B mene pa3nyBaHUA OTHA U YMEHUS BOBPEMA BCTABUTE CJIOBIO, ITIOTAaKadA YYy2KHUM IIPUXOTAM, HUKTO HE
CPABHUTCSA C EBHYXaMH.

I'y 1I33csi0, IO CBOE IPOCTOTE, MATOM 3aTJIOTUII HaxkKBKY. CJI0BO 3a CJI0BO, ¥ BOT OHU YK€ BIBOEM,
BOpYA ¥ [TePepPyTHUBasiCh, MOIIIH N0 3alagHOro ABopa — LI33csi0 moMUHAI BCeX YepTel BCEPRES, a
CJIyTa JIUIIb YCITYKIUBO MOOTaKUBaIl.

— CnumxkoM cinagko.

— OTO0 He clagKoe, mompobyi BOT 3TO.

— Toxe puTOpHO.

— Torpma a 3aBapro Tebe 4ain? AHbCU Tel"yaHBI/IHB JIydIlle BCero CHUMaeT IIOCIIEBKYCHE.

— He xouy.

— Hy TOrga... Chellb elle I1apy Aron 60$IprH.IHI/IKa B Caxape.

— ToT GOsIpHIITHUK OB Hemo3penkM. KucnsTuHa.

— Hepo3speneiM? UTo XK THI paHbllle He CKa3a?

— Bosncs, 4To TH ero mpuinubelsb mof ropsauyio pyky, — [Iaus LluHxaHb HEHOBOIBHO OTTONKHYN UH
CrIMHS, KOTOPBIM TEHBIO CIE€H0BAJI 382 HUM II0 IATaM. — XBATUT MEJIbTEIINTh Y MEeHd Ilepe] I'la3aMu.
Heyxenu Henp3s NPOCTO NOCULETH HA MeCTe?

— MoxH0, — nocnywHo oto3Bascsa Uu CelvHs U cerl.

B TonpKo uTO mprOpaHHOM KOMHATE ellle He BRIBETPHUJICS 3allaX ChHIPOCTH, II03TOMY OKHA U IBEPHU
OCTaBUJIM PacCIaxHYTHIMU. Boiepinas ciayzkaHKa 3axkria 01aroBoHus. [ Isas Ha ee TPUBLIYHEBIE
nBuxeHus, [lIsue LluHxaHb BOPYT HEBOJIBHO BCIOMHUI 0 Mo HaubgaHe.

3T1O0T BOPYYH IIOMHMHAJI €TI0 4alIlle, 4YeM TPHU TPaAII€3bl B JE€Hb. I/IHTepeCHO, KaK OH TaM TeIIePb OfuH?
XBaTaer U €My CHUJI HOPMAJIbHO €CTh U CIIaTh IIOCJIe UX BHE3aIITHOT'O paCCTaBaHI/IH?

LIuHxaHb OIIyCTHJI B€KH, U Ha OYyIIe Yy HeTrO0 CHOBa CTaJI0 CKBEPHO.

— Brl TonbKO mocnyinanTe! Pa3Be 3TO 4eoBeYeCKre pedr? — MIPOBOpYall MPUTAUBIINKCS 3a CTEHOU
I'y LI3acg0. — CHayana eMy KKUCJI0 — II0JaBau CllagKoe, IOTOM CJIafKO — CJIMIIKOM IIPUTOPHO. Yau
OH He X04eT, OOSPHIIIHUK Y HETO He [o3perl... [la 3a HUM yXaXXuBaTh TPyAHEE, UeM 3a KalpU3HOU



OEeBKOi!

OH roBOpHII IIIEIIOTOM, U, II0 Hiee, eT0 He OOJIKHBI ObUTH yCibimaTh. Ho MH ChIMHD TUIIh UCKOCA
TJISSHYJ B CTOPOHY OKHA U, YCMEeXHYBIINUCH, OPOCHII:

— Pa3 npumen, Tak 3axonu. [JyMaelrs, 51 He CIIBIIY TBOETro Oy6Hexa?

I'y LI33cs10 00MKEHHO HafyJICS U, IepeMaxHyB 4epe3 IONOKOHHUK, BBAJIUICS B KOMHATY.

— T'ocmoguH X0y, S BECh I€eHb MaKOBOU POCHHKY BO PTY He BUAelN! YMupalo ¢ roiaoay, a BaM U fefa
HeT?

— Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. TyT Tapenka co CIafoCTIMu, [IluHXaHb TOBOPUT — HEBKYCHO. [[0EIb 3a HETO.

—...4Yto?! — Ceppue I'y 1I33cs10, HEXKHOE, KaK COEBHIM TBOPOT, €fiBa HE PACKOJI0JIOCh Bapebe3ru. —
F'ocnioguH X0y, pa3 OH He eCT — 3HA4UT, MHE? I BaM 4TO, CBUHbS KaKasi-TO?

— Tl Ke cKa3sal, 4TO roJI0deH.

— W uto ¢ Toro?! { momxeH nomObupaTh 3a HUM 00beIKH?

— He xouems — kak xouelb, — MH CrIMHB caesan Buf, 6ynTo cob6upaeTcs BCe BHIOPOCUTS.

— 4 cvem! — 1I33cs10 MUTOM IlepexBaTil ero pyKy. Ecnu He moecTh ceryac, OH ¥ BIPSIMb IIPOTSHET
HOTH.

OH CO 37I0CTBIO YCEeJICS Iepe[] X0y ¥ MPUHSJICS 3alUXUBaTh MUPOXKHEIE B POT OJHO 3a IPYTHUM.

— locoguH X0y, BH CIUIIKOM TIpefB3iaThl! Pa3Be Tak MoxkHO? C Tex mop Kak IlIsub [{uH... Opat
LIHXaHb OSIBUJICS B IIOMECThbe, BBl 000 MHE XOTb pa3 BCIIOMHUIIN?

— A ygero MHe 0 Tebe BCIIOMMHATHL? — paccMmestyicst MH CuiHb. — TH apeHb B3POCIIEIN, caM ce0st Ha
HOT'M nocTaBujl. C KaKMUX 3TO 0P 5 3a TOOOM HIHYUTHCS HomKeH? UTo 3a leTCKasi PpEBHOCTh?

— Ho Bens Opat LluHxaHb TOKe He MaJIeHbKUH, a Bl IIepe]] HUM Ha 3a[HUX JIallKaX XOauTe!

— OH — gpyroe peno.

— U uem Xe OH Opyrou? Y HEro 4To, pyK UM HOT OOJIbIIE, YeM Yy MEHS?



— 4 ero mo6J110.

— A MeHSsI TOCIIOOUH X0y He JTIo0uT?

— JI1060Bb K TOMY, C KEM 4 OEJII0 II0OCTEeJIb, U K TOMY, C KEM HET — 3TO OIBE PA3HEIE BEIIIN.

I'y 1I33Ccs0 ofaBuiCcs ele ABYMSI KyCKaMU IIeYeHbs.

— Torma st Toxke X04y Map4YOoBBIN BeHEIl «[IBOMHEIE PHIOEI».

— TBoi 6pat LluHxaHb He MIOOUT, KOTHA Y KOT0-TO €CTh TaKKe e Bellly, KakK y Hero. Bribepu uTo-
HUOYOb IpPYTOeE.

— XwM! A g X04y UMEHHO TaKoi BeHell!

— Bynp ymMHULEH.

— Xouy 4 BCE...

— Bynems ynpaMuThCs — OTIpaBiio Te0s 06paTHO B IMIIEPCKYIO CTONHILY.

I'y LI3acsio eqBa He 3agoxHYyCsS oT 06ugel. C710BHO peOeHOK, OCITapUBAOLIUN POTUTEIHCKYIO JTII000BE,
OH IIMBITHYJI HOCOM, B T'JIa3ax 3a0JIeCTelNu CJie3kl, KOTOPEIE OH TYT K€ CEPIUTO BHITEDP PYKABOM.

— Xoy nogaput tebe Koe-4To MOJTyydIle.

—... — 1I33¢s10 IeMOHCTPATHUBHO OTBEPHYJICS.

— Tl'oprouyio cMech [ ITOPOXOBHIX 3apsifmoB. MOITHOCTE — B TPU pa3a Bhille 00bI9HOM, — MH CHUHB
MHOTO3HAUHUTEJILHO IIOOHSII TPU TTaIbIIa.

— B getripe. bosnrie He maM.

— LI33cs10, — BUAS, 4YTO YrOBOPH! He noMoratoT, UH CrIMHb HaXMYPUJICA, U B €r0 T0JIoCe IPOo3ByYaa
yrpo3a. — Tkl ¥ BIPSIMb X0Yelllb, YTOOH! 3aBTpa g BEICTABUJ Te0S B VIMIIEPCKYIO CTONUILY?



— He xo4y 2 B UMIIepCKy0 CTONHULY.

— Torpma Geperts cMechk? B yeTwIpe pa3a MOIIHee.

— bepy.

— Bot u cnmaBHO, — MH CHUHB OTPEIAa ero mo rojioBe ¥ CHOBa MOCMOTPEN Ha ABeph. — ManeHbKHUHT
€BHYX, pa3 yXK IpHUIlleJ], 4ero npg4yelbcsa? 3axonu, nocuau ¢ Hamu. CHapyKu MOILIKapa, fa U TyMaH
CTeJIeTCsI — HePOBEH 4ac, IPOCTYAUIIbCS.

Cnyra 3amep. OH OBITT YBEPEH, UTO 3aTaujcs 3a CTEHOU CoBepleHHO O6eciryMHo, HO UH CHIMHB BCe
PaBHO ero yuysj. BipodeMm, yOuUBIATHCA HEe CTOUIJIO — Ha TO OH U MH CHIuHB.

O6Hapy}KI/IB C€‘6${, €BHYX BHIIIE]I Hd CBET W IIOYTUTEJIbHO ITOKJIOHUJICS.

— Pab mpwuimen TpocuTh TOCIOAKXHA X0y IIOPaHbIlle OTOMTH KO CHY, YTOOB 3aBTPa Ha pacCBeTE MEI
MOTJIM BMECTE OTIIPABUTHCS B UMIEPCKYIO CTOHILY.

— Twt epems B Mmnepckyto cronuiy? — [Isus [{uHxaHbs pe3ko o6epHyIIC.

— A 410 Takoe? XoueIb CO MHOU? — BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIpPoC 0TBeTusl MH ChHUHE.

— He xo0uy.

[TomecTtre Benukoro resepana, 3alluTHHKA TOCyAapcTBa, KoTopoe MH ChIMHB KOTHa-TO CXKeT [0TIa,
00 cux nop ctosso y Lluaxans mepep rina3amu. OH BCcepbes Oacajcs, 4YTO €CIU BEPHETCS B
VIMIIepCcKyI0 CTOJHUIY, TO KUBEIM OTTYMa yKe He BeiOepeTcs. Ceityac OH efBa HAYYUIICS COEPKUBAThH
CBOM YYBCTBA, a X0y, BHIIIOJHSS o0elllaHre, Hayall ero 4eMy-To yuuTh. [lI9ub LIuHXaHb HE mUTal
WJUTIO3UM HacueT 3TOT0 eMOoHa 1 0e3yMIla — IIPOCTO IT0Ka HOBU3HA OTHOILIEHUM He MPOIIa, X0y
rOTOB OB CIIyCKaTh €My MeJIKKe KallpU3HL.

[luuxaHb He pa3 00oyMEBIBAJI, He ITPUPE3aTh JIM er0 HOUbI0, HO 3aTes Oblyta rTubiasiM gemoM. OH caM
cnajn 4yTko, a e CeiHb — elle yyTde. TOT mpockinancs, CTouio LIMHxXaHio IPOCTO IepPeBEPHYTHCI
Ha Opyroi 00K, Kakas yX& TyT pacmpaBa?

— Torga mue... — MH CeIMHB CJIOBHO XAl €0 penieHusd.

— CKOJIBKO THI TaM ITpoOy/es?

— TPYI[HO CKa3aTb. MOXKerT, TPHU-TIATH OHEW, a MOXKET — MecsIla OBa-TPH.



— VBepeH, uTo He noefems? He Goutrbes, 4To OyAeIh CKy4aTh?

— He e3gu Tyna.

WHu CeiviHb yAUBIIEHHO MOPTrHYI1. HeyXkenu 5TOT napeHs... yaepKUBaeT ero qomMa?

— Pa3Be ecTh KaK0e-TO BaKHOE [Ie710, KoTopoe rocuonuH [laHiry He MOXKeT ylIafguTh 6e3 Te6s?
O6s13aTeTbHO eXaTh CaMOMY?

— U Bupsime... — MH ChIMHB TOBEPHYJICSA K MaJleHbKOMY eBHYXY. — [locnymai, a Ero Benugectso
TOBODUJI, 3a4eM 5 eMy TaK CPOYHO IIOHago0uicsa?

— l'ocymaph UL CKa3al, YTO COCKYYUIICS 110 TOCIOOUHY XOY.

— Hy, 3HAYUT, HUYETO CEPhE3HOTO. Bupuins, ManioTKa, MOM TOMAIITHUM.. . COKPOBHIIIE MO€ HE X04YEeT
MEHd OTIIYCKATh, Ja 1 MHE HEJOCYT. BepHI/ICB u gonoxu Ero BennquTBy — IIYCThb IIPOABUT
CHHUCXOXKIOEHNE U TIOUMET MEHH.

Tak, ¥3-3a HECKOIbKUX OpOILIeHHBIX HeB3Hayal ¢pa3 [llsus Llunxans, uMmneparop HMu LI3uHBIHD
JIALIUJICS CBOETO BIIUSHUA.

«IToxoxe, B [TomecThe x0y 1[31063% ¥ BIPSMb IIOSIBAJICS MOJIOMOM I'OCIIOOWH, KOTOPOro X0y OanyeT 6e3
naMsaTH», — IIOAyMaJsl eBHYX.

Bce 3T0 c10BO B €110BO OBIIO Iepenano MH 1I3uHBIHIO.

ViMmepaTop mpocMaTpuBall AOKIaAbl, ¥ KOTa CIyra JOoIlell 0 CepeOuHbl, eTo pyKa Oporuyia. Kamms
TYIIIX COPBanach C KUCTH, PACIIIBIBASICh MITHOM Ha Ka3eHHOU Oymare.

— Bame BenuuecTtBo... — poOKO I103BaJl €BHYX.

— Ilpoponxai.

— Bectu u3 113u635 noaTBepaunuch. ['OCIIOAWH X0y U BIPSIMb BO BCEM CIIYIIIAETCS 9TOT'0 IOHOIIIH,
OKPYKUJ ero HeBeposTHOU 3a60Toii. TOT CIlanuI MOJI0BUHY ITIOMECThSI — @ X0y U CJIOBa IIPOTHB HE
CKa3aJi, TOJIBKO yTEIIal ero, JIUIIh OB TOCTh HE PACCTPAUBAJICS.

— TBI TOBOPHIIIH, 3TOT YEJIOBEK BEJIE eMy He eXaTh B IMIIePCKY0 CTONMILY, ¥ OH MOCITYINAasCs?



— WctunHas mpaBma, Baine BenmuuecTBo. Bee ciyunmoch mIpsiMo Ha Tla3ax y Bamiero pa6a. FOHora
CIIPOCHII, eCTh JTH BaXKHEIE [lefla, a KOTIa y3Hall, YTO HeT — BeJeJ 0CTaBaThCsA. Y rocmomuH X0y
0TOCJIAJT MEHST OTHOTO.

Wu 1I3uHB3HB OTJIOKUIT KHCTh.

— Bamre BennyecTBo, ecniu noMecThe X0y CsI0B9HB BEIUIET U3-II0M HAIllero KOHTPOJIA, feja B
TOCyapCTBe MOTYT NIPUHSTh CKBEPHBEIN 000POT, — BKPAgYMBO 3aMeTuU/ €BHYX LI3MHBIOHB.

— U oH Gomnbllre HUYETo 000 MHE He CIIPOCUTI? — YIIPSIMO MTePeCIPOCU UMIIEPATopP.

— Her, rocynaps, — 3aTpemneTarn ciyra. — MHe II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO BCEe TIOMBICTIBL X0y 3aHSATHI JIUIIh
3TUM I0HOIIeH. B moMecThe IOroBapuBaloT, UTO TOT — CYIIUU JIUC-000ILCTUTENL. BunaTe, 0H
MaCTEepPCKHU YMeeT KPYTUTb TIoabMu. X0y CsI0B3Hb... 6010Ch, OH U BIPSIMb ITOTEPSIIT TOJIOBY.

Vu LI3uHB3Hb CTUCHY 3y0bl. OH BCIIOMHUJI TOT'O MYKYMHY, KOTOPHIM KOT[A-TO CTOSIJI IIOJ] ITPUIIETIOM
COTEH JIyYHUKOB, HO BCE PaBHO IIPOTATHUBAJ eMy PYKy. TOro, KTo, 3Has 0 ero KOBapCTBe U UHTPUTaX,
BCe PaBHO C yILIOKOM CcKa3an: «HeTBepTHIil Opat, ecnu Tebe HyxkKHa 9Ta [TogHebecHas, S 0CTaHyCh U
Oyny ee o Te0S1 XpaHUTD».

Hey}KenH KIIATBEI, JaHHBI€ Ha I'PaHU 2KU3HU U CMEPTH, TaK JIETKO PACCHIIIAINCh B Han? Hey}KeJm oT
HX 9YyBCTB HE OCTAJIOCh K crmema’?

I/IMnepaTop He MOT B 3TO IIOBEPHUTE.

O=H Bcerpa cuutan VH CenHSA OypakoM. XOThb TOT U KJIAJICS 3alULiaTh ero, L[I3MHBIHL BULIEN B HEM
TJIaBHYIO YIpo3y mpecToiny. [10b3ysich ero MpeganHOCThi0, OH 0ToOpast y 6paTa BOEHHYIO BIaCTh,
CIafKMMHU peyaMu BhIMaHUMI B 1[3u03#, TKOOHI Ha JIeYeHue, U TaM IIECTh JIeT TPABUI S0M II0f BHIOM
JIeKapCTB, OKPYKUB CO BCEX CTOPOH IINKUOHAMHU. A Temeps, y3HaB, uTo MH CriuHb Hallen cebe Kakoro-
TO MaJIbYUIIKY, OH BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPY 3aKumnaeT TpeBora. Cka3aj, 4TO CKy4aeT, BeJell
BEPHYTHCA... ¥ TIOJIY4YUJI OTKa3?

— Bammre BennyecTtBo, — no3Ban LI3MHBIOHE.

— l'oToBbTe KapeTty. A eny B 113u63it, — Viu 1]3uHBHG MIBLIPHYI KUCTh Ha CTOJ. B ero myiie pocia
TeMHas pOCTh. TOT, KTO paHbIlle Ba/IsJICSA Y HETO B HOTaX, Teleph NPEKJIOHAETCS epes KeM-TO

OPyTuM?

9tomy He OnBaTh. KeM ke Torga H CHMHBL CYUTAET €T0 CaMOTo?

— Bamre BenuuecTso... BHL... B [[3u0911?



— He cment cioputs! 2KuB0 BCce IOATrOTOBUTH. [lefla BO ABOPLIE BpeMEeHHO opy4yuTte Benukomy
HaCTaBHUKY My.

— Cnymatocs, Bame BenndectBo! — EBHYX OCIEIIHO yaaauiacs.

Wn LI3uHB3HB CrpeG CO CTOJIa BOPOX 6YMal" U C CHJIOU YOapHuJI KyJIaKOM II0 CTOJIEIIHUIIE — II0 JEPEBY
IIOII0JI3JIa FJ'IY6OKaSI TPEeIIrnHa.

— Wu ChMHb... — MPOLIUIIEN OH. — HeyKenu Thl PELINI CO MHOM IIOUTPATh?

ViH CheIMHD U BIIPSIMb OBITT HE TPOYh IIOUTPATh. BOT TONBKO 060BbEKTOM ero urp temneps Ovin IIsHb
[IvHXaHb.

B mocnenHee BpeMs TOT YaCTO BUTaJI B 061akax. M Korja OHM MpeJaBaIkch JTII00BU, U IPOCTO B TUXKE
MHUHYTHI, OH Ka3aJICs OTPELIeHHBIM. B3rmsam ero 6/nyxmai, ¥ MOPOH, Tsas B yIop Ha X0y, OH CJIOBHO
IIepecTaBajl ero BUIeTh — OYITO CKBO3b HETO CMOTPEN Ha KOT0-TO JPYTOTo.

OmblTa B IIOCTENbHEIX genaX UH CrinHo OpUI0 He 3aHuMaTh. OH 6e301murb0YH0 YuTall BCE: Koraa
[luHxaHI0 IPHUATHO, a Koraa 60JIbHO; KOTHa B €ro Ila3ax J1io00Bb, a KOra — HeHaBUCTh. U yK TOYHO
OH BHEJI, KOTMla MEIC/IH JTI000BHUKA 3aHSITH KEM-TO IIOCTOPOHHUM.

Toit HOubIO cTOMIO [IMHXaHIO MUIIL Ha MUT OTBECTH B3TJAf, Kak UH ChIMHb MEPTBOM XBaTKOU
BLIEIIUJICS B €0 3amlsaCThs. Bolas B HET0 [0 CaMOTo Mpefesa, OH 3aMep, He [AaBasi MePedbIlKA 1
BJIACTHO IIPUKUMAsICh BCEM TeJIOM, TPeOys IIOJIHOTO BHUMAaHUS.

[uaxaHb 6071€3HEHHO TOMOPIITUIICS.

— YTo THI fenaelb? — BEIJOXHYJI OH.

— Her, 9T0O TH — 4TO Henaels?

— Ecnu He xo4enib IIPOOOJIZKaTh — IIPOYb C MEH.

W CeiMHD CXKaJl ero PYKH ellle CUJIbHEe.

— O KOM THI ceryac gyman?
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