— Motit xonm!

— A g kporo!

— CHoBa X0Xy!

— U cHOBa Kpoo!

— [la s1...! — cTapslit UMIEpaTOp, BOCCeNas Ha JI02Ke, BOBCIO MIPHUIIYPHUIICS, ¥ MyTh B €r0 Tla3ax
ucyesna. OH I[eJIMKOM COCPENOTOYHIICS Ha YepHO-0e7I0¥ TOCKe, ¥ BOAPYT C CUIIOH MpHUIIedYaTasl
KOCTSIIIKY: — JIagHO, CHaYasa BLICTPOIO PSf!

Jly Cunaii, cTOsI Ha KOJIEHSIX Ha IOCTENM IPSIMO HAIPOTUB roCyaapsi, Ma3HYyJI B3TJISIIOM 10 IOCKE U
XUTPO MPUILYPUIICS.

— A s 3a0n0kupyto! — OH yKaBo yneIOHYyNICA. — Jly4llas 3aliuTa — 3TO HalafgeHue, Tak YTo g TOXKe
HayHy pan!

WmnepaTop B3APOTHY. B 3TOM mapTHUX OH BIIEPBHIE 3a NOITOE BpeMs OB BHIHYKIEH [TePEeRTH OT
aTaku K 000poHe.

— 4... 9 3aKporo!

— ¥V MeH# «aBa II0 Tpu»!

— Trdy... CHavama 3aKporo ¢ 3TOr0 Kpas.

— A Temneps 4eTwIpe B psm!

— KxM, — cTapuk J0iro pa3risigbiBall HOCKY, BePTS B MaibllaX YePHYI0 KOCTSIIKY, M HAKOHEI] B
PacCTpPOMCTBE OTJIOKUII €€ B CTOPOHY: — OMSATh g Mpourpas. — BrpouewM, yHEIHUE ORICTPO
CMEHHUJIOCh NEeTCKUM BOCTOProM. — A Befb U ITpaBfa, 3Ta 3a0aBa KyJa MeHbllIe YTOMJISIET pa3yM, 4eM
ro... [locnymau, Maneiii JInHb, Kak Thl Ha3Bajl 9Ty UTPY?

— «IIaTe B psp», Bame BenuuectBo. — Jly Cunayi CMOTpeN Ha HETO U AyMaJl: IOPOU 3TOT UMIIEPaTOpP
— IIPOCTO a3apTHHIM U HE B MEPY YBIIeYEHHBINM CTApUK. M 9TOT CTapuK HauMHal eMy HPaBUTLCS BCE
Oombiie.

— Xa-Xa-xa, ¥ BIPSIMb 3aHATHO!

[Tocnie TPOMKOT0 cMeXa U IlyMa UMIIepaTopy, BUOUMO, cTajio gyurHo. OH MaxHYyJI PYKoOii, U [Be



CIy2KaHKHU TYT Xe MOICKOYUIN K HEMY: OfHA IPUHSIAch 00MaxWBaTh €T0 BeepoM, Apyras 3aMepiia ¢
BJIA’KHBIM ITJTATKOM B PYKax.

OTKUHYBIMCH Ha3af U 0071eT9eHHO BHIIOXHYB, UMIIEPATOP [I03BOJIMII BEITEPETH IOT €O J10a, a 3aTeM
crpocun y Jly Cunas:

— Mansi#t JIuHb, He X04ellTh 4ero-HuOyIb 0CBeXKA0IIET0?

Jly Cunail mocMOTpes Ha Hero, Ha MIHOBEHME 3a4yMaJiCs U, BIOXHOBJIEHHBIN BHE3alIHOU UEeEH,
MIPeAI0KUM:

— locymaps, Balll cayra Xkejaj Okl OTBeaTh 0XJIaXKAeHHOT0 OTBapa U3 KUCJION CIIUBHI.

Wmnepatop yneiOHYyICsA. EMy maXe He MPUIUIOCH OTKPHIBATH PTa — OFMHOTO B3TJISIa XBATUIIO, YTOOH!
CTOSIBIIMY HeTOoJaJsieKy Hadya/IbHUK eBHYX0B JI10 XaowaHb PaCIOPSOUIICS BCE UCIIONIHUTD.

He mpomiyio u mapkl MUHYT, KaK CIIy?KaHKYU IPUHECIIH OB Yallu ¢ 00ApAmuM HanuTKoM. JIy Cunait u
MMIIEPATOP CUAENH OPYT MPOTUB APyra Ha OPakKOHbEM JI0XkKe. 3aMeTuB, KakK JIOBOJIBHO YIIbI0AIOIIUICS
CTapuK NOTAHYJICS K 4ale, JIy Cunmai BApyr 3aHeC PyKy Haj JOCKOM:

— Baire BennuecTBo, JaBalTe elle mapTuio.

— [loctou, — umneparop 3anuysncs. — [IpuHecnu xke oTBap.

— OTBap MOZKHO BBITIUTH U IIOIIO32KeE.

— Ho Torma on IepecTaHeT OBITDH JIeJsAIHBIM.

— OTyero xe? — HEBUHHO ITOMHTepecoBascs JIy Cunai.

CTapI/IK YCMEXHYIJICA, IIOMEIInBasi JIOXKEYKOU IIJIaBAIOIYIO B Hallle JIEAAHYIO KPOIIKY.

— Jlem pacraer.

— Bort oHO Kak... — Jly Cunaii ¢ BUJOM BEJIMKOIr0 O3apeHUs IIOAHEeC Yallly K JINIy ¥ 3a4epIHy
HEMHOT0 Jibga. — MyapocTs Bamero BenuuectBa 6e3rpanuyta. Ho ects v crioco6 coenaTh Tak,
yTOOEI JIeJ] HUKOT A He Tasn?

Kasasnoch, ©MIIepaTop IOHSII, K Y4eMy TOT KJIOHUT. OH JIUIIb YCMEXHYJICS, OMHUM MaxoM OCYIIHII
YalIry, IOCTAaBUII €€ B CTOPOHY U IIPOMOJTYA.



Buesanno Ha Jly Cunasg oOpymmiack Takas TsxKejasi, ofaBisoonas aypa, YT0 OH BMUT OCO3HAN:
mepen HUM He ITPOCTO a3apPTHHIN [ef, a BafabiKa [logHe6eCHOM.

Jly Cumaii HeJIOBKO 3aMep C JIOXKKOH B pyKe. [Toka Jiefi B Heli Me[IJIEeHHO ITpeBpalliaics B BoAy, y/IbiOKa
uMIlepaTopa yracasna. OH CTaHOBUJICS BCE MpayHee, u JIy Cunaio mo4yaunoch, 0yoTo KPOBb OTJIMBAET
OT ero COOCTBEHHOTO TeJla — XOJIO[ TTOT0JI3 OT KOHYMKOB MaJIblIeB K CaMOMY CEPAILY.

HakoHel, cTapblil UMIIEpaToOp NPOTSAHYJ PYKY ¥ YYBCTBUTENBHO LIenKHYI JIy Cunas no noy.

— AX THI, IapiuBel! — npoBopYan oH. — B3gyMan MeHs oy4aTs?!

— locymape... — yCIbIIaB B TOJI0CE JIUIIL IPUTBOPHOE pa3apaxkenue, JIy Cumaii ¢ obnerdienuem
BBIJOXHYJI, OTJIOKHUJI JIOXKKY ¥ O0OMSIK.

— Mansi#t JInHb, HEYKTO TH ¥ BIPSMb PEIInI, OYOTO S TOMBKO M 3HA0, YTO 3a0aBIISIThCS, H,
3alepIiuch B rTy00KOM [ABOPIE, COBCEM He Befialo, YTO TBOPUTCS B MUpe?

— Bam CJIyra He CMEeeT TaK OyMaTh, — J'Iy Cunaii IOCIIEIIHO CKITOHUI T'OJIOBY.

— He cMmeemns, a noy4aens! — cTapuK, BUAUMO, BCE ellle He [0 KOHIla OCTHUT: OH TONKHYN Jly Cunas
B I'OJIOBY Tak, 4TO TOT efiBa He IOBaiuics, u npopoiixkun: — Korga I'yvans BaHbxa mogHec MHe
Jlegsinoro Byany u 3amesn o TOM, YTO B IIOMeCThe IIpeMbeP-MUHUCTPA IPOXJIafHO U TaM yooOHee ero
XpaHUTh, HEYKTO ThI IyMaelllb, 1 He MOHAI ero ymeicna? [a, g corimacuics oTaath ned Axb lIsHio,
HO eCJIH KTO-TO BO3HAMEPUTCS MCIOJIb30BaTh 9TO KaK IIOBOM, YTOOBI CBAJIUTh €I0 C ITOCTAa — pa3Be s
3TO IIO3BOJIIO?

Hy Cumnai 6611 ImopazKeH TeM, HaCKOJIBKO SICHO MBICJIUT 3TOT CTapBIfI moBeca. OH HU3KO CKJIOHUIICS:

— 3T0 Bam CJIyra IMpPOABUII U3JTUITHEE CaMOYIIPaBCTBO.

— Yo ke go Aup IIsH4... OH BeYHO CyX, CypoB U Aep3ok. [Toxanyi, nocne X3 HOixy oH — caMbli
HeJTI0OMMBIN MHOIO YeJloBeK... — VMiMmepaTop Ha MUT 3agyMaJsicsi, ¥ OH CHOBA JIyKaBO YCMEXHYJICS. —
Ho MHe mpocTo X0TeI0Ch IOCMOTPETh, KaK OH IIOMafeT BIPOcak... 3Hal Obl THl, C KAKOM MUHOM OH Be3
3TOT J1el K cebe moMoi. IDTo OBIJIO PEIKOe 3PEJIHIIIE.

«W TpeMbep-MUHUCTP, ¥ POOHEIE CHIHOBBS [JISE HETO JIUINE CIIOCO0 pa3Biedhcs... [la OH XKe BCHO
[TopHeOeCHYIO [EepKUT 3a UTPYIIKY», — 110 ciuHe Jly Cumnas npobexkas X0I0moK.

OnHako, IpekpacHo ITOHUMas, Kak noTpaduTh BKycaM rocynapsi, OH BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY U YIBIOHYIICS:

— Barme BenmmuecTBo, ma 4To TOJNKY OT 3TOT0 cyxapst fAub [Iaus! ¥V Bammero ciyru ects 3a6aBa
IIOMHTEpPeCHee!



HMmepaTop MrHOBEHHO ITPOCHUSII, U OH TYT ke M03a0blyT 0 HelaBHEM HEOBOJIbCTBE.

— O? Hy xe, BeIK/1agbIBau!

)%k

B umnepatopckom capy Jly Cunaii, cUfs ogsie rocynaps, JIEHUBO 3€BHYJ U CO 3JI0PafHOU YXMBIJIKOU
nokocuics Ha ['yvans BaHbx3, KOTOpHIM, APOXKa BCEM TEJIOM, CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHAX Ilepel UMIIEPaTOPOM.

CornacHo UX MaJeHbKOMY YTOBOPY, [B€ CIIyKaHKM IMogHeciu ['yaHb BaHbX3 Ty CaMyio JIOXKKY C
JIeISTHOM KPOILIKOM, KOTOpasi K 3TOMY MOMEHTY IIOYTH LIeJIMKOM ITPEBPATUIIACh B BOAY.

['msigst Ha TO, KaK TYYHBIM MUHUCTP IOCTUIMH TPSICYLIMMECS PYKaMy TPUHUMAET MOJHOIIeHre, JIio
XaomwaHb CYPOBO IPUKPUKHYIT:

— T'ociopguH IlaHuy, 4TO Xe Bl cCTOUTE? briaromapuTe 3a MUJIOCTH!

— Brna... Brarogapio... — I'yaub BaHbxa OBUI B TAKOM y2Kace, YTO, Ka3asioch, 103abbl Bce
IpUABOPHEIE (HOPMyHL. JINIIb CIIyCTS BEYHOCTD OH IIpoJieneTan: — biaaromapio 3a MUIoCTh Bamero
BenuuecTtsa...

CTapBIfI HMIIEPATOD, CKIIOHUBIINCH Hall KaMEHHEIM CTOJIOM, €Ba HEe 3aJbIXaJICA OT COAaBJIEHHOT O
CMeXa — y Hero gaxe He OBITIO CHJI OTBETHTE.

Jly Cunaii ke BCTaBHUJI CBOU MSATH KOIIEEK:

— CrpIXarn s, IOMEeCThe TOCIOOUHA MHUHHCTPA CIIaBUTCA CBOEU npoxnanoﬁ. Ha pgusax stot JIuHb
HelIpeMeHHO HaHeCeT BaM BU3HUT.

['yanb BaHbX3 IIPU 3TUX CJIOBAX ¥ BOBCe MOTepsii onopy. OH mocMmoTpen Ha JIy Cunasi ¢ OTHassHUEM U
HEBHIMIJTAKAHHBIMY CJIe3aMU, U 3aTPSICCS ellle CUJIbHEe.

— T'ocymaps, Ball ciyra... ...

— HeyxKTo u BIpsIMb ITPOXJIAOHO? — MMIIEPATOP BCE-TAKM CHAEPKal X0XOT, XOTSI OH mobarpoBen. —
HriHye cTOUT HeBRHIHOCKMMaS Kapa. [loxanyii, s 3arnsny K Tebe BMecTe ¢ MayibiM JIMHEM, Kak
BBIKPOIO BpEMS.

— Tlocy-rocy-rocy... Bame Benn4yecTtBo! — OKpyTIb MUHUCTDP OyKBaIbHO PYXHYJ B HOTH
uMIeparopy, o6auBasich cine3aMu: — Bart ciyra Bcerga ObUT TpefaH TpoHy! [[BafaTh IeT CIyKOH 5
OBLT KPUCTAIBHO YKCT U YyecTeH! ...



Jly Cunaii OIIyTHII B TPYAK MIPUSTHOE TEIJIO — BIIEPBHIE OH MO-HACTOSIIEMY Pacmpo0oBasl, KaKoBO
3TO: OTIMPASICh Ha YyXKYI0 MOIIb, IPUTECHSTh APYTHUX.

— JlagHo Tebe. I'ocymaps Bedb He CIIpalliiBall, YeCTeH TH UM HeT. binarogapu 3a MUJIOCTh U CTYIIal.

I'yanbs BaHbX9 rOpbKO IOTyMal: 3a BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb OH He coBepIlas omubKu O60Iblliel, 4eM Bpaxaa
C 3TUM OPOUI0XOU-KHUXKHUKOM.

[TpuKuMas K TPYOU OCTaTKHU JeOaHEIX OprI3r, 'yvanbs Baubxa, momaTrBasich, mopHsancs. [Tog 6oapeie
BeIKpUKHU Jly Cunas: «Oii, He pa3neit! CMoTpu He nponei! AKKypaTHee!» — OH, yTUpasi Cle3Hl,
IIOILJIEJICS IPOYb U3 cafa.

CTouno MUHUCTPY CKPHITHCS U3 BUAY, CTAPhIM UMIIEpaTOpP HaKOHEIl B30PBAJICSI TPOMOBEIM XOXOTOM.
OH OyKBaJIbHO JIeT TPYOBI0 Ha CTOJ, ¥ Ka3asioch, OT ero I'POXOYYIIEro Iojloca COAPOTaeTcs caMo Hebo.

— Mangiii JIuHb, HY THL U HEronsii!

— Bamre BenmruecTBo, COracuTeCh, 3TO Kyna 3a0aBHee, yeM Kucias MuHa fAHp [IaHa?

— W 1o BepHO! Xa-xa! JIuHb, TEI MHE 10 Oylle! — CTApUK BBITHpPAJ BHICTYIIUBIINE OT CMeXa CJe3bl U
IIPOMOJIZKaJ KOJIOTUTH JIafOHBIO 10 CTOJIELIHHULIE.

Hab6momas 3a aTuM Oe3ymepKHEIM BecenbeM, JIy Cutaii BIPYT HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHUIT KCTOPHIO O TOM,
KaK Y2KOy-BaH 3aKUrajl CUTHAJIbHBIE OTHU, YTOOH pacCMeImuTh KpacaBully bao Cel. OH TO4yBCTBOBAJT
0eCIIOKOMCTBO: €CITA UCTOPUS IIOBTOPUTCS, He CTaHeT Niu oH, JIy Cunai, MpecTyIIHUKOM IIpef
BEYHOCTBIO?

HemHoro YCIIOKOMBIINCH, UMIIEPATOD IIOAHSAII T'OJIOBY. 3aMeTHB, YTO IOHOIIIA BCTPEBOXKEH, OH BMUT
IIOCEPBEI3HEII.

— Maneiit JIusb. T Be[ib AyMaellb, YTO 5 — HUKYEMHBIN ITPAaBUTENb, BEPHO?

Ot Takou pe3kou nepeMensl JIy Cunai B3APOTHYJI 1 MTHOBEHHO I1aJl Ha KOJIEHU.

— Bam CJlIyra HE CMEeT.

— Yero TH TONBKO He CMeelllb, — UMIIePaTop XOTh ¥ TOBOPHUII CYPOBO, HO I'0JI0C ero cMsArduics. OH
B3[OXHYN: — f1 BeIb C CaMOT0 POXKMIEeHUs He JKeJlal 3TOro TpoHa. MHe Obl II0J1aranock OHITh
0e33a00THEIM KHS3€M, BOT KaK CTapoMy KHA310 HUHBAHY.



— BcraBait, — uMIepaTop MpPOCTO MaxHYJ PYKOH.

[Tonb3ysch 3aTAHYBIIENUCS [1ay301, €BHYX JI10 PELInIICSd BCTaBUTh CJIOBO:

— Bamre BenuecTBo, nekapyu Haka3sbiBanu 6epedubcs BeTpa. [103BoIbTE IPOBONUTE BacC B
OTIOYMBAJILHIO.

Crapuk nocMmoTpen Ha JIto XaoaHs, TpOUrTHOPUPOBa ero u mopo3san Jly Cunasg:

— ITomotimu.

TOoT MOKOPHO PUOGTU3UIICS.

— Tvl MHe MUJI, a IOTOMY XfeT Tebs Harpaia, — UMIIepaTop CHOBa yibIOHyCS. OH 00epHYyICS K
eBHyXy: — [IpuHecu Mou Beep.

Jly Cunau cmotpern Benep JIro XaowaHw. OH gyman: Axp [II3HI0 3a IIOCT IpeMbep-MUHUCTPA
IOCTAJICS Jiell, KOTOPHIY BOT-BOT PAcCTaeT, a OH 3a 00BIYHOE MeJIKOe ITaKOCTHUYECTBO II0JTyYaeT
HaCTOSIIyI0 Harpaay. UYTo 3a uymeca?

[Toka OH TTpegaBasiCs Pa3ayMbsiM, UMIIEPATOP CHOBA 3arOBOPHIT:

— A eme g noxanyio Tebe unH. [Tomoru-ka mMue... Kakyio 0omxHOCTh Tebe gaTh?

—... Pa3Be MOKHO pa3paBaTh YUHEL BOT TaK IIPOCTO?

— Otyero xe HeT? {1 — caMOnyp, OHU U IIUKHYTh HE IIOCMEIOT.

WMmepaTop BHITJISAE TAKUM OBOJILHBEIM, OYATO TUTYI «CaMOAyp» OBLI Belnudaliiiei yecTsio. JIy
Cunai He cHepaJj OTBETHOM YIBIOKY ¥, BHOBB OITyCKasiCh HA KOJIEHU, TPOU3HEC:

— Pa3 yx Bamre BenuuecTBo — camomyp, TO Balll ciiyra GyfeT Ipy Bac MOAJIBIM JIhCTEOM!

— Xa-xa-xa! — 9Ta yiecTh nomajna TOYHO B Lenb. MMnepaTop pacxoxoTancs Tak, 4to y Jly Cumnas
3amoxkuio ymu. — Jo6po! JIuub AHbAYH, OTHEIHE Tl — MOM JIMYHBIA UMIIEPATOPCKUM HaBOPUT-
nscTel!

«JIMYHBIM UMIIEPATOPCKUM GpaBoOpUT-IbCTel», — JIy Cumalt caM ITOBTOPUII 3TH CJIOBA U PACIIJIBIICS B
IOBOJIbHOM yXMbIJIKe. ETo XK13Hb U TaK IlJla HallepeKOoCIK, TaK YTO U [AOJIKHOCTh eMy IIOAXOAuIa
ueansHo.



EBHyx nmpuHec Beep. MMmepaTop B35 ero u TyT xke npoTsuyn JIy Cumnat. [Toamepes meKy pyKo#, OH
¢ yneOKoit Habrofas, KakK I0HOIIA BEPTUT B PyKaX MOJApOK, HO BOPYT 3alllefiCS B TSIKEJIOM Kalllje.

JIto XaoraHsb MOACKOYUII K HEMY, IIOXJIONEIBAS 10 CIIUHE:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, BaM BpefieH BeTep, BEPHEMCS BO ABOpELI.

Jly Cunaii Obi omapaiieHs. TOJTbKO YTO CTAapUK CMesICS, KaK HU B UeM He OBIBaJo, a Tenephb
BBISICHUJIOCH, YTO OH HE BHIHOCHUT JlaXKe JIETKOTO NYHOBEHMUS.

— Tocymaps, Geperute cebsi, — HCKpeHHe TPOM3HEC OH, HO CIIenyoIas ¢hpasa BHIIIa HECKIATHOM:
— V BaImiero Ciyru eie CTOJILKO 3a0aB IPUIIACEHO, Bl HE MOJIKHEL.. — TYT OH IIOHSI, YTO JISIHYI
JIMIITHETO, ¥ 0CeKcs. [To m0y rpamoM moKaTHIICsS HOT: «Hy 4To 3a MOMOT, CTOMT Pa3BOJIHOBATLCS, U
SI3BIK 3aIJIETAETCS».

OpHako UMIIepaTop ¥ He IOogyMals THeBaThCs. Korma Kalenb YTHUX, OH JIUIIb YIIBIOHYIICS:

— Xoporno. Ctymaii. Kxm... 3aBTpa g 6yay xKnaTh Te0st ¢ HOBEIMU 3a0aBaMu.

Omnepmuck Ha pyKy JIio XaotaHs, CTaphlil BiIafiblka B OKPYKEHUU CITyKaHOK Me[IJIeHHO mobpen K
CBOUM IIOKOSIM.

[TompomaBmmcsk ¢ uMmepaTopoM, JIy Cusnait BIPUNPEIKKY TYCTUIICS IIPOYb, IIOUTPHIBAs ITOAAaPEHHBIM
BEEPOM.

Temepsb y HETO U Ha TOsICE BUCEI UMIIEPATOPCKUM Oap, ¥ B pyKax OB Beep U3 ABOPLa — KTO TOCMEET
ero TpoHyTh? OT PaflOCTHHIX MEIC/IEN KPYKUIach royioBa. [I0BUHYSICh IIOPLIBY IIOCKOPEE YBUAETh
I eBsITOUKY, OH MPUITYCTUII IPSIMUKOM B CTOPOHY MIMIIepaTopcKoi akafieMuH.

Ho ctouno €My 3aBEPHYTE 3d YI'OJI Y IBOPIIOBLIX ITAJIaT ¥ Ha MUT CIIOZKHUTH BE€EP, KaK OH 3aMep. y
IIpyaa C JIOTOCaMy, IMogxXKugasd €ro, CTOAJI Yxkao LI3MHKIHL B POCKOIITHOM TeMHO-(l)I/IOJ'IeTOBOM XaJaTe.

Bokpyr Oblyta TUIIb fa 61arogaTh, HO CTOMJIO KHS310 00epHYThCS U YABIOHYThCS, Kak JIy Cunai
TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEPAlle IIpefaTebCcKu eKHyno. OH pa3BepHYCS U GPOCUIICS HayTeK.

[TpaBma, He mpo0ekas OH U JeCSATH 1IAaroB, KaK 0XKUaaeMo OblJI HACTUTHYT — KpemnKas pyka YKao
[I31HK3HS MePTBOX XBaTKOM BIIENMUJIACH B €T0 JIOKOTE.
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