['JIABA 21. YMEPETDH — TAK BMECTE

Mo XaHbpYH MYajCsd Ha Mede, He pa3bupas moporu. OH U caM He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO [IJIMJICS 9TOT IOJIeT U
KyZla B KOHIIe KOHI[OB 3aHecla ero cyabba. OTISHYTLCS OH He CMeJl — YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s
HalpoKa3uBIIMM peOeHKOM, B [Iyllle KOTOPOTro O0POJIKCh TOPhKOE pacKasHue U MPOKJISITas TOPHOCTE,
He TI03BOJISIBIIasl TPOCUTH MpoIeHusi. EMy ocTaBanoch muib 0eKaTh KaK MOXKHO Hallbllle, HaJesCh,
YTO PACCTOSTHYME IMPUTYIIUT YYBCTBO BUHHI.

OuHycs OH OT CTpaHHOrO 3penuuia. [Ipsamo nepen HUM CTOSI TIOMUHANIBHEIN CTOJI, HAKPHITHII
KpaCHOM CKaTepThi0, Ha KOTOPOM BO3BHIIIAJIACH TyIlIa IIeJIMKOM 3aXKapeHHOro KabaHa. [lepeq
TIOJHOIIEHNEM OBIMUIACEH 30J10Tasl KYPUIbHULIA; OT BPEMEHH T030JI0Ta Ha Hel U3PSIAHO 00/Iynuiach.
Tpu nanoyku 671arOBOHUM KyPUIIUCE, ¥ BETEP THAJ CU3bIHM JBIM IPSIMO Ha HETO. 3amax ofmypMaHUBal,
KJIOHHUJI B COH — TaK, [IOKHO OBITh, YyBCTBYIOT ce0st 60kecTBa B Xpame Tpex YucTrix. HaBepHoe,
€CIIY CULeTh HEIIOIBUKHO CIIMIIKOM [ONIT0, ¥ BIPSIMb IPDEBPATUIILCS B KAMEHE.

Y nogHoXuS cTOMA YepHeJla TOJIIIa: MYXKYHWHEBI, 2KEHIIMWHEI, CTAPDHUKU U NETHU — BCE€ OHU IIAJIM HHUII,
Orjallas BO3JyX KPDUKaMU:

— XKusoit HeOoxUTENb criycTUiCcS! MCTUHHEBIN 0€CCMEePTHLIH collen K HaM!

Bce Havyanock HE3a[0/Ir0 [0 9TO0r0. Mo XaHb4H JIeTesl COBCEM HU3KO, HO Ha MPeNesIbHOU CKOPOCTH;
ero baxyaH ocTaBysin 3a co00¥ TMHHBIN OTHEHHBIN IIIel¢), TaK YTO M3ManeKa Ka3anoch, OyaTo
IOHOIIIa CTOUT Ha o0jlaKe U3 MJIaMeHU. B KaKoii-ToO MOMEHT Ha AOPOTY BEICKOUMJI CTaPUK U, PYXHYB Ha
KOJIeHH, Bo3onui: «beccMepTHEIH, ciacu Hac!» Tak XaHb4M ¥ OKa3ajCs B 9TOU HEJEeNol CUTyaluH.
Bupumo, 3penrHue MecTa OBITH HACTOJIBKO TIYXUMHM, YTO JIIONM HUKOTIA He BUIENIN HU
3aKIMHaTeJed, HY Ta0COoB.

— O, xKuBOI HEOOKUTENL! — K HEMY IIOfIOIIeN CTapell, KOTOPBI caM BHITJIAMEN Kyna
BeTM4YecTBeHHee 1t000ro 6ora. B pyke oH cXKMMas HeCypa3HbIM TePCUKOBHIM ITOCOX, @ €T0 IIMPOKOoe
oflesTHUE, TOYb-B-TOYb KaK y 00KeCTBa 3eMJIH, BUCEJIO Ha UCXY/IABIIEM TeJle IIYCTHIM MEIITKOM.
BenocuexHas 6opopma MOYTH Kacaiach 3eMn. — Kxa-kxa... HaKOHEI-To THI IpHIIesT CIAacTH Hac.

— Tloromute, roe s? U HUKaKoM 51 He HEOOXKUTENh! — IPUHSIICS HAaCTOMYMBO O0BSCHITH XaHbYHU, HO
CTapuK, Ka3anochk, ero He cnbiman. OH aullb 60pMOTal, IOTPYKEHHBIN B UICTOPUIO CBOEM IEPEBHU.

— Bce Hawanoch gBafnaTh JIeT Ha3aj, — 3aBeJ OH, IPOCJIe3UBINNCh. — B MeHb COTHEYHOI'0 3aTMEHUS
MO¥ BHYK CITaCc MCTEKaOIero KPOBbIO I0HOMTY. MBI BEIXO[UIIM €0, HO OH He TIOMHUJI CBOETO
mporutoro. OH 0CTanCcs C HaMH, OHU C BHYKOM CTaJid KakK OpaThs... KTo ke 3Ha/, 4TO TPUHAAUATH JIET
Ha3af B OOHY U3 HOuel oH o0e3ymeeT? OH IMPEBPATHUIICS B KYTKOT'0 3Bepsi. BHYK MBITAJICS €ro
OCTAHOBUTB, HO OBITT pacTep3aH. C TexX IOp TBaph MPSYeTCs B JIeCy Ha Toi rope. Kaxmoe momHoNyHHE
OH CITyCKaeTcs, YTOOHI KpaTh JTI0fiel. PaHbllle eMy XBaTajio OOHOTO-IBYX, HO B IIOCTIEIHUI T'Of
alTeTUT eTo BEIPOC. MBI 3allepThl 3[1eCh €r0 YapaMy — YyKaK{d MOTYT BOMTHU B IEPEBHIO, @ MBI BHIUTHU
He B cuiaX. HaM ocTaeTcs NUIIh XKAaTh, TOKa MOHCTP BCEX HAC MEPEOYyLIUT. A g faxe HEe MOTY
OTOMCTHUTb 32 €QUHCTBEHHOTO BHYKA...



CrapuK BCXJIUIIHYJ, ¥ BOU TOJIEL IIepef anTapeM ycunuica. Mo Xaubuu ctasno He o cebe. CoBecThb
He [103BOJIUJIa EMY OTBEPHYTHCH.

— JlagiHO, — OH HEJIOBKO MOCKpe6 3aThIOK. — TOJIBKO ST JOPOTH HE 3HAIO.

IepeBHS BhIIENNIIa HECKOIBKUX KPETIKUX MYKUKH, ¥ HEOOIBIION oTpsig BMecTe ¢ Mo XaHbuu
OTIIPABHUJICS B TOpPHL. JIec 3mech OB I'YCTHIM M OOIIMPHBIM, ME3K BEKOBHIX IePEBbEB KypUalu PyUbH,
HO IOHOIITY HACTOPOXKHUJIO OMHO: BOKPYT He OBIIO CIIBIIIHO HU eIUHOT0 XKUBOTO CyllecTBa. Hu mTuil, HU
3BEpeN.

[Tpoiiast mpUNIMYHOE PACCTOSIHUE, OHU BOPYT IIOHSJIM, YTO Iei3axk He MeHSeTCs.

— Orel, BH YBEPEHHI, UYTO M UfIeM BEPHO? — XaHb4M orjspescs. OHU CJIOBHO TOITAIMCh Ha MECTE,
Onmyxkmasi B TPeX COCHaXx.

— CKOpo mIpufeM, yKe II04YTH Ha MecTe, — O0pMOTaJl CTapyK, OIUPasiCh Ha II0COX, OJHAKO IIar ero
CTaQHOBUJICS BCe cTpeMutenbHee. OH yXkKe He YCTyIall MOJIOABIM.

— Hy U IIPBITH Y BaC, — IIOXBAJIUII €TI0 XaHbYH, HO CTAapPHUK JIMIIb PAa30PAa2KE€HHO OT'PEISHYJICA:

— TloTopannuBarucs!

— BaMm He KaxKeTCs, 4TO MBI XOOUM prr‘aMI/I? — CHOBa CIIPOCHII XaHbYH.

— JTO BCe MOPOK, Yaphl IeMOHA, — CTAPHK TSKEJI0 IbIIIa, ero B3I/ OblT TUXOPagOYHBIM, —
MoncTp 60uTCsS KpoBU O€CCMEPTHHIX. BEICTpee, MOpeKb MaJiell ¥ OKPOIIH 3TH BEKOBLIEe KeIphi!

XaHbYM TTOYYBCTBOBAJI HeNlafiHOe. JIuIh Marudeckrue 6aphepsl 3aKIMHATE IEeH MOXKHO OCKBEPHUTD
KPOBBIO, YTOOBI 0CTIa0UTEL UX MOIIlb. [[eMOHMNYECKHe XK€ CUJIBl KPOBb OOBIYHO JIUIIb MTOANUTHIBAET. Med
BaxyaH B ero pyKe TPeBOXKHO 3aBUOPUPOBAJI, CJIOBHO YyBCTBYS OIIACHOCTb, IPO3SIIYI0 X0351uHY. Ho
XaHb4¥, CHEAEMbIM BHYTPEHHUM Pa3f0pOM U KeJaHUEM BHIIIJIECHYTh Ha KOTO-TO THEB, JTUIIb
cubHee CxKaj pyKosTh. OH MOJIOCHY 10 Maiblly — 4yTh pe3de u riyoxe, yeM TpeOoBaIoCh.

Arrple Kaniy yIanau Ha KOPy MOTY4Yero fiepeBa U TyT XKe BIIUTaJIUCh, UCYe3HYB 0e3 ciefa.

— A0-0-0! — pasgancs OrNyMUTEIbHEIN 3BePUHEIN PEB, OT KOTOPOTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, COOPOTHYIOCh CAMO
Hebo.

3eMJIs T HOTaMH ITOIIIa XOMyHOM. [OpHBEIE KaMHY MTOCHIIANTNUCh BHU3, @ KeIPH-BeIMKAHEl Hadajlu
MEeIJIEHHO MOTPYKaThCs B MOYBY. ['opa GyKBaIbHO pa3BalivBaiach Ha YaCTH.



— Croit! — B 3BePHHOM BOE OTYET/IMBO IIPO3ByYall YeJI0BEYECKHI T0JI0C.

Mo XaHnbuu B3Oporuys. OneIT, nojiy4yeHHblY B bamnae Maruueckux COKpOBHIL, [IOMOT €My He
nopapaaThCs aHWKe. OH MTHOBEHHO B3MBIJI B BO3[yX, YBOpPaYMBasCh OT KATSALIUXCS BAJIyHOB, ¥ IIEPBLIM
nenoM OpPOCUIT B3TJIAM TyHa, THe CTOS] cTapuk. TOT 3aMep Ha Kpaio 00phIBa, Hafi KOTOPHIM HABHUC
rpOMafHbI KaMeHb.

— Beperucs! — KpuKHYJT XaHbUM.

BaxyaH copBajcs ¢ ero 1afjoHu OTHEHHOM KOMeTOoX. C TOHKKMM CBUCTOM Me4 Bpe3aJiCs B BalyH,
Pa3HOCS ero B LIENKY NpeXke, Y4eM TOT YCIell pa3faBUTh CTaplia.

KOHor11a 0611er4eHHo BBIOOXHYJI, HO TYT 2K€ IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHUJIbI IIOKUAIOT €T0. ,]IYXOBH&H
JQHEPrud — ero UCTUHHAA CYIIHOCTb — HAd4YadJla CTPEMUTEJIbHO UCUYE3ATh. BaxyaH, IMoTePIB
IMOOOEeP2KKY X034dH1Ha, JKaJI00HO 3BAKHYJI U PYXHYJI B TPABY Ha IIOJIIIYTU K HEMY.

— Byap TH IPOKJIAT... — Ipoxpuries Xansuu. Ha s3sike BepTesnoch uMd JIo Cu: yX 3TOT apeHb
TOYHO He fan Oxl 06BecTy ce0s BOKPYT Iasblia.

IlepeBeHCKHE «300POBIKH», CTOSBIIHE PSIA0M, Ha4aii CTPEMHUTEIbHO MEHSIThCs. MX Koxka
npuobpeTana XyTKUN TeMHO-QUOTIETOBEY OTTEHOK, I'Jla3a 3aKaThIBAJIUCh, OCTABIISS JTUIIh MyTHEIE
Oenku. MBIIIIE pa3AyBaiiCh, pa3phiBasi Oflekay, a IMof KoxKel NyIbCHPOBaliy ToYepHEeBINe BEHH.
CTapuk U3MEHMIICS TaK kK€ — €ro rja3a BCIIBIXHYIM KPOBaBEIM cBeTOM. He60 Haji HUMU B MTHOBEHUE
OKa 3aTSHYJIO TSXKEeTbIMU UCCUHSI-YePHBIMU Ty4aMHU.

CTapuk B3MaxHYyJ IIEPCUKOBEIM II0COXOM, 1 Mo XaHb4M IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, OyATO B IPyAb eMy IIPUJIeTeN
yZap nylie4yHoro gapa. [IpxaHue epexBaTUjIo, BHYTPEHHOCTH CJIIOBHO CMSJI0 HEBUOUMOU PYKOH.
['opnoM mouta KpoBb. [lepeq rima3aMu IOMJIBIIN YEPHBIE MITHA, OH €Ba He JIUIIUIICS YyBCTB. YTOOH
He OTKJIIOUUTHCS, OH M3 IIOCJIEHUX CHUJI BLETHIICS B OCTPYIO BETKY U 3arHaj ee cebe riay0oKo B
TIafiOHb.

dn. Te Tpu manoyky 61arOBOHUY Ha anTape ObITA OTPABIIEHEL. YUYUTENH IPEeAyIPekKaa: MOIOIEIE
3aKJIMHATE U, TOJIbKO BCTABILINE Ha MyTh [lao, — nyu4rras moObrda mis eMOHOB. CHITE B HUX yXKe
MHOTO, a OIIBITA ¥ OCTOPOXKHOCTH elnle HeT. 2Krydasi 60/1b B pyKe IOMorjia XaHbuH IIPOSICHUTD PasyM,
HO TI0JIOKEeHMe OBIJIO OTYASTHHBIM: OH OKAa3aJICs B CAaMOM IIeHTPe KOJIbIla B3 MOHCTPOB. CTOMIIO
BOXKAaKy TOAaTh 3HAK, ¥ TBapU pa3opBasy OBl er0 Ha YacTH.

— Twt copBan nevats HebGecroro Llaps Ilupokoro B3opa! — TOT XKe ronoc, 4To IHITAICS OCTAHOBUTH
€ero, IporpoxoTas Haj ropaMu, oTpaxasich OT CKall.

B cBuHLI0BOM He0e OTKpPEBUIACh CUSOIIas TpeluHa. Vi3 Hee, OKyTaHHAs MATUIBETHLHIM CUSHUEM,
cnyctuach 6enocHexkHas Gurypa. 3To OB MUIKMHD, O0BSITHINA TPU3PAYHBIM JTa3YPHEIM IIITaMEHEM.
Mo Xaubyu 3aMep, 3a0BIB 0 6011, — OH BIIEPBHIE BUMEI JIeTeHAapHOe 60KeCTBEHHOE XKUBOTHOE.



Bernoe custHue BOKPYT 3BePs Havaao CXKUMAThCS, POOSICh Ha THICSYM MCKD, ITOKA HE CTAJI0
OCJIeIIUTENIbHEIM. XaHbYH HEBOJIBHO 3a2KMYPHJICS, a KOTla OTKPHIT I'/Ta3a, HUIHHb Hcue3. BMecTo
HETro Ha 3eMJIe CTOSIJT U3SITHBIN MOJIONOM IOCIIOOUH B O€JI0CHEKHEBIX 0JIeXKAaX C 30JI0THCTHIMU
BOJIOCAMM — UCTHHHBIN 00pa3 COBEPIIEHCTBA, COLIEIINI CO CTPAHUI] CTAPhIX KHHUT.

— MoxeT, Thl pacCKaXeIlb MHe, 4YTO 3[eCh IIPOMCXOAUT Ha caMOM fefie? — C TPYAOM BHITOBOPHUI Mo
XaHbYH.

MyXunHa-IIUINHD €[IBa 3aMETHO yJILIOHYICS.

— Xopottio.

OH B3MaxHYJ PYKOH, U chepa YUCTOro CBeTa OKPYXKUJIa uxX 000X, TOJHUMAS B BO3AYX. A BHU3Y MUD
OKOHYATEIhHO COIIeN C yMa. ['opa packasbiBaiach, U3 IIyO0KUX TPEIIUH TOBAJU T'yCTON
buoneToBEI AbIM. TaM, TIe OH KacasiCs 3eMJTH, [IBETH MTHOBEHHO YEPHEIH, a NePeBbs
IIpeBpallaich B TPYXy. 3alax THUIU U TeHa HallOJHUII BO3AyX. Vi3 Help rophl BHIPBAIOCH ILJIaMs,
OKpalnuBas yepHoe He60 B 6arpoBrie ToHA. [1o3Kap pa3ropascs, mpeBpalas OKPeCTHOCTH B CYIIUN
am.
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