CoJHIle KJIOHHIOCH K 3aKaTy, Korfa do YKy mpu3Baiy BO JBOPEII.

B ny4ax yracarmoIiero cBeTujia UMIIepaTOPCKUM cafi Ka3ascs 3aCThBIIUM. Ha rop6aToM MOCTUKE
CTosiNa XKeHuHa. Kak u npexpe, umneparpuiia JIu FOaub 6bla o61adyeHa B IPOCThIE ONEK/IH,
BOJIOCHI €€ He CTSTWBAJIM 3aK0JIKH, a JIUI0 0CTAaBaJIOCh HEBCTBEHHO YHCTHIM, €CJIM HE CYUTATh ajlon
TOYKY KMHOBapu MexX OpoBell. B pykax oHa mepxkasa gaury u3 6esoro ¢papdopa. ToHKME Tanblbl, HE
TPOHYTHIE JTaKOM, MEPHO Yeprajy PHOKUY KOPM M PacCHINaMu ero Hajl BOJOM. 30J10Thle KapnuKu
KOIOILIMINCh BHU3Y, OOPSICh 3a MPONKUTaHNUE, a CaMa BlafibluKlla Ka3ajlach BOIJIOMIEHUEM
0e3MATEKHOCTH.

Ao Yxu omycTunach Ha KOJIEHU:

— IIpuBetcTByo Baie BenruecTtBo. [10 KakoMy [esy BBl IPU3BaId MEHS?

— Bcranb, — JIu KOaHb maxe He TOTHSIA B3TJIsAIa, COCPEIOTOYeHHO Ha0moaas 3a psi0bio Ha Bofie. —
To, B 4éM ThHI 0O6BuHUNA L{10aHb U... CKOITBKO B 3TOM IIPABOBI?

— He Bcé nu paBHO, — Ao YKy momHSANACk, TONOC e€ Obl cyX U OeccTpacTeH. — Pa3Be Baiie
BenuuecTBO He OTIPaBUIK €€ B HEOECHYIO TIOPHMY, HEB3UPast Ha COMHEHUS?

HWMnepaTtpulia IOKOCHIIaCh Ha HEe:

— O6oxato YMHBIX mo;:[eﬁ, HO TEPIIETh HE MOT'Y TeX, KTO IIBITAETCA Ka3aTbCAd YMHEE MEH.

— A pa3sse Baie BennuyecTBo He IpeAnoyuTaeT IIPOCTO MOCIYIIHEIX? — ITapyupoBaia KaHIJIep.

— o Yxu, IIPOIILIHX I'OOHI, 4 ThL BCE TaK XKe Oep3Ka, — JIu KOaHb YCMEXHYIacCh, X1 B 3TOM HE OBLITIO HU
THEBd, HU MHUJIOCTH.

— [ToToMy uTO 5 3Hat0: Baire BenuuecTBo He YyOBET MeHS.

o Yxu onyctuna rina3a. OHa He moGaBusia rjIaBHOTO: «BEI UL TPOMOIXKUTE OUTH IO TEM, KTO MHE
IIOPOT».

CMmepTs JIud Mo He OBlJIa CIY4alHOCTHIO, KaK He OBbIJIO CITy4alHOCTRIO U €T0 MOSIBIIEHHE BO IBOPIIE.
Bcé 3T0 — numib n1oab HEJOBOJIBCTBA UMITEPATPHIlEL. Temeps, Koraa Ao YKy numuiach BCETO, CTpax
rcye3. OHa 3HalA, YTO Ta COXPAHUT el XKU3Hb. [10 KpaliHel Mepe, ceryac.

— IIpax JIuxr Mo... THI X04elb 3a0paTh ero? — 6e3pa3nuyHo cropocuia JIu FOaHs.

— Bame BenmuecTBo, pa3Be ero mpax He pa3BesiH B 9TOM CaMOM IIPYAY Ha KOpM peibam? Mnu Bel



PEILNIH 10KaJI0BaTh MHE BECh 9TOT yJI0B? — 0 UKM XOJIONHO YCMEXHYJIACh.

ViMmepaTpulia MefijieHHO ITOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY:

— 3HAYUT, TH BCE-TaKM y3Hala.

— TpyngHO He 3aMeTHUTD BalllUX NMPUBHYEK, — o0 UYKM ¢ TpymoM mofiaBuia KIOKOUYIIYIO B TPYAU
HEHABHUCTh.

— Tot x0T 0 4éM-HUOYOb Kaneenrs? — JIu FOaHb cMOTpPesia Ha HEE B YIIOP JIEASTHLIM B3TJISIIOM.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, BeoM i BaM BKYyC 106Bu? — fo YKu mogHsIa rojioBy X CTPaHHO,
6one3HeHHO ynbpOHYnach. — [I03HaMU 1 BBl KOTHA-HUOYOb MPHUBSI3aHHOCTh CTOJIb TIyOOKYIO, YTO KTO-
TO TOTOB OBITT yMepeTh 3a Bac? He 3a uMmepaTpuily — 3a XKeHIuHY? BhTo 1 Takoe?

JIu F0asb npoMondana. 3a COTHY JIET OHa CMeHHIa TPOUX MyxKel, HO BKyC UCTUHHON CTPaCTU NaBHO
CTEpCS U3 e€ maMsATHU. Bugs eé Mmonyanue, o YKy OYyBCTBOBala MEMOJIETHOE, OCTPOE
yIOOBIIETBOPEHUE.

— Ecnu HeT, TO MHE He B 4eM PaCKauBaTLCA.

9o Yxu BrIIpsiMuIack. E€ B3rsam ObUT TBEPOBIM, KaK B IOHOCTH. MMIepaTpuila HaXMypHUIach, HO He
IIPOPOHMUJIA HU CJIOBa, JIUIIb MaXHyja PYKOH, OTITyCcKas eé.

Vxomst, do Yxu Gpocuina mocnemHUR B3rIsAn Ha IpyA. «Coxkpanu CTONTBKO IIpaxa... I0YeMy BHl BCE
eIlé He TIONOX/IN?»

Korpa kaHIep ckpbliack u3 Buny, JIu FOaub mBeIpHYTa ¢papdhopoByio daImry B Bomy. Ctas prid
BCKUIIea, 60psich 3a OCTATKH KOpMa.

«Barmre BenuuecTBo, BB He MIOHUMaeTe JTI00BU. 3[MeCh HeT HUKOI0, KTO 00U OBl BaCc UCKPEHHe.
JIump Kaxaa BIAaCTH U BRITOOBL. JIFOOMIIH M BB XOTh KOro-T0? HeT, B JTI00UTE TOIBKO caMmy celst!»

IypHEBEIE BOCIIOMUHAHUS TEP3alid €€ pasyM.

— JIunr Mo, HeyXKenu Thl TaK CUJIBHO XKaXKaajl CMepTu?

O6ontyc norub He MPOCTO U3-3a pa3duToro Kybka. Ero ciosa ymapuiu B caMoe 00JIbHOE MeCTO, U
UMIlepaTpulla, He COBjIafiaB ¢ 000, MpuKa3aa 3a0UTh ero O CMEPTU. 3aCTHIBIIAS YIIbI0Ka
YMUPAIOLIETo 10 CUX IIOp JIAIIaa e€ OKosl. ByaTo YTO-TO BakHOE BHICKOJIb3HYJIO U3 €€ PYK, a OHa
Iaxke He MOHSJIA, YTO UMEHHO.



— Jlromett mHe! [Tpu3oBuTe O€CCMEPTHHIX HACTAaBHUKOB BO ABOpETI.

T'omamu oHa coOupasna BOKpYr ce0st MacTepoB TalHBIX UCKYCCTB. Korpa mpupmeT BpeMsi UCIIOIHUTE
maHHOe oOelllaH¥e, 3TH JIIOAYM CTAHYT e€ muToM. Mnu meyoMm. Ho BTaliHe oHa Hafiesnach Ha OOHO —
YTO TOT YEJIOBEK HUKOTTIa He BEePHETCS.

)%k

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, rocnoxa L{ioans M mokonunna ¢ co6oit B TIOpbMe, IPHU3HaB BUHY!

JIu FOaHb 3amepra oT yousneHus. KTo yrogHo mMor cioMarthscs, HO He Lroans Y. OHa mopoxusa
CBOEM IKypoy 00JIbIlle XXKU3HU, NHaUe He 0THana Obl efMHCTBEHHOTO POACTBEHHMKA BO ABOPEIL. 0
YKM TOKe He MOrjla e€ yOuTh — KaHIJIep NpefnoyuTaa IbTaTh XKUBHX, @ He n30aBIsATh UX OT
cTpamaHuii. CMepTh OBINIa CIUIIKOM JIETKUM BHIXOMIOM.

«Tak KTO XKe eé ybpan?»

B mBICTTAX HMMIIEPATPUIBI BCIIJIBIJIO OOHO UMS, X OHad XOJIOOHO YCMEXHYJIACh.

«Korma oH OBITT 2KUB, YTO-TO TH He ObIJIa K HEMY Tak gobpa».

BecTb 0 caMoyOuiicTBe «IpemaTenbHULb» [[f0aHh 1 MTHOBEHHO pa3iieTesach 1o cTpaHe. YUHOBHUKHU
3aBaJIUIM ABOpel TpeboBaHUSIMHU MTOKapaTh Bech €€ pox. JIu KOaHb XxpaHUIIa MOJTYaHHE, TO3BOJISS
CIIyXaM MHOXKHUTHCS U CESITh XaoC. 3a OOHY HOUb ObIIM Pa30pPEeHH! AecaTKY HoMoB. CTpax CKOBas
CTOJIHUILY.

B nepeynke FOHbBIIY# XKU3Hb CTaja HEBEIHOCUMOM. CTpaXKHUKK BPHIBAJIMCH B JOMA KaXK[Ible TPH [IHS,
¥ CTAPUKH, TOCOBEIIABIINCE, TPUHSIIH TAXKET0e PelleHre: YXOOuTh. JIydiine 6pOCUTL POOHEIE 3eMITU
u 6exaTh K rpanuiie ¢ CI0aHbXY, YeM XKOaTh, KOTHOA UX BEIPEKYT B COOCTBEHHBIX IIOCTEJISX.

CeMbH B TIEpeYIIKe, XOTh U He ObLIM CBSI3aHBI KPOBBIO, ECATUNIETUAMU KUK KaK OfHa II0Th. OHU
pemmny 3a6paTh ¢ cCO00M ¥ CUPOT U3 MpUIoTa. MaNbyUIIKY U TaK IeIBIMU JHIMU Oeraiu mo gBopam,
U KaX[ObIH yKe puCcMOoTpenl cebe «poputened». [Jaxe MeqBeKOHOK ['ao-csI013kl Buenusics B Ban
FOdy, Tpebysi, 4TOOH TOT CTANl eMy OTIIOM. A KOTZa y3HaJsl, YTO XOJIOCTSIKaM [eTeil He JaloT, YCTPOU
B 6ynouHol JIu I'3-3pa HacTOSLIMYN KOHIIEPT CO ClIe3aMU U BOIISIMH O CBOEW TOPHKOH [oJe.

JIu I's-3p nmoppancs. [Tog HalTOPOM IETCKUX CIE3 U HACTOMYMBHIX yxXaxuBaHui Bau KOdy o chancs,
U B CIIMCKe TepecesIeHIIeB CTalo Ha OJHY ceMbio 0osbine. OgHo nuis nevanuno JIu I's-apa — JIyH
HO# yxomuth He cobupascs.

— Xo3siuH JIyH, TH paBpaa ocTaémscsa? — JIu I'9-9p Msn B pykax GapTyk. OH UCKpEHHEe NMPUBS3aCs
K 9TOMY CTPaHHOMY IOHOIIIE.



— Y Hac 3pgech elne ectsb gena, — JIyH O Hanum eMy MpOIIaabHYIO Yallly KPemKoro BUHa U fo0aBul
KYBIIWH CIafKOX HaluBKU. — beperu aTo.

— 9%, 6obllle 5 TAaKOT0 He Ionpobyio... — B3mOXHYI JIu.

— 4 Hanunry Tebe penenT 3akBacKu. IIycTh TBOM MyK BapuT AJis TeOS.

— Ho ato xke... 370 Bepgpb TarHa! — JIu ['9-3p okpyrnun rina3a. CeKpeT Xopollel 3aKBaCKd KOPMUJT
11eJIble TIOKOJIEHUS MaCTEePOB.

— IlycTaku. Penent npocToro BuHa — He BeJIuKas LIEHHOCTh. A BOT CeKpeThl «PacCcrimaHHoro
3o1i0Ta» unu «CHa B TEICSIUY JIeT» s Tebe He oTgaM. B HUX BIIOXKEHO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO OYIIN M PEOKUX
TpaB, — ynbiOHyNCs JIyH FO#, OpicTpo HaOpachiBas nepornudu Ha Oymare.

— Cmacu6o0... — JIu IIPUHAII MTUCTOK, IIOHMMasi, YTO B IIYTHU 3TOT HABEIK MO2KET CIIaCTH UM XKHN3Hb.

— M1 BcTpeTunuch He 3psi. CuuTail 3TO MPOIIaIbHbEIM JapoM.

JIu I's-3p 3amsics, KpacHes:

— Xo3zsuH JlyH... Mory s y3HaTh TBo€ uMs? Hy, Hacrosiiee... [IpocTo 4TOOH ITIOMHUTS.

Jlys FOii mocMOTpen Ha HEro CO CBETJION I'PYCThIO:

— Mess 30ByT JIyH 0. «JIyH» — KakK B péBe ApakoHa, «HOi» — KaK B JparolleHHOH SIIMe.

— Jlyn FOn... — npomentan Jlu. — Kpacuso. He To 4T0 M0€ — JIalmIyHb...

— Maryuka gana MHe ero. ['oBopuiia, B Moeli cygb0e He XBaTaeT 30JI0Ta, a SlIMa ero 3aMeHuT. U
YTO 3TO UMS COEPEKET MEHS.

BoraTcTBa B ero X13HY U IIpaBaa OBIJIO BOOBOJIb, @ BOT HEB3T0[ — eIré 0oibIie.

Yepes HECKONIBKO [HeH nepeyiok KOHbIy# omycTesn. YcagbOsl CTOSITH 3a0POIIeHHBIMHU, U JTUIIH B
MaJIeHbKOU 4YalHOM IO-IPEeXKHEMY IOpes CBET.

— 4 myman, TH IOJapUIIb eMy aMyieT u3 amMbl, — Au 06Hs1 JIyH KOs co CuHEL, yTHKasCh HOCOM B
ero IJIeYo.

— Hamra BcTpeya Obiyta MUMOJIETHOM. OTKPHITh UMSI — 3TO yKe Ipefiesl TOT0, YTO HaM [IaHO CyIbOOi.



OH cnaBHBINM Mallbli, HO HAIlIA MyTH OOJIbIIIEe HE TIEPECEKYTCS.

v nuinb Kpemde mpuxkan ero K cebe. O6a moHUMAaNHU: Oeji0 He B CKYIIOCTH, a B TTyOuHe
KapMUYEeCKUX CBSI3€EH.

B cTonuiie mapui Mpak. ApecTHl ¥ Ka3HU CIEN0BalIX OJHHU 3a OPYTHMHU, HUKTO HEe IIOHKMAaJl, Yero
UIeT UMIIepPaTPHUIIA.

— Beneiit HEdpHT... Xopouras pabora.

Tonoc, TUIIEHHBIY BCIKUX KPACOK, BIUIBUI B IyCTyI0 3amy. JIyH FOi naxke He MOHSI TOJIOBEL,
IIPUTPEBUINCEH B O0BATUAX MyXKa.

fu neHUBO NPUOTKPHIN TJ1a3a. Y mopora CTosla XKeHIuHa B 6eoM. JIumo 6e3 Kkpacok, Ha 10y —
KpPOBaBOe MSATHO KMHOBapu. OHa BHITJIAMENa TOYTH CBSATOM, ecu OBl He TAXKETas YEpHas [bIMKa,
OKYTHIBABIIASI €€ C HOT [I0 TOJIOBHL. I'yCTOM TyMaH U3 4yzKoM 00X U HecIIpaBeJIuBEIX CMEPTEN.

v KpUBO yCMexHYCs. [JaBHEHBKO OH HE BUOEJ CTOJIb YEPHOU aypHI.

— JI:000MBITHO, — TMpoIenTasn oH. — O4eHb JTI000MEITHO.
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