Yu 0¥ mpocman B TUIIWHE BECh MONEHb, ¥ KOT{Ia OH OTKPHLI T7la3a, KOMHATY y2Ke 3aTOIUIIU TyCThHe
CYMEpKH.

[To mpuBBEIYKE OH MOYIOTHEE 3aPBIICS B OMESIIIO0, a 3aTEM, COOPABIIKCEH C IYXOM, PEHIBKOM CEJI,
HaMepeBasiCh MOTHSATHCS C mocTenyd. OMHAKO TeJo MOABEJI0 — B MEBIIIIAX He ObIT0 HU KallJTd CHIIHL.
HecKonbKO CEKyH[] OH 3aMep B HEJIeTO M03€e, 3aCTUTHYTHIM C71a00CThI0 Ha TOMIYTH, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB OECCHUIIBHO PYXHYJ 06paTHO Ha moayiuku. [lepeq rina3amMu 3amiscaiy 30JI0TEE UCKPEI, BO
BCEM TeJle pa3yIuiach Tymas 60Jb, a B TPYAX TaK COABHUIIO, YTO HA MUT ITEPEXBATHUIIO HHIXaHUE.

Xyu 1y, mexypuBIIas B cocegHelN KOMHaTe, yCIIbIIIaa yM ¥ IOCIEeITHO BoIla. YBUIEB €ero
COCTOSIHUE, OHA BCIIJIECHYJIA PyKaMu:

— l'ocioguH, Hy 4TO Xe BEHL fle/iaeTe?

OHa KJIMKHYJIa CTy2KaHOK, 1 Te 6epexkHo momorau Yu K010 cecTs, MOMI0XKUB IO CIIUHY MSATKHE
BanuKy. Ha KpoBaTh MOCTABUJIM HU3KUM CTOJIMK U3 KPACHOTO iepeBa. BcKope momanu iekapcTBa —
IIeJIBIX TPH Yallld, KOTOPEIe BMECTE C MHUCKOH 6eJI0¥ pHCOBOM KalllM 3aHSJIU IIOYTH BCE MECTO Ha
cTore.

Yu Ou IMOCJIYIITHO OCYIIHJI Yalllh C TOPEKKUM OTBAPOM U IIPHUHAJICSA IIOMEIINBATH JIOXKKOU Kallly.

«W BOpSIMb... mycTas noxneébka», — YHBIIO TOfyMall OH.
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Bckope nocsie yxkvHa B IIOKOM IT0XKanosasl MMepaTop.

Yu HO# BCE Tak ke I0JTyJiexKasl B IIOCTEJIH, JIEHUBO JIuCcTasi COOPHUK IYTEeBEIX 3aMEeTOK. Ero cTapeie
KHUTH B OCHOBHOM OBIJTM TIOCBSIIIIEHE BOBHHOM CTPATeru, HO OT HUX CeWdac TOJIBKO T'0JI0Ba
HayuHaia 00JIeTh, TaK YTO 3TH 3aMKUCKY OBUIN €IMHCTBEHHBIM, Ha YEM OH CMOT OCTAaHOBUTH BEIOOD.

B co3HaHuM TO ¥ [EJ0 BCIIBIBAIU OOPHIBKYA COBPEMEHHOM MaMsTH, U3-3a YET0 eMy OTYasTHHO
XOTEJI0Ch HaWTH KaKOU-HUOYIb aBaHTIOPHEIM pOMaH, ¥ CyXue ONMCaHUs 3eMeJlb Ka3aIuCh IPEeCHBIMU
Ha BKYC.

MMmepaTop CKPEIICS 3a IMUPMOH, YTOOR CMEHUTH ITapafiHOe 00JIaueHue Ha JOMAIIHEE, U 0TOCTIAl
IIPOYb CBUTY CIIyT U €BHYXOB. TOJIBKO ITOCIIE 3TOTO OH, PACIIYCTHB BOJIOCHI, TPKCEI Ha Kpal KPOBaTH.

Ero aypa 3aMeTHO CMATYMIIacCk; B Hel 60Jblile He ObIJIO TOM SIPOCTHOM, COKPYIIUTEILHOM MOIIH, YTO
OLIyIIajach YTPOM. B OBUKEHUIX CKBO3UJIa YCTalIOCTh, IpHaBaBIias ero 06J1MKy HECBONCTBEHHYIO
eMy JIeHuBY10 HeOpexHOoCTh. Yu KOl 3aMeTu, Kak CTOSIBIIasl HETIOOANIEKY I0HAs ClTy2KaHKa, KOTOPYIO
OH paHbIlle He BUAE, elBa 3aMeTHO ITOKpacHeNla, YKpagKoW B3T/ISTHYB Ha rocygaps.



«HaBepHoe, yepe3s mapy gHeH 5 eé 30ech yXKe He BCTPeUy», — OTCTPAHEHHO MOOyMall OH.

Yu KO 0T/10KUJI KHUTY U, IOTAHYBIIUCh K BOPOTHUKY MMIiepaTopa, IPUBHIYHEIM [BUXKEHUEM
IIOIIPaBUJI IPSAb BOJIOC, VIABIIYI0 TOMY Ha I'PYAb.

9T0 yXke cTano o0bKHOBeHUEM. C TOTO CaMOro0 JHS, KaK 3aBeplIniach LIepeMOHUS IIPOBO3TIalIeHNS
ero umnepatpunel, Lluub Cy, ecnu He OB B II0X0e, HEM3MEHHO IIPOBOMMII BeYepa B ero MOKOSX.
YacTo oHU [0 rIy00KOM HOYM CIIOPHUIIM O [ejlaX TOCyJapCTBa UM BOEHHHIX IJlaHaX.

Cras «cynpyrom» ummeparopa, 4u KOi oco3Has, 4To IPOgOIKUTE CBOM POI eMy yKe He CykKOeHO, HO
€ro 10 CUX IIOp YAUBIISAIO, HoyeMy ViMmepaTop B caMOM pacl[BeTe CUJI, KOTrfa IIoTh TpeOyeT CBOero,
TIOCTOSIHHO cOeraeT UMEHHO K HEMY.

Wnorpga, korga Llunas Cy OblI He B Iyxe, OH Mor OeciiepeMOoHHO THCKaTh Yu KOs, He 3Hag Mephl. Y UYu
FOs1 He OBLIO TPaBa Ha OTKAa3, ¥ OH JIUIIL BTaliHe pafoBajics TOMY, uTo MMmepaTop BEN ce6st Kak
VCTUHHBIN 671aroponHblit Myx — ecnu Yu H0# npossnsan ssBHoe Hexenanue, Lluns Cy HUKOTa He
IIepexonusl IOCIeqHIOI YepTy.

3a OBa roga OHY COMU3UIUCH OO HEBO3MOIKHOTO.

Yu HO# oueHnb mo6un Bonockl Lluae Cy. ETo co6cTBeHHBIe ObIIM HEIIOCTYIIHBIMY U )KeCTKOBATHIMHU,
TOTZla Kak y MMIiepaTopa OHU CTPYUJIACH IIOJ IIabllaMy, CJIOBHO TSKEJIbIY, IPOXJIATHEIN IETIK.

HOCKOJ’IBKy Yu K010 1 Tak IIPUXOOUJIOCE TEPIIETh BCE 3TU «TUCKAHBA», I/IMHepaTop IIPOABIIAII K HEMY
PEOKYI0 MHUJIOCTE — ITO3BOJIAII UTPATh CO CBOMMHU BOJIOCAMHU KaK YIOOHO.

Tenepb, Korma 'y Yu KOs HpI/IGaBI/IJ'IOCb IIaMATH O npyroﬁ XKWU3HY, OH ITIOHUMaAJI: TOCyHoapkb, HO}KaHYﬁ, u
BIIDAMEB IIXTAJl K HEMY KaKKe-TO YyBCTBA.

Pa3MEIIIATE 00 3TOM cerfyac ObII0 CKy4HO. EC/M HayaTh METATHCS MEXKIY MEICIISIME «3TOT YeJI0BEK
— HMMmepaTop, ¥ OH KO MHe H00p» ¥ «OH OePKUT MEHs B 30JI0TOM KIeTKe, IOmHupas Moé
MOCTOMHCTBO», MOXKHO OBIJIO JIETKO JIUIIKATLCS paccynka. ITomco3naTensHo Yu KO# BoCIIpHHUMATT
Luae Cy KaK Mya, C KOTOPBEIM IIPOKUII TPY T0Ofla, ¥ COBCEM He 3a00THIICS O TOM, HE CJIMIIKOM JIH
BOJILHO OH ce0s BEIET.

HmnepaTopy XKe 3T0, HAaPOTUB, HPABUIIOCH.

[Tocnenuue oBa MecsIia mocjie 00beqUHEHUS 3eMefTb Ha HEro JaBUJI HEMOObEMHBIN I'PY3
rOCyIapCTBEHHEIX 3a00T. 'HEB ¥ pa3mpakeHue KOMUIKCh BHYTPH, a eIMHCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK,
CIIOCOOHBIN Pa3meTuTh 9T0 GpeMsi, BCE 3TO BpeMs Bassics B moctenu. Lluues Cy 3nuics Ha HETO 3a
3TO, HO celYac, BUS €r0 TUXYI0 TOKOPHOCTH, IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK CepAIle HAIOIHIETCS HEXKIAaHHOM
PaOCThIO.



— Pemmi moOBITE KPOTKUM? — HETPOMKO cripocun MMmepaTop, risast, kak Yu KO#, mpuBanuBIIUCE K
nonymkam, mepebupaet ero npsigu. Cayru maBHO ObLIX BLICTIAHHI 3a IBEPb.

Yu FO#1 yke HEMHOT0 OKpeIl, I03TOMY He yaepzKajcs OT BO3pPaXKeHUs:

— Pa3Be g korpa-uubynb BEN cebs ¢ BamuMm BennuecTBoM nHaue?

— Tl THIKaN MHe TaiblleM B HOC ¥ TIOHOCHJI Ha YEM CBET CTOUT — U He pas, ¥ He [iBa, — CyXO0
3aMmeTtus Mmnepartop.

Yu I0# océxkcs.

— Torma Mut 06Cy}KJIaJ'II/I gejla I“OCy'JIapCTBeHHOI;I BAaXKHOCTH, — HpOGOpMOTaH OH CIIyCTA OOJITO€
MOJI9YaHHE.

Cnoa MiMnepaTopa BCKOJIBIXHY/IN B IAaMSITU MHOXKECTBO KapTHH.

OH BCITOMHMJI, KaK B CaMOM Haduasie IIpu gBope napctea 0 cTosim HeBooOpa3umsbli myM. Bee 3Hanmu:
ecnu Yu IO BO3r1aBUT apMulo, ero Helb3s MOChUIaTh Ha GpoHT npotus Llu. Toraa oH BEI3BaICA
UOTY Ha 10T, YyCMUPSITh BapBapoB. [IpupBopHeie KO3 Oy B sspocTH, ¥ ToNMbKO LuHb Cy, HallJIeBaB Ha
BCeX, INYHO BPYYHUJI eMy KOMaHIOBaHUE.

Bcmomuwur, kak LluHb Cy He CTall PaCIIyCKaTh €Tr0 JINYHYIO I'BaPOXIO U3 OIBYX ThICAY BEPHEIX GOIZHOB, a
BKJTIOUMJI UX IIEJINKOM B COCTaB HOBOK dpMuu.

Bcnomuun ocagy ropoga Baubuzss. O60poHOM KOMaHIOBa €ro CTaphl cCopaTHUK. HakaHyHe,
obcyxmas miaH aTaky, Yu KO# Tak pasoInéscs, 4To eBa He BHIIBLIPHY BCE K YEPTIM, OCHITIAS
Luab Cy IPOKIATHSIMH.

Co0OcTBeHHO, BCIO BOMHY C Llu ero rpeiana coBects. OH YyBCTBOBAJ cebs IpefaTeeM, IPoaBIIuM
ponuny. Korga peus 3axopuia 0 gUcCiIoKaluy BoXMCK Llu u pa3Begnanuslx, oHu ¢ Lluas Cy mopoi
CLIETIISIIUCD TIPSIMO 30eCh, B 3TOM cranbHe. OpHaxasl Yu KOii B IpoCcTH Tak BUeMuIcs MmmepaTopy B
BOJIOCHI, YUTO €[Ba He COIpasl KJIOK KOXKHM C 3aThlyiKa. Celiyac, BClIOMUHAs 00 3TOM, OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI
XOJI0]I,.

A Benp OBITIO BpEMSI, KOTHa OH IMOCPEAX HOUM IOMOITY CMOTpPeN Ha crsuero Lluue Cy, u TOT HU pa3y
He YIIPEKHYJI eT0 B 3TOM.

Yu FOii HeBOJIbHO KOCHYJICS KOHYMKA HOCA, YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPHU Pa3/IUBaeTCS HEJIOBKOCTb.

HMmepaTop He CTasl BOPOIIKTE mpomutoe. OH, He CHUMAs IIaThs, MPUIET PAOOM U IpUTAHYNI Yu KOs
K cebe.



— qepe3 HECKOJILKO JHEM B03BpaH.Ia171CH Ha COBEeTHL. B coBeTe ceiiuac Takou KaBapAak, 9TO He0o
TOTOBO PYXHYTh. briBie caHoBHUKH Llu J'II-O6y'I-O MeJIOYD IIBITAKTCSA CBA3daTh C TBOMM UMEHEM.
KJ'IHHYCB, MHe HOpOfI X04eTCd IMMPOCTO CHECTHU UM BCEM I'OJIOBEL.

Yu HO#, KOTOpHIM ITpocHal Bech ieHb U Telleph OblsT 604D, TOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK MMIepaTop psamomM
3aKpBLI I'71a3a U MTHOBEHHO IIPOBAJIUJICS B COH.

Ceppue Yu FOst cHOBa €KHYTIO.

Pa3gensaTs n0xKe U CliaTh Tak 0e3MsITexXHO... HuHb Cy " BIIPSAMBb 6631"paHI/I‘-IHO €My OOBEPMII.
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Ha cnenymomee yTpo, Korga MMnepaTop ymén Ha aygueHnuio, XyH Llu mpuBesia HOBBIX CIIyKaHOK.
YacTp U3 HUX TOHana B 0TOOP TOIBKO B 3TOM TOLY, APYTHE OBITH yKe OMBITHBIMU MacCTePUIlaMH.

3a Te gBa roga, uto Yu HOi yucnuiics Bo IBOPIlE, OH OBIBa/ 3[IeCh Hae3IaMu U COBCEM He TIOMHIUII
JIUI] TEX, KTO eMy MIPUCITyKKBaj. Termeps xKe HacTaio BpeMsi OKOHYATEIbHO YTBEPOUTS IIITAT:
YeTHIPEX I'JIaBHBIX CIYKAHOK U OBEHAAIATh MJIA/IIHX.

Yu FOu nonarasnics Ha epBoe BIedaT/ieHue U UHTYUALHIO.

I'maBuBIMU cTanu LI3b1 YKy, Bau Ilao, JIror Yxu u Lun ®sH. I3 YKy 0Ka3anach caMou
paccynutenbHou, JTtoi Yxku — xkuBor u yneiounBoi, L{lud @31 — elré coBceM IOo-IeTCKU
HermocpencTBeHHOH, a bai [1lao — Ha peIKOCThL BHUMATEIbHOM K MeI0o4YaM.

Xyu Llu momoxwuma o mOAroToBKe K «bomnbiomy ot6opy», 1 Yu KOt Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMep, IIPexXae
YyeM 0CO3HaJI: TEIephb Ha ero Ijiedyax He TOJIbKO BOEHHEIE Iejla M COBETHI, HO U YIIPaBJIeHue
MMIIEPATOPCKUM «3aIHUM OBOPOM».

Beyepom MmMnepatop cHOBa BopyYa:

— KaxX b BCTPEYHBIM HOPOBUT BIUXHYTH B MOU rapeM CBOUX JIIOLEM.

Yu KOii B3OOXHYII:

— 2KanoBaTbcs DOMXKeEH S, BeMb BO3UTHCSI C HUMU MHE.

Lwunap Cy yCMeXHYIICS, TS Ha HETO C JTYKaBCTBOM:

— TBos 3a060Ta — HecTu OpeMst «HegoOPOIeTeIbHOTO PEBHUBIIA». S TBEPHO PEIIHI OCTABUTEL 3TUX



CTAapPUKOB 0e3 HaCITeIHUKOB.

«Mog penyTanus ¥ Tak yXe HUXe HeKyaa», — nogyman Yu H0u.

B rnasax cTopoHHUKOB LI OH — mpegaTenb U U3MeHHUK. B rna3ax OwiBIIEero nmpaBuTensd Ly — manay
U uyma. A ojst YuHOBHUKOB K03 OH — KOBApHHIHM CO0Ma3HUTe b, He Haloui MIepaTopy 3aBeCTH
3aKO0HHOe ToTOMCTBO. Kakoe yxk TyT nobpoe ums? IIpocto GpaBOPUT, MOTPSIIIKM B IIOPOKE.

Brpouewm, ero aTo mMano 3a60Tun0. PaHbIlle 0H, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ TEP3ascs OBl M3-3a 3TOTO — Beb B 3Ty
3I10XY YMHOBHUKH JKWJIM Py CJIaBhl, ¥ MPOCJIBITE B BEKaX «3JILIM TeHueM» OblI0 cTpalHo. Ho
Telephb OH 3Hal eHy uctopuu. Eciu 661 ux ¢ Luas Cy UCTOPHS OOIIIA J0 JaIEKUX IIOTOMKOB, €€
HaBepHsKa Bocmesu OBl KakK «J1I000Bb 10 rpoba, OMHY Ha ABOMX», U HUKTO OBl HE BCIIOMHHUJI, CKOJIBKO
HECYACTHHIX Iy TOMUJIOCH B TEHSIX 3TOTO OBOPIIA.

Yu Ot BEIOPOCHUII 9TO U3 TOJIOBH U COCPENOTOYUIICS Ha BEI3OPOBIeHUU. CIIyCTs IOIMecsIa OH yXKe
TBEPHO CTOS Ha HOTax.

Emé yepe3 HeCKONILKO AHEH, yIy4uB MOMeHT, Korga Lluap Cy OblsT B [OOPOM pacIoiokKeHUH AyXa, OH
IIOTIPOCHUJI pa3pelieHnsl HaBeCTUTh momMecthe Kusass Lu.

Kus3b LI — 3T0 TOT caMBI¥i CBEePrHYTHIM MOHapx Ly, ObiBIINY HacnenHbd npuHi. [uab Cy maxe He
IIOTPYAUIICS TIPUAYMaTh €My HOBO€ UMSI, IPOCTO BHIOpas B CTOJIUIE BETXUY OCOOHSK,
IpUHa/JIeXKaBIINY KaKOMY-TO Ka3HEHHOMY UM BeJIbMOXKe, U Opocus 0egHATy TaM. [IpoIio yke TpH
MecsIa.

— Tr1 xouemb B moM Kusi3s [Iu? — 6eccTpacTHO nepecmpocunn MmmepaTop.

Yu FOu KuBHYyI:

— EcTb Bely, KOTOPHIE HY2KHO IIPOSICHUTD. JIeKapu TBEPAST, UTO MoU 00JIE3HU OT «AYIIEBHOTO
TOMJIEHUsT». KaxkeTcs, 9T0 efUHCTBEHHAS 3aH03a, KOTOpasi 0CTasiach.

WMnepaTop KOPOTKO YCMEXHYJICS, HO BCE JKe IaJl COTJiacue:

— 4 moeny ¢ To6oi.

«Ho ecmu MbI 6yeM BOIBOEM, pa3Be OH PEIIUTCS Ha OTKPOBEHHOCTH?»

Yu 0¥ Hapiesncs: MOroBOPUTE C OBIBIIUM APYTOM C T'J1a3y Ha I'ia3, YTOOH MOHATH IIPUPOAY €T
HeHaBucTU. OHU BBIPOCJIM BMECTE, U Ta APOCTh, ¢ KoTopou KH:A3b Llu B3upan Ha Hero, Ka3anack Yu
FO10 upe3MepHO# maxe Ang nobexgeHHOro Bpara. OH YyBCTBOBAJL: 3[IeCh KPOETCS YTO-TO, YETO OH He
3HaerT.
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[Tomectre KHg34 Ll Haxoguiock B BOCTOYHOM YaCTyU CTONUIEL. Korpa-To 3mech Kul 2KyHbaHb-X0y —
oTel] TI00MMOM HaNTOKHHUIIL IIOKOWHOT0 uMIiepaTtopa. Cyab0a 3TOTO «CBSIIEHHOTO TECTS», KakK U
BCEr0 ero popa, Oblyla mevasbHa.

Kapeta katunace mo ynunaM. [19Ts 1eT Ha3af 3pmech OyIieBasa BOMHA, HO TeIephb TOPOJ BHITIISAEN
MUPHBIM U TIpolBeTatomuM. [Jaxe ecnu Lluabs Cy 3axBaTUIl TPOH HE U3 BHICOKUX MOOYKIOEHUH,
ceiiyac OH UCKpeHHe cTapasics OBITh XOpoImuM paBuTeneM. Yu KO MOKOCHIICS Ha CUMSIIET0 PSIIOM
ViMmepaTopa — TOT C HEYUTaeMbIM BRIpakKeHWEM JIUIla PasrjsablBajl IIyMHBIM PHIHOK 38 OKHOM.

oM Kus3s1 LIy BcTpeTun ux 3amnycrenueM. [Ipu cTapoM X0y 37ecCh [japujia POCKOLIb, HO II0CIe
BonapeHus Lluap Cy nmoMecThbe 3abpocunu. HUKTO He MOTPYAUIICS HAaBECTH MOPSAOK, Korga OBIBIIETO
nMInepaTopa Ly npuBe3nu crofa Tpu Mecsla Ha3af.

Kus3s Llu okazancs ropaerioM. 3abpaB ¢ co00¥ JTUITh HECKOJTBKUX HAOXKHMUII, OH ITOCEJTUJICS B 3TUX
pasBanuHax. Ciyr u3 gBOpPIla IPUCIIATA HEMHOTO — He XBaTallo faXke Ha 3JIeMeHTapHBIe HYKIbl, TaK
YTO UM CAaMUM IIPUILIIOCH OTMbIBATh KOMHATHI, YTOOH! XOTh KaK-TO CYII[ECTBOBATh Ha CKPOMHOE
KHSI2KECKO€e JKaJl0BaHbe.

BopoT HuKkTO He oxpansn. Yu K# ycnen paccMoTpeTs 00BeTInanbid pacam 1, BHyTPEHHE
IIPUTOTOBUBIIKCH K TSKEJIOMY Pas3roBOPY, MOCTyYall.

HpOH.U'IO HeMaJlI0 BpeMeHH, IIpexnae 4eM OBePb IIPUOTKPHII HEMOJIOMOH, HEOIIPATHO OMEeTHIN CIIyra. On
OCTOPO2KHO BHITJIAHYJ X, COTHYBIIHCE B 1"J'Iy'6OKOM IIOKJIOHE, CIIPOCHII OPOZXKAIIMKUM I'OJIOCOM:

— Koro npusetcTByeT 3TOT foM? Kakoro 3HaTHOTO rOCTs?

Y Yu 105 cxkamoch cepaie. CyKUTh IaBIIeMy MOHapPXy OTIPaBISIX I1U00 JOBEPEHHEIX IIIKUOHOB,
60 paboB U3 YKClIa MPECTYIIHUKOB — U Te, U ApPyrue 00smuch COOCTBEHHOM TEHU.

VimmepaTop cTosi1 Ha mosmiara Buepenu Yu KOs, Bcro mopory oH XpaHMIT X0JI0gHOe MojTyaHue, ¥ Yu
FO#t He pelasics ero TPEBOXKUTE. Teneps ToCynaph JIUIIb CJIeTKa KUBHYJ CIIyTe:

— 910 renepan Yu. OH xoueT BumeTh Kusa34g Lu.

CBO€ uMs OH Ha3LIBATh HE CTall.

Yu I0# yousnéHHO B3rNgHYN HA Hero. Lluap Cy XKe B35J1 €Tr0 3a PyKY, ClieTKa IOATONIKHYII BIEPEN U
HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 6yny cmymaTh 3a IBepbio. [oBOpUTE.



Tonbko Torma Yu HO# monsn: I/IMnepaTop peninia CaMOJIMYHO, OCTaBadACh HEBUOMMEIM, IIPOCIIEOUTE 3ad
9THM PAa3rOoBOPOM.
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