Crpana CioaHb, TPUOIATH OEBSTHIE rof MpaBiaeHus YysHa, cepeirHa CeIbMOr0 MecsIia.

B pomoBoM xpaMe IPEOKOB Ha KOJEHSX epen 0eCYUCIeHHBIMY TOMUHAIBHEIME TaOTHYKaMu
3aCThiIa JKEeHIWHA B 6oraThx ofexnax. CiHa e€ 0CTaBaiach MPSMOM, UCTIOTHEHHOM TOCTOMHCTBA,
XOTsI HOTH HAaBHO OHEMeEIH, a Tepe[ Tla3aMy IUIBITA MyTHEIE TIsTHA. Y BCE Ke OHa He T03BOJIsAia
cebe ymactb. OHa CMOTpesia Ha UMeHa Ha ajiTape C MPayHOl, 3aTaéHHON HeHABUCThIO.

Ha mo30104eHHbIX foIleYKax 3HaYUINCh UMeHa BeTMKUX npaButenel Cioanb. Ta, YTO CTOs/Ia Iepen
HuMU — JIu KOaHb, — OBIyIa cTapIlel IPUHIIECCOM 3TOT0 rocymapcTBa. Ho Kakoii OB BIacThio HU
obnagarna MpuHIlECCca, B TJla3ax UMIIepaTopa OHa OCTaBajlach JIUIIL Pa3MeHHOW MOHETOH B
noNMuTHYeCcKux urpax. Jiu KOaHp BEImaBaIM 3aMyXK TPUKIL, ¥ BCIKUHN pa3 €€ CyNpyru morudaiu mpu
CTpaHHBIX 00cTOsITeNbCTBAX. OHa He XKeJlajla 3TUX OPaKoB, HO BOJIS oTla Onla 3akoHOM. EniBa eé
JKM3Hb B 4Y2KOM JOMe HajlaXkKBajach, KaK UMIIePaTOpP COOCTBEHHOPYYHO OOPBIBAI HUTh KU3HU 3STS.

Ona 6bly1a He TOYepPbIo, a 3a/10KHUIeH. MTHCTPYMEHTOM, KOTOPHIM OTel] yIepKUBa B y31e BacCajioB
1 BParos.

Temeps 2Ke UMIIEPaTOP BO3HAMEPUJICS BHIIATh €€ B YeTBEPTHIHM pa3. JIu KOaHb OTKPHITO
BOCIIPOTHBUIIACh €TI0 BOJIe, YeM BhI3Bajla MOHAPIIK THEB. E€ 3amepiu B XpaMe IIPeKoB, BEJIEB
CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSX, ITIOKa K Hell He BepHETCS Oiaropasymue. [IpoImo nsaTh gHel. MHoTHe
IPUXOOUJIA YyTOBapUBaTh €€, OTel] YepefoBajl MUJIOCTh C YTPOo3aMy, HO IPUHIIeCCa XpaHuma
MOJTYaHUE.

OHa moHuMaJsa: CTOUT OfNUH pa3 YCTYIUTh, ¥ 3TOT KOIIMAap He 3aKOHYUTCS HUKorga. OHa OCTaHETCS
MEeNIKOW, TUIIIEHHON ITpaBa Ha COOCTBEHHYIO cyab0y. Bynb OHa riyma, KaK eé Miaflme CECTPEI, OHa
Obl CMUpHUJIACh C YYACThIO, IPOKUB XKU3Hb B TynoM GecrnamsaTcTBe. Ho JIu KOaHb Oblyia HapieneHa
OCTPHIM YMOM U ITPOHUIIATENIBHOCTHIO, ITyTalollel faxe ObIBaIBIX CAaHOBHUKOB. Y UMEHHO 3TO fieao
€€ TI0JI0KEeHNe HeBEHIHOCUMBIM. 2KeHIIMHA, CII0CO0HAas MOHUMAaTh CYTh TOCYOapCTBEHHEIX JeTl, He
JKeJana GbITH TPOCTO YKPALIEHHEM B ITOKOSIX 0YEPETHOT0 MyKa.

Oma OblyTa ITOJTHA HETOIOBAHUS 1 He XKejlaia 00JIbllle IOTUYNHSITHCS.

— Crapuras mpuHiiecca... Bame BricogectBo, — JImHb-MOoMO, KopMunutia JIu FOaHs, 6eciryMHO
BOIILJIa B XpaM, CXKuMas B pyKaxX KOP3UHKY C efoii. Eii mpuiiock pa3gaTe HeMaJsio 30J10Ta CTpaxe,
YTOOBI €€ MPOIYCTUIIH.

— JIuHB-MOMO, THI TOXKE IIpuIijia YTOBapUBATh MEeHS? — T'0JI0C IIPUHIIECCEI OvLn crab u €l1Ba CIIBIIIEH.

— Ox, meTouyka Mos! — KOPMIINIIA, YBUIEB, KaK UCXyHalla e€ BOCIUTaHHUIIA, 3a/I11ach ClIe3aMu.
OHa cama BHIKOpPMHUIIa €€ U o0usa 6osble xXu3Hu. — Huvyero He ropopurte. 1 mpuHecsa Balll
M0OUMBIN MUHIANIbHBIN KPEM, CHEIIbTE XOTh JI0KEYKY.

JIu FOaHb 3aTyMaHEHHO IIOCMOTpEIa Ha CTapyXy.



— JIuHB-MOMO, S He TIOHAY IIO[ BeHell.

— He noiinére, He noipéte! — JIMHL-MOMO, 3a0BIB O MPWINYHIX, KPEIIKO 00HSIIA €€, OoTIaXKuBas 110
criuHe. — Kakas 6ema, Kakoe rope...

— IMoembTe, — KOpMuUIHIla 6€peKHO IMOTHECIIA JIOKKY K e€ ry0aM. — Baire BricouecTBo, 3eMIst mof
HeOecaMu ITPHUHAMJIEXKHUT IOCYAaPIo, HO BHI IOJIXKHBI PUAYMaTh, KaK OTBECTH OT ce0st 3Ty HOJIIO.
VHaue 3T0M MyKe He OyaeT KOHIIa.

CrnoBa cTapyxu BHE3aIlHO MPOoH3uNu co3HaHue JIu KOaub. YTOOH CTaTh X03SIMKOM CBOEM CyIbOHbI,
HY2KHO CaMoO¥i CTaTh rocyfapeM. TOJIbKO BeHEL aéT UCTUHHYI0 CBOOOTY.

Omna Blenunach B PYKY KOPMUIINIIEL.

— JIueb-MOMO, Upnu K oTLy. CKaxu, 4To 5 COTJiacHa.

Crapyxa 3amepiia B U3yMJICHUH.

— Batre BricouecTBo! Bl 1 3T0? TOJIBKO YTO MIaKajH, a TEIepb...

— Ecnu s He cornmaliych, OH CTHOUT MeHs 30eCh, — IIPUHIIeCcCca IIPOIEAuIIa CJIoBa CKBO3b 3yObl. — Ho
KaK TOJIbKO S BHIMTY OTCIOMA... KJITHYCh, 9Ta UMIIEPHUs CTAHEeT Moek!

JINHB-MOMO, CJIOBHO JOT@MaBIINCh O YEM-TO, OBICTPO YCIIOKOUTIACH.

— Tume, nuts. Henb3st THeBUTHL Hebeca paHblile CPoKa.

— Tri mpaBa, — JIu F0aHb rimy00Ko0 B3[OXHYIa, Bo3Bpailas cebe camoobnaganue. — Ta 61aroBoHHAs
CBeda, YTO OCTajlaCh OT MaTyIIKH... OHa BCE elle y Te0s?

Kopmunuua HaxMmypuiacs.

— ¥V Mmens. Ho, Bamie BricouecTBo, BH yBepeHBI? MarTyIliKa Ballla Tak U He pellniach 3axeub «JlagaH
npu3kiBa 60roB». HUKTO He 3HaeT, KaKOM AyX SBUTCS Ha 30B U KaKylo lleHy IoTpebyeT. ITO omacHOe
CpencTBo.

— JIrobas 1eHa aydlie, 4eM ObITh OecclioBecHOU CKOTHHOM! — JIu K0aHb mocMoTpesa XKECTKO. —
JInHB-MOMO, IPUHECH €€ CerOIHs HOUbI0. [IpoMeieHre cMepTH MOgo0HO.

— Cnyuatoch, — KuBHYIa JIMHB-MOMO.



IToM Ke HOYbIO KOPMHJIKIa OOCTaBHJIa 3aBETHYIO CBEYY. JTor (I)I/IMI/IaM JOCTaJICA MaTepHn JIn KOaHb
OT ITPEeOKOB, U HUKTO HE 3HaJl €0 UCTUHHOT'O ITPOUCXOXKIEHNI.

[TpuHIlECCA TOMHMIA CJI0OBa MaTepu: «boros npusbBaTh TpyaHO. OHU TPeOGyIOT KEPTB, U He BCerga K
JIIOASIM CIIyCKAIOTCSl MUJIocepaHble HeOoxuTenu. Ecnu cuenka OymeT 3aKiioueHa HEBEPHO, ThI
nmoTepsiemts Bcé». Ho cettuac JIu KOanb Ovina 3arHaHa B yro. Eit HyKeH OB IIaHC, ¥ OHa TOTOBA
Obllla PUCKHYTh TYIIOMH.

«Korpa 51 06peTy cuiy, — MeJbKHYyJa B €€ ToJIoBe Hep3Kasi MBICIIb, — HJaxKe 00Ty IepecTanyT ObITh
[JIsT MEHS YTPO30U».

OHa Hafipe3asla JIafloHb ¥ OKPOIIMJIa CBeYy CBOEH KpOBhi0. JlamaH KagHO BIIMUTAJT alyio BIary, CTas
TEMHO-0ArPOBBIM.

Kak TOlMbKO OrOHB KOCHYJICS (prMHaMa, TOMUHAIbHEIE TaOIMYKY B XpaMe 3aipoxkanu. KyTKu#,
MOHOTOHHBIN CTYK HAIIOJHUI THIIXHY, CJIOBHO AYXU IIPEIKOB ITBITAIMUCh BRIPBATHCS U3 IIJIEHA, YTOOH
ocTaHOBUTE €€. Ho JIu FOaHb naxe He 00epHYIacCh.

IIBIM TTOOHSIICS BBEPX POBHEIM, TOHKUM cTtonmOoM. 3anaxa He OBIIO0, XOTs IIPOIIUTaHHasA KPOBBIO CBE€Ya
OOJIZKHa Onlna IMaXHYTh TAXKEeJIO U CJIIadKO.

JIu KOaHb, He OTPHIBAs B3TJIsAMa OT AkIMa, Hadasla HapacIleB MOBTOPSTh:

— O 6oru, BHemnute! [IpuMuTe MO Jap U UCIIOJHUTE TPU XKeJlaHus. [lepBoe — IOMOTUTe MHE
B30MTH Ha MpecTosl. Bropoe — mapyiiTe BeUHYI0 MOJIOAOCTh. TpeThe — mapyiiTe 6eccMepTHE.

Omna MMoBTOpSIIa 9TO CHOBA U CHOBA, HO OTBeTa He Obiyto. CBeda moropasna, MoT rpajioM KaTUJICS 0 e€
nuily. BHe3anmHo TaONMUYKK 3aMepiid, B XpaMe BoIlapuiaach rpodoBas TuimrHa. Korga mocmegHss
KCKpa noracna, JIu FOaHb moYyBCTBOBasa, KakK 110 3aJ1y Pa3/IuJICs MOTUJIbHBIA XOJO.

Ona OTKDEIIA I'lTa3a U aXHYyIIa.

Bokpyr 6b11 He xpaMm. OHa OKa3asack B OTPOMHOM, MPAaYHOM ¥ 6€3MOJIBHOM YEPTOTe, CIIOBHO
rpoOHMIIA BemruKaHa. ThMa OblJIa TaKOM IJIOTHOM, YTO He OBIIIO BUOHO HU CTEH, HU CBOIOB. Horu
IIPUHIIECCH BCE eIl€ He CITyIIalICh e€, ¥ OHa MPOoJioIXkKalla CTOSITh Ha KOJEeHsX.

BresanHo [0 He€ HOoHECCS apoMaT. ITO He OBUT 3allax LIBETOB WJIU JePeBbeB. ITO ObUI 3amax CHera —
KOJIKUY ¥ JIE[ISTHOH, CJIOBHO CHEXXUHKY OIyCKAJIUCh IPSIMO Ha KOHYMK Hoca. OT 3TOT0 X0JI0fa €€ TeJio
HavaJio HEMETh.

Ecnu GBI KTO-TO paHbIlle CKa3aJl eif, YTO Y CHera ecTh 3alax, OHa Okl paccMesiyiack. Ho 3mecs, B 3TOH
IIyCTOTEe, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa €r0 KaXKO0oM KIeTOYKoM. ['0JI0C mporta, B TPyau MOCEIHUIICS CTPaX, HO OHA
3acTaBuiia ce0st yCIIOKOUTHCS. [JOMIKHO OBITh, 3TO ¥ €CTh 06UTEIh TOT'0, KOTO OHA IIpU3Baa.



[TocTeneHHO 3peHUEe BEPHYIIOCH K Hel. B BO3myxe, CJIOBHO CBET/ISTUKHY, TIOIJIBUIM MalleHbKUEe
U3sIIHEE GOHAPUKY, BHYTPU KOTOPHIX CUSITIM KPYTIHbIE XKEMUYXKUHBL. X MATKUI CBET 03apui
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. B IBafLaTu marax OT He€ CBUCAJU TAXKETble TEMHO-CUHUE TIOJIOTH. 3a HUMU
CJIBIIIANIACH TOJI0Ca.

— BpaT, HY He 3JIMCh ThI Ha HErO. THI Ke He HepBbIﬁ IOEHb €T0 3Haelllb, — I'0JIOC OBIIT MEJIOODUYHBIM 1
CJIETKa HaCMeEIJINBBIM.

— B TOM-TO u [ieio, 4TO 3HAIO CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO! — OTBETHII APYTOM TOJIOC, IEHUBHIHN, HO C SIBHBIMU
HOTKaMH pa3gpaxenusi. — OCTaBUTh yesloBeKa y ce0s... Kakas mep30cTs!

— Hy, ocTeiHb, OCTHIHB. X0Uelllb, S TIOUY U MPUKOHYY ero? ['71a3a He BUOAT — cephlle He OOJHUT.

— Bpocs. 310 ke mobdumulia Brageiku 1yxoB. E€ Henb3s IPOCTO Tak CTepeTh B MOpomok. OHa He U3
IIPOCTHIX CYLIHOCTEMN.

JIn KOans noxonopena. «CTepeTh B MOPOIIOK»... O KOM OHU TOBOPST?

— M= ¢ Briagpikoit oyxoB U Tak He jaguM. OmHoM 6UTBOM O0JIbIIe, ONHOM MeHbIE... d He Bepio, YTo
3TU BEICOKOMEPHEIE CBATOIIN CMOTYT 1106enuTh. B KpaliHeM ciydae, uCTpeOuUM BeCh uX poxn!

— Xa! — cmex, KOpOTKUY U IPOH3UTENIbHBIN, 3aCTaBUJI CEPALe IPUHIIECCH OPOTHYTh. [laxe 10
T0JIOCY YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, YTO €ro o0nagaTeNlb HaoelleH He3eMHOM KpacoTol. OHa Konebanach: KTO U3
HUX MBOUX — €€ 00KEeCTBO?

— Hy BoT, HakoHeI-To ynEIOHYICS. BpaTt, He TpaTh CUJIEL HA THEB, 3TO TOJIHKO Ha PYKYy HaIllUM
Bparam.

— JlagHo. TH Bcerma ymen MeHs 3aJO0PUTE.

— KoHeuHO, TH Befib y MEeHST OfUH! — TOBOPSILINY SBHO GBI B TPEKPACHOM PACIOIOKEHUU AyXa. —
KcTtaTu, 4TO TaM C TOM, CHapyXKu?

JIn FOaHb 3aTania gbuIxaHue.

— T1, — NeHuBbIN TOI0C IIpO3By4Yal HEOOBOJIBHO. — Cama cBanunach, Kak TOJIbKO BpaTa OTKPHIIIKCE.

3aBeca MPUOTKPHIIACE.

— XM, IoyeMy 51 YyBCTBYIO 3amax I[BeToB Cusiu? U... KpoBu?



— Trl He omubCcsa. ITO OHU.

— HeyXenu KTO-TO [0 CUX IIOP BEPUT B 3TU CKA3KHU O IMIPU3BIBE O0TOB? OTH IIBETH IIPUBJIEKAIOT JIUIIIh
HEUYUCTH [la 37X AyX0B. EC/i 0YeHb MOBE3ET — MPU3PAUHOT0 3aKJIMHATEIS.

— Bupguise, HallIack 0gHA Be3y4dad.

— [NomacTh MPSIMUKOM B TBOW OBOPEI] — 3TO U BIPSIMb yada. BriepBhle 3a HECKOJIBKO THICSAY JIET
BpaTa OTKPBIIUCE, ¥ OHA TYT Kak TyT. BugHo, cyos6a. bpaT, mocmyiral, 4ero oHa xo4et?
Pa3BrmeuémMcst XOTh HEMHOTO.

— IlycTe OymeT Tak, — B JIEHUBOM T'0JI0CE MTOCJIBIIIANIACh CKyKa. — ['0BOpH, YTO Tebe HyXKHO.

JIn FOaHb yXKe MOHSIa: Tepen Hel He Te 00KKH, KOTOPEIM MOJISITCSL B EPEeBHSAX. DTO OPEBHUE,
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBIE CYIIHOCTH. JIagaH U3 MaMUHOM IIKATYIKK 0Ka3aJICs KITI0YOM K YeMy-TO Topas3fo
6omnee omacHOMY, YeM OHa IIpefirnosarasna. E€ cmaco nuilk 3aCTYyIIHUYECTBO IIPEAKOB B XpaMe, He
IIyCTHBIIIEE K Hell MenKux 6ecos.

970 ORI €€ €MUHCTBEHHEBIM ITIAHC.

— YV MeHs Tpu XKelaHUs, — TBEPOO MPOU3Hecia oHa. — [lepBoe — TpoH umnepun CioaHb. Bropoe —
BeuHas I0HOCTh. TpeThe — OeccMmepTue.

3a MoJIOroM pa3fajics HETPOMKUM CMEX.

— Kakas XagHas JeBYOHKa.

— WM 4TO TH IPEAJIOKMUIINL B3aMEH? — CIIPOCHJ BTOPOU T'OJIOC.

—4d 066]11&}0 BO3OBUTATh XPAMEI B BAIlly YE€CTh U ITIOOHOCHUTE JIYUIINE JAPBL BeKaMu! — OHa
CKJIOHHUJIaChb B I"J'IY6OKOM IIOKJIOHE.

— TBoii 3eMHOY JTaflaH MHE He HyKeH, — 0Tpe3aJl JIEHUBHIU I'0JI0C.

— Bpar, 3T cMepTHBIE BEYHO IBITAIOTCS IOJTYYUTh BCE 3a 6eCIieHOK, — q00aBwII APYTOMH.

JIn FOaHb oxBaTuIa TpeBora. [TouTu Bce OOTH KaxkAyT MOKIOHEHHUS, HO 3TUM OHO ObIJI0 6e3pa3uyHO.
3HAUUT, Iepeq Hel He Te, KTO UIET JIoACcKoM mo0Bu. OHa pemuiach Ha KpalHuii mar.

IpoxKaIyMy pyKaMy OHa Hayalla PacCTETHBATh OOEKIY.



— 4 otpato cebs B Balle pacnopdxkeHune, — IIpoIIerTalaa OHa, oOHaxas IJIeyn.

— IIxa-xa-xa! — 3a momorom paspasuicsg xoxoT. JIu FOanb 3amepna. — bpat, Tel CbIIIan?

CMex He yTUXas OONTo.

— I'mynast meB4YOHKA, — HAKOHEI] IPOU3HEC I'0JI0C, OTCMESBIINAChL. — MaJjio TOTO, YTO TH IaBHO HE
IieBa, TaK TH elé U BooOpa3uia, 0yaTo MoeMy OpaTy HyKHBI XKEHIIUHEL. B I1ecTy Mupax IOoJTHO
KpacaBHI], Ybsl KOXKa 1MofmobHa HePUTY, a MUKU — CUSHUIO JTyHbI. Th BUOesa ero Benuyuue? Thl
BHesa ero Moib? KTo T Takas, 4ToOH Ipemiarath ceds emy?

3aBeca 4yyTh npunopHsnack. Jlu FOaub yBupena u3sIiiHyio KUCTh PYKH ¥ BOJIEBOM MTOAOOPOAOK, HO
CTOWJIO el IOOHATH B3TJISM BHIIIE, KaK IIOJIOTY CHOBA COMKHYJIHCE.

— CnuImKoM ypoaauBa, — X0JI0mHO 6pocun «0or». BTopoi CHOBa MPHICHYI. — TBOE TeJo MHe He
uHTepecHO. [laio Tebe TpucTa yeT. [1o UCTeUeHUH ITOr0 CPOKa 5 caM IpUAY ¥ 3abepy TO, UTO COUTY
TTOIXOMSIINM.

Tpucta net! Jlu F0aHb B3OPOTrHYyIa. 3a TPU CTOJIETUSI OHA BO3ABUTHET UMIIEPHUIO0, COOEPET apMHUI0
BEJIUKMX MACTEPOB ¥ 3aKIHHaTesne... KTo 3HaeT, KTo Torga OymeT JUKTOBATh YCIIOBUS?

— f coryacHa, — KUBHYJIa OHA.

W3-3a monora BeIPBAJICS JIy4 CBETa, YAAPUB €€ B 3amsicThbe. Ha BHYTpeHHEN CTOPOHE JIEBOU PYKHU
IIOSIBUJIAaCh MaJieHbKas YepHasi ToYKa ¢ 0arpOBHIM OTIIMBOM.

— OT0 MeTKa. 4 ObIBalo 3aHAT, He X0TeNI0Ch OBl 3a0bITh O HAIlleM YTOBOpPEe, — I'0JI0OC OCTaBaJICsS
JIEHUBHIM. B €€ CTOPOHY BEINIETEN KPOXOTHBINM (DOHAPUK C YEPHOM KEMUYKMHOU BHYTpU. — Bo3bMu.
OHa nomoxeT Tebe B TBOUX fieNlaX.

[TpuHIlECCa CKIOHUTIACH B TIOKJIOHE, @ KOT[a MOAHJa TOJI0BY — CHOBa Oblla B XpaMme IIpefaKoB. B
pPYyKe OHa cxkuMaJsa GoHapHUK, HOKa3bIBABIIUM, YTO BCE MpousoIeiiee He 66110 cHoM. OHa
IIONHSTIACh U PEeIIUTeIbHEIM IIar0M HallpaBWIach K BEIXOAY. [IBepu XpaMa 3aXJIONHYJIUCE 3a e€
CIIMHOM CO 3BYKOM, ITOXOXKHUM Ha TJTyO0KUM B3[I0X YUIEIINX ITOKOJIEHUH.

TpupauaTs OeBATHIM oM IpaBieHus YysiHa, NATHaOUAThIM OeHb CeAbMOr0 Mecsla. B cTonuile
BCIIBIXHYT MsTeX. CTapinas npuHiiecca JIu FOaHb 3axBaTHIIa BIaCTh, UCTPeOHUB BCEX YIEHOB
MMIIepPaTOPCKOU CeMbHU, U B30l1lJIa Ha TPOH. OHa CTajia IepBOU UMIIepaTpPULlel B UCTOPUU CTPaHHI,
CMeHHUB Ha3BaHMeE rocygapcTBa Ha Cl0aHbXKY.

Tak Hadamach 310Xa XKEHCKOTr0 IIPpaBJIEHUA.



B I[aJ'IéKOM, CKPBITOM OT I'JIa3 CMEPTHRIX 4epTore, 3a TEMHO-CHUHUMH TI0JIOTaMH, HperaCHbeI
MyXK4YKWHA YCMEXHYJICS. On 3E€BHYVII, CO6I/Ipa${Cb Jiedb, HO BHE3AIIHO YbA-TO PYKa IIePeXBATHIIA €T0
3amnsacTtee. OH 3aMep B U3YMJIEHUH, U B CJIEAYIOIIIe€ MITHOBEHHE €T0 IMOTAHYJIN IIPOYb U3 ABOPIIA.

B IIyCTOM 3aJl€ 3XOM OTPA3UJINCH CII0OBaA:

— IToiméM moMO1.
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