MMmepaTop, B Ybei Ayllle a3apT ¥ MaJIbUKIIECTBO He yracajaud, HeCMOTPS Ha IMPEKJIOHHEIE TOIE, YKe
Ha CJIeyIOIINi [eHb BHOBB pu3Baj JIy Cuasi BO IBOpEL.

Jly Cunail He ycIenl IOATOTOBUTh HUKAKUX NUKOBUHHEIX 3a0aB, a IOTOMY IIPOCTO cOOpa CeMb-BOCEMb
IBOPIIOBBIX CTy2KaHOK. YCaiuB UX B KPYT, OH IIPEJI0XKMUI CHrpaTh B «CTYyK Ha ceMb». [IpaBuia
00BSICHUI B IBYX CJIOBaX, ¥ BCKOPe B MMIIEePaTOPCKOM ONIOYMBaIbHE TOJIBKO U CJIBIIIANIO0Ch
MEJIONUYHOE «O3UHb-A3UHbY.

— Opguwn!

— JIBa!

— Tpu!

— Yertripe!

— ITars!

— lects!

— JI3uHb!

— Bocewms!

— JI3uHB!

— IIatHagoaTs!

— IllecTHagUaTh!

— CeMHaAIaTh... ox!

— A-xa-xa! Baire BenuuecTtBo, oHa omu6iacsk! CHoBa omrndIacs!

Tocymapb TYT 3Ke CXBATHJI KUCTh U Pa3MAIINCTO HAYEPTUIT Ha JIUIE TPOBUHUBIIENCS CITyKaHKH
JKUPHBIA KPYT, ITOCJIe Yero caM eBa He MOBAJIUJICS 0T X0X0Ta:



— Xa-xa-xa! 3abaBHo, o uero xe 3abaBHO!

JIvia BCcexX CeMephIX UTPOKOB yKe MeCTPeNld YePHUIbHEIMYU IATHaMU. [laxke Ha GU3UOHOMHUH CTAapPOT0
UMIepaTopa KUBOTO MECTa He OCTAJI0Ch OT Ma3KOB KUCTH, U nuiith JIy Cunail Cufen YNCTeHbKUM, KaK
HY B YeM He OEBIBAJIO.

3aMeTHB, KaK TOT CAaMOIOBOJILHO 00MaXUBaeTCsI BEEPOM, CKphIBasi JIYKaBYI0 YCMEIKY, CTapUK He Ha
IIYTKY Pa33afiopuics. B roioBe MrHOBEHHO CO3peI IJIaH, KaK IPOYyYUTh XUTHeIIa.

— Cso JIlunb, MHe HaCKy4yusio. [laBaii-ka CMEeHUM IpaBuia. Xouy «CTyK Ha TPU».

— Ha tpu?

— Himenno. CTy4uM Ha TPH, IIECTh U OEBSITh, — I'POMOIIACHO O0BSIBUII UMIIEPATOP U, HE HaBas TOCTIO
OIIOMHHUTLCS, Hadanl: — UTak, 1 — onguu!

Jly Cunaii noCneuHo NoaAXBaTuI:

— IIBa!

— JI3uHb!

— YerTripe!

— ITars!

— JI3uHB!

— CemMmb!

— Bocewms!

— JI3uHB!

— IHecaTsn!

— OpnuHHAOUATS. ..

Korga Kpyr 3aMKHYJICS Ha ABEHAALlaTH, Ouepenb BHOBH [OIIIA A0 uMmepaTopa. OH XUTPO



IMIPUINYPUJIICA B JIETOHBKO IIEJIKHYII IIaJIbIIEM II0 CTOSIBIIIEH Inepen HUM 4YalllKe.

— [3uHB!

Jly Cunaii, He IPUBHIKIINM K TAKOMY OEIIIEHOMY PUTMY U He YCIIEBIINA TePEeCTPOUTHLCS, BHITTATUIT Ha
9uCTOM pedrexce:

— Tpunaguats!

— ... On!

B Takux urpax oco3HaHKe OIMMOKU IPUXOAUT MTHOBEHHO, HO CJI0BO — He BopoOeii. JIy Cunali TyT ke
TIOHUK, CKOPYUB CTPAfAIbY€CKYI0 MUHY.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa! — Crapblit UMIIEpaTOp, YBUIEB, UTO €T0 YI0BKa cpaboTasia, pacXoX0TaJjICs TakK, YTo
elBa He 3a0xHyJIcA. Crianas KUCTh, OH npuxas Jly Cunas x nony. — Hakoren-to ThI nonasncs! Hy-
Ka, Iai-Ka s TOCMOTPIO0, 4TO OBl TaKoe U300pa3uTh...

Bups, Kak KOHYUK KUCTHU 37I0Bellle KPYKUT Haf ero nuuioM, JIy Cunait HOHS: IoIIafbl He OyOerT.

— Barre BenuuecTBo, TONBKO IIOMETIbYE, YMOJISIO, PUCYHTE IIOCKPOMHEE. ..

HWMnepaTop NUIh XMBIKHYJI, HE YAOCYXKHUB €r0 0TBETOM. KHCTh TSIKeJ10 OMyCTusach Ha KOXY,
BHIIIACHIBAS IPUUYIJIMBLEIE BEH3€eJId. TpU MI0JIOCH CJieBa, TPU I10JI0CH cipaBa... Korga Jly Cunan
TIOJIHSJICS, TIPeficTaB B 06pa3e M0I0caToro KOTa, He BEIAEPKaIM laxke cnyKaHKu. OORHIKHOBEHHO
OeccTpacTHBIY eBHYX JI10 Xaoi0aHb ¥ TOT HEBOJIBHO IIPLICHYIT B Ky/IaK.

Bnagpika 3HaI TOJIK B TOM, YTOOBI BOBPEMSI OCTAaHOBHUTHLCS. [[0OMBIIKNCEH CBOETO U BCJIACTh Pa3pPHCOBaB
mobumIia, OH 00BSIBUTI, YTO YTOMUIICS. [I0Ka CIIYTH OMBIBA/IM €MY JIMIIO, B 3aJ1 TOPOILJIMBO BOIIIET
MoJiofio¥ eBHYX. CKJIOHUBIIUCH K yXy JIto XaoioaHs, OH UTO-TO 3alemnTasn. TOT KUBHYJI, OTIIyCKas
TIOCHITBHOTO, ¥ TTOMOIIENT K TOCYAapIo.

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, HacnemgHull MpUHIL 0KKUOAEeT CHApyXKHU. [IpocuT aymueHINY, Nabbl ITOKAsITHCS B
rpexax.

Jly Cunait ipu 9THX CJI0Bax coOpasicst ObIIO OTKIIAHSATHCS, HO UMIIEPATOP BAPYT IOAAJICS BIepen U
KPEeIKO CXBATHUJI ero 3a PYKY.

— V MeHs ceromHs mo6poe pacrosoxeHnue nyxa. OTpane3Huyaelns CO MHOH, a ocie IpHayMaeM
elre Kakyw-HuOyns 3a6aBy. Houyii ceromus 3mech, He BO3Bpallaics.



— A? — Jly Cumnau oneuus.

Ero nopa3suna He caMa mpochk0a — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, UMIIepaTop OBLI ITyO0KUM CTapuKkoM, u JIy
Cunaii He oracasicsi HUKaKWX IOIM0JI3HOBEHUN C er0 CTOPOHEL. [Topa3un TOH: Cyxo, OyqHUYHBIH,
JIAIIEHHBIM BOTPOCUTENIBHOM MHTOHAIIMY. JTO He Obl/la Jaxke KoMaHOa — CKopee KOHCTaTalus ¢akTa.

«Bnactp mana emy HeO0M. BUOHO, OH MaBHO IMIPUBLIK, YTO MUP BpPAIAeTCS BOKPYT €T0 KeJIaHum».

[Torumasi, yto BrIOOpa HeT, JIy Cunaii npomomndan. K ToMy ke MBIC/Ib 0 TOM, 4TO fHE [[I3HE BEYHO
CMOTPUT Ha HeTo BOJIKOM M YCTaHOBUII B IoMecThe [IpeMbep-MUHUCTPA KOMEHIaHTCKUY Yac,
noA3yXkuBaia ero. [ToueMy Obl ¥ BOPSIMb HEe OCTAThCS?

EBHyx JIio, ocTaBIeHHBIN 6€3 BHUMaHUs, TIOBTOPUII:

— Bamre BenuyecTtBo, HacnegHbIM IPUHI] IPOCUAT O MUJIOCTH. ..

HMnepaTop HaKOHEL COU3BOJIUII IOBEPHYTHCS, B €T0 I'Jla3ax BCILIXHYJ THEB.

— CHoBa nokasiaus! Kaxavlii [eHb OOHO U TO XKe: IPUXOOUT M YMOJISAET JIULIUThL €r0 TUTYIIa.
JIumemencTBO! Y MeHsI HET BpEMEHHU Ha 3TOT CIIEKTaKIIb.

Jly Cunait mo4yBCTBOBajl HEOOBSICHUMYIO JIETKOCTD B IyILIE X COUYBCTBEHHO 3aKUBaJl.

3aMeTHB 3TO OBUKEHUE, HMMIIEPATOP YCMEXHYJICA 1, He BEIIIYCKad €ro PYKH, IIPOU3HEC:

— A gaBaii-Ka Tak: nopy4uM 310 Csi0 JIuHMIO.

— Yto0?

— Pemmayi T, — B I'Jla3ax CTapuKa 3alljisicaly 030pHble OTOHbKKU. — OOHO TBOE CIIOBO: JIMIIUTH €T0
BJIACTH UJIM OCTABUTH?

<<Craphlii TUC, pelIXI TePeIoXKUTh TaKylo HOIIy Ha MOU Ijeun!>>

Jly Cunait Ha MrHOBeHUe 3amyMascsi. OH OB flajiek 0T MIPUABOPHEIX UHTPUT, HO He OB IypakoM:
JIATIHYU OH Celyac JIMIIHee — M pacIllylaTa He 3aCTaBUT ce0s KOaTh.

— JIumuTs... — OH HaMepPeHHO PACTSHYI TJIacHYI0, Iefas BUM, YTO MyYUTENIbHO coobpaxkaeT. — A,
BIIPOYEM... He Hao. OCTaBbTe BCE KaK €CTb.



— Hy, pa3 He Haao, 3HAYHUT, HEe Haao.

VimmepaTop yneiOHYICS — TTy00KO0, IIOHUMAIOIIEe, CJIOBHO UMEHHO TAaKOro OTBeTa U xkpas. OH clerka
II0BEPHYJI I'0J10BY K JIt0 Xa0rwaH0 ¥ TPOMKO IIPOU3HEC:

— OctaBumM. IlycTs yOupaeTcs K cebe.

OGeq mpotien B Becesioi o0CTaHOBKE, HO BCKOpe UMIIepaTopa BHOBb COKPYIIMII IPUCTYI Kaluisa. Ha
3TOT pa3 OH OB Kyfa TsKellee BUEpAITHero. [IpuaBOPHEIN JIeKaph, TOPOISICh 3a 0TBAPOM, JaXKe
CIIOTKHYJICS O TIOPOT B ABEPSIX.

Tocymaps 6omen yxKe MONTOMa, ¥ I HelaBHO €My CTajlo YyTh ny4iie — o0 atom Jly Cunai
CIBIIIAN elle Ha peiHKe. Ho certuac cTaso siCHO: CTapuk CoBceM I0X. OH efBa MOT BCTaTh C IOCTENH,
U [jaXke UTPHL faBaJIuCh EMY C TPYLOM.

[IpuHAB 1€KapCTBO, UMIIEPATOP YJIErCS IOA IPUCMOTPOM CiyT. JIy Cuail CTOS psgoM, TOTOBSICh
YUTH, HO CTAapPUK IIPUOTKPHINI I'Mla3a ¥ c/1abo IpoIIenTant:

— Cs10 JIUHB... IPUJIAT PSOOM CO MHOU. PaccKaxku MHe... pacCKaXKu 4TO-HUOYOb 3aHSATHOE.

Jly Cunaii 3aMep. ['7g151 Ha U3MOXKIEHHOE JIUI0 CTaplia, CIyIIas ero Tojo0c, yTPaTUBLINYU OBLIYIO
MOIITh ¥ CTABIIUY [0 IPOXKYU HEMOIIHBIM, OH OLIYTHUJ, KaK CEpALe CAaBuia TOCKA.

HecMoTps Ha BCce Kanpu3sl 9TOTO 4yesioBeKa, JIy Cunail 4yBCTBOBal — CTapuK UCKPEHEH B CBOEU
cuMiiatuu. [Toxany#, c caMoOro pPoXIeHus faXKe COOCTBEHHBIN OTEIl He OTHOCHUJICS K HEMY C TaKOH
TETJIOTOH.

EBHyx JIt0 X0Tes ObIJI0 HATIOMHUTh O IPUINYUSIX, HO, B3TJITHYB Ha UMIIePATOPa, KOTOPHIH C TPYOOM
pa3MbIKan BeKH, mpoMmosdan. Cnyxanku nomornu JIy Cusnaio CHITh BEpXHee IlaThe, ¥ OH IIPUJIET Ha
Kpau 1oxa.

WMnepaTop IpuoOHSI ero, efBa 3aMETHO YIIEIOHYBIIUCH, U BEJIET CIIyraM:

— M=e yxe myuie. Bece cTynaure.

— Beperure cebs, Bnageika. OTobixaiite, — JIto XaotoaHb, IOK0JIe0aBIINCh, TIOKJIOHUTICS U YBET
CBUTY.

CBeun B 3ajie IMMOTYHUIXUIIA, OCTABUB JIUIIIb HECKOJIBKO JIaMIT Y CaMOT'0 JI0Kd, OKYTaBIINX ITPOCTPAHCTBO
MSTKHM 30JIOTUCTBIM CBEYEHHEM. HeKOTOpOG BpeMs B IIOKOAX IMapHJla TUIIKMHA, HO eeé IIpepsa
oqepenHofI B3O0X.



— CoBceM s cfaji, — HeTPOMKO IIPOTOBOPUIT KMITEPATOP.

Jly Cunay He 3HaJl, YTO OTBETUTh — YTELIaTh UJIK COrJIaCUTHCS.

— HYMaJ'I... TPUOLATE JIET Ha TPOHE. HepBHe OBafllaTh — BCE KUIIETIO, BCE PBAJIOCh HAPYXKY. MeuTan
3€MJIM PACHIUPATE... BOEBATE... Kxa...

— A motoM ycTaj. 3Haellb, S BeOb HUKOTMa He X0Tel ObITh uMIepaTopoM. Korma Mel ¢ TOKOMHBIM
KHs13eM HuHBSHOM OBIITM MOJIOMBI, €Ba TOJIOBH APYT APYTY He IIPOJIOMUIIK B CIIOpax... Xa-xa. A Beb
y Hero cynb0a oKa3asach Kpallle. B cBoux BlafieHUsAX mepernpoboBast BCE, YTO Aylia xkejajna. Crbixar,
OH faxe B 3eMsx LI3siHxy uMs cebe chernan. Mup 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB... Kak X&Ke TaM, [TOIKHO OHITh,
BeceJio.

I'omoc ero, TOMBKO YTO OXKMBUBIINKCS, BAPYT COPBAJICA U CTaJl TYCKJIBIM:

— Ho oH ymen B mof3eMHOE IIapCTBO PaHbIle MeHs. KOeT Temeps.

— BupHo, u B LI3sgHXY BCE HAaCKY4HUJIO... Pa3 OH PEIIHI OTIPABUTLCS TYHA.

Cnymas aTo 6eccBsizHoe 6opmoTanue, JIy Cumaii omylan ropbKuit KoM B ropje. To, ¢ Kakoun
HEeXXHOCTBIO UMIIEPaTOp BCIIOMUHA OpaTa, 3aCTaBIISIIIO CEPIle CKUMAThCS.

— OcTaBun MeHs B 3TOM MecTe... COexkar, a MeHst GPOCHII...

Jly Cunaii nmpuxkycun ryoy. [JJorafku nepepactany B yBepeHHOCTh. C UYKao L[3MHXKIHEM OH APYKUII C
[IEeTCTBa, B IIOMeCThe KHI349 HuHbsAHa OBIBAJl 4acTO, HO CTAPOT0 KHA3S MOYTH He TIOMHUI. B namstu
BCIUJTBIBAJIY JIUIIL OOPHIBOYHEIE, HEJIETIbIE KaPTUHB: KaK CTapUK C JJMHHOU JIAaBKOU B PyKax HOCHUJICS
no 6epery o3epa 3a KaKMM-TO aKTEPOM, a TOT, He BhIJlepKaB, LIBEIPHYJI MY B JIUII0 OXallKy COJIOMEL.

— 4 37ech... HA OIHOT0 XKMBOTO YeJlIoBeKa He BuAen. HuKoro, KTo OBl ITOHSJI, YeTo S X04y Ha CaMOM
nene... — MMnepaTop 3aiencsd B Katie. — Cs0 JIuHb, TH He B CYET.

Ot Takou noxsasisl JIy Cusay 3aj1uicd KpaCKOU ¥ HEBOJIBHO IIPUKAJICS K CTapUKY IIJIOTHEE.

— 9%, BCTpeTh 51 Tebs JIeT Ha ABaAlaTh paHble... TOUHO coesnas Okl CBOMM HAJIOKHUKOM.

T'oppocts Jly Cunasi, TOJIBKO YTO paclBeTIIas, TYyT Ke UCIllapuiiach. JIUI0 ero noMpaydysesno, U OH



IIOCIIEIIHO 0CJIa0nI 00BATHUSA.

VimmepaTop, OyATO YyBCTBYS IIePEMEHY B €T0 HACTPOEHUHU, TUXO PACCMesiyICs.

— JTrogu, Korga moOpaTUMaMy CTAHOBSITCS, KIISIHYTCS: «He B OIMH IeHb POOMINCDH, HO B ONWH NEHD
ympeM». UToOBI, 3HAUUT, Ha 6eperax 2KenToro uCTOYHMUKA He pacCTaBaThCs. BMecTe yepe3 MocCT
Haiixs mepeiiTu, BMeCTe 0TBap 3a0BEHUS BHIIUTE... YTOOH! U B CIIEIYIOLIEH XKU3HU BCTPETUTHCS.

HaCTYHI/IJ'Ia JoJirasd TUIIWHA. Hy Cunato mokKa3anaoch, 4TO CTApPHK YCHYIJI, ¥ OH y2K€ 3aKPhIJI I'JIa3a,
KOTr'la I'0JIOC pa3daliCd CHOBaA:

— Cs0 JIuns... cKaxu MHe. bpaT Beqpb yIiesn Ha AecsaTh JIeT paHblle... HeyXTo B clnegyoollen Xu3Hu
MBI YK€ He CBUIUMCS?

Jly Cuna¥ mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK Ha I'la3a HaBOpauuBalTCA cie3bl. OH IPUBLIK K TeaTpabHEIM
IpaMaM, cuuTan cebs 4eI0BeKOM C KaMeHHEIM CepAlleM, HO 9Ta IIpocTasi, oOHaXXKeHHas redab
npoOusa ero 3aluTy.

— Huuero... — MnepaTop, He JOXKOABIIKNCH OTBETA, CaM IIOTJIaguUl €T0 II0 IeKe CYXOH, IIepIIaBoM
7nagoHp0. — Co MHOI Benb Cs10 JIMHB. 9TOT0 HOBOJIBHO.

— Bamme BenuuecTBo... — npomenTarn JIy Cunaii, ¥ cJioBa caMU COPBaJIUCh C I'y0: — ... 1 BeOb ToXe
BU[EJI CTaporo KH:A351 HuHbsgHA.

Pyka cTrapuka mepHynach, ajablibl MEPTBOU XBAaTKOW BIUJIKCH B 3ansicThe Jly Cumnas. Mmmepartop He
IIPOU3HEC HU CJI0BA, HO €ro y4aCTUBILIEeCs, PBaHOe OhIXaHuUe BhIano Oypio B AyIIe.

Jly Cunait BOpyr moxosopen. Kak oH 00bSICHUT, THe MOT BUETh KHA351? Ho omaceHus ObUIH
HallpacHLIMU. FIMIIepaTop He CIIPOCUTI HU O YeM — HH O IIpaBie, HU O JIXKU. B ero romioce 3By4asna
JIUIIb XKagHast, OTYassHHas MoJjb0a:

— Pacckaxu... Pacckaxu MHe 0 HEM.

— ... — Jly Cuna¥t cyiopo:KHO BOCCTaHaBNIMBa/ B IaMsTH Ty ciieHy. — OH oueHb i06un onepy. Kak-
TO pa3 Ha Oepery o3epa OH IOTHAJICSA 3a aKTePOM, IPUXBATUB C COO0Y OJIMHHYIO CKaMbIo... A aKTep
0Ka3aJiCsl C TOHOPOM: CXBATHJI OXAIlKy COJIOMHI M Ka-a-aK IIBEIPHET €My IIPSIMO B JIALO!

EnBa OH mOTOBOPHII, CTAPUK PANOM C HUM 3apoxKai. Ero cMex — Tuxui, Iepexodsaiiui B XPHII,
cTaHoBUJICS BCE rpoMue. OH o0Hsn JIy Cunas ¢ HeOXKHUIAaHHON CUJIOMN.

— OH... Crapsin nporpgoxa! A-xa-xa-xa!



Jly Cunato cTaso TPYAHO OBIIIATH OT 9TUX 00BSITHHM, HO OH HE IMTPOPOHUJT HU 3BYKa, IIO3BOJISISI CTAPUKY
BHITIJIECHYTh BCE, UYTO HAKOMUJIOCH 3a JoATHe roabl. CIyCTs BpeMs uMnepaTop 3aTux. CUjbl MOKUHYIIH
ero, xBaTka ocjabia, ¥ OH IOTPY3UJICS B ITyOOKUM, TKeblk coH. JIy Cumai ke yrexart ¢
OTKPBLITHIMU T'7Ta3aMu. BriepBrle B KU3HU 3TOT MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN CTapUK Ka3ajcs eMy 0eCKOHEYHO
JKaJIKUM.
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