— Bceé... Bcé B monmHOM nopsake, — BeiAoxHY Hun FO#, HO efiBa CMBICIT CKa3aHHOTO AOIIEN 10 HETO,
Kak JIUI[0, efiBa YCIIEeBIlee OCTHITh, BCIBIXHYJIO C HOBOU CUJIOM. OH CTHIAIMBO OMYyCTU T'OJIOBY: —
BeccmepTHEI MacTep 2KyaHb, K 4eMy Bl 00 9TOM CITpalliiBaeTe?

Kyanp CUHIIY COKPYIIEHHO B3LOXHYII:

— XOTb MBI C MO€U XKEHYIIKOU U KUBEM [IyIlla B OyIly, HO B TOM, 9YTO KacaeTCs HalllUX...
CYIIpy2KeCKux 00513aHHOCTEH, cornacus MexXny HaMmu HeT. OH BE4HO...

Hun KO# HakoHel coo6pa3uil, Ha 4YTO HaMeKaeT cobeceguuk. OT y2Kaca OH efiBa He CBAJIUIICS C
TabypeTa. OH OKPYTJTIU I'J1a3a U ycTaBUICcs Ha JKyaunb CHHIIY:

— BeccMmepTHEINM MacTep, BH XkKe He coOMpaeTeCh... II0 OTHOIIeHuIo K Ero BenuuecTsy... —
«COBEPIIUTh HEUTO HETIOTPeOHOEe?» — He PEILINICSA OH JOTOBOPUTDH BCIIYX.

Cumniny, He 3aMedas OTYasTHUS OeqHSTH, ITPOAOJIKal CO BCEM CephE3HOCTHIO:

— Mos HSIHII3HI BCE BpeMsl OTKa3hIBaeTCs. BOT 5 ¥ pemus CIIpoCuTh ¥ Tebs coBeTa. ITO Aeno... — TyT
OH OCEKCS U YOUBJIEHHO BCKUHYJ 6poBb: — Oif, THl Yero Ha IOJ-TO ycencs? TaM e X0JI0IHO.
BcraBaii, Hy Xe.

Hwun FOit 1 cam MedTas MOCKOPEe BCKOYUTD U CO BCEX HOT GPOCUTHCS ITPOYh M3 3TOTO [ABOPIIA, HO
HOTH ero Tak 0cJiab/y, YTO OTKA3kIBAJIMCh CIYIIATHCS. B TOMOBE MyTbCHpOBaia OMHA MBIC/Th: BHIKUTE.
Co0OpaB ocTaTKu CUJ, OH IIOBAJIAJICS Ha YETBEPEHBKY U TIOMOJI3 K BHIXOMY.

— BeccmepTHEI MacTep 2KyaHb, — 3a60pMOTa OH Ha XOAy, — y MEHS... Y MeHS elllé fiel
HEeBIPOBOPOT. [loway s, mopa MHe.

XKyans CHHIIY IIOCIELINIT 38 HUM:

— [lena u momoXaaTh MOTyT, He yoeryT. Thl MHe cHadasa pacckaxiu... — OH nopxBatun Hun K4 mog
JIOKOTb U TIOMOT eMy NOOHATHCA. — [laBal, BHIIIEN Yalo.

Cuniry coOCTBEHHOPYYHO HaJIAJI YaIllKy U BJIOXKWII €€ B pyKu ciayru. Hun H0# Bienumncs B He€, HO
TIAJIBITH IPOKAJIHM TaK, YTO Yall efBa He pacmaéckuBascs. OH GbIJT TOTOB pa3phIOaThCS:

— BeccMepTHBIM MacTep, momaauTe! Y MeHs joMa XKeHa, AeTH... OHU Ke MeHS XKOyT!
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Bepnysiuce B0 aBopen LIuHbI0HD, LI3UNMKUHL Cpa3y MO4yBCTBOBAJI: YTO-TO HE TaK.



Kyanb CuHIIy TO ¥ [ies0 Opocall Ha Hero BOpoBaThie B3TJISME, HO CTOMIO UMIIEPAaTOPYy IIOCMOTPETH B
OTBET, KaK TOT CTPEMUTEJIBHO OTBOPAuMBaJCs. PaHbIlle TAKOr0 He CIy4aloCh — OH HAKOTHa He
YIIyCKasl BO3MOXKHOCTH 00OMEHSITHCS HOJITUM, UCIIOTHEHHBIM HEKHOCTH B3TJISIIOM, @ 3a0[IHO ¥ CTSHYTb
KaKOoW-HUOYyIb MOIeTyi MO IIyMOK.

Ho cTpanHo BEN ceOst He TOMBKO OH. Becerma coepxkanubiit Hun F0it Ka3ancs coBepPIIEHHO
INEPraHHBIM: PYKH ¥ HETO XOOUJIHM XOMYHOM, KOTIa OH ITofaBas 0J1t0a, a peyb CTajia IyTaHOo# u
KOCHOSI3LIUHOMH.

L3unuHp MoT4a HabIoman 3a 3Tou HepeMeHoﬁ, He CIIellla 3aiaBaThk BOIIPOCHI.

CrpaHHas aTMoc(epa coxpaHsiIach IO CaMOT0 KOHIA y&KKHa. HakoHel], MIIepaTop yAaIuiIcs B
KYIaJIbHIO U CIIYCTS HEKOTOPOe BpeMs BhIIeN OTTyfa. OCYLIUB 0fIeXKAY C MTOMOIIbIO TYXOBHOW CHUJIIHI,
OH BOIIEJ B CIasibHIO U 00Hapyxkuia, 4To 2KyaHb CHHIIY, KOTOPOMY I10JIarajoCh JOXKHUOATHCS €T0 Ha
JI0XKe, Kyoa-To UCYes3.

B 3ane 1apuia TUIIWHA, HapyllaeMas JIMIIb> HETPOMKUM ITOTPECKUBAHUEM TOPSIIUX CBeUeH.

LI3unuHb, He MPOSABISASI OECIIOKONCTBA, IIOJOLIEN K CTOJIY ¥ HECIIEIITHO BHIMUII YallKy BOABL. TOJIBKO
II0CJIe 3TOTO OH HaIpaBWJICA K KpoBaTu. CTOUIIO eMy IOAOWTH BIUIOTHYIO, KaK 3a CIMHOM pa3fascs
eBa YJIOBUMEIN CBUCT pacceKaeMoro Bo3ayxa. Ha rybax ummepaTopa IpoMeIbKHYIa MUMOJIETHAS
ycmelnka. OH pe3Ko o0epHyIcs — U ToYHO: 2KyaHb CUHIITY yKe JeTel PsiMO Ha HeTo.

YToOHI TOT HEHAPOKOM He ymubces B cBoeit 6e3pacCyqHoi MONkITKe, [[3UIuHE He CTall YKIOHATHCS.
HampoTuB, OH NMOAXBATUII €T0 PYKaMy, U OHU BMECTE ITOBaIMINCh Ha MSTKOE JIOXKE.

2Kyanb CHUHIIY TIOHSIJI TOJIOBY; €TI0 JIUI[0 CUSJIO TOPKECTBOM — TakK pafmyeTcs PeOEHOK, Ubs IIaloCTh
yhanacs.

— Trl 9TO, I€C M3 BegoMcTBa OyXOBHBIX 3BEpel? — HEBO3MYTHUMO cripocun Li3unuub. — Bpocaembces
Ha KaXKOoro BCTPEYHOT0?

— He Ha kaxpgoro, — BO3pPa3uil CI/IHI.T.Iy. — Tonbko Ha Tebs.

C atuMu crioBaMu OH OBICTPO TIOI[eJI0OBAJT KMIIepaTopa B MOf00PO/IOK.

— BcraBaii, — CKOMaHIOBaJll TOT.

— U He nogymato, — CUHIIY 0TKa3aJiCcs ABUraThCcsA. HalpoTuB, OH NPUHUK K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM X,
IIOHM3UB T'0JIOC, IPOIIENTal PSIMO B ¥X0: — HSAHII3E, HOUb yKe riy0oKas... [laBail 3aiMEMCS 4eM-
HUOYOb IOMHTEPECHEE.



T'opsiuee grixaHue CHHIIY OMAIMIIO0 KOXKY, @ B TOJIOCE 3By4Yall HEIIPUKPHITEIN COOTa3H.

Herxanue LI3unuHsS Ha MUT TIEPEeXBATHIIO, HO OH BCE K€ ITePeXBaTHJI IIAJIOBIMBEIE PYKHU CYIpyTa U
yOparn ux oT cebs:

— Henb3as.

— 3T0 emie nouemy?

[TycTh 9TH IPUCIaHHBIE fEMOHAMU KPACABUIILI ¥ HE TIPEICTABIISAIN YTPO3BI AJIST UX YyBCTB, CHHIITY
YaCTEHbKO CJIBIIIAJ, YTO TAPMOHMUS B IIOCTENIM — 3aJI0T HOJIroi JTI00BHU. A C TeX 1MOp, KaK OH OUHYJICS,
MeXIy HUMHU He OblJI0 HUKaKOi 0JIM30CTH.

— V¥V cympyroB ecTh eCTeCTBEHHEIE TOTPEOHOCTH, — He YHuMascs CuHiny. — HeyXemnu Thl MeHs
COBceM He xouelnb? — He maBasi LI3umuHIO BCTAaBUTh HU CJI0Ba, OH J00aBuiI: — A 5 BOT TebGs 04eHb
X0uy.

I'nanos B st HWCKPEHHNE, IIOJTHEIE 2KdPa I'lla3ad, UMIIEPATOP IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK I[épHy'J'ICH Kamslk. Ho
OH OCTaJICAd HEIIPEKJIOHEH:

— Cka3sas XKe — Hesb34. Bcrasaii.

Ecnu 651 CI/IHH.Iy IIPUCMOTpEJICS, OH OBl 3aMETHIJI, 9YTO KYyJIaKH LI3un1Hs, TOKOUBILINECS 110 6OKaM,
CZKaThl TaK KPEIIKOo, 4YTO Ha THIJTBHOU CTOPOHE JTaJOHEeN IIPOCTYIINUIIA BEHHEI. On sgBHO COEepPzKHUBAJICS U3
IMOoCJIeJHUX CHII.

— Hert, — Ha ceii pa3 CuHIly pemm He ycTynath. OHU Je3Kaau Tak OJIM3K0, YTO CKPBITh TeJIeCHEIE
PeakIuu JpyT OT Apyra ObII0 HEBO3MOXKHO. — {1 3Ke YYBCTBYIO: ThI TOXKE XOUelllb. 3a4YeM TepIeTh?
9TO BpeQHO [JIs 3MOPOBhS. MEI KeHATH, HEYETO TYT CTECHSThCS.

Y LI3unuHs He 0CTanoch Bbioopa. OH PEUIMTeNbHO OTTONKHYN CHHIIY B CTOPOHY, TOTHSIICS C TOCTENH
B PACTEP3aHHHIX OfleXkKmax ¥ OPOCHUI:

— Cnu opuH. 4 y¥iny B 60KOBOM OBOpeEI.

C 3TUMHM CJI0BaMHU OH pa3BepPHYJICS, HaMepeBasiCh YUTH.

Kyanp CHHIIy, He 0KHaBIINM TaKOT0 II0BOPOTa, HA MTHOBEHUE OTIEIINII, HO TYT K€ CpearupoBa u
BIIETIMJICSI B Kpail UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ONEsSHUS.

— [lyctu, — orpesan LI3unuHs.



— He nymy! — CuHiry mep2Kan MEPTBOM XBaTKOM, a TOTOM U BOBCE ITYCTUIT B XO[I TSIXKEITYIO
apTUIJIEPHI0 — Havall OTKPOBEHHO KalPU3HUYaTh. — Thl HE MOXKEIIb YUTH, HIHL3k! MHe 110X0, 5
He 3acHy!

I_[3I/I_TII/IH]:> OoCTaBaliCd XomoaeH. Torma CI/IHH_Iy, Pa3BaJluBIINCE HA IIOCTEJIN, IIPUHATICA 6ecnopﬂnqu0
OPEITATh HOT'aMH, T'JIAOd Ha HETO C HEMEIM YKOPOM:

— Trt MeHs oOuxaelrb. CKaXku 4eCTHO: MBI B Gpake BCEro Tpu rofa, a 1 Tebe yxke Hamoen?
Heyxenu... HeyKeJU THl CYUTACIID, YTO 5T CTAapel0 U TePSI0 KPacoTy?

Li3unuHb: «...»

— Momyuib? 3HauuT, 5 npaB! — CUHITY 3aKPHUI JINLI0 PyKaMU U JIeMOHCTPATUBHO BCXJIUIIHYIL.

Tpu ropma 6paka, yBsmalomas Kpacora... Yto 3a Henenuna? Y LI3unuHsa 3amyibcupoBaia XKuiKa Ha
noy.

— 3aMoT4YH, — MPOLEIU OH.

CHHIIy TTOCNTYIIHO 3aTHX, HO IIPOMOJIXKaJI MEJIKO B3IparuBaTh BCeM TeJIoM, n300pakast KpalHIO0
CTeIleHb OOUMHL.

Ecnu ObI OH He pa3mBUTal asIbIlEl, IOOTIISALBAS 3a PeaKIel Cympyra, ClileHa MOTjia Okl II0Ka3aThCs
BIIOJIHE YOeOuTEeIbHOMU. LI3uIMHb MPeKPacHO BUOET BCE 3TH YIIOBKH, HO CEPAIe ero BCE PaBHO
IpefaTeIbCKU JPOTHYIIO.

OH okuHysn CHHILY OBICTPEIM B3TJIIAOM U CyX0 OPOCHII:

— Hcnonb3yu pyky.

XKyanb CHHIITy MTHOBEHHO TIepecTall IPUTBOPSIThCS. OH BCKOYHMJI, YCEBIIUCH Ha MTOCTEIH, |
YCTaBHJICSI HA UMIIEPATOPa CUSIOIIMMY TIa3aMu:

— IlpaBoa MOXKHO?

— M-M-M.

LI3unmuHb MBICTIEHHO y0exmarn ce0si: pyKa-To TBOSI COOCTBeHHAsI, K YeMy TaKue BOMPOCH. OH
romo6par ofesisio, KoTopoe CHHIIY B TOPLIBE YYBCTB CKUHYJTI Ha TI0JI, ¥ €[Ba YCIIeN IPUCECTh Ha Kpau
KPOBaTH, KaK €ro MPaBYIO JIaJOHb HAKPBITH YyXKUe TTabIlbl.



OT 3TOr0 MPUKOCHOBEHUS L3UIMHD B3IPOTHY, CJIOBHO 00KETCsi. OH HAaXMYPHIICS ¥ CYPOBO CIIPOCHIT:

— JT0 elle uTo?

— Tl Ke caM cKa3all: «<UCIoIb3yHi PyKy», — CUHIITY 00MKEHHO 3aKyCHuJl Ir'y0y, 3aMeTuB, Kak
TII0XOJIOHeJI B3N cynpyra. — Thl yKe cornacuics, HIHI3b. OOpaTHO ClI0Ba He 3a0epElb.

— 4 He 3To uUMen B... — LI3unuHb 0cékcs. Ero efiBa He pa3oOpan cMex OT 3710CTh: CHHINY YMYIPUIICS
BEIBEDHYThH €T0 Ke COOCTBEHHEIE CJI0BA B CBOIO IIOJIB3Y.

— Hsanusel, — CuHIy CMOTpPEI Ha Hero C HeTeprneHueM. — Hy Xe, cKopee.

Pas YK OEeJI0 3aIlJI0 TaK JaJIeKO, CIIOPUTH On1710 Oecmone3Ho. [TambIre! HMIIEpaTOpPa HavdaJlu MEOJIEHHO
OBUT'AaTbCs.

Cnycts HeKoTOpOoe BpeMs LI3UuHE C JIeASHEIM JIULIOM CXBATUI IIOAYIIKY U MIBHIPHYJ €€ B CUHIILY:

— 3aTkHUCH. HU 3ByKa.

CHHIy OTIIBLIPHYJI IOAYIIKY B CTOPOHY ¥ IIPOIIENTa:

— Torpa moueny MeHs.

«Hy u Harnel ke T, — mopyMaJ L[3umnuHb, KPUBO YCMEXHYBIIUCEY.

Ho XKyanw Cunuly yxKe mofancst BIepen, 00BUII ero 11ei0 pyKaMy U caM IIPUHUK K ero ryfam.
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