TaK ¥ TSIHET BOPUIIEK?

OGHEp pPe3KO BCKOUUI:



— THI cKa3aja, KTO ero ykpan?!

— Hus. Crapimas u3 Tex O1u3HsAIIEeK, KOTOPHIX S KYIIKJa Ha ayKIuoHe, — oTBeTHna Menuupna. — OHA
o0e TIponany yxke JaBHO, g 00bICKasia BCE KpyroM. A cerogus Hust BHe3ammHo MosBUIaCh, CTallluiia
KPHCTaI ¥ CHOBa MCUYe3Ia.

— IaBHO npomanu?! — O6Hep nmobnenHen. — Ho HuHa ceromHs MpuUXoauiIa KO MHe ITPOCUTh eHeT B
gomnr!

— W TH el man? — omemnmiaa MenuHna.

— KoneuHno! OHa cka3zaja, 4To TeOe HeJI0BKO IMPOCUTh CaMoii, TO3TOMY OHa IIpHUIIUIa 3a Tebs. —
OOHep 3aKphLI TUL0 pyKaMu. — 4 JoymKeH OBl moragathcs... Ecnu Obl Tebe HyKHBI ObUIM IeHbIH, THI
nota 06l K Hunmbcony. CTapedimuHbl OBITH MIPABHL: MOTY3Ib(GE — 9TO HE HACTOsIIHe 371b(El. B HUX
HeT HY Kariu 61aroponcTaal

MenuHa BUHOBATO MOMSATHIACK. Ecu OB OHa He m000siach IPU3HATHCS B TOM, YTO €€ paObIHU
cOexkanu, BCEr0 3TOT0 MOXKHO Obl10 n30exkats. OKMHYB Opy3el OLICTPHIM B3TJISA0M, OHA
Pa3BepHYIIACh:

— Ilowipy momory Kinogy!

— locnogu... — HunbCoH ycTasno notep 106 u MoBepHYICA K ciiyre: — CXOMX B COCeIHEe TOMECTheE.
Hauigu Mowuces u cKaxu, 4TO KpACTaI yKpanu. M moguyepkHu, 4To ero yKpanu y Kmopa.

— U em€, — moGaBUIT OH, — PaACCIIPOCH BCEX B OME, He BUMEII JIN KTO 9TUX CECTEP B IMOCTIEIHUE THU.
3ampuTe BCe BOPOTA, BEICTAaBbTE OXPaHY Ha Bhixomax. Eciu Hust BCE 9T0 BpeMst psiTanach B
IIOMECThEe, OHA MOTJIa eIllé He YCIIeTh YUTH.

HunbcoH okazascs npas. Bcé To BpeMsi, 4TO MONy3nb)UUKY CIUTATIUCEH IIPONABIINMY, OHU
CKPHIBAJINCh B KOMHaTaxX IpHUciIyru. YIM ynanoch He TOJIBKO BTEPETHCS B LOBEpUE K CIIyTraM, HO U
00BecTH uX BOKPYT Manblla. OMHAKO CECTPH 0KA3a/IuCh OBICTPEE: OHU MOAKYIIHIIN CTPaXKHUKA Y BOPOT
¥ YCKOJIb3HY/IM KakK pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Korga HumbcoH oTnaBas mpukas o 6okafe.

Bckope Mowucel ¢ rpoxoToM pacnaxHyll gBepu moMectbs HunbcoHa.

— I'me xpucrann Hamrero 3apuana? Kak Bbl MOTJIA CHOBA €TI0 YKPacTh?!

MenuHpma BUHOBATO OMYCTHUJIA B3TJIAM, HO Korma Mowuceil UCTIENIeNInT e€ B3TJIAI0M, OHA TYT XKe
BBITSIHYTIACh B CTPYHKY M «CHajla» COI3HUKA:

— 910 Bcé Kmon! Kpucrasnmn Obl1 y HEro, Korja ero ykpamu!



Momucelt, KOHEUHO, ¥ TaK 3HAJI, YTO KPUCTaJI ObIT ¥ 3TOr0 HeTOTENHI-reposi. OH 00BEN
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX MPAYHBIM B3TJISIIOM U IIPOLIUIIE]T:

— U roe aToT BouoT?

— [la KTO Xe ero 3HaeT... — MenuHAa YeCTHO pa3Bejla PyKaMHu.

Moucelo HeCTEPIIEMO XOTEJI0Ch CXBaTUTh Kiofja 3a IpyaKy U TPSICTH, IT0Ka TOT He O0BSICHUT, KaK OH
YMYZIPUIICS TaK OIPOCTOBOJIOCUTHCS. Bemb HoroBopunucs xe: Kion mpocTo BO3bBMET €ro
«mou3dyyaThb». A Terepb — HeT Kpucrtaia! Ykpanu!

Bonbiie Bcero Mouces myrajo To, 4YTO OfpHaH ellle€ HA4ero He 3Haj. B aToT MomeHT [ToBenuTens
IIEMOHOB B Cafly Pa3BJieKaJsiCs TEM, YTO MIOOYMHEHHEIE TOAOPACHBAIA €T0 B BO3MYX, UTPas B
«BBICOKHUY TIONET». Moucel epBEIM BCTPETUI CIIYyTY U cpa3y Opocunics ciofia, He CKa3aB JApuaHy HU
CJIOBa.

TyT B 3amy Bomeén cam Kmop. Mouceit MTHOBEHHO OKa3aJiCsl PSIIOM U, BIETIMBIINUCH B €T'0 BOPOTHUK,
IPOPHIYAI:

— I'me. Kpucrann?

Kron, mpuBBIKIIKY K TOF0OHOMY 00palleHuI0, JIUIIb TOKOPHO CAEeNas Mapy IIaroB BCIE 3a HUM U
YEeCTHO OTBETHUII:

— Vkpanu.

— Jla 3Hato 1, 4TO yKpanu! — B3opBascsa Moucei. — I'me ceiidac BOpoOBKa?

— 4 Bupen, kak oHa BOexKaja B OMHO IToMecThe. He ycresn nepexBaTuTh. S TaMm paHbllle He OBIBaII,
II03TOMY eI BEPHYTHCS 3a IOAMOTOH.

— I'me 310 HOMecThe? — BMeIIancss HumbCcoH.

— Ha BocToxke. BrIrnsaouT 3a0poiieHHbIM, HO BHYTPH II0JIHO JTIOfeH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a ABEPHIO IOCIIHIIIANACh KaKasi-To BO3HS. HeCKOIbKO I'0JI0B, CKPHITHIX KAITIOIIOHAMH,
OCTOPOXKHO BBEICYHYJIUCH M3-3a KOCsKa. [loqunHEHHBIe DIpraHa, IOCITyIIaB Pa3roBOpP, BEICKOUUIIH B
KOMHATY C TOPSIIIUMU T'Ia3aMu:

— Mouceu otgan KPHUCTAJIJI TOCIIOAWHA KaKOMY-TO Feporo!



Momuceit 3aCThII.

IeMOHHI-TOMYMHEHHBIE O0CTYTIUIN €ro, BO30YKIOEHHO TaJifisi, CJIOBHO MOYYSITU C1ab0CTh:

— Mouceii noTepsn KpUCTaUl 3j1eMeHTa ThMEl JApuaHa!

— W otpman ero I'epoio 3a CIMHOK HAIETO TOCIOOWHA!

— Majto Toro 4TO OTHAJ, TaK ero eIlé 1 yKpasu!

— Ham SppuaH HUYero He 3HaeT... begHbIN, OeqHBIN DOPUaH, — OJWH U3 IEMOHOB KaPTUHHO BEITED
CKYITyIO CJie3y IIJIaTOYKOM. — f1 moKeH HeMeNJIeHHO BCE eMy PacCKa3aTb.

— B#l... — BeigaBus Moucei. — Bel 4TO TyT 3a0bITH?

— HamreMy rocronusy Hafioeso JieTaTh, OH 3aX0TeJl yBUeTs Mouces.

— A Mouces moMa HeT. BOT MBI U IIOIIIIA UCKATh.

— U coBepIlIeHHO CIy4YaiHo YCIBIIany, Kak Mouce moTepsiyi KPUCTAT 3JIEMEHTa ThMHI.

[pyroii 1eMoH TOXe [OCTaJl IIJIaTOK U IIMBITHYJI HOCOM:

— DmpuaH TaKOoW JOBEPYUBHIM, CUOUT JoMa, XKOET Moucesi, a KpUCTaJIa-TO U HET.

Mouceii npoMonydan, 9yBCTBYs, KaK BHYTPU BCE 3aKuUIaeT.

— Hami rocriogus BCE elmne KOET... — MIPOIOJIXKUI IIEPBLIM IeMOH. — BOT MBI 1 IyMaeM: BePHYThCS
celiyac ¥ BCE eMy BBIJIOXKUTH MM CHadaja CXOOUTh ¢ MouceeM 3a KOH(PETKOM?

Mouceii BeIIaBUT mMofo6ue YIBIOKY, IHITAsICh CMEHUTD TEMY:

— Pa3 BrI 3m€ecCh, TO r'oe Halll FOCHOI[I/IH?

— On B moMecThe. Benen HaMm 6e3 Tebsi He BO3BPAIIaThHCS.

— 4 XoTes ocTaThCAd C HUM, HO OH MEHS IIpOrHarl.

— Ham Sppuan mobut Moucest 60JIbIlIe BCeX, MOE ceplle pa3oduTo!



OmuH U3 JeMOHOB CEPOUTO (PEIPKHYI:

— Ho Mowucei moTepsiyi ero KPUCTAJIT 3JIEMEHTa ThMEI, @ TeIePh X04eT, YTOOBI MBI IIOMOTJIM €I0
HauTH!

— 4 Bac HU 0 4éM He mpocun! — pPABKHYN Mouceu.

— Hy, pa3 ThI Tak UCKpPEeHHE U CIE3HO HaC yMOJIgellb, — IeMOHbI IPOUTHOPHUPOBAIM €T0 IPOTECT, —
IPUAETCS COTJIAaCUTHCS.

— ITa, Mouceli BIiepBblE TPOCUT HAC O IIOMOIIH, 3TO JaXKe KakK-TO BOTHUTEILHO.

— ITlocToM... A OH pa3Be IPOCHUIT?

— Kakas pasauna? CunTtain, 9YTO HOIPOCHIL.

,]:[eMOHBI 3dCy4YHUIIM PyKaBad U C 9HTY3Md3MOM YCTABUJIUCH Ha IIPUTUXIIUX J'IIOJIGfI:

— Hy, KT0 cTammn KpucTasl sjieMeHTa ThbMbI? BeguTe Hac, 3a0epéM ero u BEepHEMCS K DApUaHy, OH
3axmgancs!

)%k

Ilo atoro Kmop nipecnenoBan Huto 1o caMoro mopora CTpaHHOT0 oMecThsa. OHO He BHITISIIEN0
o0uTaeMbIM — CKOpee BETXUM U 3a0pOIeHHBIM, — HO CTOMIO ['epoio momoiiTu 6uxke, KakK OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO B IIOMECThE MHOTO JTIOMEN.

Bce oHu ObIIM B MacKax, pOCIbie, BOOPYXKEHHEIE IO 3y00B. Y KaXKI0ro BEIXOOa CTOsIIa CTpaxa. Kimon
TIOKPY2KHUJI BOKPYT, HO TaK ¥ He Hallle€n crnocoba mpodpaThCsi BHYTPh He3aMeUeHHBEIM, IT03TOMY ObLI
BBIHYXKJI€H OTCTYIIUTb.

Korpa Bcst kKomnaHus mpuOiIu3unach K IoMecTbio, Moucei, He B CHJIaX CHePKUBATLCS, PBAHYJICS
BIlepéen, Ho HumbCoH, KOTOPHIHM OBIJT HATOTOBE, BOBPEMS CXBATHUJI €T0 3a PYKY.

— Tot yero? — Mowuced sipocTHO 3a0usicsi. — ITyctu! MHe HYKHO BHYTDb!

HunbcoHy npuIuiock 3ageicTBOBaTh 00€ PyKH, YTOOH yoepKaTh [eMOHa Ha MeCTe:

— He mopu ropstuky. Knopg ckasas, 4To TaM MOJIHO ofei. Hus HaBepHsSKa yXKe C HUMH, ¥ OHU
3HAIOT, YTO MBI UIEM crnemoM. CKopee BCero, Hac XKOET 3acafia.



Moucel HEOXOTHO TTepecTa BEIPHIBATHCS:

— W ponro HaMm XkpaTh? Kpucrann SapraHa y HuX. KTo 3HaeT, 4To OHM 3aaymanu. Eciiu oHM 4TO-TO C
KPHCTAJIZIOM 3JIeMEeHTa ThMBI CHAENAloT...

— Ham Ogpuan XOeT Hac JoMa! — MOANAKHYI OOWH U3 IEeMOHOB.

MenuHga Toxe OblTa MOJTHA PEITUMOCTH:

— Hus u Huna tam. OHu cOexkanu, a s faxe Hamo0oBaThCs uMu He ycnena! Korga Mer moiiém B
aTaky?

HunbCcoH nuirk pa3Ben pyKaMu:

— 4 emé He puUpyMarl miaH.

Bce nmputuxnu. Mouceu nocMmotpen Ha Knoga, B3rnisigoM Bonpoiuas: «M 3To TBOU reHUANIbHEIN OPYT?
Cepné3H0? OCTaHOBUI HAC, a IJIaHa HEeT?»

3aMeTuB 3TU B3TIAAE, HUIBCOH OTPHI3HYIICH:

— [Ila genaute 4To X0TUTE! MKTe XOTh cedyac, eCy BaM I1JIeBaTh, YTO OHU C [IEePENnyry MOryT
YHUYTOXUTH KpUCTAL!

Mouceii cuenan mar BIepés, Ho MOTOM moMeniuil. [JoKaaBIIuch, Korga HumbCoH mopaBHSETCS C
HUM, OH IIEITHYI:

— Boo0111e-T0 3TOT KpHCTalI He TaKOM XPYIKUM, KaK Thl JyMaellb.

— B cMmEICTTE?

— Hamr rocriogus ero rpei3Th MBITANCSd, — MosicHUNI Moucel. — [Taxe 3y0 cebe cinoman. IlpaBaa, oH
yXKe 0Tpoc, HO 3y0nl y [ToBenmuTeNns HeMOHOB ITOKpemnye KaMHs O6ymyT. To, YTO HaIl KOPOJIb Pa3rpPhI3Th
He CMOT, JTIOSIM YK TOYHO He 110 3y0aM.

HunbCcoH HEBOJIBHO TOCMOTPETT Ha YeJTIoCTh Mouces: U OLICTPO 0TBepHYJICS. CKONIBKO OBl pa3 OH HU
CJIBIIIAJI O TOM, UTO I€MOHEI eSIT KPUCTAJUIHl 3JIeMeHTa ThMBI KakK JIe[leHIIbl, Y Hero KaX[blil pas
HauMHAaJIU HHITh COOCTBEHHEBIE 3yOHL.

— Bepno, — 6GricTpo cornacuncst Hunbcon. — Ecnu yx IToBenuTenb [eMOHOB He CIIPABUIICS, TO 9TH
JIIOMY TOYHO HUYETro He CJIOMaloT.



[TomecThe OBIIO HE IIPOCTO BETXUM — BCE BOKPYT HET'O Ka3aJIOCh MépTBBIM. TpaBa BBEICOXJIaQ, OE€PEBBA
CKPIOYHUJINCE, a B BO3AYXE PA3JIXJIOCE THETYIIEe YyBCTBO TPEBOT'H.

EnBa oHU chenany 1Iar, Kak CTpela, Ipope3aB BO3[YX, BOH3WIACh B 3eMJII0 IIPSIMO TIepef] HoTaMu
UIYIIEro BIepenu JeMOHaA.

Ts13K€mBIe BOPOTA CO CKPUIIOM, OT KOTOPOTO CBOIUIIO 3yOhI, MEJIEHHO OTBOPUINCE. VI3 TEHU BHIIIEN
HEBBICOKHI YeJIoBeK B Macke. Ero juifo OBII0 MIOTHO 00OMOTAHO YEPHOM TKAHbIO, BUMHEI OBIIM TOJIHKO
r7a3a — MyCThie ¥ 0€3XXKU3HEHHKIE. [[BUTAJICS OH CTPAHHO, KaK-TO MEXaHUYECKH U JEPTaHO, HO
OBICTPO OKA3aJICs MPSMO Iepel HUMH.

OH NpOTAHY UM TKUChbMO. Moucel HaCTOPOXKEHHO 3aMep, 3HaKOM OCTAaHOBUB CBOUX ITOTYNHEHHBIX.
OH He crmemus 6paTh IOC/IaHUe, 0XKUAs ITOABOXA.

OmHaKO KOPOTHIIIKA He IeBenuncs. OH IIPOCTO CTOSIT C BHITSHYTOM PYKOM, CJIOBHO cTaTys. OguH u3
IIEMOHOB C y2KacOM 3aMeTHJI, YTO 3@ BCE 3TO BpeMs He3HaKOMeI] HU pPa3y He MOPTHY!

IeMmon B3OPOTHYIJI, HE BbEIJEPXKAJI HAIIPAXKEHUA 1 CaM Ha4all HEMCTOBO T€PETh I''la3a U MOPrarTk.
CJI0BHO 3aMEeTHB 9TO, YeJIOBEK B MaCKe Me[JIeHHO ¥ 0YEeHb OTYETIIHUBO... MOPTrHYJI OOUH pas.

— A-a-a! — [eMOH TIOATIPHITHYJT Ha MECTe U CIPSITAaJCS 3a CIIMHY TOBapHIlla, He cMes 00JIblie
CMOTPETH Ha «IIOCJIaHHUKA».

HaHpH}KéHHaﬂ aTMOC(bepa MT'HOBEHHO JIOIIHYIJIA. Mouwuceil ¢ KaMEHHBIM JIAIIOM BBIXBATHII THMCHMO U
ofgapui IIOOYMHEHHOT'0 TAKUM B3TJISAOM, YTO TOT PELINI He BEICOBEIBATECA OO0 KOHIIA OHA.

Kak Tonmbko Mowuce# B3si71 KOHBEPT, UeJIOBEK B MaCKe TakK JKe IEPTraHo pa3BepHYJICS U mobexkal
o6patHOo. OH CKPHIJICS 32 BOPOTaMHU, KOTOPHIE 3aXJIOMHYIHUCE C TAKOM CHUJIOHN, UTO C HUX IIOCHIIAIACh
BEKOBAS ITHIJIb.

Mowce# 6pe3rIuBO BCTPSIXHYN MUCbMO. KOHBEPT BHITISIAEN JOPOTUM — UMEHHO TaKou OymMarou u
Cypry4oM OOLIYHO MONTb30Basicss HumbcoH. Ha mevyatu OBITT OTTHCK HE3HAKOMOTO repba,
HAIIOMUHAIOIINWHM 0YepTaHUS IITHUIHL.

— Kakas memréBka, — QBIPKHYJ OOUH U3 IeMOHOB. — Jlaxke 1e4yaTh HOPMaJIbHO IIpoliedaTaTh He
cMoOrTH. Bugumo, moMecThe Takoe opaHoe, TOTOMY YTO BCE IeHbIM Ha OyMary CITyCTHIIH.

— Jla oTKphIBau yxke! — notoponun HumbcoH.

Mowuce#t pa3BepHYJI TUCT. [[eMOHBI 06IENIN €TI0 CO BCEX CTOPOH, TBITAsICh 3arITHYTh Yepes IIedo.
['epost ¥ ero Apy3ey IPOCTO OTIIUXHYIU B CTOPOHY.



IlounTaB 70 KOHIIA, HEMOHEI XOPOM... IIJIIOHYJIX B CTOPOHY ITIOMECTBAI.

HunbcoH nepexBaTui MUChbMO. TaMm OBIJIO CKA3aHO, YTO €CJIM OHU He XOTST BCTPETUTHCS C «CAMBIM
y2KaCHBIM CYILIECTBOM B MUPe», UM He CTOUT U IIary fenaTth K foMy. boee Toro, eciu oHu
ITPOOBUHYTCS XOTh HEMHOTO, TOXUTUTENN YOBIOT OOHOTO 3a/I0KHUKA. EIé mar — u gBoe MepTBhL. U
TaK [0 TeX I0p, IT0Ka OHU He yOepyTCst BOCBOSICH.

[Tocrne 3TUX Yrpo3 CIemoBasio OINHHOE U HalbIIIeHHOEe ONKUCaHUe TOTO CaMOr0 «yKacHOT0
CylIecTBa», IIOJIHOE HeJIeTIhX IPUMePOB U 3anyruBanuil. [locneqHsas cTpouKa, HanucaHHas SBHO
IPYTO¥ PYKO¥ — TOPOIUIMBO U KOPSIBO, — TpeboBasia MpeKpaTUTh MpecieqoBaHe U HaBCceraa 3a0hITh
0 KpHUCTaJe.

Hunbcon Mojya nepenan mucbMo bapTy, KOTOPEIA MOAIPHITUBAI OT TI000NBITCTBA. HeyauBuUTEebHO,
YTO IEMOHHI TaK OTpearupoBanu. EMy ¥ caMOMy 3aX0TeJI0Ch Chbe3UTh aBTOPY 10 (GPUIUOHOMHUH.

BapT mouwnTan u BEIpa3uil 00IIyI0 MBICITh OMHOM (Dpa3oi:

— OTOro mapHs 4TO, MYJI II0 TOJIOBE JISSTHY?

Bce opyXKHO KUBHYIIHU.

Yrpo3sl OXUTHTeNeH UL Pa33afopId 1eMoHOB. M crano 6e3yMHO UHTEPECHO, YTO 3TO 3a
«CaMoe yXKaCHOe CYIIIeCTBO». B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHM CaM¥ — MCYaUs ThMHBI U3 JIETCKUX CKa30K. KTo
MOKeT ObITh CTpAlIHee HUX?

YTo XKe KacaeTcs 3aJI0XKHUKOB... [[eMOHBE CHHXPOHHO XMBIKHYJIA U OPYKHO CHEeJIajiy 1Iar BIepes,.

CHOBa CBHCT, U CTpeJla BOH3UJIACh B TO 2K€ CaMO€ MeCTO.

Bce 3amepny, oxkupmas MIPOOOJIKEHNS, HO HUUEero He IIPOU30IILIO.

Mouwuceii BrIITIET BIEPEN, BEIIEPHYJI CTPEILY U3 3eMJIU U C JIETKOCTBIO IIEPEJIOMHUT €€ MOTO0JIaM:

— U at0 BCE?

OnvH 13 IeMOHOB ITONOWIEN O/IKKe, B35/ HAKOHEYHUK U IIPOBEN UM II0 JTafioHU. JIe3BUe MOJIOCHYIIO
10 KOXKe, BRICTYIIM/Ia KPOBb. [IeMOH 3aKHMHYII B POT KPUCTAJIT 3JIEMEHTa ThMBI, KOTOPBIN BCETHA HOCUIT
B KapMaHe, 4, paboTast YeII0CTSIMHU, ITPOIIaMKaJt:

— Qurusa monHas. OObIYHAS CTpeJla, OaXKe sia HeT. CoBceM He KakK B KHHXKKax.



IToka oun TOBOPHUJI, PaHa Ha JIaJOHH 3aTAHYJIACh, 1 KOI'Ta OH IIPOTJIOTUII KPUCTAJIJI 3JIEMEHTA ThbMEI, OT
Iope3a He 0CTAJIOCh U Clieda.

— YucTeiit 611e¢d, — BEIHEC BEPAUKT IEMOH.

OcTanbHBIE Pa3049apOBAHHO 3arajifgeiin:

— d-To mymar, cefiyac HaYHETCH...

— 3ps TONMBKO KOau.

— Iaxe sga Het! XanTypmuku!

— Hukako# xapu3Msl y 3700eeB. X0Th ObI OGHOT0 I'epost MPHUIIHIIK OJIS TPUIHYHS.

— Wnu nokaneuyunu 6b1! A TyT — nmukK. CKyKOTHIIIA.

— ¢ HapesisIcst Ha ClaBHYIO OUTBY C CUJIBHBIM BPAroM...

— 3JT0 BCE u3-3a ['epoeB. OHU Takue cinabaku, YTO BPard TOXKe pacciabuiimce.

— Touno! Kiom 1 xoMIIaHus BO BCEM BUHOBATHI!

Krnop nuik 3aKaTHi riasa.

)%k

BryTtpu Betxoro nomectss Hus gocrana HOBYIO CTPEJTy U IIPULIEJIUIIACE.

PsmoM c Hel, yTupas IOT, HEPBHO TOITAJICS IIy3aTHIN JIBICHIH G0pomay:

— IloueMy OHU HE YXOOSAT?

— He 3naio0, — xomomHo Opocuia Hust.

JIBICHIM B MAHUKE 3aX0OHuII KpyraMu:

— MB&I Xe OTIpaBUIM MUCHMO C yrpo3amu! OObIYHO 3TO cpabaThIBaeT, JIIOOU MYTAlOTCS M YXOOAT. A
3THU... I0OYEeMy OHH IIPYT HAMIPOJIOM?



Hus HUYero He 0TBETHIIA, COCPEIOTOUEHHO TIIsIAsS Ha ocTpue cTpesbl. OHa Oblna JTUIh HAaEMHUIEH,
OHa BopoBaJia, JILICHIA CORIBAJ KpafieHOe, IeHbI U MomojaM. Eciiu ux 10BUIH, €€ METKOCTb ITIoMoraja
uM cOexkaTb. OOBIYHO OHM ITPOMBILIISIIN 110 MEJIOYH, TPabuI 3aKUTOYHBIX 00RIBATE/IEN, KOTOPHIE
IIPEANOYUTAIIN HE CBSI3EIBATLCS C 3aKOHOM U MUPHUTHCS C ITOTEPEH.

Ho aToT kpucTan ObIT caMbIM JOPOruM, 4To Hust Korga-nubo mepkaja B pyKax.

HemaBHO Ha HUX BHIIIENT TAMHCTBEHHEIN YeJI0BEK B 4épHOM miamie. OH mOpy4Yus uM 3To Aeno. Hus He
3HaJla fieTasel, e€ MpUBIIeKsIa JIUIIbL 6aCHOCIOBHAsA CyMMa.

OHU HUKOTZIa He TPabuii ayKIHUOHBI — 3TO OBITIO CIIMIITKOM OmacHO. KyKOJTPHUK CaM COCTAaBHII IIJIaH,
Hus mUIIb cliefoBasia ero yKa3aHusIM, oydast KOPOTKUE BEeCTOUKH. [[eJ10 BHITOpesIo, HO
TIPeCJIeIoBATeU 0KA3aJIiCh He U3 POOKOTO HecsTKa.

Hust He Bepuiia, 4TO €€ CTPEJIE UM JypalKkoe MUChMO KOTO-TO HalyraloT. 3a Te HECKOIbKO JHEU, YTO
OHa IIpoBeJjia B moMecThe HUIbCcoOHa, OHa MOHSJA, YTO UMEET [EJI0 C HEIIPOCTHIMHU JIIOIbMU. A 3TH
CyIIecTBa B YEPHBIX IIJTAlNax... 13 00PEIBKOB UX ¢pa3 OHa MOHSJIa CaMOe CTPAILIHOe: 3TO IeMOHEL.

Ho marpapga Oblyta CMIIKOM BenuKa. Hus Kpemde cxkaja ayK. Ecoiu oHa MONMy4YUT 39T JEeHbIH, OHA
3a0epéTt HuHy ¥ OHU HaBCeTfa MOKUHYT 9TOT IIPOKJIATHIN ropof. bombiie He 6ygeT Kpax, He OymeT
cTpaxa.

OHa nuIb Hafiesinach, YTO €CJIU BCE TMOMOET MpaxoM, oHU momandaT HuHy. Ta Befib HY B UEM He
BHHOBATA...

JIrICHIN GOpomay, He JOXKAAaBIINCh OTBETA, BRIPYTaJiCS U MOIIEN Briy0b moMa. OH MUHOBAJI HECKOJIBKO
KOPHIOPOB, TaBUPYS MeXKAY HEeIOOBUKHBIMU (GUTYpaMH C 3aCTHIBIIMMU JIUIIAMU, U ITOCTy4ajl B OOHY
13 JIBEpEHu.

— Boupgu, — npockpexeTan U3HYTPU CTap4YeCKUU rojioc.

Bopomay, mogo60CTpacTHO COTHYBIIKCE, 3aIIET B KOMHATY.

— B uémMm geno?

— Onu 3mech. Te, KOMy IIpuHaAIexkKan KpuCcTal.

— FJ'IYHOCTI/I, — YeJIOBEK B KalIlIOIIIOHE OTKPEIJI I''la3a. OH nopHAn KPHUCTAaIIJI K CBETY, II02KHPasd €ro
XKaJHBIM B3TJIAO0OM. — Tenepb 9TOT KPHUCTAJIJI 3JIEMEHTa TEMEI IIPUHAOJIEZKUT MHe!

— Jla-ma, KOHEYHO... — JIBICEIY CHOBa BHITED 1OT. — Ho OHU yxKe y BopoT. CTpensl Hum ux He
OCTaHOBAT. MoXeT, mIopa...



HerOMaHT CIIPATAJI KPUCTAJIJI 3JIEMEHTa TbMEIL B H.II/IpOKI/Iﬁ PYKaB, IIOrjiazkKuBaid €ro CKBO3b TKAHb.

— Mou MapHOHETKH eIllé He CKa3a/i CBOEro CJI0Ba, — CIIOKOHMHO IPOM3HEC OH.

Ha atoMm pasrosop 0wl oKOHUEeH. Bopomay momkeITancs ObIIO YTO-TO HOOABUTH, HO, HE JOXKIABIIHCE
OTBETA, TUXO MOMSTUIICS K BRIXOIY, CTapasiCh He IIyMeTb.

BrIiiis B KOPUIOP, OH BHIIPSIMUJICS, HO TYT XK€ e[Ba He MOAMPHITHY OT y2Kaca, HaTKHYBIIKCH Ha
«JIofen», 6ecrieTbHO OPOOUBIINX II0 JOMY.

OpmuH U3 HUX 3aMep, Me[IJIeHHO ITOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ YCTABUJICS Ha HETro IMyCTHIMHU I'1a3aMu. bopomay
BXKAJICS B IBEPh, UYBCTBYS, KaK MOATUOAIOTCS KOJIEHHU.

Bcex aTux cymecTs npuBén KykonbHuk. OHU He €7y, He CIajy, faxe He Mopranu. Koxka y Hux Oblia
CEepoii ¥ XOJIONHOM, a IBUXKEHUs — OepraHeiMu. [1poxuB ¢ HUMU 60K 0 60K HECKOJIBKO IHeH, 6opogay
IIOHSJT: 9TO He JIIOAHU. OTO TPynsl. OXUBIINE MEPTBEIHL.

MeprtBelst! OT 3TO MBICIIH ¥ HETO BOJIOCH HA I'OJIOBE 3aIIEBEJTUIIUCE.

MapuoHeTKa IMOIOoIIIa MOYTH BIIOTHYI0. OH 6e3KHU3HEHHO JEPHYI TJla3aMu, CJIOBHO OIleHUBas
yrpo3y. YoeauBIIMCh, YTO O0pofay He OIaceH, MepTBeI] Me[JIEHHO OTBEPHYJICS U MIPOMIOIKHUII CBOH
6eCCMBICTIEHHBIN TYTh IO KOPUAOPY.

JIBICHEIM CTIOJI3 TIO ABEPH, UYBCTBYS, KaK CepAlle KOJIOTUTCS Ioe-To B ropse. Ho cTouno emy nepeBecTu
IyX, KaK MApUOHETKH B KOPUOOPE 3aMepiiu. [IBephb 3a ero CIMHOM paclaxHy/lach, U OH ITOBAJUICS
HAB3HUYb.

HekpoMaHT Imeperrartys 4epe3 Hero ¢ HeCKpPhIBAEMBIM ITpe3peHreM. MapuoOHEeTKH TYT Ke OXKUIIA U
BBICTPOMJIUCH 3@ €0 CIIMHOMN. YesloBeK B YEPHOM IIjIallle ABUHYIICS K BHIXOAY, U MEPTBEI[BI ITOCIYIITHO
moOpesnu CIIemoM.

Bopo;:[aq IIOOOXKMaaJl, IIOKA UX IMaru 3aTUXHYT, ¥, IPO0XKa OT CTPaXa, IMOCIIEIINII CIIEA0M.

keksk

He 06pa1.ua;{ BHUMAHHUSA Ha PeOKne CTPEeJIbl, OTPAN TIOIOIIENT K IMapagHBIM OBEPSAM. I/ISHYTpI/I
AJOHECIIOCh PUTMHUYHOE «TYK-TYK-TYK>», CJIOBHO KTO-TO HACTOMYHBO CTy4all 110 JEepPEBY. BeTxoe
IIOMECThE HAKOHEII-TO Ha4aJIO OIMPaBABIBATE CBOIO 2KYTKYIO PEITyTallAIo.

Mowucelt TonkHYN BopoTa. Ha opyro# cTBOPKe OH YBUOEJ TOI'0 CAMOT'0 KOPOTHIIIKY B Macke. TOT
CTOSIJI, OIIYCTUB PYKU, U MePHO Guscs ronoBoi o aBepk. «Tyk. Tyk. Tyk».



Bce 3amosuanu. Moucei CMOTpe Ha HETO C HECKPHIBAEMBIM HEIOYMEHUEM.

[TouyysiB 4y:KaKOB, KOPOTHIIIKA MeJIEHHO ITOBEPHYJI T010By. OH 06BEJ rOCTEH IIyCTHIM B3TJIIOM,
II0CTIE YeTro TakK Ke MeJIeHHO OTBEPHYJICS U IPOJOKUT CBOE 3aHATHe. «TyK. Tyk».

HGMOHBI-HOJI‘-II/IHéHHbIe HEBOJIBHO TTOEXKUIIUCh.

HunbCcoH MomomIen 1 moXJIonaa CTPAHHOT 0 apHs 110 11evy. ToT 00epHYIICs, TIOCMOTPET Ha HEro 1
CHOBA IIPUHSJCS OUTHCS I'0JTI0OBOM. HUITbCOH MOBTOPHUI MOMBITKY. Peakius Orina Toi xke. Torma o
XJIOTIHYJI €T0 TIOCUJIbHEE.

Ha 9TOT pa3 MepTBel] MOJIHOCTHIO Pa3BepHYJICS K TOJIIE.

IleMOHE CHHXPOHHO B3OPOTHYJIX 1, BIEIIUBIINCE OPYT B OPYyT'd, HCTOIIHO 3aBOIIXJIIN:

— 3AYEM TbI ET'O TPOT'AEIIB?!

HunbcoH omemmmn:

— BrHI yero?

— CTPAIIHO XE!!!! QAQ ITPUBUIEHUE!!!!

KopoTHIliKa B MacKe CHeNal OEpraHbli mar BrIepén. [eMoHb, He CBOAS C HEero rias3, B yXKace
CTJIOTHYJIU ¥ TaK K€ CHHXPOHHO OTCTYIIHIA. MepTBell, CJIOBHO BEIOPAB IIe/ib, HEOXKUOAHHO OBICTPO
no6exaJ MpsiMo Ha HUX. [JeMOHHI C KpUKaM¥ OPOCHIIACH BPACCHIITHYIO.

— QAQ CITACUTE! — royocunu oHZ Ha BCE IIOMECTHE.

— MEPTBEILIBI O2KHWJIN!

— JEMOHOB YEUBAIOT!

— [TPU3PAKH!

— Oppuas, HA TTOMOIIb!



— '’EPOU-TIOJOHKHY, TOJIBKO ITOITAIWUTECH MHE!

Ko 3akpait TUI[0 PYKOX U COYYBCTBEHHO ITOCMOTpes Ha Mouces:

— 4 1 He 3HAaI, YTO OHU TaAKHUe...

Mouceii CTOSI C KaMEHHBIM JIUI[OM, XOTS B €0 Tjla3aX YHMTal0Ch riy0odaliliee cTpafaHue.

— Hudero ocob6eHHOT0, — BEIIaBUI OH. — Y KaXKA0ro AeMOoHa ecThb cnabocTs. OHM HUYEro He 605TCH,
KpOMe... IpPUBUEHUM.

Kmop xoten OvI710 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Moucel pe3ko 060pBa ero:

— Jaxe He B3gyMai 00 aToM BcrioMuHaTh! [Tomunnénnble Benukoro Koponst He ucmnyraauch Kakoro-
TO TaM IIpu3paka!

A B 3TO BpeMsi HEMOHEI ITPOAOJIZKAJIM HaMAaThIBATh KPYT'X I10 OBOPY:

— MOMUCEH, TIOMOT'U!

— I'EPOM, BLIPYYAM!

— OTTAIIUTE EI'O OT MEHA!

— OHO HE OTCTAET!

— 4 XO4Y JOMOM, B 3AMOK ITOBEJIMTEJIA TEMOHOB!

Mowucel OKOHYATEIbHO CHUK 1 3aKPHBIUI JINIIO PYKaMH.

MepTBell T'OHSJ IEMOHOB, TT0Ka Moucei He cobpasics ¢ cuiiaMu, YTOOL BMeIIaThCs, HO TYT
KOPOTHIIIKa BHe3amnHo 3aMep. OH pa3BepHYIICS U, HeJIelo 3aKUAbBas HOTH, 3allarajl BHyTPb
IIOMECTBSI.

Bce mepernsiHyIuCh ¥ OCTOPOXKHO ABUHYIHUCH ClIeqoM. Moucel IPUCTPOUIICS B XBOCTE U, IOTHAB
CBOUX TOJOTIEYHEIX, ITPOIIUTIE]:

— Ilo3opuire!



— QAQ... — TONIBKO U CMOTJIX BHIIaBUTH TE.

— Bul — nopunHEHHBIE dapuaHa! Kak Bel MOTJIM UCIIYyTaThCS KAKOr'0-TO XOAS4Yero Tpymna?!

— QAQ...

— Ham Oppwuan xkpueTt Hac! A BH OIO30PHUIIK €0 Iepefl 9STUMU HUKYEMHBIMU ['eposimu!

— QAQ...

— Ecnu 'epou y3HAIOT, 4TO BE GOMTECH IPU3PAKOB, OHM XK€ 3aMy4aloT HAIeTro TOCIOONHA — OH Beb
TOXKEe UX 00 cCMepPTHu 6ouTcs!

— QAQ...

— BrI IpocTO TAHETEe BpeMs! — B cepAllax 3aKoH4YUI Moucen.

IIeMOHHBI HayaIy 00MKEeHHO MePeIIenThBaThCS:

— Boo061e-To, KpucTasa 3JleMeHTa ThMEI TIOTEPSIT KMEHHO Moucen.

— Moucet — Harnas poxa. [logymaenrs, npu3paku! Hair Koponb Toxke UX O0UTCS, U YTO TeIeph?

— A 4 BOT He CKaXy, 4To Mowucel CerofiHs CHOBA MOMAJIOKUII CTEIbKY B OOTUHKM, YTOOH Ka3aThCs
BHIIIIE.

— To-To 1 CMOTpIO, OH Ha IeJIbIi CAaHTHMETP MOAPOC 3a HOYb. A s-TO AyMaJl, OH IIpaBAa pacTeT.

— C 4ero 6b1 3T0 Mowuceto pactu? Hai rocmogu BoH KaKOM KOPOTHIIIKA.

— Pa3Be poCT KOpois Kak-TO CBsI3aH ¢ pocToM Mowuces?

— A pa3sBe HeT?

Mouceii 3ackpunesn 3y6amu.

OH¥M BOIIUTH B TJIaBHBINA 3aJ1. TaM OBIIO TyCTO — MapHOHETKa B MacKe McYe3Jia 3a MoBOPOTOM. UTOOB!
He pa30penaThCsi, BCe CIPYAUNIUCH B IIEHTPE, 0KUasi X035IMHA JOMa.



Bckope 13-3a BCeX ABEPEH IOCIHIIIANIOCE IIypIIaHue. MepHbI# TOIOT «TOII-TOM-TOII» Pa3falcs B
KOPHUIOpaX, ¥ B 3aJl Ha4a/Iu BXOAUTH JIIOAM B Mackax — TOUHEIE KOIUYU IIEPBOTO MOCTaHHUKa. OHU
OKPY2KUJIU OTPS[ MJIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM, IIEPEKPHIB BCE YTH K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO.

Tsk€nple OBEPU C TPOXOTOM 3aXJIONHY/IUCh. 3aHaBeCKHM Ha OKHaX OIYCTUIIUCH caMu c000M, oTpe3as
II0CTIeOHUY CBeT. B 3ane BoIlapuics MoNyMpak. [JeMOHHL TyT XKe 3aKIJIM Ha JIafl0HSIX MaJleHbKUe
OTHEHHBIE IIaphl, YTOOH! XOTh YTO-TO BUMETh.

BHe3amHo BCIBIXHYJIa OTPOMHAs JI0CTPa MOf MOTONKOM. [ToMecThe aBHO OBLIO 3a0pOIIEHO, OT
CBeYel OCTAJIMCh JIUIIh OIPBI3KH, U3bENEeHHEIE MEIIIIAMY, HO Teleph Ha HUX 3alljIsScallid S3bIYKU
njaMeHu. OTOHB OBIT CTPAHHOTO, TPU3PAYHO-TOTy00Tro0 11BeTa. I1maMs BUCeIo B BO3OyXe TaM, Tae
KOTa-TO OBbLJT BOCK, HAIIOIHSS 3aJT XKYTKUM CUSTHUEM.

IleMOHBI B3APOTHYJIH, UX COOCTBEHHBIE OTOHBKM TI0Tac/u. [Ipu cBeTe MPU3PayHOTo IJlaMeH! OHU
SICHO YBULEJIU JIUIla CBOUX BParoB: Cephle, 0e3:KM3HEHHEIE, C TyCTEIMU I'JIa3aMHu.

9T0 OBUTH MEPTBEIIH.

Y neMOHOB IOOKOCHUIIMCEH HOTH. 3a0kIB 0 IMPpeXHUX 061/1)1ax, OHH CHOBa KMHYJIUCH 3a CIIMHY Moumuces:

— MAMOYKH! — opanu onu. — CITACUTE! IIPUBUIOEHKWA! OHHU [TIOBCIOLY!
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