JIu3a BepHYIach HOMO# CJTIOBHO B TyMaHe. CO3HaHUE MTyTal0Ch, HOTH 3alJIeTAUCh, ¥ OHA e[Ba He
PYXHYJa Ha mopore. JIuis BOBpeMs IOJBEPHYBIIAsICS CTeHa ITOMOTJIa el yoep:KaTh PaBHOBECHE.

Eé oten, Bukac, B 9T0 BpeMsi OBIJT ITOJTHOCTHIO MOTTIOMIEH CBOUM 3aHsATHEM. OH 6epexkHO MPOTUPaI
peqyauInuii OparoleHHbIA KYJIOH, IOICTABIISS €T0 MO CBET JIaMITH ¥ pacCMaTPHUBas IO Pa3HBEIMU
yriamu. Bukac ObIT BEIIQIOMIMMCS 9KCIIEPTOM 110 KaMHSIM. M XOTSI caM OH BCerfa XBacCTaJICsI COBCEM
WHBIMM TaJJaHTAMHU, JOMOYA/IILl JABHO U 3aCJTy?KeHHO BeJInYajyd ero MacTepoM CaMOIIBETOB.

— Yro cny4yunoch, COKpoBuille Moe? — MaTh JIu3sl, Anuca, Obllla KICTUHHOM PyCCKOM OaMOM:
CTaTHOM, MBIKOM ¥ HeoObYalHO XKKBOM. CTOUIIO JOYepHU NePeCTyIUTh IIOPOT, KaK OHa TYT XKe
OTJIOKUJIA [iefla U MOCIeNInsia HaBCTpeuy. — HeyKTo Thl MOB3[OpHUIIa C HAlllMM KpacaBUMKOM
MonmanoM? ITO He Oeso, roporas. [leBylIKa I0MKHa ObITh PACCYIUTENIbHOM U MIATKOM.

— Hert, mama... — JIu3a yTKHyach B Iyie4o AJTUCH, e€ O1ia KpynHas OPOXKb. B yiIax BCE eIé CTosn
JledsTHOM, BKpaguuBhIli ronoc JIoKKa.

— Yro ke Torma? — Anuca Kpemnko oOHsIIa 04k, IIBITAsICh YTEIUTh. — Tebs KTo-T0 00umen? Tombko
CKaXH, MaMOYKa BO BCEM pa30epeTcs.

— Mawma, s BcTpeTtuna Bukropa, — riayxo npo6opMoTana JIu3a, mpsya JUI0 Ha TPyOd MaTepu. «Toro
camoro, X)XyTkKoro Bukropa», — mobaBuia oHa mpo ceosi.

— Ilyctsiku, netka. Ecny 3To He KTO-TO U3 TJIaBHOM BETBU CEMbH, HaM HUYTO HE yTPOXKaeT, —
oTo3Bajics Bukac. OH IOJOMIET K KeHe U fouyepu, 00HUMas 00ernx. — BCIIOMHHU: C Te€X IOP KaK MBI
CMEeHUIM UMeHa U nepebpanuchk B bpuTaHuio, K1U3Hb MoIia B ropy. O60HaETCS U Ha 3TOT pas.

— Her, mana, Bcé He Tak, — JIu3a B3[pPOTHYyIa. — JTO HACJIeMHUK pofia BUKTOD.

— Yto?!

Bukac 3amep. JIuza nocnemnrusna g00aBUTE:

— Ho oH coBceM pe6GEHOK.

— Ox... — Orern 3aMeTHO pacciaabuincs. — M 94To MoXkeT 3HaTh PeOEHOK? PsimoM ¢ HUM OBLIU
B3pocibie? — OH MOgHSIT 0OPOHEHHBIN 0T HEOXKUIAHHOCTHA KaMeHb U MPUHSJICS CHOBA CYHUINATD C
HETO IIbITb. — MBI B 6€30I1aCHOCTH, COKPOBHIIE MOE.

— INama, 3T0 He OOBIYHBIM ManbuuK! — HacTauBana JIuza. — Tkl He IpeACTaBIsgelb, KaKoi yxKac OH
BHymaeT. OH OBl 6e3yNpedHo BeXKJIUB, HO OT 3TOM BEXKJIMBOCTH JIE[THON BeTep ImpoOupas 4o KOCTEH.

— He npeyBennuuBay, — He moBepuia Anuca. — BoT noBugaellb HACTOSAIINX BaXKHBIX IIEPCOH,



TOMMEIIT, YTO TOT MaJIbYHUIIKA — CYyILIas epyH/a.

— Hert, Mmama, mana... OH BoBce He npocT! — JIu3a 3amHynach, mopbupas cioBa. — OH... OH YUeHUK
camoro Bongemoprta!

B KOMHaTe Bollapuiach MEPTBas THUIMMHA. Ha 3TOT pa3 poouTes Iy BOCIPUHSIIA HOBOCTh BCEPBES.
Y4eHHUK TOT0 CaMOT0 YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH, 061afast COKPYIIUTETbHOM MOIIBI0, HEYMOJIMMO BOCXOIUI
Ha MOJIUTUYECKUN OJTMMIT MAaruyeckoro Mupa? B Kpyrax 3HaTH MIENTAlIUCh, YTO OH — UCTUHHBIN
ITPOHOIKATENb UOEH TEMHBIX UCKYCCTB.

Heyxenu ux ceMbe, CTOJIbKO JIET CKPLIBABIIENCS B TEHSX, CYXKAEHO OBITh 3aTIHYTOU B BOOOBOPOT
3TOM OOPHOLI?

— MoxeT, HaM CTOUT CHOBa mepeexaTh? YexaTh U3 bputanuu? — npenmoxuna Anruca. — Mbl MOTTIH
OBl ¥ [aJIbIlle MPSITAThCA...

Bukac moaro Momdaj, KayHYB T'OJIOBOM, a 3aTEM TBEPIO IIPOU3HEC:

— Het. M=l moiiném K BonmeMopTy camu.

Marth 1 D0Yb BCKPUKHYIIX B YHHUCOH:

— Tet ¢ yma comen?!

— BoBce HeT. {1 ObIJT TUYHBIM CEKPETAPEM U BEJI BCe cueTa rocrnoauHa ['puH-me-Banbma. Mos ydyacThb
Obla IpegpelneHa B TOT CaMblii MUT, KOTHa OH Iaji, — BuKac ¢ He3KHOCTBIO KOCHYJICS BOJIOC 2KEHHI,
3aMeTuB, Kak Ta 3aTpemneTana. — He 6Gotica. g Te0s s mIpocTo My, OOBIUHEIN 4eloBeK. f Belb U
BIIPSIMBb COOMPAJICS IMTPOXKHUTD KM3Hb HE3aMETHO — Pa304YapOBAHHKEIM, OECIIOMOIITHEIM, BEYHO
OTJISIIBIBAIOIIMMCS TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— Ho s BcTpertun te6st, Anuca. TBost mo0O0BbL 3acTaBujIa MEHST BOCIIPSHYTh IyXoM, — Bukac rny0oko
B3[OXHYJI, TTISIAS B U3YMJIEHHBIE T71a3a XKeHbl. — [la, 1 BOBCe He TOT MPOCTOX TOPTOBEL, MEUTAIOITUN
0 TUTYJE, 32 KOTOPOTO ce0s BeimaBasl. f 3HaJ, YTO KaK TOJIbKO MOSI TalilHa PacKpOeTcs, s OKaXyCh B
CMepTeNIbHOM omacHOCTH. Ho s XoTe, 9TOOH THI XKUjIa KaK UCTUHHAS JIemy, YTOOH KaXKIkIH TBOK
IOeHb OBIJT HAIIOJIHEH ITOKOEM...

— THI...

— U s 6osincs. [Jo cMepTu 60si7ics 3a Bac, — IIPOJOJIKAJl OH, CIIOBHO IUKTYS 3aBeljaHue. — Mos
KU3Hb — HUYTO, HO MEICJIb O Ballled 0e30IIacHOCTH He JaBajla MHE CIIaTh HOYaMHU...

«Tak BOT I04eMy OH BeYHO GPOIUII 10 IOMY B TEMHOTE», — CO ClIe3aMU Ha I'jla3ax nopyMana Jlusa,



BCIIOMHHNB HOYHEIE IIPOT'YJIKK OTIIA.

— Temeps, Koraa s BEICKA3aJICs, MHe CTaJjlo jerde, — BUKac ¢ TPymoM BeImaBUI yIEIOKY. — Korma s
y#Iy K HEMY, BB IBO€ HOJIKHBEI HEMEIJIEHHO CKPHIThCS. He roBopuTEe MHE, Ky[a HAallpABUTECh, U
HUKOTA He UIIKWTe MeHs. TONbKO TakK Bl OyfeTe B 6€30IIacHOCTH.

— Ho nmouemy?! — B 0TUassHUU BOCKJIMKHYJIa JIu3a.

— [ToToMy 4TO OH 3HaeT: eMy He yCTOATh Neper JlerunuMeHIMel Moero Yuuress, — pasfascs royioc
y HUX 3a CIIUHOM.

910 6511 JIOKK. OH SIBUJICSI HE OJUH, IPETYCMOTPUTEIHHO B3SIB ¢ COO0M iofied, 4TOOH 0Tpe3aTh MyTu
K OTCTyIIeHHI0. UTHOpUPYS HaCTOPOXKEHHHIH B3Tan Bukaca, oH HeOpeKHO IIPOLIET K IUBaHy B
TOCTHHOI, caM Ha/IuJI ce0e BUHA U CHeJal IJIOTOK.

— Bu1 XUBETe Kyfa Nydllle, YeM I'J1aBHas BeTBb pofa Bukrtop. [To kpaliHel Mepe, B POCKOIIH Bl TOJIK
3HaeTe. BuHO gBaplaTUIeTHEN BEIOEPKKU? MHe, KOHEYHO, HE CTOUT MHOT'O IMIUTh — JOETSAM aJIkOT0Jib
BpeeH, — HO TTI0TOYEK 5 chernalo. JIIoOOMBITCTBO, 3HAETE JIM, — 3TO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO.

— Yero TH X04elIb? — Pe3KO CIpocusl Bukac, IpOUrHOPUPOBaB 3aMedaHue 0 BUHe. OH 3aMEeTHO
3aHEepBHUYA.

JIokk BBIJEP2KAJI I1Idy3y, HAaClIaXOasaACh UX CTPAXOM, U JINIIOb 3daTEM MEOJIEHHO HpOI/I3HéC:

— ITonHO BaM, K YeMy Takas cremka? Mo€ nosiBieHue 3[0ech — ckopee gobpas BecTh. Korma
YuuTens X04eT 3aCTaBUTh KOTO-TO 3aMOJTYaTh HAaBEKH, 5T He OBIBAI0 CTOJIb TEPIIEIIHB.

Ha camowm pene, no mpuxopa ciofia JIOKK ¥ IOHATHS He uMesn 06 ux cekperax. OH IPOCTO XOTeN
pa3001ayuTh CaMO3BaHIIEB, TIOPOYAIIUX UM ero ceMbi. Ho HAaTKHYThCA Ha TaKyl0 KPYIHYIO PLIOY 1
He u3BJeYb Beroay? Het, oH HUKOrza OB He YIIyCTHUII TOJOOHBIN IIaHC.

— Kakas pa3uuna? Most ceMbsi BCE PaBHO IIO[ yOapoM, — BuKac Hayas caBaThCs, B €T0 T0JI0Ce
3a3By4asa Moib0a. — MOXKeT, BbI MOTJIH OBL... OTITYCTHUTh...

— 9T0 uckmoyeHo, — obopsan ero JIOKK. «Kak MUJI0, UTO OH [0 CUX IIOp IIPeaeTCs TaKUM
WJUTIO3USIM», — MIOAyMaJl MajlbuuK.

— A ecnu g oTpekych oT HuX? Pa3opBy Bce CBI3U?

JIOKK HUYEero He OTBETHUJI, UL TOHKO yiaeIOHYNCS. Ho miis Bukaca 3Ta yneiOka Oplia XyzKe ocKama
IeMOHa.



— JIOKK, THI 3aKOHYUI? — B 3a Bomén Jlrouuyc. OH 3ar0BOPHII III€ 10 TOT'0, KaK caM IT0Ka3aJjCs B
nBepsx. — ¢ 3Ke TOBOPHJI, B MAarnueCKOM MUPE TIOJTHO IIPOXOIUMIIEB, HA3hIBAIOIIUX Ce0sT TBOPSHAMH.
HeyKTo TBI COOMPAEIIhCS JTOBUTh KaxkIOro?

[TpucyTCTByIOIIKXEe MTHOBEHHO mMoGeqHe H. Bukac, CTUCHYB 3yOHl, IIPOIIEAUII:

— Tak ThI IPUIIET KO MHE TOJIBKO 3a 9TUM? U3-3a hamMunuu?

Temneps OH TOPHKO PacKauBajCs B CBOEM BrIGope. Eciiu OB TOIBKO OH He B3I UMST BUKTOp, 9TOM
0ennl MOXKHO OBITIO H30eXKaTh!

JIokK, Oymyun pa3001ady€HHEIM, He BEIKa3al HU Kaliu cMyienusi. OH paBHOAYIIHO MOXKaJl IjiedaMu
1 BBITEP PYKH O MaHTHIO:

— [MpuyuHa He ©UMeeT 3HAUYEHUsI, BaXKeH pe3ynbTaT. K ToMy Xe, moiMaB TaKylo KPYIHYIO J00LYY, 5
IIOJIy4y 3aC/IyKeHHYI0 Harpafdy, YTo OBl TaM HU BOpYaIu OCTalbHLEIE. BepHOo Bemb, «asaas» Bukac?

— THI...

B aTtoT MmomeHT JIi01[MyC CTynui B LIEHTP T'OCTUHOM. 3aMETUB OKPYKEHHOE CEMENCTBO, OH JTy4e3apHO
YIIBIOHYJICS:

— O, mucc JIuza! Kto ke goBéen Bac fo cne3? [laiiTe TOJIBKO 3HATH, U 5 €r0 TakK OTAeIal0 — pOfHas
MaTh He y3HaerT!

— Jlrotmyc, Tebe He UAyT nofo0HbIEe MyTKH, — 00opBas ero JIoKk. OH MOMOIIEN K APYTY H,
MTOKAYMBasICh, IETIHYNI MYy Ha yX0: — f moiiMan 60MbIIyio peify. ITOT YeJI0OBEK ObLIT TMYHBIM
cekperapéMm ['pun-ge-Banbaa.

JIrouuryC HEBOJILHO OXHYIIL:

— CtopoHHUKY ['ocrioiuHa C yMa COUAYT OT 3TO0i HOBoCcTU! PeOEHOK cHenas To, C 4YeM He CIIPaBUIIOCh
BCEé MUHUCTEPCTBO!

JIokk COepzXKaHHO KUBHYJI, TOPOO BCKHUHYB I'OJIOBY.

Korpa cempro Bukaca BEIBOOUIM U3 JOMa 107 KOHBOeM, JIonuyc U JIOKK CTOSIIU IIJIeYOM K IIJIeUy Ha
nopore. OHM, OCBeIlIEHHBIE JTy4YaMU 3aKaTa, BRITJISAOENH ONUHAKOBO XOJIOMHBIMH.

— To ¥ MHp OKOHYATENILHO COLIEJ C yMa, TO I MepJuH pelln Haf HaMHU 0NNy THTh, —
BIIOJITOJIOCA IIPOOOPMOTa JIrImuyc.



JIOKK nHIITh TPEe3PUTENIbHO CKpuBuMics. Mepnun? Kakoe emy geno 1o aToro crapuka? Korma momorns
Oblyla eMy Hy2KHa 00JIblIle BCET0, HUKAKOW MepJuH He SIBUJICS, YTOOH OAepKaTh ero.

«Ecnu He0Oo He maéT MHe IyTH, S MIPOJIOKY ero caM yepe3 6e30HY», — BOT U BCE IIPABHUJIO.

Byns MepiuH X0Th KaIlTi0 MUJIOCEPMEH, 3Ta MOJISIIASCS O CTIAaCeHUU CeMbsl He OTIIPABJIsIach Obl
ceryac nop ero KoasoeM B Cnu3eprH-M3HOD Ha cyA BonpeMopra.

JIokk IMOTPY3UJICA B CBOM MEBICIIH, KAK BOPYT pe3KI/Ifl OKPHK BEIPBAJI €TI0 U3 3a0BIThS:

— Bbeperucs!

TeHb MeTHyNaCh K HeMy, cOuBasi ¢ Hor. OHM KyOapeM MOKaTUIKCh TI0 3eMJie. B To ke MrHOBeHUe
JIOKK TIOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAaK UTO-TO TOpsSiYee U IUIKOe OPBI3HYIIO eMy B NTUI0. PacmaxHyB ria3a, OH
yBupmen Hag coboi Jlonuyca.

— Het! — Bukac ycnern nuie BCKPUKHYTH, IpeXe YeM ero Ipuxail K 3eMJjie Maru
CONIPOBOXKOEHNUA. JIn3a 3aMepiia B OllelleHeHNUH, [1IepPeBOAs B3IJIAL C MaTepu Ha oTua. COOBITHS 3TOTO
Beuepa OKOHYATENIbHO CJIOMUIIU €€ BOJIIO0.

— Yro npousonuio? — JIOKK, moWIaTEBasICh, IOOHSCS, OTTanKuBasd Jlronuyca. METYyHIms
IIOfICKa3bIBajia eMY: CIIyYUJIOCh YTO-TO HEIIOIIPpaBuMOe.

Marwu, compoBoxmasire JIOKKa, B SpocTu CKpyTuiu Anucy. OHa Oblyla OXBaueHa T'HEBOM U CTPAXOM:

— Te1, yOiIomoK, pa3pymuBmui Mo goM! d HUKOrma Tebe 3TOro He MpoIy!

Jlokka mpo6parsia Ipoxb, HO OH ORICTPO B35JT Ce0sI B PYKU:

— BeTep HEIHYE XOJIOTHEIM. .

— U TO BepHO, rOCIIOOUH, — MOI0O0CTPACTHO OTO3BAJICS CTAPIINM U3 oxXxpaHkl. — [Topa Ob HAKUHYTh
4YTO-HUOYIb MOTETLIIEE.

— l'ocmoxka Amnuca, Mo3BONIbTE YTOYHUTL, — JIOKK 00PaTHIICS K XKEHIIUHE C JIeISIHBIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM.
— 4 cuuTalo, YTO B KaKOK-TO Mepe coBepiuy 6maroe gesno. Bam Myx 0wl cekpeTapéM TEMHOT0
Jlopaa. Bel X0Th MpencTaBnseTe, CKOJIbKO KM3HEH! Ha ero coBeCcTu? CKONMBKO IMIPHUKA30B 0 Ka3HIX
OBLIIO TPOU3HECEHO TeM, KTO IIeITall BaM HeXKHOCTH? f Bcero nuillb peOGEHOK U He MOTY 3HaTh BCETO,
HO BooOpaxkeHUe y MeHs OoraToe.

OH ¢ HeCKPBEIBAEMEIM IIPe3peHHeM II0CMOTPeI Ha IIPUXKATOro K 3eMye Bukaca:



— 4 npaB, Bukac? Unu Kak Te0st 30ByT Ha camoM fiesie? Thl XOTh XKeHEe CBOE! OTKPHII CBOE UCTUHHOE
ums? Xa! Korga 3a ciuHOM CTOJIBKO TPEXOB, laxke COOCTBEHHOE UM CTaHOBUTCS 00Y30H.

— IoBonbHO! OH MOOUT HAC, ¥ 3TO BCE, UTO BaXKHO! — BHIKPHKHYJa Anuca.

— PapyiiTech, 4TO y Bac eIl€ 0CTasoCh BpeMs AJis IPU3HaHUM B J1I00BU, — MOABEIN UTOT JIOKK. —
Bama cynb0a Temeps B pykax Moero I'ocnoguHa.

«JI1060Bb, KOTOPOH TaK JOPOXKAT...» — JIOKK C JIIOOOIEITCTBOM PACCMATPHUBAJI IIOBEPXKEHHOE
ceMercTBO. EMy BOPYT BCIIOMHMIIACh €T0 Ha3BaHasi MaTh, BuBuaH BuUKTOp. BumeTh CTONTE HEUCTOBBIE
YyBCTBa CHOBA OBL/IO0... CTPAHHO.

JIOKK IMOYYBCTBOBAII YCTAJIOCTh. On KOCHYIJICA JIHIIa, OIOyIIas TeIlJIO BJIaru. HOCMOTpeH Ha IIaJIbIIBI —
OHU OBLIU B KPOBH.

fpKo-KpacHBIe KallIx BBEJIM €T0 B CTYIOpP. Mo3r oTKa3biBajcs paboTaTs, u JIOKK MUl Ha pediiekcax
IOBEPHYJICS K JIOLMYCY, BHKPUKHYB:

— Te1 uTO, panen?!

Jlonyc ockiabuscsi B rpuMace, KOTopas COBCEM He Bsi3ajlaCh C €r0 apUCTOKPATUUYHBIM 00JTMKOM:

— Bce B nopsizgke, JIOKK...

B cnepmyromiyio cekyHIy OH 00MSK 1 0€3BOJIBHO CIIOJI3 110 KOCSKY OBEPH Ha IOJI.

— Jlroumyc!

[Tocnennee, uTo JIOKK ycCibIiIai, ObIT MPOH3UTENbHBIM KPUK 0XpaHbl: «Bpaya! BricTpo, roe
LHEeIuTeNnL? ! »

«9TOT UOKOT... £ pagy HEro MOACTaBUJICS, a OH JaXke He IIOMOr MHe BCTaTh! B ciemyomun pa3 u
nasblieM He I0IIeBesio!» — cepauTo mopymar JIronuyc, mpoBaauBasich B 6eCIaMsTCTBO.

OH u He OJI03pPEeBal, YTO B TOT MUT, KOT/la OH PYXHYJ, JIOKK 3aCThII KaK BKOITaHHEIN, HE BEPS CBOUM
r7a3aM. A 3aTeM MaJIbYUK CaM CIUTIOHYJI KPOBb U, IOXBaYEHHBIN MTePeNyTaHHEIMU CIIyTaMu, ObIT
CIIEIITHO OTIIpaBiieH B CIu3epuH-M3HOP.

Tam ero xkpman BonmemopT, mpeObIBaOINM B HEOMIUCYEMOU SPOCTH OT IEP3KO0M BEIXOOKU CBOETO
y4eHHUKa.



OcTaBanoch IUIIb HaAesThCs, YTO HaKa3aHue He OYIeT CIIULIKOM CYPOBBIM.

[Toka JIokKa HeCJIM Ha pyKaX, ¥ OH y3HaJI, YTO XKU3HHU JII0I[Myca HUYTO HE YTPOXKAET, Y HEro HaKOHeIl
HaIIlJIOCh BpeMs IogyMaTh o cebe.

B 970 ke BpeMs B ganékoM Cnu3epuH-MIHOpPe BommeMopT, 3aHMMABUIUNCS AejlaMy, BHE3AITHO
COTHYJICSI B IIPUCTYIIe KPOBABOI'O Kalllys, 3a0phI3TraB JIUI0 CTOSIIET0 Iepel HUM MeJIKOI0
apucTtokpara. 1o y2KaCHYBIIMMCS B3TISIOOM MOTYUHEHHOTO BommeMopT, cKkpexena 3y0aMu, I1eIhIi
Yyac U3Bepraj IPOKIISITUS Ha IIUISIIEeM 3MEMHOM s13bIKe. HakOHeIl, OKyTaHHBIN aypoH JIeIsTHON
SIPOCTH, OH TPAHCTPECCHUPOBAJ K BOPOTAM ITOMECThS.

Crouso mBepsM pacliaXHyThCs, KaK OH yBUel OenHoe, BUHOBaTOe NuIl0 JIoKKa. Manb4uK poOKo
ITIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hero ¥ IPOoIIenTant:

— HpOCTI/I... s omuOCs... He HaKa3bIBall MEHS. ..

BonmeMopT 3a0XHYIICS OT THEBA.

«HakasbiBaTh Te6s? [la g caM u3-3a Te€0s1 4yTh KOHIEI HE OTHas!» — B APOCTH IoayMas BonmeMopT,
YyBCTBYS, KaK uepe3 [IyIIeBHEIN KOHTPAKT €0 BCE eIl€ HaCTUTAI0T OTTOJIOCKK 00y U 1m1oKa JIoKKa.
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