Yk0y MaHb yKe JOCTUT TMKa HadaabHOU cTaguu OuniieHus Ly u modTu nepemesn Ha CpefHIon.
ITox pykoBoncTtBoM MH ®311yu OH yCepOHO TPEHUPOBAJICS KaXa0e YTPO U Bedep, Tak 4YTO B €r0 Telle
HAKOIIUJIOCh HeMaJlo AYXOBHOM 3Hepruu. UMeHHo noatomy Mu ®aiiuu He Gpocusics ero cracaTh B Ty
e CeKyHfy, Kak Yxkoy MaHns cxBatunu. OOGbIYHEIE CMEPTHBIE ObIIM €My He POBeHb: eclid OBl YKoy
Manb 3ax0Tes yUTH, ero ObI HUKTO He yiepxXKall.

B aToM ¥ 3aKJ1104asioch OOHO U3 TJIaBHBEIX IPEUMYIECTB KyJIbTUuBauuu. CUOs B TOU AYLIHOU TEMHOU
KaMoOpKe, Ykoy MaHb BCIOMHUJI BpeMeHa, Korfa oH Obl1 6eCIIOMOIIeH U CKOBaH CTPaXOM, U CEepAlle
€ro HaIlOJTHUIOCh 0/1aroJapHOCThI0. ITa YBEPEHHOCTH MpHullyia K Hemy 6rmarogaps Uu ®asiiun —
TIOSIBJIEHHME 9TOT0 YeJloBeKa u3MeHuso Bcé. [llaras mo TeMHOM ropHOM Tporie, YKoy MaHb HEBOILHO
yneI0acs.

HHTepecHO, 4eM ceryac 3aHAT ero «MaJeHbKUI 3BepPEK»? 3HAET JIU OH, YTO TOT yKe B IIyTH?
YyBCTBYET 1M, KaK OBICTPO OH MUMUTCS [IOMOM?

— Yxkoy... Ykoy MaHb? — IOCTIHIIIAJICS B TUIIHNHE JIeca MOYTH BCXJIUI — THXUHN, TPU3PAYHKIN T'0JI0C,
KOTOPHIN JIETKO MOXKHO OBIJIO IPUHSATE 3a UTPY BOOOPaKEHHUS.

Yxoy MaHb 3amep, He CMes [I0BEPUTH CBOUM YIIIaM.

— Oo11...

OH He yCIes JOTOBOPUTH «4H», KaK HEYTO CTPEMUTEIbHOE BPe3aoch eMy B IPyAb. ITO TEIIo ObLIO
no 6051 3HAKOMBIM, U OBIXaHWE — TOXKe. MATKUM, ApoXKaliui KOMOYeK IIpPUXKaJjcs K HEMY Tak
KPETIKO, CJIOBHO cepatle Yxkoy MaHs OT ©30bITKA YYBCTB BHIIPHITHYJIO HapykKy. OH UHCTUHKTUBHO
OOHSIJI €ro, MBITAsICh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CJI0BA 3aCTPSIIU B TOPJIE.

3a JBe XKHU3HMU... HEYyXeJIn 3a BCE 3TO BpeM4 HallleJICA KTO-TO, KTO TdK OTHAaAHHO XKOaJl €Tro
BOBBp&H.IeHI/IH? Hoquy cepaue ObeTCs TaK HEMCTOBO U Term1o? Kasanock, OH caM BOT-BOT pacCTaer.

— 4 moYyyBCTBOBaJI, YTO Ta/JIMCMaH IIeBenbHYICS, — VH ®3iiun CymopoKHO 00XBaTHUI €TI0 3a TaJIHIO,
YTKHYBIIUCH JTUI[OM B I'PYb.

OH npuxarscs nuLoM K miedy YKoy MaHs, U IIpexXae 4eM OH 3arOBOPUJI, CJIe3bl YKe IIPOIUTAIIN
TOHKYIO OCEHHIOI0 OfIeXKYy.

— 4 3Has... 3HaJ, YTO 3TO THI... YTO THI BEPHYVYIICA...

BriepBble B XXM3HU OH OIIYTUJ 3TOT U3BOAAIIUY CTpaX. Korga-To gaBHo, Koraa TalluH-113k1
OTIIpaBuUJICA Ha OuTBY ¢ Mupom [leMoHOB, MH ®3iiun OB CIUIIKOM Majl. OH ¥ IIOMBICIUTEL HE MOT,
YTO €ro BeIMKUH U MOTY4YUM YYUTENIb MOKET He BEPHYTHCS, He OCTaBUB Iociie cels maxe Tena. To
OblTa ero mepsas moteps. Torga u3-3a MasibiX JIeT, ¥3-3a BHE3AMHOCTH U MOCIeIOBABLINX 3a 9TUM
My4YeHHU OH He CMOT ITPOYyBCTBOBATH BCE MO KOHIIA. Ta 60b Oblyla PE3KOi, KaK yaap KIUHKA, U



3aCTaBHJIa €TI0 MTHOBEHHO ITIOB3POCJIETE B CBOEM HEBEIEHHUH. On OyMaJl, 94TO 3a AO0Jirue rogel IMyTHu
00JIbIIIe HHUKOI'Md HE UCIIBITAeT 1'[0}106H01"0 OT4H9asdHUSA, B€Ib Y HET'O He OCTAaJIOCh Te€X, O KOM CTOHIIO OBl
3aboTuthesi. OH CMHUDPHUJICA C TEM, YTO B 3TOM MHPE €My HUYETO HE IIPUHAOJIEZKHUT.

Y kak pa3 Torga, Korga OH IIOYTH IIOKOPUJICS Ccynb0e, mosiBuics Yxkoy MaHsb.

Henb3s ObIJI0 CKa3aTh, YeM KMEHHO OH OBIT TaK X0poIll. YKoy MaHb IIPOCTO yBaxXKaJjl ero, BEPUTI MY,
3aIIUINAll ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMs He CTHIIUIICS IMPOCUTh coBeTa. OH — BOJIBHO MJIM HEBOJIBHO — ITOTAKanl
€ero xapakTepy, 103BojsAsl MH ®3iiun MOYyBCTBOBATh, YTO €My BCE COMfIET C PyK. [Jaxe eciu Obl OH
3amyTajcsd B CBOUX TeXHUKAX U IIOTEPSJ yXOBHBIM KOPEHb, HABCETa JIUIIUBIINCE [IIaHCaA CTaTh
He0oXuTeeM, — I0Ka OH OCTaeTcst co0oi, TOT ero He 6pocut. Cam Toro He 3aMedasi, UH Oaiiun
IIPEBPATUIICI U3 CKPHITHOT'O M KOJII0Yero IOAPOCTKa B JeP3KOTr0 MaJIbYHUIIKy, KOTOPHIYA HE 3HAET
nperpaj. Bcé nmydiee, BCE YMCTOe U UCKPEeHHEe, 4TO OBIIO B €r0 HAaType, YKoy MaHb BHIIECTOBA
CBoel 3a00TO1i.

Ins Hero Yxkoy MaHb cTasn He3bI01eMoM, BeuHOM ropoit. H ®3iiyu Bepus1, 4To TOT OYOET CTOSITh
BEYHO, laBasl IPUIOT, 103BOJIsAg 0€33a00THO BaISTHCS B TPaBe IO CEHbIO JEPEBLEB.

OH 3a0blJ1, 4TO B 9TOM MHPEe HET HUYET0 BeYHOro. JIuib moTepst HeusMeHHa. [laxe IToBenuTens
YiaHb, KOTOPHIY, 110 JIET€HOAM, IIPOIIEeN IyTh OT HEMOIITHOTO CMEPTHOT0 M0 60ra, KOrfa-To mMOTepsn
BCE, e[IBa He NMUINUBIINCE OYIIN, ¥ BEPHYJCS, He UMes U KallJId MpexXHel cumbl. YKoy MaHb — BCEro
JIAIIB YeJIOBEK, BCETO JINIIIhL MEYHMK Ha HadanbHOU cTamuu Ouwninenusd [Iu. Kak oH MoXeT OBITh
He3BI0JIeMEIM, CJIOBHO ropa?

Iau TOPEI CO BpEMEHEM o6pa1ua10TC${ B IIPax.

Ho uto Temneps menath? OH yKe HE MOT NIPefCcTaBUTh 9TOT MUp 6e3 Uxkoy MaHs. OH Gosiblile He XOTel
BO3BpAIIATLCA K IIpekHeMy ofuHo4YecTBY. OH X0Ten ObITh C HUM BCETHa, LieNlylo BEYHOCTD, U fake
€CITM ero MAyIla pa3JeTUTCS Ha THICSYM OCKOJIKOB, OH XOTEJI, YTOOH KaXKOBIM U3 HUX MPOOOJIXKAJl
LeNIaThCA 3a Hero. He 3Has1, Kak BEIPa3UTh 3TO, OH JIMIIL IPUKUMAJICSI K HEMY CUIbHEE U LIeTTal
ero ums4.

— Yxoy MaHs... Yxoy MaHsb... Ykxoy MaHs...

— 4 3geck. Bcé xoporo... Bcé 3akoHUMIIOCE... f BepHYycs, He O60ics, s psigoM, — 9Ta 6e33aBeTHas
3aBUCUMOCTh BMUT 00epHYyIack 6ecKkpariHell HeKHOCThIO, 3aTONUB pa3yMm Yxkoy MaHs.

OH He ymepKaJcs: IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U Ty6aMu KOCHYICs BucKa Mu ®aiiun. OH IeI0Bal ero
GepexkHO, MOUTH 6JIarOrOBEHHO, IHITASICh CAMBIM TPOCTHIM — U, BO3MOKHO, CAMBIM IIyTAIOLUINM, HO
[EeMCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM — YCIIOKOUTD APOKAILETO IOHOIIY.

— He 0oiics, g Bcerga Oyny psmoM, — K3-3a IOLENIyeB €0 T'oJI0C 3By4all riyxo, 6ynaTo oH 0osiics
BBIITYCTHUTD JIIOOMMOT0 YejoBeKa u3 00bsATHi. — f He ocTasmio Te0s1. Hukorga 60sibline He T03BOJTIO
Tebe yUTH...



Pa3Be mor oH Teneps OPOCUTH ero ogHOro? B aToT Mur Ykoy MaHb 0CO3HAJ BCE C MPenebHON
sICHOCTBI0. OH He MOT IIOTEPSITh ITOTO YeloBeKa. M MyCcTh OH Mepepoauiics He pafu HETO, IYCThb
MeXIy HUMHU He OBbLJIO TPy3a MIPOIJILIX JOJITOB ¥ BUHEI — UX YyBCTBA ObUIM YuCTHL. OH OCTascs
PSIOM, IIOTOMY YTO B IIEPBHIM K€ MUT HE CMOT OTBEPHYTHCS; OH OBbIJI CHACT/IUB IIPOCTO ITOTOMY, YTO
TOT cymiecTBoBas. OH Bepus eMy, obeperasn ero, Ho 3Ta 3a00Ta Obllla COBCEM HE TOM, UTO OH
MIPOSIBJIAI K OMHOCeIbYaHaM uiau JIu MuHs.

910 OBINI0 HEUTO UHOE... Korfa xoueTcs CIpsiTaTh YeJIoBeKa B CaMOM TEIJIOM YTI'oJIKe CBOETo CEepAlla,
CoTpeBaTh €r0 BCeM CBOUM CYIIIECTBOM U 3alUINATh 4O ITOCIEOHEr0 B3/0Xa.

[ToueMy OH cTas Tak BaxeH? JTO yKe He UMeJlo 3HaueHus. YKoy MaHb IUIIb 4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak
oXupaaHue U pegaHHocTh UH O31un fIealoT ero cYaCTIuBEIM. Ero cessl ¥ TpeBora pe3aiu o
JKMBOMY, a TEIJIO ero Tejla BEI3HIBAJIO TOYTU MYUYUTENIbHOE IIPUBHIKAHHUE.

Yxoy Manb 11ef10Bas1 ero B 100 ¥ BUCKH, U He3aMeTHO [J1 HUX 000UX I0HOIIA [lepecTall IJlakaTh.
[TornomieHHEIY CBOUM 4yBCTBOM, UKoy MaHb He cpaldy 3aMeTus1, uTo H O3iiyu ToxXe 3aMep, a 3aTeM
IIOBEPYUBO MIPUIIOTHSII T'0JIOBY. Er0 MPUKOCHOBEHUS OB CIIMIIKOM JIaCKOBEIMU, CIIUIITIKOM
HyXHBIMU. U Tenepb VH @31y CJI0BHO PEBHOBAJ CBOU I'yOBI K BUCKY — OHU JKaXKJaJld TOTO XKe
TPEIeTHOT0 KaCaHU.

U BoT, B 6€33Be3MHON U 0E3TyHHON HOYH, O[] I'YCTHIMHU TEHSIMHU OEePeBbEB, UX I'yObI HAIIIHA OPYT
Ipyra — XafHo, TOPHEIBUCTO, KaK HEYTO caMo co00it pasyMeroiieecss. CTOUIIO UM COTTPUKOCHYTHCS,
Kak B rojose y Ykoy MaHs 3arymeno; BCI PacCygUTEeIbHOCTh, HAKOIIJIEHHAs 3a [IBe XKU3HU,
paccrinanack B mpax. OH 1eJI0Bajl UCCTYIJIEHHO, TPOHKKas Iy0xkKe, BOUpas B cebs KaK[bli B3MO0X.
OpHOY pyKOU OH NPUAEPKUBAJI JIUIO0 IOHOLIN, APYTOM KPENKO CXKUMaJ ero Tajluio, I03BOJIAS STOMY
MT'HOBEHMIO IIOJIHOCThIO 3aBlIafieTh UMHU.

B nputuxieM necy, KpoMe y4aCTHUBILIET0CS CTyKa Cepfell, CBIIAN0Ch TOIbKO UX IIPEPHIBUCTOE
OBIXaHUEe U BJIaXKHBIM 3BYK IOLENTysl. OTO OJIUJIOCh OOJIr0 — TakK A0jro, 4To Ma ®3iyu nokasasnocs,
OyOTo y HEero KOH4YaeTCsT BO3TyX. A MOXKET, BCE ITPOHECIIOCH B OHO MTHOBEHUE, TIOTOMY YTO 000UM
OBLIIO MaJIo.

3aMeTUB, YTO I0OHOIIA HauyMHAeT 3aAbIXxaThCs, YKoy MaHb HEXOTS OTCTPaHUNICA. BrIgEIXas NpsaMo eMy
B I'y0Obl, OH NIPOILIEINTAT:

— ®oiyn... OBIMIN. ..

— ... 4... — pa3yMm VH ®31iuyy 0KOHYATEIBHO IOMYTUIICS OT HaXJIBIHYBUIUX YyBCTB.

OH moutu 06M4K B pykax Yxkoy MaHsi, m03BoJIsIS TOMY ITOANEPKUBaTh cebs. [Ipouino HeMaso
BPEMEHU, IIpeXJie YeM OH CMOT BBIIaBUTH:

— Yxoy MaHs... nouemy?



— A pasBe HYXHO «moueMy»? — YKoy MaHb, TepENoTHEHHBIA TUXUM BOCTOPTOM, HETPOMKO
paccMesizicst eMy B caMoe yx0. — [IpocTo TH MHE HPaBUIIIbCS.

«HpaBumbcs?» ManeHbKHH a0C, KOTOPOTO C IETCTBa YYUIU OCCTPACTHUIO U OTPEYEHUI0 OT MUPCKUX
IPUBSI3aHHOCTEM, He 3HAJI, YTO 3TO 3a YyBCTBO. HO MHCTMHKTUBHO, €1Ba YCIIHIIIAB 3TH CJIOBA, OH
OLITYTHJI, KaK Ccepflle 3amesno. M oTBeTH, He IEITasCh HUYETO CKPHITh:

— Kaxkoe coBnagenue. Tel MHE TOXKe.

Yxoy MaHb ynmeiOHyCS enle mupe. OH elle pa3 KOPOTKO TIOIeI0Ba IOHOIIY B YTOJIOK T'y0, a 3aTeM
PEe3K0 Pa3BEpHYJICS U OOHUM JIOBKMM OBUKEHNUEM 3akuHyn MH ®aiun cebe Ha CIHUHY.

IepeBbst BOKPYT CITUBAJIKCH B HESICHEIE MISITHA, BOAleKe B3IbIMAUCh MpayHEe TPOMa/E Top, a Hebo
HaJl HUMH OT/IMBAJIO IIBETOM T'Ty0OKOHM CHHEBH. [IprKaBIIKCH K €T0 CIIMHE ¥ YyBCTBYS ero Termno, VH
®3iYy TTONOXKUI TOJIOBY €My Ha IJIedo.

Briyo Tak Temso, 4To JaXke B 9TOM I'yCTOM TEMHOTE eMy BUAEJICS SIPKUU CBET.
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