['JIABA 24. JIEKAPCTBO

41 GosbIlle He MOT CIEePKUBATh CBUPEILIM OrOHb ITOXOTH, HEMCTOBO METABIIHICS 110 BeHaM. CJIIOBHO
M3roJIoflaBIINIiCS 110 II0TH Oe3yMel, g Habpocuscs Ha FOiyu My, BuBasich B eT0 MaHSIIMe anble
ryOnl. BO3MOXKHO, 51 CKaJl BEIXO[la CKOIIMBILIEMYCS HANPSIKEHUI0, & BOBMOXKHO — cniaceHus. Korga g
HaBaJIUJICSA Ha HETO, OTOPOCUB BCAKYIO HEKHOCTh, BO MHE HE 0CTaJI0Ch MeCTa [Jis COMHeHu. Pa3 ToT,
KOTO 5 XK[aJl, TaK ¥ He IMPHUIIEN... YTO XK, IPUAETCS NOBOJILCTBOBATHCS MaJIbIM.

— AX... — copBascs ¢ ero ry0 TUXWi BCKPUK.

HO#iun My Kpemnko 06XBaTUI MO0 CIIMHY, CJIOBHO He TI03BOJISS JIUITHUX ABUKEHUHN, HO IPU 9TOM
TIOKOPHO OTMIaBasl Ha pacTep3aHue CBou r'yOwl U 1eto. Korga Mou 06KUTaloIye IoLelyd KOCHYIUCE
OblolIeiics XKUIKK Ha eT0 TOpJie, OH NMPEePHIBUCTO B3MOXHYII U BAPYT HEXKHO, €[Ba CIIBIIIHO
paccmesiics:

— He gyman, uto Mo#i MiHb-3p ObIBAET TAKUM CTPACTHEBIM...

«3aTKHUCB!» — g SAPOCTHO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha HET0 ITIOKPACHEBIIMMU I''Ta3aMH.

— Jloxucs! — BEIDOXHYII 5, €[Ba JI0BS PTOM BO3[YX.

A XKpgan, 4TO OH IOJYMHUTCS, HO BHE3AIMIHO HATKHYJICA Ha HEIIPUBBIYHO Cepbé3H08, IIO4YTHU CTpOroe
BEIpaXKEeHNe ero JInIia.

— Yro eme? — g efiBa He 3apbyasn. HeyxXKenu oH pelua YyuTaTh MHE HOTaluu? B ToM, 4TO g
IIPOTJIOTHII 9TY IPOKJIATYIO «[IHMTIONI0 OeCSATH THICAY CTPacTel» U Tenepb cropan 6e3 ocTaTka,
BHMHOBAT ORI TOJIBKO OH. ETO XOJIOMHOCTh, MOT4aHKe ¥ 0TKa3 MpeAynpenuTh 00 OMacCHOCTH — BCE 3TO
IIPUBEJIO K HEIHENTHEMY UCXony. M Temeph OH momKeH ObIT pa3meuTh CO MHOM IociencTBus. Ero
YTO-TO He yCTpauBaio?

— KeM TBI MEHSI CUMTaelIb? — CIIPOCHUII OH, ¥ OH ITOO3PUTENIbHO 3aTperneTan PeCHULIaMH.

— JlekapcTtBoM! — oTpe3ar 4.

CHauvasa Ha SI3bIKE BEPTEJIOCh KHHCTPYMEHTOM [IJIsS Pa3psSAKK», HO 9TO YHU3UIIO OBl HE TOJIBKO ET0,
HO ¥ MeHs camoro. CoBceM HeflaBHO s pe3upasn CepeOpsiHOTO leMOHa 3a er0 CKOTCKYIO
HecIoepKaHHOCTh, a TEMepPhb CaM, He B CHJIaX COB/IaflaTh C MOIILIO SI7a, IIEJ 10 ero cromnaM. Kakas
UPOHMUS.

— Tonwsko HeKapCTBOM? — OH BBEIJOXHYII 3TO C KaKUM-TO CTPAHHEIM, €1Ba YIOBUMEIM COXKaJIEHHUEM.

— A KeM Xe ellle? — g pa3fapaxKEHHO (LIPKHYI U IPUHSAJICSA TeP3aTh ero OfexXabl.  KOCHYICS



rybamu ero rpynu, 6eccTeigHO TPOoOyKaas B HEM OTBETHOE JKeJlaHue.

Ero mpIxaHMe CTano TSXKEIBIM U PBaHBIM, HO B3rJId[d OCTaBaJICAd MMyTaloIle sACHBEIM. 3JTa SICHOCTh
JInIiajia MeHd IIOCJIIeJHUX CHII.

— Trl menaemp 3T0... ¥ He OOUIILCS, YTO «OH» PAcCTPOUTCS? — mpoiuenTtan iy My.

Ham o6ouM He HYKHO OBLIIO Ha3kIBaTh UMEH. MBI IPEKPACHO TOHUMAJIH, 0 KOM PeyYb.

— XM... — S JTUIIIb HEOTIpeleIEHHO XMBIKHYII. 91 CKOIb3HYJ PYKO# BHU3, IO TKaHb €ro OPIOK, TacKas
PA3TOPSTYEHHYIO MJIOTh Yepe3 TOHKUM MENK Oenbs. f MPUI0KUI BCe YCUIHUsS, YTOOB IPOOYIUTE B
HEM IPEMITIONINH ByNKaH cTpacTu. Celyac ObIsI0 He BpeMsi 6eCIIOKOUTLCS 0 YyBCTBax JItoi [lauxwu.
['nmaBHOe — BBIKHUTH. TOIBKO COXpPaHUB XKM3Hb, MBI CMOXKEM HafesIThCS Ha Kakoe-To Oyayiiee. A ecnu
JTroit 1]94kM ©3-3a 9TOTO CIIYyYaUHOTO IMU30MIa PEIIUT OTBEPHYTHCS OT MEHSI — YTO K, 3HAUUT, OH
IIPOCTO He IOCTOMH Moel mo6Bu. [ToaToMy g He Konebacs.

FOityn My npuinypurcst, mogaBasich HaBCTpeyy Moel pyke. ETo KyKoJIbHOE JIUII0 3aJIHJI TYCTON
PYMSsIHEIl, IbIXxaHUe COUTOCh, @ B 3aTYMaHEHHOM B30pe ITPOMEIIbKHYJI0 HEUTO IIOPOYHOE ¥ HEBEPOSITHO
co0nma3HuUTENbHOE. ¢ He yIepKajcs ¥ CHOBa BIUJICS B €r0 r'y0Owl, YyYBCTBYS, KaK HapacTaeT ero
B030yXneHue. B myie s rOpbKO YCMEXHYJICS.

BricBOGOMB BIaXKHYIO TaflOHb, S IIOJ] €T0 OIIEJIOMJIEHHBIM B3TJISA0M O€CCUITBHO PACTSIHYJICS Ha
I'PSI3HOM IIOJTy XpaMa.

— TBos odepenb... — i HO6p0BOJ’ILHO OTHaBaJl EMY HHUITMATUBY, TOTOBACE IIPUHATH Hen30exKHOe.

— IToueMy? — OH IPUTIOTHSIICS Ha JIOKTSX, HaBUCas Hamo MHOU. OH He CIIeIIuT HabpackBaThCs, Kak
s 02KHU/IaJl; MOPOK CTPACTH B €T0 Ijla3aX ClerKa paccesics. 3amevarsieB Ha MOUX ry0axX JTONTHH,
TOMUTEJIBHBIN MOIEJIyH, OH CIIPOCUTI COBEPIIEHHO CEPHE3HO: — [oueMy ThI 3TO Aelaels?

— HpOCTO IIOCIIENIHN... — 4 He XKeJlaJl 0TBe4YaTh, XO0TA BUOEJI, YTO OH XKaXKJET IIOHATE MOTHB MOET 0
BHE3AITHOT'O0 CMUPEHHU.

Hu oguH MyXk4KHa He 3aX04eT NOOPOBOJILHO ITOCTYIIUTHCS CBOEH TOPIOCThIO M 0Ka3aThCs IO
npyruM. MHe Toxe Obljla TPOTUBHA CaMa MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTOOBI IIOKOPHO CTOSITh Ha KoJleHsx. Ho 3To
OBbLIT €UHCTBEHHBIH IIIAHC COXPAHUTH HaIu C JIoi L[99y oTHOIIEHUS B OyIyLIEM.

4 mor 6vI B3siTh FOMun My cam, HO TOT[Ia MHE IIPUIIUIOCH OBl HECTH 3a HETO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh —
HeBaXHO, 1100TI0 g ero unu HetT. [axe ecnu FOiyu B 6ynyiieM He CTaHET yIpeKaTh MeHs B
OTCYTCTBUM YYBCTB, HAIll COI03 C MOJIOABIM I'1aBoM JI10ii Ha 3TOM Obl 3aKOHYMJICS. 3HAs XapaKTep
Lisuxu, 51 OB yBepeH: y3HaU OH, uTo g nuiuui K0iuu My «4uCTOTH», OH CKOpee IEPECTYIIUT Yepe3
coOCTBEHHOE Ceplle, YeM II03BOIUT MHE OPOCHTH TOT'0, KOMY s «00sI3aH» JKU3HBIO.



¢l 3Ham ero CIMIIKOM XOPOII0, YTOOLI COBEPIIUTD TaKyl0 IrNynocThb. Kyma mpoiie OBIJI0 cCaMOMY CTaTh
«XKepTBO¥». HeBenmuKa moTeps OJis OYIIEBHOTO PaBHOBeCHs, He Tak Ju? JIUIb OBl IePekKUTh
nericTBre «IIMII0MN OeCSATH THICAY CTPACTEeH», a TaM... TaM MEI ¢ JIoi LIpuxu emé cmoxkeM obpecTu
CBOE CYacCThe.

— Emé ceromHst yTpoM Tl MeHS 00S17ICST, — ITPOOOPMOTAJT OH, ITOTIaXKuBast MO0 O0HAXKEHHYIO KOXY.
B ero ronoce cMemanuck o6uga ¥ CaMOUPOHUS.

«Emé 6, — mogyMan si. — Begp TH B 1I060M MOMEHT MOKeIllb 00epHYThCS IHMOBUTOM 3Me€l. C ToOoM
HUKOTTIa He 3Haelllb, KaKOoW IIJIaH CO3peJl B TBOEH TOJI0Be, U 3TO OILIYIIeHUEe HelpeaCcKa3yeMOoCTH
OYIIUT MeHs». [I[pUX0OuIoCch MPpU3HATh: MOEr0 MHTEJIIEKTa He XBaTajo, YTOOH TATAThCS C HUM B 3THX
MeHTabHEIX UTrpax. OT MOCTOSTHHOT'O HaNPsi2KeHUs s1 OBl IIPOCTO COCTAPHUJIICS PaHbIle CPOKa — He
CaMBIM 3aBUOHBLIN (DUHAI.

— Yro B 9TOM JIfoi LI94KM TAKOTO, Pagy YEro CTOUT TaK XKEPTBOBATh CO00M? — OH KPEIKO MPUIKa
MeHS K cebe, TOKPHIBAs MOIO II€10 ¥ KITIOYHUITEl MEIKUMM YKYCaMH, OCTAaBJIsAsI Ha KoxKe OarpoBhbie
OTMETHHHI.

4 mMomyan, xenast TUIIb OMHOTO: YTOOR BCE 3TO ITOCKOPee 3aKOHYHUIIOCh. UTo s Haméen B JIrok
suxu? HaBepHOE, €T0 «JIeOsgHyI0» HEKHOCTh. CHapyXKHU OH KaXXeTCS XOIOOHBIM, HO €CJIM XBATUT
TeIy1a, YTOOBl PACTOMUTD ITOT CJIOM U3MOPO3H, €ro JlacKa 3aXKyPUYUT YHUCTHIM, 6ECKOHEUHBIM
POTHUKOM. Pa3 moBepUBIIKCH YEJIOBEKY, OH y2Ke HUKOTa He 3a0epET CBOIO HEKHOCTh 00paTHO.

— A Begb TH MHE U BIIPAaBOYy HPABUIIILCA, I/IHB-Sp, — OH IIOJHAII TOJIOBY U ITPHUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha
MEeHSs, CHJIOM BIIMBAs KaIlJIl0 0OCO3HAHHOCTH B MOK YHHBIBaI-OH.IHﬁ pa3ym.

Ia ckompko MOoxHO 6onTaTh?! Tesmo Ouna HeyoepxKuMas ApoxXb. S 6€33BYyYHO MOJIUII €T0 faTh MHE
6onbie, eme Gomnbie! [TycTh 3TOT OTOHb COXKIKET MeHS [0T/Ia — HeT HU4YEero My4uTe/lbHee, 4YeM B
3[paBOM yMe HaOJ0gaTh, Kak TH MMOrPyxKaeuiscs B 6e3ymue!

Bpopyr mo Moero ciyxa fOHECCS 3HAKOMBIU CTYK KOIIBIT...

— O, HakoHel-To, — KOiun My MraoBeHHo npeobpasurscsi. OT ero 3aHy[CTBa HE OCTAlOCh U CJefa.
OH Hayvamn UCCTYIJIEHHO KyCcaTh ¥ JJaCKaTb MEHS, CJIOBHO IILITasICh HAaBEPCTATh YIYLUIEHHOE 3a
ceKyHAbl. OT 9TOM BHE3AMMHOM BCIBIIIKYU CTPACTH S HEBOJIBHO 3aCTOHAJ, He IIOHUMas IIPUYUH TaKou
IIepeMeHHI.

— Xauu3ay, TH YBEPEH, 4YTO HaM Clofia? — CKBO3b TYMaH B yIllax npopsacs ronoc Jlrou Lsuxu. B
€ro TOHe CKBO3WIa OT4YasiHHAsA TPEBOra, KOTOPYI0 He MOT CKPHITh JaxKe I'POMKUM pxKay KOHS.

OH... Bcé-Taku npuien?! I'opio caaBuio OT MOACTYNUBIIKX ClI€3. Elllé MrHOBEHHE. .. eIl€ Obl Uy Thb-
YyTh, H...



— Crott! Yo BH TBOpPUTE?! — He ycIen s codpaTh B KyJIaK OCTaTKKU pa3yMa, KaK B XpaM BOPBaJICs
okpoBaBieHHbIN JItoii L[ouxku. OH B MTHOBEHHKE OKa MOAJIEeTesI K HaM, BeIpBal MeHd U3 pykK Ouuu My
Y, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa, HAHEC IOHOIIIe COKPYIIUTENbHEIHM yIap, 0TOPOCHUB TOT'0 Ha MOOpHIH IeCaTOK
JIOKTEHN.

— A-a-a! Tel npumen! Hakoren-To mpuinen! — Temepb MHe OBUIO IIJIeBaTh Ha HEIaBHIOI TOTOBHOCTh
K CaMOII02KEPTBOBAHUIO. I, TOUHO OCBMHUHOT, MEPTBOX XBaTKOU Buenuics B JIrou [ouxy,
IIPUKUMAsSCh K HEMY BCEM TEJIOM.

— HWHb, TH Kak... UHb... — [[9uXku, 3a0BIB 0 CBOEH IPUBHIYHOMN XOIOTHOCTH, T0o0OIemHen. ETo B3rmsy
yIaj Ha CBexKKe OTMETHHH Ha Moel Iee. OH CyZOpOKHO IIpUKal MeHs K ce0e, IIBITasCh YCIIOKOUTD,
a B ero riasax, Korga oH noBepHyicd K FOiyu My, BCOBIXHYIO afCKoe IjaMs SpOCTH.

— HOitun My! INoamnen! — raeB 3aTyMaHUJI €70 PAcCyIOK.

Ho HOituu moBén ce6st crpanHo. ['M9as Ha 00BIYHO HEBO3MYTHUMOTO T1aBy JII0¥, KOTOPHIH ceryac Ol
rOTOB yOMBaTh, OH BOPYT 3aJTUJICS BECEIHIM CMEXOM:

— Ott-o#t, 6paT JIto#, TH BCE He TaK MOHSJ. MBI ¢ MHB-9POM IPOCTO HACNTAXKAaIUCh OPYT APYTOM IO
B3aUMHOMY coryacuio. He Bepuillb — Cpocu ero caM...

«WHb-3p...?! TloxkanyiicTa, 3amonyu! Ha3eiBaTh MEHS Tak ceiyac — 3HAUYUT OKOHYATEJIbHO BCE
WCIIOPTUTH!» ITOT IPUAYPOK [aXKe He MBITaJICT HUYero 00bsSICHUTS!

4 mouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK SIpOCTh BCKUNAeT BO MHe. [leiicTBue «[IuioNny oecaT ThHICSY CTpacTei» ObLIO0
y2Ke HeBO3MOXKHO IIOaBIATh... f TAXKeno 3anbimant. [Toxoxe, moka OHU OyOyT BEISCHATH OTHOIIEHUS,
s IPOCTO OTHaM KOHIEL. Mos Ayllla BEUIETUT U3 Tejla U KaKUM-TO Yy[IOM BEPHETCS B OBAAIATh IIE€PBHII
BEK, I'Jle B CBUMETENIbCTBE O CMEPTU HANUIIyT: « CKOHYAJICS OT UCTOILIEHUS CUJI, BEI3BAHHOIO
HEBBIHOCUMBIM KapOoM IIOXOTH>.

l'ocmogu, kakas Henemnas cMepTh! 4 3aKaTun riasa.

— Hub... Yto ¢ To6oi? He myrait MeHs... YTo mpoucxogut?! — mocmenHon ¢pasy LI3uxky BEIKPUKHY T
yXke B cTopony IOituu My. Bcé-Taku OH BOJTHOBAJICS 3a MeHs 60Jiblile, 4eM 3a CBOIO MECTb.

4 pa3oMKHYI I'yObl, HO MHE OBIJIO CIIUIITKOM CTHITHO OOBSICHATH NpaBAy. M B 3TOT MOMEHT CO CTOPOHBI
BXOZla CHOBA IIOCJIBIIIATIOCh PKaHue X9HIl3as U 4el-TO CIIOKOMHBIN, TATYYUU I'0JI0C:

— IIpomwy npoiesus. Mory nu s, IpelIHbli, IIOIIPOCUTD V X035€B KpOBa Ha OfHY HOYb?

B npoéMe noka3anack TEMHas purypa. Y HeaHakoMIila ObIsI0 oOpoe, IPUSITHOE JIUI0 — He
OCJIETIUTEJIbHBINM KpacaBell, HO B HEM 4yBCTBOBaiach ocobasi mopofa. [[IMHHbIE TOMHEIE TJ1a3a C
IPUIITYPOM CTPAHHO KOHTPACTUPOBAJH C ero 6maroobpa3HbeiM 06JIMKOM, ITpUaBas eMy HEYJIOBUMOe



U3SIIEeCTBO.

I MvHHLIN Y€PHBIN MTaI ObUT HeOpexkHOo HaOpOoIeH Ha JIeBoe IIJIe40, HallOMUHAs Hapsif
671aropoIHOTO IPUHIIA U3 3aMOPCKUX POMaHOB. [TOPTUIO KapTUHY JIMIIL CTPAHHOE CYIIECTBO,
1oxoxkee Ha 00e3bsIHKY, TPUMOCTHBIIEECS HA €T0 IIpaBoM Ijiede. Brirnsmeno aTo KpaliHe Hemerno. [la
M caMa Ipoch0a B TaKO¥ MOMEHT 3By4asia JUKO.

OH Ka3zaJcs CyIIeCTBOM K3 OPYroro Mupa — «He OT MUpa cero». Beb Mano KTo B 37paBoM yMe
PEeInTCS IPOCUTHCS Ha HOYJIET K JIIOJSIM, KOTOPHIE C TIEPBOT0 B3TJIsAIa BHIIISAAAT Kak OaHma
Pa300MHUKOB B pa3rap KPOBABOM APaMHI.

— 0-0-0... — 5 U3[AaJ OOJITAM, MyUYUTENbHBEIM CTOH. TONBKO He 3T0! EC/M Tak MOMAET U [Jallbllle,
mericTBre adppogu3raka MeHS IMPOCTO JOOLET!

— Ox... KaxeTcs, BaM... — «IIpUHI]», 3aMeTUB MOE COCTOSIHUE, CHeNall IIar BIePEN, HO ero IyTh
nperpanun FOiuu My, BHE3alHO IpUMepUBLINH Ha ce0s1 poJib IUX0ro pa3boiHuKa.

— Ioiipém-noiém, momobyeMcs neri3axaMmu cHapyku! — K04y o4TH CUION MOTALIU TOCTS K
BBHIXO[IY.

— IlocTouTe, g Ke TOJIBKO YTO OTTyHa... BU 3TOM HOUYBIO COBCEM He papnyerT... [lorogure, ToMy
IOHOIIIE TIJI0X0, S MOT OBl... — HECBI3HEIE IPOTECTHl O€OHATH 3aTUXJIM, KOTTIa er0 BEITOJIKAIH 3a
nBepb. CHapykKU OOHECCA S3BUTENbHEIM ronoc iuu My:

— Vromonucs yxe. Te gBoe BHyTpH ceiidac OymyT O4eHb 3aHATH], TaK YTO He B3AyMal UM MellaTh!

Cmex u l'IpI/Il"_TIYI_T_IéHHBIe BO3pPazXKeHus PaCTBOPUIINCE B HOYHOM THIIIKHE. B XpaMe BOIlapHuiaCh
THeTyllasa aTMOC(bepa, IIPOIIUTAaHHAA 3allaXOM KPOBU U HEJIOBKOCTH.

— WHb... — JTon L[puxu, yOeIUBIINCE, YTO TUITHUE YIUIH, METHKOM B3TJISIHYJI HA OBa TPyIa Ha MOJy.
— 39710 4T0... CepeOpsiHbIN IeMOH?!

— 4... oH oTpaBui MeH4... «[IUI0a gecaTu TeICAY cTpacTemn»... FOiiyu My criac MeHs, HO...
JIeKapCTBa HeT... — S IPU3HABAJICS IIPEPHIBUCTO, HE B CUJIAX CIePXkKaTh MOPEIBOB. £ caM HEBOIBHO
TSHYJICS Ty0aMU K ero Koxke.

— WHb... — Jltor LIpuxku [oaro Mosadas, a 3aTeM B3[OXHYJI U OTBETUIT Ha MOM noueny. OH HEXKHO
IIOTJIaguJI MeHs II0 BojlocaM. — {1 He iyMaJl, 4YTO BCE CIIYYUTCS UMEHHO Tak... He X0Ten moabp30BaThCA
TBOEH 0eCIIOMOIIHOCTEIO.

— YenoBek Ipeprnomnaraer... a bor pacmnosnaraer... — s OKOHYaTeIbHO Paccinabucs B ero pyKax.
3almTa, KOTOPYIO 51 BEICTPAuBal, PyXHYyJla B TOT MUT, KOT{la OH IOsiBUICA. HeyToneéHHas xkaxna
BCITBIXHYJIA C HOBOM cujioii. Ero macku nuis T1y6:Ke BCKPBIBAIM IeMCTBUE Sifa, TpeBpaliasi MLTKY B



0J1a2KeHCTBO.

— WIHB... IPOCTH, YTO TaK... — IPOLIEIITAN OH.

¢l U TOBOJILHO YIIBIOHYIICS. PAcCyooK MOKUHYI MEHS, HO IIPUIIITI0O OCO3HAHKE: eCJIH 9TO
npoucxomguT ¢ JIo# LI3uxku, To MHE COBCeM He 00UTHO OHITh «I0OeKOEHHKIM». Takue Bellu BCE-TaKu
HY2KHO J[eJIaTh TOJIKO C TEMH, KOT'0 JIIO0OHIIIb...

2Kpebuit 6pores. MHTepecHo, KaK¥e BOJIHEI TOTHUMET 3TOT IMOCTYIIOK B OymyieM?

BrmpoueM... ceityac 5TO He BaXKHO.
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