TJIABA 2. HOYHOM TTOBET

— IOu-3p, npocuucs! Hy ke, mpoceinaucs!

CkBO3b IefieHy Tsxkesoro cHa E BaliTaH MoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK KTO-TO HACTOMYUBO TPSICET €ro 3a IIIeyo.
OH c TpymoM pasfienuI BeKU U B3OPOTrHYJI, YBUIEB Iepenl co00M CMYTHBIN CHITYIT.

B HeBepHOM JTYHHOM CBeTe, Tp0oOKBaBIIIEMCS CKBO3b OKHO, OH €[IBa Pa3/IMUUII JIULIO0 MYXKUUHEI
CpenHUX jeT. TOT TOPOIIJIUBO HATATMBaJ Ha HETO OfeXKy, a CHapyXKU TeM BpeMeHeM [TOHOCHUJICS
OTUEeT/IUBLIA JISA3T MeTaslma.

BajitTaH Tynmo cMOTpesl Ha He3HAKOMIIa, He B CHJIax cC000pa3uTh, YTO MIPOUCXOMHUT.

— Ou-3p, mocnymmaii oTija, — MyK4YKWHa PHIBKOM IIOAHSJI €T0 C IIOCTEJIX, 3aCTaBUII BAETh PYKH B
PyKaBa ¥ MPUHSJCS 00yBaTh B CANOru. — Y3H-BaH IMOOHSI MITEXK, IToMecThe JIo OKpyKeHO ero
JIIOABMH... BlipodyeM, K 4eMy CJI0Ba, TH BCE paBHO He moiMelrs. Cefyac TH yiensb ¢ OpaToM yepes
IIOTAWHOU X0, OH 3aIl[UTUT TeOsl.

BoaiiTaH HaKOHeI] BCIIOMHUJI, YTO HaXOOUTCS 3[0eCh «I10 BEJIEHUIO CBHIIIIE» — B paMKaX CBOEU
KOMaHIUPOBKU-TlepepoxkaeHus. OT yCNIBIIIaHHOTO OH BITajl B CTYIOpP. Pa3Be eMy He 06Gellany XK13Hb,
TIOJIHYIO POCKOIIY ¥ Heru? KaKoro uepTa OH [OIKEeH Kyfa-To 6eXKaTh B IEPBLIY Ke NeHb?

B mymie 3akunena spoctsk. «4sHb ®3H, TH, MKUBas oOpa3uHa! Knsjcs ke, 4TO TOMeCTbe He TPOHYT!
Hac TyT B KOJbLIO B3SI7TM — YEM 3TO OT/IMYAeTCs OT KOHPUCKanuu 1 Ka3Hu? [Ipu KoHpUCKauum XoTs
OBl B CCBIJIKY OTIIPABIISIOT, @ TYT, 4Yero qoOporo, momoiaM pa3pyosT. XoTs HET, pa3 OKPYKUITHA —
IIIAHC IIPOPBATHCA €Ille eCTh».

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BOPBAJICA OTPAA BOOPY2KEHHBIX miogedt. OT KaXK[I0Tro BeSII0 XKaXI0u KpPOBH
" 3aCTapenofI raprlo, a 3a UX CIIMHAMH CJIBINIAQJINCh KPUKH U IIYM CXBATKH.

Batitan B3mporuyn. «Hy Bce, MpUmbid. MSATeXXHUKY yKe BHYTpU. MHTepecHO, KaK MeHs
npukoH4YaT? Hageoch, OBICTPO U He ciaumkoM 60m1bHO. [ToxoxkKe, KOMaHAMPOBKA 3aKaHYKWBAEeTCs, efiBa
yCIeB Ha4yaThCsA. BepHyCh — U3 3T0r0 YsHbs ®3Ha TUYHO AYIILY BEITPACY».

— He 6oiics, FO#-ap, 9T0 TBOI OpaTt, — OTell yCIoKauBalolle MOXJI0Nall ero o 1ievyy u 06epHyscs K
BoleAmuM: — YTO TaM Ha ynuie?

— Orewn, moper YsH-BaHa CIUIIKOM MHOI0, CTpaXKa [0JIr0 He IPOOePKUTCSA, — OTBETUIL
IIPEABOAUTENIb OTPsSAda. — YXOOUTE C CHIHOM Yepe3 TaWHBIM XOf, a 1 OCTaHyCh U 3afepxky ux. — OH
MeJIbKOM B3T/IAHYT Ha JIo FOs. — A 3TOT fypadok IyCTh OCTaeTcsl co MHOU. CeMbsl KOpMHUIIa €T0
TPUHAALATH JIET, TTopa OBl U €My COCIYXKUTh CIyKOYy...

— Jlo YxaHnb! — pe3ko oOopBan ero oten. — [enai, Kak s cKa3as: 3amunian OpaTta. Ecnu o



Oru0HeT, MOXKeIIlb He BO3BpaAIlaThCA.

«Jlypa4ok? 9TO OH IIpPO KOro?» — BaliTaH OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aIlyTaics.

JTo YKaHb CTHCHYN 3yOBI OT Hocanbl. OH HUKAK He MOT B35ITh B TOJIK, IIOYEMY OTEIl TaK HOCUTCS C
9TUM HeJOyYMKOM. OH — 3aKOHHBIM CTApIIXAU ChIH, OIIOpPa CEMbHU, a ero CTaBiAT Ha OJHY OOCKY C
OnakeHHBIM. []a 9YTO TaM — IIEHST JaXKe MeHbIe!

Cnoputs, ogHako, He mocMmen. JIo YxaHb rpy6o cxBaTul BaiiTaHa 3a PyKy U IPOIIXTIEN:

— Tebe nyurire mocTapaThCs U He CIOXHYTh paHbIlle BpeMeHU. — OH rOpPbKO YCMEXHYJICS: — XOTS YTO
THI IOHUMaeIIb, UAHUOT. [IepKUCEH PSAIOM U He OTCTaBaM.

Bawitan: «...»

Tak «aypadyok» — 3TO OH?

«Hy, Tenepb moHsATHO, moueMy Yanb ®aH obeltas, 4To MeHs He pacKycaT. C uauoTa Kakowu crmpoc? ¥
HEero ¥ MaMsTU-TO, He0OCh, HET, HUKTO U He 3aMEeTUT CTPAHHOCTeN. X, KapayJsul s, KapayJui, a BCé
PaBHO B IMy YyroguJsl. 3HaJl X)e, YTO 3[eCh KaKOU-TO ITOgBOX!»

BoaiiTaH yKe OB TOTOB XOTh Cef4ac I'0JI0BOM O CTEHY YIapUThCs, YTOOB IOCKOPEee BEPHYThCS U
npu3BaTh YsHbs P3HA K OTBETY, HO BOBpeMs mepeayMast. Bcé paBHO JOJIT0 OH B TaKOM 3aBapyIlKe He
IIPOTSIHET, YMPEeT — Torfaa u pa3depercs.

TeMm BpeMeHeEM «HeYasHHBIN» Ianaiia HacTaBJIsI CTPaXHHUKOB:

— 3amumaiTe BTOPOro MOJIOLOTO I'OCIOAWHA JTI000H IIeHOM.

— Cnyuraemcsi! — XOpoM OTBETHIIH Te.

«M yero OH KO MHe Tak IIpUKUIIeN? — yOuBIsiCA Balitan. — BpocaeT HOpMabHOI'O CTapIlIero CelHa
pafu moJIOyMHOTO Miafiero. Heyxenu... cTapiinii He pOTHOU?»

— A-YxaHb, He BUHH MEHS, — MyXKYHHa II0JI0OXKHUJI PYKY Ha IJIeY0 CTapIlero ChiHa. — Brl 006a
IOJIXKHEI BEIKUTh. CeMbs JIo cripaBUTCS ¢ 3TOM Oemoil. — 3aTeM OH B3HEPOIINII BOJIOCH BalTaHy: —
HO1-3p, 6ymb yMHUIEH, cryIaiics 6paTta. Yepe3 HECKONIBKO JHEH s MPUIILTIO 3a TO0OM JTtoaei.

BoaiiTaH TyT Ke n306pa3ui Ha JKlle UAUOTCKYIO yIbIOKY. EMy X0Tenoch KpuKHYTh: «Ilamara, Thl YK
TIOCIIEIIN, @ TO MEeHSI MPUPEXKYT, U cracaTh OyOeT HEKOro!»



Jlo YkaHb OMYyCTHUIICS Ha KOJIEHU ¥ TPUAK/IHI TOKIIOHUIICS OTITy, ITOCIIE Yero AepHys 6paTa Ha cebs.

— Knangucs otiy! — npukasai OH.

BaliTaH UL TTIYIO XUXUKHYT. «Ara, ceridac, pa3bexaincs. Byay s KIaHAThCS I10 IEPBOM TBOEH
yKa3Ke — Cpa3y BCe IIOMMYT, 4TO s He AypadoK».

XO0Ts «mamnalia» BpoOn€e U BIIPAMBb OBITT HETIJIOXUM YeJIOBEKOM, U ITOKJIOH OH 3aClIyKHnJI, COBpeMEHHaA
TOPOOCTh BoiiTaHa IIPOTHUBUJIACH 1'IO,'[[06HI:>IM [IepeMOHHNAM.

BHe3anHO rpoxoT cpaxkeHus CHapyKu ycunuicsa. C KphIIy IpsMO K HoraMm BarTaHa pyxHYyI
YeJi0BeK.

OH OBITT BeCh B KPOBH, C OTPYOJIEHHOM PYKOH, a U3 IPYOU TOpYasl OJIUHHLIN Med. begHsra sBHO
[0KUBAJI TOCJIEIHUE CEKYHIBL.

BaiiTaH BEIPOC B O0raToi ceMbe. XOTh OH M 3aHUMAJICS B IETCTBE eAUHOO0OPCTBAMH IS
€caM0000POHHI, OH OCTABAJICS U3HEKEHHBIM CHIHOM MUJIIMOHEPa U3 IIMBUIN30BaHHOTO MUpa. CTOIb
KPOBABOT0 3peJIHIla OH He BUAe HUKOTrHa B xku3HU. OH 3a0past BO BCIO IJIOTKY OT y2Kaca, a K TOPIIy
MIOJICTYIIUIA TOIIHOTA.

910 OBIN0 cruirkoM. Cepalle TOTOBO OBLJIO BEIIPHITHYTH M3 TPYAU, BOJIOCKK Ha TeJie BCTaK OBIOOM.
BaliTaH BrepBhHIE MOYYBCTBOBAJ JIESTHOE JbIXaHUE CMEPTH.

— He mymu, yxoguM! — oTel] 3azkan eMy pPOT PYKOii, onacasiCh, YTO KPpUK IIPUBJIEYET BParos, U Ha
MT'HOBEHHe TIpuxKar K ce0e, yCcroKauBaolle MOTIafiuB 110 CIIUHE.

BaiiTan 3actaBui ce0st 3aMoJT4aTh. TeM BpeMeHeM OTel] yKe IIOBECHJT eMy Ha I1JIe40 HeOOoIbIIoH
y3eJ10K, IPUTOTOBJIEHHKIN 3apaHee, U MIPUHSIICS BO3UTHCS CO CKPBITHIM MEXaHU3MOM B CTEHE.
Pa3pascst Tuxui mendoK, ¥ OTKPHIJIACh IOTalHas ABEPD, Befylllas B TYHHEb 3a IIpefekl ropofa.

Xy [luHHaHb, HaYaIbHUK CTpaxu, C HECKOJIbLKUMHA 60fIHaMH IIePBLEIM HBIPHYII B TEMHOTY.

BaliTaH BoBpeMsl BCIIOMHMII, UTO B CyMaToOXe Iobera HYKHO MOJIO0XKUThL YTO-HUOYIb B IPOCTPAHCTBO
71T XpaHEHUs Ha BCSIKUU CTydaii. BpemeHu He OBLIO, B TONOBE I[APUI Xa0C, HO Iepef TeM Kak
CKPBITBCS B IIPOXOME, OH YCIIeJl He3aMeTHO CTSIHYTh Yel-TO KMHKal. UOTH Ha BepHYI0 cMepTh 0e3
OpYXHUSI — YBOJIbTE.

JTo YUkaub OpocuI IOCHAETHUM B3I Ha OTIIA ¥, He ITPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA, MOTAIuI OpaTa 3a co0oi.
OcTanbHBIE CTPAXKHUKY ITPUKPHIBAJIA THII.

TyHHeNb 0Ka3aJiCcsl Ha yAUBIIeHWEe JOOPOTHBIM: IMPOKUM, YUCTHIN, B HEM MOTJIM CIIOKOWHO Pa30MTUChH



ABO€ B3POCIIBIX MYyXK4YHWH. B03JIYX OBLJT TOYTH CBEXKHM, a B CTE€HaX 4Yepe3 PaBHBIE IIPOMEXKYTKH I'OPEJIN
MacCJIsSHBIE JTaMIIbl. BoaliTaH HEBOJIBHO ImogyMai, 94TO 3TUM XOOOM ITOJTB3YIOTCA YaCTEHBKO.

OTpsip mren GbICTPO. BatiTaH, coO CBOMMU KOPOTKUMU HOTAMHM, TO U [IeJI0 IIepexXonust Ha 0er, 4ToOkl He
OTCTaTh.

CrycTs HEKOTOPO€ BpeMs M3-3a HeXBATKM KHCJIOpPOoAa U ORICTPOTO TEMITIa ¥ Hero Havaso OaBUTh B
rpynou. Ho, moHuMasi, 4TO ceiyac pelnaeTcss BONPOC KU3HU U CMEPTH, OH TIOKOPHO TEpIIet.

Tak oHM LIIU MHHYT IIATHAALATh, IIOKA I'OJIOBA KOJIOHHBEL HE OCTaHOBUJIACE.

— Mornopoii rocrioguH YkaHb, — Mochbmanca rojaoc Xy [IluaHans, — Blepenu pa3Buiika. Kyma
CBOpAuYMUBaTh?

Jlo YxaHnb mpobparics Brepen. OgHa gopora OblIa YMCTOM, KaK ¥ Ta, II0 KOTOPOM OHM IIIH, a Apyras
— 3apocClley NayTUHOMN U 3aBaJIEHHOU MyCOPOM.

Orelr moapoOHO 0OBSICHSI eMy YCTPOMCTBO 9TOTO TabUpHUHTA, M03ToMy JIo YKaHb, He KONIeOsiCh,
yKa3aj Ha 3a6pOIIeHHbIN TPOXO.

Xy [IuHHaHB BeJlen 3axkeydb ¢akesnbl. CTpaKHUKY MPUHSAIKACH PACYUINATh IYTh OT BEKOBOMU BT U
NayTUHBL. JTOT TYHHENb SBHO He BU[E JIIofeil JONIrrie TOOHL.

B nopseMenne Bollapuiachk THETYINAS TUIIKMHA, HapylllaeMas JIUIIb 3ByKOM LIaroB. ATMocdepa
CTaHOBHUJIACh BCE 00jIee HAIPSKEHHOH.,

E Balitan — a Teneps yxke Jlo FOit — mien, He 4ys o coboit Hor. KpoBaBas clieHa Iepeq riia3aMu
HUKaK He 3a0bBanack. OH O0SJICS, YTO U3 TEMHOTHI B JII000¥ MOMEHT BBHIIIPLITHET YOUIIlA, UTH YTO
Bparu HalyT BXOA U IYCTAT B TYHHEJIb ABIM, IIPEBPaTUB UX B 3alleY€HHBIX KPEIC.

EMy 0T4YastHHO XOTEJI0Ch 3aTOBOPHUTH, UTOOEI XOTh HEMHOI'0 Pa3psAAUTh 00CTaHOBKY, HO 9TO HUKAK He
BsI3aJI0Ch C 00pa3oM uanoTa. MoxkHO ObIIO OBl TOMBIYATh, HO CTPaX OBITh YCIIBIIIAHHBIM CHapykKU
3aCTaBJIsATI €r0 MOIYaTh.

Yepes Kakoe-TO BpeMsl CUJIbl Hadanu MoKuaaTh F0#-apa, a B KUBOTe IIpefaTelbCKu 3aypdano. OTpan
1 He gyMan cO6aBisATh TEMII, TaK YTO IPUILJIOCH TEPIIETh. UTOOH OTBIEYBCS, OH IPUHSIICS
IIPECTaBISATh, YTO BIIEPEeIX MasYUT He CIIMHA OpaTa, a HaKPHITEINA CTOJI C UMIIEPATOPCKUMU
SICTBaMU: TyLIEHbIE CBUHEIE XXWUJIB C MOPCKUM OTYPIIOM, TapeHas LIKWBETTa C IpyliaMy, yTKa ¢
BOCEMbIO COKPOBHILIAMHU, I'PUOLI €2KOBUKH, CYI U3 JIACTOYKUHBIX THE3[ C KypUuleH...

«Ox, mo 4ero xe BKYCHO...» — JIo FOi mpoBen pyKo# 1o mog0opoaKy ¥ 00HApyKUJI, UYTO V HETO U
BIIPSIMb IIOTEKJIU CITIOHH.



Korga on YXe OBLIJI TOTOB BIIACTh B OTYASIHUE, IO HEro MOIIJIO: 9TO HE OH TAaKOH TOJIOJHEIM, 9TO
PeaKnus Tejla «AypadkKa». Ha OyIlie Jaxe CTaJlo 9YTh JIeT4e.

Ho ycranocTs u rojon HEKyfa He menuck. JIo FO#, He BHITUPas CIIOHEN O mylnel yoequTelbHOCTH,
nepuyn JIo UXkaHs 3a pyKas:

— Ky-y-maTs... X04y Ky-y-1IaTh...

Jlo YkaHb C OTBpAllleHWeM TJISHYT Ha CITIOHSIBYI0 POXKY OpaTa, ¥ TeM He MeHee OTKPHIT CBOH y3el U
TIPUHSIJICS B HEM pPBIThCS. CMeHHas 0fieKMa, IeHbI'M, Ma3H OT YIIHOOB ¥ paH — MOATOTOBUIINCH OHU
OCHOBATEJIBHO, BOT TOJIBKO O €fle HUKTO He TIOXyMall.

JIo FO#: «...»

«BexkaTh 0€3 MPOBU3UU — Mla THI ellle OOJbIINUY UONOT, YeM 5!»

— ¥ Koro-HuOyOb eCTh efla? — HETPOMKO crpocut JIo YkKaHb Y CTPaxKHUKOB.

OpuH 13 OOMIIOB MOCTAJ U3-3a MA3yXU TPSIUIY, B KOTOPYIO OB 3aBEePHYT KAaKOW-TO YePHBIN
YepCTBBIM KOMOK, ¥ IIpoTsanHyn JIo 0.

ToT maxe He IDEJIOXHYIICA. Ox 06osiJics, YTO 9Ta IMITyKa 3allJIECHEBEJIa €Ille IIPU IIPOIIJIOM
HMIIepaTope, U OH IIPOCTO UCIIYCTUT OyX OT OTPABJIEHHU .

JIo YxkKaHb THEBHO B3IJISHYJI U PABKHYIL:

— HatoT — emb! Yero Hoc BopoTulllb? He xouelbs — ronogau!

Jlo FO# BcioMHuUn noaBox Yaub @aHa, TyMaHHOe Oy[ylllee U MepCIeKTUBY JIMIINTLCS TOJIOBH, ¥ Ha
HEero HaKaTuJla TaKas HeBRIHOCHMas 00uMa, YTO OH, MOANABIINCh HHCTUHKTAM pebeHKa-Iypaydka,
I'POMKO pa3phIAacs.

CnuImkoM yK BeluKa Oblla IporacTb MexXkay 00ellaHHBIM paeM U 3TOM 6eCIIPOCBETHOM
peanbHOCThIO!

Emy cynunu XXu3Hb Ha BepIIMHE MUPA, ToYeT U 60raTCTBO, a HA [eJie OH 0Ka3asiCs C1ab0yMHBIM
OermeroM, KOTOPHIH ¥ THS He IIPOXKUI IM0-4yeoBedecku. OH IPOIIeI CTONBKO MU TI0 AYIIHOMY
TI0O3EMENTbI0, er0 My4HJia XKax/a, TOJIOM U CTPAxX, @ BMECTO COUYBCTBUS OH IIOIYYHUII JIUIITh YEPCTBYIO
KOPKY ¥ OKPHK.

«Kak xKe MHe napluso...»
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