TJIABA 21. KOT'TA CTOJIKHOBEHUE ITPOTUBOPEYUY ITPUBOIUT K BEJIE

— Iloyemy?.. — gpozXKalll¥M, CeBLIUM IrojocoM crpocui Te CroaHs.

BeTep 3TOM HOYBIO ObII CUJIBHBIM 1 XOJIOOHBIM. HOFOBapI/IBaJII/I, YTO IIOT0Mda BOT-BOT IIEPEMEHUTCA.

[luub BaHb, OyATO ¥ He CIIBIIIA BOIIPOCA, COCPENOTOYEHHO MMOompaBisii pykasa. Ho croumno Te CioaHio
BHOBb CIIPOCHUTH «II0YEMY», OH IIOUYTH MTHOBEHHO PaCCMESIICH:

— Kcraty, s Bemb Tak u He cka3an Tebe... Teicssuepykoro byaay Toxe you .

Te CioaHb TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK I'Pydb CAaBUIIa pa3phiBaiomias 007b; KaXKIbli BAOX HaBasCs C TPYAOM.

— THI...

— Ax ga! — llusep BaHb C/10BHO 4TO-TO BCOMHMI. OH 3aJI0KUJI PYKU 3a CIIMHY U CllerKa Iofascs
BIlepe, 3ar/IsgblBasi B IUIO CIYTHUKY. — JIgHb LIUHBIOHS TOXKE IPUKOHYHUI 5. Xa-Xa... UT0, HeyXKeNu
CTpalIHO?

Te CroaHs mericTBUTEIbHO Ipobpat nensHou 03H00. Kak mor [Iuabs BaHb Tak 1eTKo u
HETIPUHYKEeHHO 00pBIBaTh XKU3HU, COXPaHsA IIPX 3TOM BHUI IIOJIHOM HeBUHHOCTH? Heyxemnu 1mo
HOYaM, B KOIlIMapax, K HEMY HUKOTIa He IPUXOOUIIN Te, KOTO OH CTyOum?

I'naps Ha MepTBeHHYIO O611emHOCTh Te CioaHs, LluHb BaHb HCIIBITEIBAI CTPAHHOE, HU C YeM He
cpaBHUMOe yroeHue. OH Tak JOJIr0 CHepKUBaJICsS, TaK [OIT0 TAUJICS — 3TO OBIIIO COBEPIIEHHO HE B
ero xapakrepe. Temeps ke, BUId IIOJIHOE OTYasiHUE OpyTa, OH OLIyIlaj BOCTOPT pa3pylleHus. ITO He
OBLIIO0 CB3aHO C YCIIEXOM [efla; MIPOCTO Ha [AyIIe CTal0 YOAUBUTEJIBLHO JIETKO, ¥ KaXI0e IBUKEHNUE
OT3bIBAIOCh BOCTOPKEHHOU APOXKbI0 BO BCEM TeTIE.

— Luub Basb... — Te CioaHb efBa IeBeIuI I00eIeBIINMU T'yOaMu.

TOT IOBOJIBHO COLTYPHUJICS ¥ PACILIBIICS B yIIEIOKE:

— T'oBopy, g cnymrato!

— HeyxXenu THL... HIKOT[Ia HE CUUTAJI MEHSI CBOUM OpaTOM?.. — 9TOT BOIIPOC, MOIHLIN Oe3HaIeKHON
HaJeXObl, MUl pa33agopun [luas BaHs.

— Hert! — XecToKue C10Ba COPBAJIUCE C €ro U3SAMHEIX I'y0. — Hukorma.

[Tvap BaHb 3alIpOKUHYIJI T'OJIOBY U pa3pa3ujicsa cMexoM. BHe3allHO OH pe3Ko Mofascs BIeper,



Brenusncs Te CioaHio B T'OpPJIO ¥ BHOBB HpI/IGHI/I3I/IH CBO€ JIMIO K €ero JIuny:

— Bparemn, s Beqb 3Hat0, TH Pafgyu MeHS U AyIiny Obl BEIHYI. Tak clenalt MUJIOCTh: OTKPOM MHE CEKpeT
CeMUIIBETHOTO KJIMHKA, U 5 I03BOJIO Tebe yutu. Mget?

Te CroaHb OlleTIeHEI0 CMOTPEeJI Ha HEero, He B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTH HHU Cj10Ba. OH-TO, B CBOEM
OCTIETIIEHWH, BePHUJI, YTO OHM Ha3BaHbIe OpaThs. Ha mese ke oH coBepleHHO He 3Has Lluub BaHs, a
TOT ¥ B I'POIII HE CTABHUJI €T0 YyBCTBA.

— He xouems roBoputs? — Llueb BaHb cTOsM Tak 0113K0, 4TO Te CloaHb KOXKel 4yBCTBOBAJI €r0
OBIXaHue.

IaxKe B TaKOil CUTyallu¥ CepAlle IpegaTebCKu 3aTpemneTano, u Te CioaHb, IPOKInHas ce0s 3a 3Ty
cn1aboCTh, U3 MOCTIETHUX CHJI CTAPaJICS COXPAHUTh Ha JuIle Oe3pa3muyue.

— IMocnymai, Te6st 30ByT Te CioaHb... UHTepecHO, He 3HAKOM 1M Th ¢ HeKuM Te ['oy? — Llunb BaHb
37106HO ycMexHyJICs. TUXul, BKpagYUBLIY IIeTIOT MITHOBEHHO IIPUKOBaJ K cebe Bce BHUMaHNe
IIPOTUBHUKA.

Te CroaHb ITOpakKeHHO yCTaBuJjICcA Ha Hero. OH XOTeJ CIIPOCUTh, kKuB u Te ['oy, rae oH ceiyac, HO
JIUIIb TIIETHO 0€33BYyYHO pa3eBast poT: LluHb BaHb CKUMaJs ropjio CIUIIKOM KPETKO, ITePEeKPhIBas
IOCTYT K BO3AYXY.

Lwuubs BaHb ciierka HaXMYPHJIICA, CJIOBHO B Pa3yMhbe, a 3aTEM UYYyTh ocnabumn XBATKY U IIPOT'OBOPHUII
MATKO, IIOYTH JIaCKOBO:

— IIpoctu, Oparel], pyka copBanach. Tak-To Tebe noymobHee 6ymeT?

Te CroaHb 3aKallUIIJICA U, TSAXKeJIO OhIIa, BEIOABUII:

— I'me Te T'oy?.. 'me oH ceruac?

[Tuap BaHb paccMmesisicsa ¥ IPUABUHYJICS IIOYTH BIUIOTHYIO. Te CroaHb ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, Kak xKap ero
IbIXaHUs 00Ker JIWI0, 0TYEro II0 IleKaM IIPOTUB BOJIM PAa3/IUJICS IYHI[OBHIM PyMSHE.

— ITomararo, o MepTB, — HeOpexkHO Opocun LluHb BaHb, MpomonKas CKUMATh ¥ OTITYCKATh IIeI0
JKEPTBHI, CJIOBHO KOT, UT'PAIOIINY C MBIIIbI0. BEII0 HESICHO, PEINI JIX OH IPUKOHYUTD €ro Ha MecTe
WU TIPOCTO 3a0aBisieTcsi. — B TOT IeHb OH UMeJI HarJIoCTh 3asBUTh, YTO S KPpaCuB. ITO MEHS
Pa3037IUIIo, U 5 OTHAJ ero Ha pacTep3aHue afenTam Y4eHus Tau-u...

Y Te CroaH$1 BOJIOCH Ha 3aTHIJIKE 3alll€BEJIUIUCH OT yZaca. Onwm PaHbIIe AoragbiBajiCda, 4TO C Te Foy
CTpACIIaCh Oema, HO Takoe XJIaJHOKPOBHOE IIPU3HAHNE JINIINJIO €TI0 IIOCIIeJHUX CHII.



— BI/I}Ky, THI HE COBCEM IIOHMMaEIb, 0 4eM s, — LluHbp BaHb ocTaBancs IIOOYEPKHYTO PAaBHOAOYIIHEIM,
X0Ts B Irpyou Te CroaHs cepane 3aBA3aJIOCh TYTUM Y3JIOM. — Tebe OJOCTATOYHO 3HATH OOHO: YMHUDAJL
OH OOJIT'O U MYYHUTEJIBHO...

— lluup Banb... ETUHCTBEHHOE, B 4YeM g BUHOBAT B 9TOM XKM3HU — 3TO B TOM, YTO HE Pa3rjsgmgen TBOe
THUJIOE HYTPO. 4 BeOb U BIPSIMb cUuTal Tebs... OpatoM... — Te CroaHb BHE3AIIHO PBAHYJICS.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO €ro IMOSICHUIIA HbIJIa OT HeYHOOHOT0 MMOJI0XKEHUS, a PyKa Bpara XeJe3Hou
XBATKOW BIMJIACh B KaObIK, OH HallleNl B ce0e CHJIbI BHIKPUKHYTH B JIMIIO IIPegaTeio: — Tkl TPOCTO
HUUYTOXKECTBO!..

IvHs BaHb NPUIYPUIICA U IPOIIUIIET:

— Bparer, ecnu TH celidac xKe He pacKpoellb CEKpeT, MHe IIPUIEeTCS UCIEITaTh Ha Tebe TakKue MyKHY,
Iepen KOTOPEIMU IIOMEPKHET faxe To, 4To BeITeprnen Te ['oy...

— lluup Bans! — B3pesen Te CroaHb.

B TOT ke MUT TIOTOK BHYTPEHHEU CUJIBI B €T'0 MepUANaHaX BHEe3aIlHO PACIINPUIICS U C OelIeHOon
CKOPOCTBIO YCTPEMHUIICA 10 KaHalaM, HallOIHSS PYKU HEBEPOSATHOU MOIIbI0. [[0OqUYUHSSICh MHCTUHKTY,
OH PEe3KO PBaHYJICA B CTOPOHY M — 0 YyAo! — CcyMeJI BEIpBaThCd U3 XBaTKu L[uHb BaH4.
[TomraTrIBasiCh, OH OTCTYIIUJ HAa HECKOJIBKO IIIAaroB, TOKa He YIIepCsl CIIMHOM B XOIOOHEINA O0pT
Kopaols.

OGpameHI/Ie <<6paTeu» 13 YCT 3TOT'O YEJIOBEKA 3BYy4daJIO0 KdK 3mennas HacMelnka. Te CioaHb efiBa He
JIMIIXAJICSA PAaCCyOdKa OT APOCTH. On OOBEPHUIJICA eMy BCEU JIYI.T.IOI;I, BEpHUII eMy 6e3pa3neano, a TOT
JIVIIE TIOMBIKAN UM. Bce ero cnamkue Ppedn OKa3aJIuCh HaCKBO3b HpOHI/ITaHHOﬁ JIOZKBIO HaYTHHOﬁ.

]_[I/IHB BaHb nuiiib pa3Bell pyKaMH, BCEM CBOMM BHUIOOM IIOKA3bIBAds, YTO €My IIJIEBATh:

— Yo, x)xaxpaews Mmectu? Hy Tak Uy ¥ BO3BMU €€...

— Lunb BaHb... 3a 4TO TH TakK co MHO#M?.. — Te CioaHb YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3€MJIsI YXOOUT M3-II0]] HOT.
Hukorga mpexpe OH He OIIyIIal TaKOTO OTYasHUS — Jake KOTfa y3Hall 0 CMepTH MacTepa Te, emy
He OBIJIO TaK TOPBKO.

Ha nuue Llueb BaHg npoCTynuiio siBHOE OTBpallleHue:

— Bcé erre He X04elTh TOBOPUTL? MBI 3HAKOMEI IOCTATOYHO [OJITO, TH JOJI)KEeH 3HATh — TePIEHHUE Y
MEHST KOPOTKOE...

Ecmu go aToro cioBa u IMOCTYIIKA LwuHbs Bansg nuiib paHuIn Te Croasns, ToO Ternepb OHU OKOHYATEIBHO
JIO6I/IJ'II/I €ro, IIPOH31B U3PaHEHHOE CePAle HaCKBO3b.



— 4 Hudero He 3Haw... — Te CioaHb YyBCTBOBaN ce0s XKaJKUM U OECIIOMOIIHEIM; CJIe3kl, KOTOPEIE OH
He MOT cepkaTh, 000KTJHU TNla3a. [laxke ceityac oH Bce elre mobun L{unb BaHs, Bce ellle MbITancs
y6emuTh cebsi, YTO BCe 3TU 3TIOAESTHUS — JIUIIL IYPHOU COH, HO IpaBAa OblIa CIIUIITKOM OYEeBUIHOM.
Kak oH MOT 3TO IPUHSTH?

Lluabs BaHb 3aKpHII T7Ia3a W, B3OOXHYB, CJIeTKa 3agpall Moa00pOIoK:

— Te Cioans, 5 Befib 0 Tebe Xe MeKych. Heyxkenu Th He MOHMMaelb? M3HavyanbHO ['1aBa xoTen
JIALIBb BHIBEATh TallHYy COKPOBHUIL. JTO TBOKM MacCTep CaM HaIllPOCHUJICS Ha HENMPUATHOCTHU, U U3-3a €ro
YIIPSIMCTBA BCS Ballla iepeBHS Obljla CTepTa C JHUla 3eMJIH...

Te Croanb 4yBCTBOBaJ, 4TO [{uHb BaHb MXKeT, HO He HAXOOUJII CJIOB, YTOOB BO3PA3UTh, U JIUIIIb
OTYAsIHHO KadaJl TOJIOBOM:

— HerT, Bce OBUIO He Tax.

— Vi3HavanbHO MHE HYXKHO OBIJIO JIMIIL IPUCMaTPUBaTh 3a TOOOM, ITOKa He siBUTCS ['11aBa, — L{uHDb
BaHb OTKpHII r1a3a. [IpexkHIS SpoCTh WCUe3ya, CMEHUBIINCH TPUTBOPHEIM yuacTreM. OH 06Ben
pykou mamny0y, MemmeHHo npubnuxkasack K Te CioaHto. — Ho Teneps Bce 3anyTanock. [IocMoTpu Ha
HUX: 9TH «O00JIECTHHIE TePO» U3 UMEHHUTHIX IIKOJT Ha KaXKOOM YTy KpudaT, YTO0 60raTCTBO — JIMIIb
TJIEH, a CaMH, IIPO3HaB 0 Tebe, CIeTeIUCh CI0fa KaK CTePBATHUKU. Mup 60eBbIX KCKYCCTB XKECTOK, Te
CrooaHb. U TOT, KTO 3HAET CIUILIKOM MHOTO, YMUPAET IIEPBBIM...

Te CroaHb BHE3AIIHO YCIIOKOHIJICA. ['HeB u rope HUKyla He OeJINCh, HO Ha CMEHY MM IIPHUIIJIO CTPAaHHOEe
XJIaOAHOKPOBHE. On maxe KPHUBO YCMEXHYJICS:

— W 9T0 XKe, IO-TBOEMY, MHE I€JIaTh?

Lluap Baub cierka yneIOHYIICS, YBEPEHHBIHN B CBoel mobene:

— 4 3Halo, 4TO KapTa cokpoBuil y Te6s. OTHali MHe KapTy ¥ OTKpOi ceKpeT CeMUIIBETHOTO KJIMHKA.
B3aMeH 51 He TOJIbKO COXpaHio Tebe KU3Hb, HO ¥ 3aMOJIBJIIO 3a Te0Os CII0BEYKO Imepen ['naBoii...

— W papu sToro Tel MeHs TpaBun? — ronoc Te CioaHs mpuoOpes CTPaHHBINA OTTEHOK.

Ho Lluus Banb aT0or0 He 3aMeTus. OH MIPOJOJIKal YIMBATLCS COOCTBEHHEIM MHUMEIM 61aTOPOICTBOM
¥ [lake MOJOLIEN BIJIOTHYIO, TO-APY2KECKY MOJI0KMUB pyKy Te CioaHIO Ha IIJIedo:

— KoneuHo, 310 OB171 5. M 9T0 TOXKe papu TBoero ke O6nara! Ecnu Ob TH CcTanm AypadykoM, TO...

ITuue BaHb BHe3anHo ocekcs. I1o Teny, NIpsMo B palloHe Cepplia, Pa3/IuiIc JIefleHALUN X010 —
TOYb-B-TOUb KakK HefaBHO y Llsub JIunsg. OH X0Ten cka3aTh: «Ecnu ObI THI IMIIMIICS PacCynKa, Tebs



OBl HE y'6I/IJ'II/I €CJIn He IIPDUHUMATE ITOPOIIOK CIIMIIKOM OOJIT0, MO3T Ol He IIOCTpadall...»

Te CroaHb, CJIOBHO OT yAapa TOKOM, OTHEPHYJI PYKY U B y2Kace OTIPSHYI Ha3af.

Llvub BaHb OMyCTUI B3TJIAM Ha JJafOHHBIN KJIMHOK, BOH3EHHBIM €My B IPydb, ¥ TOPLKO, IOYTH
CaMOUPOHUYHO YCMEXHYJICA. DTOT HOX nomapuil Te CroaHto oH caM. OH ke TOJIbKO YTO METHYJI ero B
IpyTa, ¥ Telnephb TOT BEPHYJ I0JapoK, BOTHAB CTajlb €My B IIJI0Th. [I0MCTHHE, BO3Me3[He CyLIeCTBYeET.
Ho 3a Bce Te 3107esHUS, YTO OH COBEPIINJI, TaKasi CMEPTh He KaXKeTCS JIU CIIUIIKOM JIETKOU?
BrpoueMm, OH HU 0 YeM He XkaJjiesl. Pa3Be CTOUT XKUTh, eClii Tebe He CyKIEeHO BO3BHICUTLCS HaJ
TOJITION ¥ IMIPOXKUTD KU3HB SIPKO, B caMoM IieHTpe Oypu? HeT-HeT, 0H Bce XKe moxaren... [loxanen,
YyTO BhIOPA/I HEBEPHEIN moaxof. [laxe y TaKoro nmpocraka, Kak Te CioaHb, €CTh IIpefes TEPIEHUIO.
Crowusio u manblile IeHCTBOBATh JIECTHIO ¥ 0OMaHOM, 3a4YeM OH COPBAJICS Ha YIPO3HI B 9TOT pas?..

Te Croanb, 60T BECTh 0 YeM gyMas, BHE3allHO CHOBa nogbexan K L{uap Banto. OgHOM pyKOH OH
IIOAXBATHUJI €r0 3a IJIeY0, a OPYTYI0, APOXKalllylo, IPOTAHYJI K PYKOATH KIUHKA.

[luub BaHb B 04epeHOM pa3 youBUIICS COOCTBEHHOM OecrieuHoCcTU. [IoyeMy OH [0 MOCTIeTHEr0 He
xkpan ynapa? [ToToMy nu, 4To B rinyoune aymu Bepuil: Te CioaHb HUKOTHA He TIOJHUMET Ha Hero
pyky? Wnu moToMy, 4TO caM, He NIpH3HaBasCh B 9TOM faxe cebe, JOBEPsI eMy Oe3pa3fesibHO?
Celiyac OH 4yBCTBOBAJI JIUIIb HEBEIHOCUMYIO YCTAJIOCTh. [laxke TOBOPUTH HE XOTEJIOCH.

«Hapo e, 9TOT 00JIBaH HAKOHEI[-TO HayuuJicsi OUTh Bpara 6e3 morragsl. PacTeT Hapg coboi», —
oTcTpaHeHHO mogyman [{uues Baub. A ceqoM MenbKHYIa Apyras MeICTL: «OH X04eT BOTHATh KITMHOK
norny6:xe, 9TOOH ST TOCKOPee UCIYCTHI AyX? BumaTh, 1 0oOMBATh PAHEHHIX €T0 KU3Hb Hayuyusa. YTo
3K, MOJIOZEIL...»

[Tepen rnasamu y LluHb BaHs Bce Hauano pacIIbIBAThCS, a B TPYIU CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE XOJIOMHEE.
3HAYUT, 3TO U €CTh CMEPTH?

Hy u nycTs. B KOHIIe KOHI[0B, OH U CaM He 3HaJl, pagy 4ero Xujia. YMep — Tak yMep.

OpHaKo B yIIax CTOSJI HA30MJIUBEIM BCXJIUII, MEIIAUIKY T0K0K. CJI0BHO MyXa Hafl yXOM: XXX,

— Kaxk e THI IIyMUIIIb... — CKBO3b 3yOn! BhImaBua LluHbs Baub. Bugut He60, Kaxkaoe CJI0BO
OT[IaBajIOCh B PaHe MYYUTEJIbHOU CYAOPOTOM, BEITATHBAS IIOCIEeIHNE CUJIHL.

— He ymupaii, Lluss Bans, s He HAPOYHO... { IPOCTO... IPOCTO TaK Pa303JIUICH...

Te CroaHb Tak ¥ He PEIINJICS BOTHATh KIMHOK I'1y0xKe. BMecTo 3TOro oH IPUHSJICS CYLOPOXKHO
xjonaTh 1{uHb BaHs 1o 1mekam, mbITasiCh MIPUBECTH B YYBCTBO. ['0710C €T0 ApoKaJl, MpepriBasich
PBIDAHUSIMH.



LIuup Banb efiBa He 3aJ0XHYJICS OT BO3MYILIEHUST:

— Kaxkoii xKe THl BCE-TaKHu... iypakK... — Yepe3 CUJTy IIPOroBOpPu OH. — ECyu He X04ellb, YTOORI S
COOX... BBITAQIY yXKe 3TOT HOX...

Te CroaHb B IaHUKE 3aCYEeTHUJICA, HO TaK U He PEIINUJICAd KOCHYTBECA OPYXKHUA:

— ITunb BaHb, S OT CTAPUKOB CIIBIIIAN... €CITA PaHa B CaMOM CepIle, TO CTOMT BHITALIUTh HOX — U
BCE, YeJIOBeK Cpa3y IIOMpPeT OT MOTepy KPOoBH!

ITvuap BaHb ejBa He CKOHYAJICS HA MECTE OT 3TOU IJIYIIOCTH.

— Jla moyeMy TH TaKO# 0eCTONIKOBLIHA?.. TH ke YOUTH MEHS XOTeJl... TaK I104eMy He LeJIUCs
nyuite?.. TH X... B cepAlle He MOoNaJl... MUMO...
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