CmepTs JI10 X0 He Cy/IuiIa HUYEro XOpoLIero.

Iaxe ecnu He OpaTh B pacyeT, YTO OH MOT ObITh CTPaHHUKOM BPEMEHHM U B OyyIieM CTaTh LIeHHEIM
COI03HHMKOM, CaMO 3TO IIPOUCIIECTBUE OATBEPK/IAIO CJI0BA CTAPOCTHL: B PEKe eHCTBUTEIHHO
BOJIMJIMCH BOOSTHEIE TTPU3PAKH.

HO# ®ancioit B3rnsgHy Ha Y9H MUHS — TOT CHeN Ha KpoBaTH, OJIeIHBIN KaK CMEPTb.

— Csi0 MuHb, MOXKeT, MHE OCTaThCS CETOAHS C TOOOU? — MOy TSA-0IyCcephe3HO npennoxui H0u
daHCION.

YsH MuHb Ma3HyJI B3TJISAOM II0 €70 paHEeHOU pyKe ¥ IIPOMOJIyaJl, JIUIIb IJIOTHEee CXKaB I'yOul. CIycTs
MTHOBEHME OH II0BepHYJICA K [luHp Ho.

Ho YxkaH LI3bIMaH ycresn nepexBaTUTh UHUIIUATUBY:

— Tebe cTpamrHo?

— A? — lunb do 3agymancs. — Tsl mpo npuspakoB? Het, He 6010Ch.

— Bot u cnaBHO, — YkaH LI3pIMaH B34J1 €T0 3a PYKy ¥ NOTSHYNI K BEIXORy. — A 51 60tock. [Toiimeém K
CTapoCTe, BHIIPOCUM OOHY OOJBILIYI0 KOMHATY Ha JBOUX, OyAellb MeHs 3allUulaTh.

HO# ®aHCIoM MPOBOAUI UX B3TJISIIOM U, TJISIAS B OKHO, MEJIaHXOJIMYHO J0OaBUIT:

— Tam Y BOOSHEBIX IIPU3PAKOB TdKHE OJIMHHBIE KOT'TH...

— TTomnu! — Ysu MuHb cOpBajCcs ¢ MeCTa U 3alllarall CJIeloM 3a IMapOYKOu.

OH pemmI: eciiv 3TOT HaTJIel] B3AyMaeT pacIyCcKaTh PYKH, OH eMy UX IIPOCTO IIepejioMaeT. A Ha yTpo
IPUCTABUT 00PATHO, TaK U OBITS.

O ®anCIOM JOBOIBHO XMBIKHYJI ¥ IIPUILYCTHU BOOTOHKY.

YsH MuHI0 Ka3anoch, 4YTo y 3Tux ABoux — FOu ®ancros u Yxkan L[3pIMaHa — BOIYbU XBOCTHI TaK U
XOOAT U3-TI0f OfeXKIbl, TaK U BUJISIOT, @ OHU U He OyMaloT UX IpsaTaTh. HO HAXOOUIIKUCE Te, KTO 3TOTO
B yIIOp He 3aMedyarl.

Cam-TO OH «CTaphIi JIUC», BLIKPYTUTCS, HO I Ha LluHb 90, KOTOPHIM yXKe Yepe3 napy gHen
3HAKOMCTBa ITyCKaJl BOCTOPKEHHEIE IY3bIpHU OT JIt060T0 croBa Li3riMaHa, YsH MuHb JUIIb B3AbIXaJ.
9T1oT Gefornara gaxe He MOUMET, KOTHa €r0 FOPY «IIPOTPHI3YT» IO OCHOBAHUS.



Bnpoqu, Uxkau 1I3pIMaH Ka3ancs Kynoa Ooiee TMMOPAOOYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM, YEM OOUH KOHKpGTHBIfI
Mep3aBell...

CTapOCTa, OGpﬂ?KGHHbeI B II€CTPEIE JIOXMOThA C IEPhAMHN HEN3BECTHBIX IITHUI] B BOJIOCAX, BBICITYIIIAJI
WX 1 KUBHYII:

— Ectb KOMHaTa. [Torogute, npuHecy KiIO4u.

— VHTepecHO, TaM [iBe KPOBaTH UM OfHa 00JblIasi? — BIOAT0n0ca npobopmotan i ®aHCoi.

Barnsam Ysa Mung ctan neggaeiM. OH IpOMOT4al.

— C [OByMS KpOBATSIMH, a UTO? — CTAPOCTA, HE YCIIEB OTOMTHU [ajiekKo, 00epHYJICS Ha roJIoC.

— IoitpéT, — FO#t ®aHCIoN IBHO pa30yapoBasIcs, HO Yepe3 CeKYHOYy CHOBa mpuodonpuics. — Bcé
paBHO Te OecIIaTHHIE IITYKH, YTO KJIaAyT B HOMepa C 60JbII0i KpOBaThi0, BEYHO CIIUIIKOM TOJICTHIE,
HeynoOHble U HUUEM He TTaXHyT.

Y, He obpaiasi BHUMaHUS Ha OKOHYATENIbHO ITOMpayHeBero Ysu MuHs, qoGaBut:

— K ToMy Xe g 300p0B, MHE 3TU IPEJOCTOPOXKHOCTY HU K YEMY.

Lunb fo, BCE elle He MOHKMMas ITOATEKCTa, B3rNSHYI Ha YKaH L[3bMaHa:

— O uéM ato ou? YTo TaMm OecIjiaTHO marmT?

ToT momomnygan, HOJIGI/IpaH CJIOBa IIOO MPUCTAJIbHBIM, YUCTHIM B3IJIAO0OM CIIYTHHKA.

— B cnemytomuii pa3 moKaxy.

YsH MuHB 3aKpBII JIUL0 J1aJOHbIO ¥ CKBO3b IajIbLbl METHYJ B FOU ®aHCI0d UCIENeNsouy B30D, B
KOTOPOM SICHO YMTanoChk: « CKOTUHA».

TOT HEBUHHO 3aXxJI0maJl r1a3aMu: JecKaTh, a g TYT IIpU yeM? ITO LI3biMaH Y HaC He IIpOMax.

YsH MuHb 3aKaTuil riasa: «Jla Ha ce0s TOCMOTPH, YYH0 B IIEPBIX».

HO#1 ®amncroit BCKUHYI GPOBB, U B YTOJIKaxX ero ry0 3aurpajna ycMemka: «M Kakoe xe s 9ygo?»



Ysx MuHb JIHIIH XMBIKHYJI, 3a0paJt KJIl0uM y CTapOCThl, OYPKHYI «criacu0o» U 3alaras Ipoyb.

OcTanpHBIE IBOE BUMENU JIAIIL, KaK 9TU IBOE KaK0Oe-TO BpeMs «(hexXTOBalIu» B3rIALaMy, II0CIIe 4ero
YsH MuHb npefcKasyeMo BCIBIIUAT U YIIET.

Yskan I[3pIMaH 0CTOPOXKHO KOCHYIICS nogboponka Luue Ho, 3acTaBisis TOTO TOCMOTPETD Ha cebs, u
elBa 3aMeTHO IIeBeIbHYI OPOBIMHU.

B scubix rnasax LHuHbs 0 0Tpa3unuch qBa OTPOMHEIX BOIIPOCa.

— Kxm... — [I3pIMaH OTCTpaHUICS U MOTEP Hanblbl. — Ugem.

— IMoropu, — Lunb o 06epHYIICA K XJI0MOYyIIeMy cTapocTe. — [Isis, a BBl UTO 3TO 3aTESIIU?

— Ox, ropubIi 60r B THeBe! — CTapocTa, TOJIBKO U JXK[IaBIIHH ITOBOAA BEITOBOPUTHLCS, CEPAUTO 3aTPSIC
Oopomoii. — ITpupeéTcst BeCTH Jiofer B XpaM ropHOro 60ora, MOJIUTHCS O MUJIOCTH, HHa4Ye OeMbl He
MuHOBaTh! U Bcé atoT JIo Xo, mapIiuBel...

Crapocra yIén, mpomonaxkas pyratecs cebe Mo HOC U MO3BIKUBATh OTPOMHBEIM P2KaBHIM
KOJIOKOJIbYMKOM, KOTOPBIY M37aBajl Pe3KUU, HEIIPUATHBIN 3BYK.

HMx HOBast KOMHaTa pacrojaraiach Ha caMOM BepxHeM 3Taxe. Bup oTciofa OTKPHIBAICS IOJIyYIIe.
Ysu MuHb nepBEIM [IEeJI0M Pa3fABUHYII LITOPH], OT KOTOPHIX CJIETKa HECTIO MJIeCeHbl0. B KoMHATY
XJIBIHYJI CBET 3aKaTa, OICBeYNBasi XaOTUUHEIM TaHel] IIEIIMHOK B BO3MYXE.

— CKOJIBbKO XK€ 3[0eCh HUKTO He XKUN? — YsH MuHb MOMOPIIUICI OT 3aTXJIOTO 3alaxa.

01 ®amncioit, He pa3myMbIBas, 3aBaIUIICS Ha KpoBaTh. OH HEOPEKHO PACCTETHYII Tapy HUXKHUX
IIyTOBUI] Ha pyOalllke, ¥ Ta 3afipanach, 00Haxas MOJI0CKY KPETKHAX MBIIIII.

YsH MuHb HEBOJIBHO CKOJIB3HYJI IT0 HUM B3TJIIOOM, CIIYCTHJICS HUXKE U TYT K€ B CMATEHUU
OTBEPHYJICS.

011 ®anciol MOTAHYJICS BCeM TesoM. YsH MuHb OBl yBepeH — TOT KpacyeTcsl HapouHo. Hy He MoryT
MBIIIITEL TAK pefibepHO MPOCTyNIaTh caMu 1o cebe.

— Ckopo creMHeeT, — nmpobopmoTtan ®aHcion, Habmogas 3a aasMKu 00JIaKaMHy Ha 3amaje. —
CrapocTa [0/IZKeH CKOPO BEPHYThCS. HOUbI0 pasrymuBaTh OMacHO, KPYroM HEYUCTh. biaruMm menom
3TO0 HEe KOHYHUTCS.

— XKepTtBonpuHolieHue... — YsaH MuHb IOKOCUJICI Ha €r0 paHeHYI0 PyKy. B Aylile 1meBeIbHYI0Ch



CTPaHHOE COoXKaJleHue 0 HeJJaBHEe! BCIIBIIIIKe THEBA, HO OH ObICTPO ero nopaBmwi. — OTKya TH BooO1e
CTOJIBKO 3HAEIIb NP0 BCE 3TU CYyEBEPUS U IYXOB?

®dancroM ynuBUICS TOMy, 4T0o UYsH MUHDb 3ar0OBOPHII IIEPBHIM, HO YIIyCKaTh IIaHC He CTall.

— B ogHolt u3 ITPOIITBIX MUCCHM S IIOTal B OPEBHIOI0 3IIOXY. brin TaM Y4E€HHUKOM KaKOro-To
HEeOOXKUTEIIS UK BEPXOBHOT'O BJIaABIKH, BOT 1 HaXBaTaJICA ITIOHEMHOT'Y.

Ysa MuHb OKHHYII €r0 B3rJIdaoM. HOu ®amncroi, 3dKVHYB HOTH Ha CTEHY, HE OTPhIBAsSICh CMOTPEII Ha
Hero. bneck B ero ria3ax ObI TOYHO TaKHM Ke, KaK HEeCKOJILKO JIeT Ha3apm.

MSATKHAM U TOBOPSIIMM.

OHU ¥ caM¥ He 3aMETHU/IH, KaK Hay4YWJIUCh MOHUMATH APYT Apyra 6e3 cioB. 9TO He pa3 BLIPydaso UX B
MUCCHSX TIOf] IPUKPHITHEM, UMEHHO TaK OHM KOTa-TO U 3apaboTayu CBOIO PelyTaluio.

Ecnu roBOpUTh KpacuBo — 3TO Oblla CBSI3b AyII. ECM 4eCTHO — OHU IIPOCTO BUAENH OPYT Apyra
HACKBO3b.

JIuIb ero BHe3alHOEe UCUYE3HOBEHME TPU Iofa Halald CTano Ajiad YsH MuHS IOTHOU
HeoXHuIaHHOCThIO. OH He 3aMeTHII HA eIUHOI0 3HaKa, H OMHOM 3allelKH.

WM uMeHHO IT03TOMY T'ie-TO B caMol Tiiy0uHe cepaiia YsH MUHB BCE ell€ KaleabKy JOBEepsisl 3TOMY
YeJIOBEKY.

FO11 ®anciol ynbibancs — Moa4a, HU4ero He CIIpalilnBas.

— C 3THM JIMIIOM THI BRITJIIAUINE KyOa mIpunuyHee, — 6pocun YsH MuHb, cTapasich He KacaThCs
oracHbIX TeM. U TyT ke nobaBui: — Ho s-To 3Hal0: IO 3TOM MacKOM BCE Ta Ke THHUIasd HaTypa.

HO# ®amncioit pe3ko Bctan. He HameBast 00yBH, OH B OOHUX HOCKaX IIOOIIENT BIUIOTHYIO K Y9H MuHIO.

ToT MrTHOBEHHO ITOIOOPAsICs, CBEPIIS €r0 SPOCTHLIM B3TJISIOM, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKUN OXOTHHUYMH TEC.

— Yero Tebe?

FO#1 ®amnciol ¢ ynbibKO# pacCTeTHY BEPXHIOIO MTyTOBUILY, OTKPHIBAS U3SIIHBEIE, YeTKO OUepUYEeHHbIEe
KJTIOYHUIIEL.

— Tak copsu eé.



— IIpoBanuBaii, — YsH MuHb OpPe3rIMBO OTBEPHYJICS, XOTS T'OJIOC €r0 efiBa 3aMeTHO AporHyI1. Ho
PacIo3HaTh 3TO MOT TOJILKO TOT, KTO 3HAJI €r0 CJIMIIKOM XOPOLIIO.

— Hy xe, — KO#1t ®aHcioil KOCHYJICS BOPOTa MaibllaMi, 0TTubas Kpail pybamku. — COpBU C MEHS 3Ty
KoXy. [IyCcTh BONK HaKOHEI] IPefICTaHET B UCTUHHOM O0JINYbE.

«U cpecT Te0sI, MaJIbII».

— Bonk B yenuuke, — OypkHy1 UYsH MuHb.

IOun ®ancCloM oceKkcH.

— OT TaKMX CJIOB BCE XeJlaHKue TIIpOIiafaeT, — B3JOXHYII OH.

YsH MuHB, COXpaHss Ha JUIle BEIpaKeHue KpaiHero npeHeOpexkeHus, IOOOMIEN K OKHY. MaleHbKas
IepeBYIIKa, elllé HeaBHO IIyMeBIIas XK13HbI0, 3aMepiia. OKHa U gBepu OBIJIM HATJTyX0 3aKPHITH —
BUJMMO, JHEBHOE IpouciiecTBue ¢ JIto X0 He Ha IIyTKy Halyrajio MeCTHHIX.

— Kak mymaenib, 4To Ha caMoM fiesie ciy4unocsk c JIo Xo? — H0i ®ancioit 0TOPOCU Iy TIHUBLIH TOH
¥ BCTAJI PSOOM, TJISAS HA TOHYIIYIO B CyMepKaX JepeBHIO.

Ysn Muns npomoinyar. [1o noruke Beliel, ”HCTUHKT CaMOCOXPaHEHUS OJIXKEH OBIIT 3aCTaBUTh JI10
Xo 60pOoThCS, 3BaTh Ha MOMOIIb. HO OH MPOCTO MeMJIeHHO VIIEN IO BOAY, He IBITasCh CIIaCTUCh, U
pacuBén KpoBaBeIM (hoHTAaHOM. [[axke He 00epHYIICS.

2KyTko... CTTOBHO OH JeCTBUTENILHO OB BO BIAaCTH HaBaKAEHUS.

— 3ameTw, KaK KPecThsIHe IIapaxaauch oT OpeI3r, Korga JIro Xo mimeckas Bomoi Ha 6eper? —
npononxun FOir ®aHCion.

Ysx Munb KuBHyN. OH TOXKE 3TO BUOEN.

— I'oBOpSAT K€, YTO peKa IPOKIIATa.

— Bymb ocTopoxkeH, — cepbe3Ho mpenynpenun ®aHcoi. — [[epXKKUCh OT BOOH MTOAAIBIIE.

— Be3 Tebs 3Hato, — orphI3HyJcS YsH MuHb.

— IIporonopancs? ITongém moegum, — npenanoxun FOu ®aHciol, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT B IBEPD
IOCTYYanu. — JTO, HOIKHO ObITh, UKaH u LIuHE.



OJIHaKO, OTKDPEIB IBEPL, OHU YBUOEIIN Hy Yxkao. Ha Helt Ob1IO SAPKO-KpaCHOE IIJIaTke, U IIPU B3rjidne
Ha 9TOT YUCTHIH, aneCCI/IBHBII;I uBeT ®aHCION HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHUII KpPOBaBOe€ IIITHO B PEKE.

— Yro npuseso rocnoxy JIy? — FO#i ®aHCoil 0mépcs 0 IBEPHOI KOCSK, BEXKJTUBO YILIOHYBIIUCE.

Jly Yxkao 3arisgHysa eMy 4epes I1e40. BCTpeTUBIINCH C XOJIOMHEIM B3rniaAnoM YaH MuHs, oHa u3gana
KOPOTKHUY, CTPaHHBIA CMEIIIOK:

— locnogus 101, He npurnacuTe gamy NpUCeCTh?

— ¥ Bac kKakoe-To meno?

Jly Uxkao yneIOHyIach ele mmpe:

— Heyxenu rociogus YsH peBHyeT?

Ysu MuHb CKpUIHYJ 3y0aMu, ero ria3a HegoOpo CBEPKHYIIM:

— Ecnu BaM He4Yero ckasaTh, TO HE CMeeM 3aepXKHNUBaTh.

Ou OecuepeMoHHO oTofABUHYN 011 ®aHCIOA B CTOPOHY U CXBATUJICH 3a PYUKY [BEPH.

— Oi1, — JIy Yxkao ymépach JagoHb0 B IIOJIOTHO, KAlPU3HO HaAyB ryoku u risad Ha FOn ®aHcios. —
T'ocnoguu O, moueMy Bar OpaTtel] TaK HEMUJIOCEPHEH K XPYNIKUM [€BYIIKaM?

daHCIOM C TyKaBCTBOM IIOCMOTpeIT Ha YsH MuHS: «M0oXKeT, cKa3aTh el, YTO PEBHOCTh — yOen
JII00AIIX?»

Ysxn MuHb OTBETHII JIEOSTHEIM B30pOM: «T0OIBKO mOmpolyit!»

— OH 00b19HO MOKIaguCThI, — FOit ®aHCIOM BUHOBATO YILIOHYJICS AeBylIke. — He 3Halo, mouemy
IIPY BUJIE BaC OH IIpeBpalllaeTCs B TAKOTO KOJIIOYETro exa.

Cwmeicyt Obln mpo3pauen: «CTymaiiTe-Ka K cebe ¥ IogyManTe, 4YeM Bl TaK He yroguiu Hairemy Cso
Musrio».

YsH MuHb TPSAXHYJI T0JI0BOM, cOpackiBas pyKy PaHCIOSl CO CBOEM MaKyIIKH.

— locnogun HO#, rocioguy Ysu, — JIy Ykao, Ka3anoch, HUUYTh He obumenack. E€ B3rmsag cran
u3ydalomuM. — Brl Befb BUmeny, 4To ctano ¢ JIio Xo. Hy Tak 4To... mopaboTaeMm BMecTe?



— CoTpymHUYECTBO — BO3MOXKHO. BC€ ocTanbHOEe — HET. YKe MO3[HO, Y Hac fefa, — oTpe3as YsH
MuHB ¥ 3aXJIOMHYI OBEPS.

EnBa pa3pmarics IIeTdyoK 3aMKa, MefioBas yiabiOKa cronafa ¢ nuiia JIy Yxkao. OHa ¢ HeHaBUCThIO
yCTaBUJIACh B 3aKPHITYIO IBEPb.

«ITomyMaeltb, HallJTA OPYT Apyra. Eciu OBl He 9TH CTaphle XPHIYX U3 TUJIBOUH, KOTOPHIM BEYHO
HY2KHBI JOKa3aTeJNIbCTBA, S Obl HU 3@ YTO TaK HE YHUXKAJIach IIepefl BaMu».

B komHaTe it ®aHCIOM CIIPOCUT:

— Tebe oHa coBceM He II0 AyIe?

— A Ttebe mmo gyme? — YsH MuHb yKa3as Ha ABepb. — Hy Tak HOroHU eé.

— Jla kypma yx MHe, — FOi1 ®aHCIol TOKa4as rojIoBoi. — Y MeHS B Cepflie yKe KOe-KTO eCTb.

Ysn MuHb faxe He CTal CIPAIINBaTh, KTO UMEHHO — OH He coOuparscs gaBaTh OaHCIO0 OBOM IS
OYepeqHOU MOPLUHU CIafKOU JIXKHU.

— XOTb MHI 110 IeTeHfe u OpaThs... — KO ®aHCIoN CHOBa 3aBEJI CBOIO IIapMaHKy. — Ho o0mux merei
y Hac BCE paBHO He OyOeT, Tak YTO 3a HACJIeICTBEHHOCTh MOXHO He IIePeKUBATh...

— Tet! — Yau Munb yxke Habpas Bo3ayxa, YTOOH 0CaiuTh 9TOT'0 HEBLIHOCKMOI'O YeJIoBeKa, HO B IBEPD
CHOBa IIOCTy4aJlH.

Ha aTot pa3 OH PaACIIaXHVYII €€, eqBa CoepzxKuBas sAPOCTE.
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