[Toka 2Kanb IIu B rmy6uHax [IBopIila Mupaxei BENM Oeceny ¢ ero Bnageikoy, bait JIsiue u L3iou 11y,
OCTaBIIIMECS CHAPYXKH, He HaXOOuiIu cefe MecTa. ITH MeJIKKMe IeMOHHB U B 00BIYHOE-TO BpeMs
60sTMCh TIOKUOATh BOAK BeIMKOro KOPOIsi-aKyJibl, a V2K 0Ka3aThCs Y IIOPOTa OMACHOTO BIageHUs
Benukoro Koposs-Mupaxa d BoBce OBIIO [ HUX BepxoM Oe3paccyncTBa. OHU TO U [eJI0 3aJaBaluch
BOIIPOCOM: XBAQTUT JIM Y UX HOBOTO TOCIIOMHA CHJI, YTOOBI OOIETh CTaporo MoHcTpa? LI3toi Iy,
Oynmy4u TJIynoBaThIM OT IPHUPOMLI, IPOCTO AepKajiCsd Iofablile OT ONTaCHBIX aKTUHUYN U JIOBUJI
IIPOIIILIBAIONIMY MUMO TIJIAHKTOH, a BOT baii JIsTHb He CBOIHUII I'JIa3 C BXOAa BO ABOPEL], TBEPAO PEIIMB:
CTOUT YeMY-TO IIOMTHU He Tak, OH TYT e OacT AEPY.

OnHaKo [eiCTBUTEIBHOCTD OKa3aach Jajeka OT Ux nyrarwimux ¢panta3ui. [loka bau JIgHb
BCMaTPHUBAJICS B TEMHOTY, OH BOPYT TOJIKHYJI TOBapUIlla JIOKTEM:

— Inapu, [IBopeln MUpaxeHn... OH OYOTO LIEBETUTCS.

L1310t 111, 3aHSATHIMA TOTJIONEHHEM IIJIAHKTOHA, C TPYIOM OTOPBAJICS OT TPaIle3hl ¥, MA3HYB B3TJISI0M
TI0 CTPOEHUI0, MTPO6GOPMOTAIT:

— Jla 6pocs Tri! 'Ma3a, mogu, 3aMbITHIIHUCE.

Ho enBa on OOT'OBOPHII, KaK OBOPel COOPOTHYJICA BCEM CBOMM BeCOM — OOHWH Pa3, HPYFOfI.

Li31o11 [1Iu oToponen u ycTaBuscs Ha bait JIsHs. [[Be MajieHbKHe PHIOKU-IEMOHBI 3aMepIId, TSI
OpyT Ha Apyra B HEMOM BOIIpOCe: ITopa yxKe 0exkaTh U elle HeT?

[Toka oHM KoJIe0auCh, TPSICKa YCUIUIACh. BHe3amHo BCE BeMuKe JBOPIa — KOPAJIJIOBEIE CTEHH,
JKeMUYXKHbIe POCCHIITY U [IparolieHHEe KaMHA — B OIHO MIHOBEHHE 00PaTHIIOCh B IIpax. ['pymer
00JTOMKOB 0CeN Ha MOPCKO€ [HO, a CIIeOM BCIIEIXHYJIO 30JI0TO€ CHUsHHEe. MaTepHuakl, U3 KOTOPHIX
OBITT BO3IBUTHYT ABOPEI], B3MBIIM BBEPX U PA3/I€TENIUCh BO BCE CTOPOHEI, MTHOBEHHO PACTBOPHUBIIUCH
B BOJIE.

L1301 [1Iu BRITApaIIXiICS Ha 9TO 3penulle, 3a0biB 0 CTpaxe. Bckope W3 MyTHOI B3BECH ITOKA3aJICs
CHUJTy9T — 3TO OBIJ MX HOBHIM 'OCTIOOVH.

Bait JIsiHb, KOTOpPHIH OBIT Kyoa coo0Opa3uTeIbHEE CBOETO CITYTHHUKA, TYT XKe OpPOCUJICS HaBCTPeyuy.
2Konp I1lu BHTTISAEN COBEPIIeHHO pacciableHHbIM; B PyKax OH HeOpezKHO mepsKan CBI3KY U3 TPEX
CUSIOIIUX KEeMUYKUH: ogHa Obljla MOKPYIIHee, IBe APyTrue — 4yTh oMeHbIe. XoTs bait JIsSHb
HUKOT'IAa HEe BUOE]I TAKUX COKPOBHUIII BXXWBYIO, OH MTHOBEHHO OOTadaJICdA, 9YTO 3TO U €CThb JIETEHOAPHEIE
XKeMuyKUHb KOXKHBIX MOpEX.

— [To3mpaBnsiio rocnoguHa ¢ 06peTeHreM COKpPOBUIlla! — 3alpHyYKTal OH, PACCHIIAsACh B IOXBalaxX. —
Kakast kpacora... CMUpeHHBIN CllyTa ¥ He Yasi YBUAETh TaKoe Yyfo.

Koaus Illu mogHAT PyKy, pacCMaTPHUBasi XKeMUYT B TYCKJIOM CBeTe TTyOuH. JIUII0 eT0 0CTaBalioCh



PaBHOMYLIHBIM.

— Y710B HENI0X0U. YYUTHIBas, B KaKOU yrnagoK npuiuio FOXKHoe MOpe 3a 3TU T'Ofbl, HaUTU TaKoe —
yX&e ygada. 2Kajb, 4TO UX BCEro TpHU... — OH B3mOXHYJI. — [lapuTh Takoe faXke KakK-TO HEeJIOBKO.
CnuIIKOM CKYLHO.

Ycneimas 310, gaxe npocronyluHby L3tou [y He yoepzKascs oT Bo3rjaca:

— Taxoe cokposuine! Jaxe Benukuii KOponb-aKyJia 3a BCIO XKU3Hb €[Ba JIX pPa3fo0bl1 OB XOTh OOHY,
a TOCIIOAUHY TPEX MaJlo AJIs mogapkKa?

2Konp IIIu He ymocToun ero orBetoM. OH IIPOAOJIKAI 3aAyMUYKUBO BEPTETh KeMUYKUHEI TTepef
TJIa3aMu.

— JI71s KOJIbIla OHU BEJIMKOBATHI, OyeT CMOTPEThCS BEIYYPHO. JIydine coOpaTh OpacieT — u HOCUTD
ymoOHO, ¥ BRITISOUT U3sIiHee. Ho MOMONMHATh UX OOBIYHBIM XKEMUYYTOM — TOJIBKO IIOPTUTH JEJIO.
HykHO HalTH elllé HECKOJIbKO TaKUX XkKe, YTOOHI IIOOXOAUIIH 1 T10 IIBETY, U 110 Pa3Mepy.

Baii JIsHb TYT XKe MOOXBATUJI MBICTIb:

— MezI HeMe[iis OTIIpaBUMCS Ha oucKu! PaccipocuM Bcex, pa3dy3HaeM, e NPUTAuINCh OCTaIbHbIe
XKeMuyKuHb FOXKXHEBIX MOpen AJs Balllero mopapka.

IoroBOpHB, OH MOTSHYT 3a coboi [[3to0i [IIu, u mBe PHIOKHU, BUTbHYB XBOCTAMHU, CKPBIJIUCDH B TIIyOUHE.

B ronose y LIgio# 111, KaK 06bI9HO, OBIIO TyCTO — OH IIPOCTO IILIT 3a ToBapuieM. A BoT baut JISHb
BOBCIO Pa3MBIIIJIAT: KTO K€ 3TOT TAaUHCTBEHHBIA «OH», Pagy KOTOPOI'0 TOCIIOAUH I'OTOB Ha TaKue
TPYOBI?

[Tpu Bceit cBoelt coobpa3uTenbHOCTH, ball JITHL ocTaBasiCsl BCETO JIUITL PEI00HM C KOPOTKUM BEKOM U
Y3KHM KpPyro30poM. Pa3 rocnogus Tak me4eTcs o nofapKe, PEILIn OH, 3HaYUT, 3TOT TaUHCTBEHHLIH
agpecaT — KaKoW-HUOYIb BeJITMKHH IeMOH, BO MHOTO pa3 MoryiiectBeHHee camoro 2Kaub I11u. MuIcb
0 TOM, 4YTO TeIepb OH CIYKUT TAaKOMY BaxKHOMY T'OCIIOAUHY, a B OyayIleM BCTPETHUT elle 6oree
BEJIMKUX CYIIHOCTEH, 3aCTaBua €ro CUSITh OT TOPAOCTH. [IyTh K yCIiexy Ka3ajcs IpeapeIeHHbIM.

Ot u30wiTKa 4yBCTB bait JIgHb mapy pa3 Kpemko orpen miaBHUKOM LI3ion [lu.

— Tol yero gepémsbcsa?! — BO3MYTHIICS TOT.

IlBa MaJleHbKUX OEMOHA, IepepyruBasiCh, OTIIPABUIINCH CO6I/IpaTB CIIYXH. A B 3TO BpeMs TOT CaMBIH
4YeJIOBEeK, KOTOPOMY IIpedHa3Ha4aJICAd CTOJIb IIeHHBIA Oap, USHBIBAJI B IOMECTEE KHA35 L3uHusg B
OXKHIOaHUHU XOTh KaKOW-TO BECTOYKH.



KOxHOe Mope 11exkano 3a THICSYH JIA OT CTONMUIBI. KpBITbsi OYMaKHBIX IITUIl TOHKY U CITa0Bl; Jaxe
MOANIMTaHHbIE NYXOBHOU 9HEPTUEN, OHU JieTenu Jonro. ['y CIOHbYKHY XKOall JHU U HOYH, HO OTBET BCE
He npuxonui. Kua3p L[3uHb, YbY M1aHbl 3aCTOIIOPUIIUCE, TO U [AeJI0 IoHyKal CIOHbYKYM CHOBA
cBsizaThed ¢ [lIuctonom. CTapuk MeTaliCsd B COMHEHHUSIX: CTOUT JIM ITHCATh €I€ OJHO IMUChMO WU
Jydlile TMYHO OTIIPaBUTHLCS K rope Jla3ypHoro Heba?

Tombl ciTyk0BI COBETHUKOM B TIOMECThe 00Tecan ero XxapakTep, 3aCTaBUB 0TKA3aThCS OT MHOTHX
IOHOIIecKuX upeasnoB. OgHako nepen nuioM [lluciona I'y CloHbYKM HEBOJIBHO IBITAICS cOOpaTh 110
KyCOYKaM CBOE OBlJI0e [IOCTOMHCTBO, OTYETO er0 HEPEIUTEIbHOCTh TOJIKO KpEeTla.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH IIPU3HAJICS ce0e, YTO Yy Hero MPOCTO He XBATHT AyXy CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS C
[[TucronoM Tak ckopo. OH peInuy HaKCaTh eulé pas.

[TucemenHast 6ymara, nogaperHas 2Koub [Iu, xpaHunack B U3SIIHOM Japlie U3 ajlol JPEBECUHEL.
CroHbpUKHY 3aKa3aj ero yepe3 Cso Lly#, moTpaTuB HeMAJyI0 YacTb CBoux coepexenuit. CiyKaHKa-To
IyMaJlia, 9YTO B TaKOM HOPOTOM Bellulle OH OymeT XpaHUTh peKoe 30JI0To, ¥ OblJIa pa30yapoBaHa,
00HApPYKKUB BHYTPH JIUIIb [TAYKY YUCTHIX JIUCTOB.

CIOHBYKY CH[IEJ Y OKHA, Mom0upast CJI0Ba [JisE HOBOTO IOC/IAHuUs, KAaK BAPYT Ha MOJOKOHHUK
OTyCTHJIACh OyMaXKHas ITHUIIA.

CHauana OH IIOgyMaJ, 4TO r'a3a ero noaBonsaT. I'y CIOHbYKM IIPOTEP 0YKM, BCMOTPEJICS — IITHIIQ,
HaKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY, ABaX/bl TOHKO MUCKHYIa. CTOUIIO eMy IIPOTSHYTh PYKY, KaK OHa IOBEPYHBO
OMyCTHJIAaCh Ha JTAJIOHb ¥ ME[JIEHHO pa3BEPHYach B TUCT OyMardu.

Crapuk mepKaji MUCbMO JpPOXKAIIUMU PyKaMu, He pelasich Mpo4yecTh. Korma e OH HaKOHEIl OIYCTHIT
B3IJISII, TO YBUMAET BCETO MiBe CTPOKHU. [TouepK OblsT HeOPEeKHBIM, JIETSALUIUM — BUIHO OBLJIO, YTO
IIMCAJIA B CIIEIIKE:

«CIOHBYXKM, OPYT MOM.

Hrrre s B FOXHOM MOpe, HO CKOPO Bo3Bpalaich. Cpa3y ke npuny K tebe, TOTHa U YBUOUMCS».

B 9Tux cioBax He OBIIO HU KAIlJIM YYBCTB, 3TO OBITIO Jaxke He IMHCHMO, a CKopee yBemoMmieHue. Ho
cepaie 'y CIoHBYXKY ITyCTUIOCh BCKa4b, OTHABAsCh T'YIKUMU yYOapaMu B Ipynu. bymb emy
ISTHAAIATh, OH OBl CYENT 9TO MPUSTHEIM BOJIHEHMEM, HO B €r0 TOMBI TaKas apuTMus Oblsla ormacHa. OH
TOPOIIJIMBO IIPOTJIOTHII ABE IUIIONH, YTOOH YHATH CUITbHYIO OPOXKE B CEPALIE.

O6er4y€éHHO BEIIOXHYB, OH BHE3AIHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJ YKOJI KAJIOCTH K caMoMy cebe.

«B MOEM Bo3pacTe Jaxe PagoCcTb MOXKET CTaTh CMEPTEIbHOM... Kak mpuckopOHo. Y KaKoW CMEBICT B
3TOU BCTpeue?»



Ho Bcé ke — Ha 9T0T pa3 llIucioH caMm pemus IpUUTHA K HeMY.

I'y CloHbYXKY IIepeYUTHIBaI 3TH JIBE CTPOKK CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, KaTas CJI0Ba Ha SI3hIKE, CJIOBHO TOPBKYIO
onuBKy. OH He MOT B3ATh B TOJIK: 3aueM [II1CIoHY, KOTOPHIM rogaMu He ITOKUal CBOeH TOPH,
BHE3aITHO MOHago0OUIIOCh JIETETh Ha Kpal cBeTa, B KOxkHOe Mope?

B momogoctu CioHBYKYM MHOTO ITyTENIECTBOBAJI, HO IO TEX MECT TakK ¥ He mobpascs. [TyTe Tyma Obin
JIOJIOT ¥ OTIACEeH, Te 3eMJIA CUMTAJIMCh HCKOHHEIMHU BIIa[IeHUSIMU JEeMOHOB, Ky/ia OOBIYHEIE
3aKJIMHATENH U HOCa He Ka3allH.

OH 3Han, 4To MacTepcTBo IlIKCcioHa MTPeBOCXOOUT ero COOCTBEHHOe, HO HUKOTTA He 0CO3HaBal —
HACKOJIbKO uMeHHO. Korfa o mokuHyn ropy JlasypHoro Heba B IITHAAIATh JIET, OH €Ié HU pa3y He
CITyCKaJICSI B MUP BMeCTe C HacTaBHUKOM unu IlIucionoM. [Inst Hero moturs [1lucioHa Bcerpa Oblyia 4eM-
TO TIPUBBIYHLIM, JOMAIITHUM, He TpeOyIoIuM qoKa3aTeNlbCTB. [103Ke, BCTpedas APYTUX
3aKJIMHATeJIeH, OH BUOE UX CJIa00CTh ¥ HeBeXKeCTBO, IIOHMMAs, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX He rogutcs 2KoHb
[T 1 B IOOMETKHU.

U Bcé xxe — FOxHOe Mope.

BeiBan nu [lucion TaM panbie? CTpaHCTBOBa Jix OH 110 MUPY? I'y CI0HBYKY BAPYT C TOPEYbI0
OCO3HAJI, 4TO, KPOMeE TeX JIeT, IPOBEEHHLIX BMeCTe Ha rope, OH He 3HaeT 0 CBoéM IIIucioHe pOBHEIM
c4étoM HU4Yero. Hu riayOuHEL ero fao, HU ero IPOIIIoro, HYU JaXke ero HCTUHHOIO BO3pacTa.
BcnomuHas ux HefaBHIO BCTpedy, CIOHBYXKY OHOBPEMEHHO BOCXUILAJICA €r0 BEeYHOU I0HOCTHIO U
TOCKOBAJI [10 CBOEY yLIEIIeN XXKU3HHU.

OH Tak IIOrpy3uUJICSL B CBOU MBICJIM, YTO He 3aMeTHUJI, KakK B ABepsx nmossunack Cgo Lyu.

— HOpJI Fy, — HEPEeIIUTEJIbHO ITI03BaJia OHa. — Tam Bac CIIPAIlIMBAIOT.

B nmocnemgHee BpeMs OHa 3Bajia ero «jopgoM». CHadana, mogpaxasi CBUTe KHsI3s, Berdalia
«rocroguHoM ['y», TIOTOM IepeHsiyia Y OBOPOBBIX MEBOK (haMUIbSIPHOE «JIOPA», & KOTfa MOHsIa, YTOo
€€ KOKETJTUBbIE B3TJISEI HA HETO He IeHCTBYIOT, CTajla AepXKaThCs MOMUEPKHYTO BEKITUBO.

CroHbuk# OBITTO BCE paBHO. OH OTJIOKHUJI IUCHMO U IIOHSIT T'OJIOBY:

— KTo0-TO U3 momecTna?

Cso Lyt mokadana rojioBOU, OHa BHEITISIAENIa CTPAHHO CMYILIEHHOU:

— Her, g HUKOTr'Da ero He BUesa.

Y I'y CioHbYKU He OBITIO HU CEMbH, HU OIU3KUX Opy3ed. HUKTO, KpoMe JTiofell KHS35, HUKOTa He



IMPpUXOOHUJI K HEMY, TaK YTO HEYOUBUTEJIEHO, YTO CIIY2KdaHKa 3aMsJIaCh.

— MoxeT, 3T0 KTO-TO U3 3aKJIMHATEIIeH, KOTOPHIX IIPUTJIacui KHA3b? XOTIT 006CyIUTh ferna?

Csto Llyit cHOBa IMOKa4aJjla T'0JI0BOM, OHa BAPYT T'YCTO MoKpacHesa. OHa 3aMsiyiach, IomOupasi CIoBa, u
HAKOHeIl BHIJaBUIIa:

— ToT yenoBeK... OH cKa3aJl, 4To OH Bail IIIucioH.
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