ToT, KTO KOTIa-TO KJISIJICS 3alUINaTh KaXKOyio MSIb eT0 3eMJIM, BEPHYJICS B 00JIMKE KECTOKOT0
IIPaBUTENIT BapBapOB, BOCCTABIIETO IIPOTUB COOCTBEHHOM poxnuHbl. Cepate Bait YxkyHbe 00paTHIOCh
B IIelleJI; OH He 3HaJl, KaK CMOTPEThH B I'Jla3a 3TOMY OeCIouagHOMy pU3paKy U3 IPOIIIOTo.

Bait Yxynbe HeHaBUmen My HAHBYSHSA 3a JT0Kb U CKPHITHOCTD, IPOKJIMHAA T€ JeCATh JIeT, 4YTO OH
IIPOBEJT B TOCKE, BIISAABIBASIChH B XOJIOOHBIM AUCK JTYHBL.

OH u He TIOJI03PEBaJI, Yepe3 YTO IIPUIIOCH TPOUTH HIHbYSHIO, YTOOH BHEOPUTHLCS B Jarepb
BapBapoB. M30ueHus1, MBITKYU, O€CKOHEYHAs KECTOKOCTh IUKapel — BCE 3TO Pa3UTEIbHO OTINYAIOCh
OT JTbCTUBBIX PeYell IPUABOPHALIX B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [IBOPIIE.

K cuactbio, My HIHBYSHD POIUIICS B CEMbE MTOTKOBOMIEB U HEe OB NU3HEXKEHHBIM CHIHOM BBICOKOT'O
yyHa. Ha mpamel, TOKpHIBaBIINE TEJIO, M Ha CeppiedHyio 00JIb OH B3UPaJl C XOJIOMHBIM IIPE3PEHUEM.

OmepakaB Ty nepBy0 nmobeny, My HsiHbu9HBL He BepHYJCS oMo, CKPEIB CBOe MMSI, OH IOl BUIOM
OexxeHIla IeCIThb JIeT TepIesl YHUKEHUS B JUKUX 3eMJistx. OH 3aKassii TeJlo U JyX, CTAHOBSIChH IIPaBoOM
PYKO¥M BOXK[IST BAPBAapOB ¥ IIOKOPSISI COCEMHNE MeJIKKe IIapCTBa.

BpewMs nmeTeno, yTekast CKBO3b ITaNbIlEl, KaK BOa. BEITh MOXKET, OH CITUIIKOM [OJITO IIPOGHIT Cpeu
IUKapel, HO BO B3TJIOE eT0 [IOCENIIach HeOrBaias npexae cBUpenocTs. OH CTal XOJIOOHBIM, KakK
nen, yOuBaJl He MOPTHYB U TJIa30M U HABHO PACTePSiI Ty YUCTOTY, YTO ObIIa IIPUCYIIA eMY B IOHOCTH.

HeusMeHHBIM 0CTaBaJIOCh NTUIIb ONHO — 06pa3 A-E, 6epekKHO XpaHUMEBIN B caMoii TIyOuHe TyIIH.

My HsiHbU9HBb HUKOTA He 3a0ymeT, Kak B BOCEMB JIET OTEIl 0 KPOBU MCXJIECTAJT eT0 IIJIEThIO 3a
IIPOCTYTIOK. TOTrma MOPOCHIT MEJIKUH MOKMOb, U MaJIeHbKUU MaJIbYUK B OEJIRIX OfeKIax BHe3aIlHO
BBIHBIPHYJT U3-3a YaHa C Bomoi. C HEBUHHEIM BHUIOM OH IIPOTSHYJ €My HECKOJIbKO UCIIaYKaHHHIX B
rps3u 6enbix MaHTOy. Ero 671eqHOE MMYKUKO Ka3alioCh COBCEM ITPO3PAYHBIM.

— Emp! — npukasar oH.

Marnenbkuii HIHBY9HD, TOJIOHABIINE HECKOIBKO OHEH, BEIXBATHII €y U IPHHSIICS XKATHO MOTJIONIATh
eé.

— Pa3 cven Mo nemnemky, Tpu3HaBall MeHs CBOMM rocrnoguHoM, — Us XKyixs, nogpaxas geTCKOMY
T0JIOCY, BHICOKOMEPHO B3[EPHYJ I0A00POIOK.

1I3sHb JIMHb OTBETUII €My HAaUBHLIM, PACTEPSIHHBIM TOHOM:
— TrI KTO?

— d — lecTou IpUHL.



— Illecroit npunI? ToT, 4To 13 X0IOMHOTO ABOpLa?

OmnanbHBEIN HACJIeIHUK, POXKIEHHBIN B 3a0POIIEHHEIX IajlaTax.

Copmbl CMeHSIIU OPYT OPYTa, ¥ OBOE HeTel, pa30pOoCaHHABIX 110 Pa3HEIM KpasiM TOPU30HTa, POCIIH,
CJIOBHO fMKas TpaBa. [loKa He BCIBIXHYJIO IIJTaMs BOWHBL M UMIIepus He pyxHyja. KOHolla
IIPEBPATUIICI B CBUPEIOr0 TUTPa, 3aTAUBIIEr0Cs B Iemepe, a baii YXXKyHbe CTal BOJIKOM B OBEUbEU
IIKype, TUIIb TPUTBOPSIOUIUMCS JIETKOU JOOBIUel.

— TwI TOBOPHUIT MHE, YTO HEeHABUIUIIE Oe3ayine uMnepaTopa 13nHa, HeHaBUOUIITH IPOUCX0KICHIE
CBOEM MaTepH U XOJIOOHEIEe B3TJISIABEI BCETo MUpa. ThHI KIISJICS, YTO I — €QUHCTBEHHBIH, KOTO THI
JIIOOUIIL Ha 3TOM CBETe.

My Hsaubp4usHb TIPUIIBHYII K LI€€ IIJIEHHUKaA, o0xuras eé TOPAYNUM JbIXaHHUEM:

— W BOT 51 3mech. 91 BepHYIICS, CTaB KOPOJIeM BapBapoB. f CTOI0 MpsSMO mepex To0oi, a TH faxke He
JKeJlaelllb Ha MeHS B3TJIAHYTh?

LI3sus JIueb cXKan cueHapui. ETo roioc, X0JIOMHBIM [0 MO3ra KOCTe, Telleph NIpUHAaJIexkall TOJIbKO
My HsaubusHIO:

— A-E, Heyxenu Tebe He HPABUTCS TO, YTO S chesian papu 1e6sa? 9 yous Bcex, KTO IPUUYKHSAT Tebe
6onb. CTout Tebe TONBKO CII0BO CKa3aTh, U g IPUKaXy II0BECUTh I'0JIOBY 3TOT0 CTaporo Xpeda Ha
TOPOLCKUX BOPOTax Ha IOTEXy BCEMY MUDY.

— 41 3Har0, 3TH OecsATh NeT ObIH [ TeOs HecmagkuMu. Ho ¢ 3aBTpaIiHero mJHS TH CTaHeIb
MMIIePaTOPOM Bcero rocymapcTia L3un. {1 6yny 3aluimaTh 3TH TOPhL U PeKU I Te0s, U HUKTO
Oonbire He mocMeeT TeOst 00umeTh. A-E, Hy ynslOHUCE Ke! [IecsTh JeT... 1 CX0mu mo Tebe ¢ yMma Bce
9TH [EeCATh JIeT!

B ronoce LI3siHb JIMHS CIIBIIIANIOCH MTyTaolee 6e3yMue.

Cnymas 9ty pennuky, 4s 2Kyrxs Ha MTHOBEHHUE IIOTEPSJI CBA3b C pealbHOCTEI0. ['onoc Li3gHb JIuusg
OBLT HACTOIBKO YOEOUTENIEeH, YTO CTAlI0 TPYOHO IOHSTh: CTOUT U PSAoM ¢ HUM Cu-Bu LI3sub JIuHb
WJIA TOT CaMbIi HEeBBIHOCUMBIM My HSIHBbY9HB U3 CIleHapHUS.

JIulllb KOra OH HEBOJIBHO MOMHSJI B3T/IAO Ha IMIapTHEPa, HaBaXOeHNEe PAaCCesAJIOCh.

— Iaxe 6e3 Te6s1, My HaHbY3HB, 5 OBl paHO KJIU ITO3HO B30LIEN Ha TPOH L[3MH, — Me[yIeHHO
TPOM3HEC OH, MpuHUMas 3ctadeTy. — BCE, 4TO 51 meman, Beo K 3TOMy pe3yibTaTy. Y MHe He HYXKHBI
IJIS 9TOT0 XXU3HU CTOJIbKUX HEeBUHHBIX JIIONEH.



On Iepesel OyX, BOIIJIOIIasa B cebe BCIO CKOp6b ITaBHOIETO HaCJIeAHUKA:

— TBou MeTOmBI KEeCTOKHU U MOAJIbL. Thl Gorbiie He Mot A-UsHb. My HsiHbU9HB, 51 OyAYy CYUTATh, YTO
TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO S 3HaJll, TaBHO MEPTB. A Tkl — JHUIIb MATEKHUK, 3aXBaTUBIINHN MOIO 3EMITIO U
BBIpE3aloIIuil Mol Hapof. BMecTo Toro 4TOOH OCTaBIATL MEHS B JKUBLIX pPafiyd YHUKEHUN, TydIle
ybelt MmeHs ceryac! Tak OygeT munocepaHee!

— Yours Tebs? — LI3sHb JIUHb eiBa He 3acKpuines 3ydamMu. — BepHEBIN KIIMHOK He pa3uT CBOETO
rocrnoguHa. 7 obelran OBITH MEYUOM B TBOMX PyKax [0 KOHIa mHeW cBoux. Kak s MOTYy HapyIIUTh
KIIATBY?

OH npuiypuscs, 6yKBaJbHO BHIIIJIEBEIBAS KaXI0€ CIIOBO:

— A THI? 3a Te rogrl, 4YTO MeHs He ObIJI0, pa3Be TH CaM He HCII0JIb30BaJl CaMble THYCHbIE CPEICTBa,
YyTOOB TPOOUTHCSA K TUTYJTy HACJIeIHOTO IIPUHLIA?

— IlepBhIli TpUHI] OTpaBieH, BTopoit — cocnad Ha rpanuiibl. OcTanbHbEle THOIM OOUH 3@ APYTHUM: KTO
— B COOCTBEHHOM IOCTENH, KTO — OT Imo30pa. [laxke cegbMol OpaT, OBIBIINIL €Ille B KOILIOeNH, He
mepexkun 3uMy. Heyxkemu Th CKaxXelllb, YTO TBOU PYKHU YHUCTHI? B KOHEYHOM CYE€Te, MBI — JIUIIE ABE
OIMHAKOBO XKaJKue TBapu!

«OHY NIOJIYYUIN 110 3aCIyraM».

Bait UxyHbe 6€3MOJIBHO ITOBTOPUII 9Ty MHIC/b. 2KECTOKOCTh BHYTPH HETO PaclBesia Mol IPafioM
yOapoB ¥ YHUKEHUU IIPOLIJIOTO.

«XJIBICTB ! »

«Hu4uTOXECTBO».

«Takou xe 66C1’IOJ’[€3HBII:I, KaK TBOA MaTkb. BYI[L TEI ITPOKJIAT, OTPOORE...»

— B uMmepaTopckoi ceMbe He OrBaeT XKu3Hu 6e3 O00pLOLL. f1 THIE ean To, YTO caesan Ovl 00k
Ha MoeM MecTe, — nuno bait YxkyHbe mofepHyIoch nHeeM. — UTo KacaeTcsi cembMoro Oparta, OH ObLI
cnab OT POXKOEHUST U He BEIHEC XOJIOMOB. f1 He IPUKIIaAkBajl K 3TOMY PYKY.

— Kaxkoe 6maropoactso... Kak 10BKO T 00esisernb ceos.

My Hsaubp4sHb ofascs Biepen, rpy0o IpocyHyB Ooblion nasnel B poT bait YXyHbe, 0cBOOOXK DA
ero UCKyCaHHYI0 [0 KpoBH I'y0y. Us XKyiixa 3aKycuil nauel napTHepa, UMUTHDPYS IPUTTTyIIeHHBIE
3BYKU GOpPLOHL.



My HgaabY3HE HE OTCTyHasl:

— MHe nneBaTh Ha 00pb0y 3a TPOH U Ha KOPOHEI! Y MeHs ¢ camMoro Havasla Obljia TUIIb OfHA IeIb —
3alUTUTE Tebs!

[Taneusl Ys XKyiixs aporaynu. B crnenymoiyo ceKyHay ronoc Li3sHb JIMHS, HeXKHBIM, CJIOBHO YHUCTasd
POIHMKOBAs BOAA, BHOBL 3a3ByYall B TUIIUHE:

— Tut Bempb 3Haen b, A-E. Kakum ObI KOBAPHBIM ¥ ODUHOKKM SI HY CTaJI, BCE 9TO OBIJIO JIUINb paau Tebs
OJTHOTO.

— Tot He eHHUK. C 3aBTpAIHEro OHS THl — UMIIEPaTOP rocynapcTsa LI3uH, mepen KOTOPEIM
CKJIOHSTCS THICSYHX. A 1 HaBeKUM 0CTaHyCh TBOMM BEPHBIM CITyroi. OOuH 4esioBeK Hafl MHOM, 1
HHUKAKOM TeHU MU3MEHHI B Ccepplie.

BCTYHI/IJ'IEI IIPOH3UTENIbHAaA MY3bIKa — IIJIa4 (l)HeIZTbI Cs0 U II3H CIIJIEJIUCh B €IUHYI0O MEJIOOHUIO,
Iog4dyepkKuBas Tparu3M MOMEHTaA.

— f B Tyarner.

Ys XKyiixa, He TOBOPS OOJIbIIE HU CI0Ba, COPBa ¢ ce0s HayIIHUKYU U IIOCIIEIIHO BhIIIEN, CKPhIBAsCh
3a OBEPBIO.

CTymus, B KOTOPOH TOJIBKO 4TO OBITIO JBOE, MTHOBEHHO ommycTesa. 1I3sHb JINHL MeJIeHHO CHSII
TapHUTYPY, TIsAA4 Beaen yinenmnemy. ETo B3risg ObUT TEMHBIM U 00KUTAIOLTUM.

OH 3aMeTHJI 3TO ellle B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa Ys XKyiixa BcTas: KpacHble 000OKKU BOKPYT I'Jla3, KOTOPHIE
TOT IIBITAJICSI CKPHITh, ¥ €[jBa YJIOBUMYIO JPOXKb B I'0JIOCE.

L3sHb JIuHBL TMIPUITYPHUITICA U TYT 2Ke IIOCIIeOBaJl 3a HUM.

Y pakoBuHE Y5 Kyiix3 CyIOpPOKHO IIJIECKaJl B JIMI0 XOJIONHYIO BOLY. BOIOCE HaMOKIIH, PYyKU
JeqSHBIMY [TaJIbIlaMU BUEIWINCE B (hasiHC, HO KPaCHOTA I'J1a3 He IIPOXONUIa.

B Kako#i-To MOMEHT OH He BBEITEP2KAII. Bexnun IIPpO3By4Yal B ITYCTOM IIOMEINEHNH I'YJIKO U CUPOTIINBO.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMS OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3@ CIIMHOU KTO-TO CTOUT. LI3s1Hb JIMHB, BLICOKUY U
CIIOKOMHBIM, Habmogas 3a HUM yKe T0BOJIbHO [OJITO.

— [loxoxe, Tebe He TaK-TO IIpoCTO BBIMTH U3 POJIX, KdK THI IIEITAEIBCSA ITI0OKA3dTh, — B3OO0XHYIJI OH.



— O ueM THI BoOOLIE... — 2KylX3 IOOHSJ FOJIOBY, IPOCTHO CBEPKHYB rilazaMu. — VIHOCTpaHel]
yepros! [TpoBanuBait! Youpatics orciona!

HeyXenu He BUOHO, YTO OH IIJIQ4YeT?

LI3siHb JINHBD Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeD, a 3aTeM MATKO ycMexHyscs. OH moporien 61uxe U, CIIOBHO
ycrokauBas pebeHka, KOCHYycs mineda Ys 2Kyiixa:

— JlagHo Tebe. He paccTpauBaiics Tak.

— 39T0 Moe feno, Te0st He KacaeTcs... — OT 9TOr0 MITKOro, TIy6oKoro rojoca 2Ky#xa ctao ele
HEBBIHOCHMEE.

LI3siHb JIuHb mofKa ry0wl, coepXKuBas yIROKY, HO COXpaHsIs IXKEHTIbMEHCKYIO CEPhE3HOCTh:

— Opmonxuts Tebe mueuo?

2Kyiixs, He CKpBEIBasi MOKPACHEBILIUX T'1a3, OTTOJIKHYII €T0:

— Eme yero? He HyKHO MHe HUYETO.

L13s1Hb JIMHB TPYCTHO YIBIOHYIICS:

— 4 oTBe3y Tebs HOMOIA.

Ys XKyixs 3amep. B ronose mpoHecauch 00pa3bl JOMAIITHUX: YOTIOPHEIE, MaBSIIKe JIUIla, UX
«MHJIOCEPOHEIE», HO Ha [eJle yOyIIakoliue PeYu.

OH Kay4HyJ IOJI0BOU:

— {1 He moeny mOMOH.

3aMeTuB IepeMeHny B €ro JIuie, H3HHB JIMHBL MSTKO JIOGaBI/IJ'[:

— Vxe TemHueeT. Tebe HyKHO T'ie-TO ITePeXaTh.

— Kyna yrogHo, TOJIBKO HE IOMOM, — YIPSIMO TOBTOPUI 2Kyixa.

— Ecnu gupekTop Ys He moOpe3ryer... MOXKeT, IIepeHoYYyelllb y MeHs?



— V T1eb4?

Kylixs pe3K0 BCKUHYJI Io10BYy. LI3gHb JIMHb CMOTpEI Ha HEro BHUMAaTEJIbHO.

910 OBLIIO CTpaHHOE, HEOOBICHUMOE YYBCTRO.

— He ctout, — oH BrITamum TenedoH, HaMepeBasich HabpaTh 3HAKOMBIN HOMED, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT
anmnapar 3aBUOPUPOBAJI caM — BXOMOSAIINM OT JIgH fAHs.

— Ao, IIIurs?

— XKyuxa? Twl rge ceitgac? — rosnoc JIgH dHs 3Bydas BCTPEBOXKEHHO. BhIIO CIIBIIIHO, YTO OH 3a
py7nieMm, Ha (HoHEe JOHOCHUJICS IIyM IIPOOKM U pe3Kue T'YOKM KJlaKCOHa. — [la moefeTe Bbl CETONHS UIIN
HeT?! — PABKHYJI OH KOMY-TO CHAPYXKH.

— Yro cnygunocs, lura? — Haxmypuncs Kyuxa.

— Te1, manerr! ITouemMy He JOJIOKUIT, YTO TeOS BUepa 3a IIKUPKY HOMOM MpHUTAIuIn? TBOM men y3Ha,
YTO TH CHOBa cOexKaJ, ¥ yxKe oTipaBu iioned B Ctyguio Co3maHus MeuTHl.

Ys XKyiixs HEBOIBHO CXKaJl KyJIaKy, T Ha ce0s B 3epKaso. OH 3HaJI, YTO 3TO CIIYYUTCS, HO He
IyMaJl, 9YTO TaK CKOPO.

— Ckaxu, rae TH? { ceituac 3abepy Te0s1. [lepecugunis mapy gHei y MeHs.

— 4 B ctynuu, — Kyiixa nomennui. — IIurs, moe3xau foMou. He BIyTEIBalCs B 3TO.

— Yto0?

He moxmpasimuch oTBeTa, 2Kyix3 cOPOCHUIT BHI30B.

Ecnu xpath JIsiH fHd, moMalHue ycmeloT 3abpaTh ero npsiMo 3peck. Ha ria3ax y Bcex. 9To OymeT
Takou mo3op, uTo Ys XKyiixs Oosbille He CMOXKET IOAHSTH FOJIOBEL. K TOMY ke OH U Tak yXKe
nopncrasun Cso [lyHa, HEIb3sd BTATUBATH ellle U HaCTaBHUKA.

On IIPpUBAJIKJICA K XOJIOMHOU IIJIUTKE U YCTaJl0 3aKPHIJ I'lla34d.

— 4 nepepymant.

— M-m?



— Tocnopus L3sHb, 3a6epute MeHs K cebe, — OH CHesan nay3y u gobaBuii: — XoTs OB HA OOHY
HOYb.

113516 JIMHB UMb YNIBIOHYJICS B OTBET, HUYETO He TOBOPSI.

Cmepkanock. Cepo-rony6oe He60 OKOHUATENILHO 3aTSIHYJIO T'YCTHIMU YepPHUIaMU. JINCThS Ha
[IePEBbSIX TPEBOXKHO LIEJIECTENIH, BETEP CBUCTEJ 3a OKHAMU aBTOMOOUJIS, IIBEIPSS MBLIb B JIULIO
CITy4alHBIM IIPOX0XKHM.

[TopHuManachk Oyps.

LI3sub JIMHL METBKOM B3TJISTHYJI B 3€pKajio 3agHEr0 BUA Ha TO, KakK 2Kyixa TpeT Iriia3a, U OOHUM
IBUKEeHNEM 3aKPhUI BCe OKHa. B calloHe MTHOBEHHO CTaJjIo VIOTHEe.

— Ceiiuac ce3oH mpoctyn, XKyiixa, 6eperu cebsi. He xBaTalt CKBO3HSIKOB, — 3a00T/IMBO ITPOU3HEC OH.

— HasrniBaiiTe MeHS «gupekTop Ya», — XKyiixs ympsamo B3epHYI M0og00pPOoIoK.

Huxkaxkoro «2Ky#xa». OHU 4TO, cTaphle Apy3bs? HyxkHo co6I0faTh OUCTAHIUIO.

1135165 JINHD [IJTAaBHO IIOBEPHYII PYJIb, CKPEIBAs T€Hb yIILIOKU:

— 3Haelb, g OB IpPeAnoYes, YTo0b BMECTO OpUIMaTbHOT0 00pallleHNs Thl Ha3biBal MEeHS 110 UMEHHU.
Taxk st 6yny 4yBCTBOBATh Ce€0s UYTh MEHEE UYKUM.

XKyiixs 3akaTun rnasa. Kak 6yoTo OHU He YyXKue.

— HupekTtop Ys.

Ton LI3gHb JIMHS BHe3amHO CTall CEpPbe3HBIM, 0T4Yero y 2Kyiixs eKHyo cepaile. OH CHOBa ITOCMOTpPeNn
Ha Hero.

— Ia?

— Moxelb TPOU3HECTH MO€e UMS?

Ys XKyiixs oTBen B3rIAM. B gylle mogHAIach Kakas-TO CTpaHHAas BOJIHA, HO JIMI[0 OCTAJIOCh
0ecCTpaCTHBIM.

— 1I3aHb JIuHE.
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