[I>xepu Mom4a ciemoBal 3a ToMOM, TOTPyKEeHHBIN B pa3gymbs. C TOTO CaMOTr0 MOMEHTA, KaK OHU
MHHOBAJIA BeIMYECTBEHHOE 3MaHre 6aHKa ['PUHTOTTC, OH He MMPOPOHUIT HU CJIOBA.

Ha Tome Puppnne ceropss Obiyia UepHas MaHTHUS — elBa OHU IOKHUHYIH «[IBIPSABBEIN KOTEI» U
OKa3ajucCh B TECHOM BHYTPEHHEM OBOPHKE, OH IIOCTIEIINI n30aBUTLCA OT CBOEM HeJeIoM, IOKPEITON
3amnaTtaMu KypTku. [Tocne yxoma mpodeccopa [lambngopa MexXay HUMU BOLlapUjIach TULIMHA. TOM He
HaBSI3BIBAJI CBOE OBIIECTBO, JIUIIb OMOIKHUI [[KepH HECKOIbKO CTAaPhIX KHUT, YTOOB TOT MOT XOTh
HEMHOT'0 pa300paThCs B YCTPOMCTBE 3TOTO HEMIOCTUXKUMOTO Marniyeckoro Mupa. JI:xkepu xe He
cobuparcs Bectu ce0s KaK [OKY4INBLIM peOeHOK U JOHMMATh CTAPILIET0 PAacCIpOCaMU; OH IIPUBHIK
NOBePSITh COOCTBEHHBIM TJla3aM, CUMTasA, YTO JIUYHbIE HAOIIoOfeHUs Kya HajlexkKHee YyKUX CJIOB.

OHu puObIIK CIOla PaHO YTPOM, CITyCTSI TPU [HS IOCJIe BU3UTa mpodeccopa.

Kuuru oTkpbinu [I2Kepu MHOTOE, U B €T0 AyIlIe KPEeIIo CTPaHHOEe, HE3HAKOMOe MTPexk/e YyBCTBO. He
pa3 BOCXUTUBILUCH Yy[AecaM Maruu, OH HEBOJIBHO OIIYTHU/I HEIIPUSI3Hb K CBOEMY ITPOLITIOMY U BCEMY
MarjoBCKOMY MUPY, OHAKO 3TO HUYYTh HE IIOPTUJIO €My HaCTPOEHUS.

[Toka OHUM He OCTaHOBUJIUCH IIepen BEICOKUM 3JaHuEM U3 OCJIEIIUTEJIbHO 0eoro KaMHs.

BpOHBOBBIe AOBEPHU CUAIIN YHCTOTOH, He 3alsiTHAaHHLIE HA eINHOM IBIIMHKON. MaCcCHBHBIE KOJTIOHHE B
AHTUYHOM CTHIIE IIOOIINPAIn (bacan, d BEIYYPDHAA BBIBECKaA I'JlaCHJla, YTO IIepeg HUMHU — FpI/IHl"OTTC.

— 9710 6aHK BOJIIEOHUKOB, — JIAKOHUYHO mosscHUI ToMm Punmn.

PapocTHOE Bo30yxmeHue [[Kepyu MIrHOBEHHO yracyio. CKphiBasi ITy00Koe pa304apoBaHUeE, OH JIUIIh
BEKJTHBO KUBHYIL.

Y Hero He OBLIIO HYA €UHOTO CUKJISA.

Korga Tom Pupnn yxke coOupascs BOUTH B MarasuH MaHTU# MagaM MankuH, [[:kepu He BhiiepxkKal u
IIOTSAHYJI €r0 3a PyKas.

— IIpocTuTe, — mMOABIEHHO IPOU3HEC OH. 3aMETUB BOIIPOCUTEIbHEIM B3I 00epHyBIIerocs Toma,
MaJIbYUK OTIYCTHUJI €70 PYKY ¥ CMYIIIEHHO KOCHYJICS KOHUMKa Hoca. — Ho... BH XKe TOHUMaeTe, y
MeHs HeT HU I'polla, a 9TH... — OH C TOpeyYblo IOKOCUJICS Ha LIEHHUKH 3a CBEPKAIOIIUM CTEKJIOM
BUTPHHEL.

— 910 He mpobneMa, — Tom Pupmmn mobpoxkenaTenbHO YIBIOHYIICS U, YTO OBIBAJIO KpalHe PedKo,
o0ofpsiiollie TTOXJIONAN ero 1o maedy. — B XorsapTce cyInecTByeT crienraabHbli Gorn. OH moMoraet
TAKHUM... KaK MHI.

— Ham? — yguBuncs [xepu.



— Pasymeertcsi. — Tom Pugnn siBHO mpeOkIBajl B XOPOIIIEM PACIIONOXKEHUH AyXa U JaxKe T03BOJIUII
cebe momyTuTh: — HeyxKenu TH He CIIbIIIAN, 4TO B mpuioTe Koynma xuBeT «danTaszep Tom»?

— 4 gyman, Bac 3afieBaioT Mofgo0HEIE Pa3rOBOPHL... — [[2KepHu MOYyBCTBOBa HEJTOBKOCTh. OH IepeBen
B3TJISIM Ha (GMOJIETOBYIO CTEKJISTHHYIO IBEPh Mara3wHa, KOTOpasi CJIOBHO MPHUTJIAIlaia UX BOUTH, U
IPUHSIJICS MTPUCTANILHO e U3y4aTh, CTapasiCh CKPHITh COOCTBEHHYIO TIIYIIOCTh.

Tom Pupapmm mokadas roIoBOM:

— Bo3MokHO, Kora-To ¥ 3afeBanu. Ho 3T0 Begb HUYET0 He MeHsIeT, BepHO? [IypHbIe BOCTIOMUHAHUS
TOXE MOTYT CTaTh TOMJIMBOM ISt aMOunuii. YTOOHL... B KOHIIe KOHI[OB IIOCTPOUTE KU3Hb, KOTOPAs
OymeT mpuHafIeXaTh TOIBKO Tele.

— Bel mpaBsl, — [Ikepu 00epHYIICS K I0HoIIe. [TI9As B ero yBepeHHoe JUI0, OH fobaBuinl: — U
npodeccop Jambamop He omubCs. Brl IeliCTBUTEIBHO BHIIAIOIIUNCS YeI0BEK.

— O, Ha caMoM fieJie MHe He CIIMIIKOM HPaBUTCS 3TOT CTapkhlil 6e3ymell. X0Ts, BO3MOXKHO, OH He TaK
yXK u ctap, — ToM Punpnn 3arosopiuiiky nogMursyn [Ixepu. — Ho ero ypoku, Hago IIpu3HaTh,
BechbMa 3aHUMaTeNbHEL. OH ImpenofaeT B XorsapTce TpaHCHUTYPAIIKIO.

I>xepu Beceso yNIbIOHYJICS ¥ KUBHYJ, COTJIaIliasicCh.

— MEHI He MOXKeM II03BOJIUTL ce0e JIMIITHeTo, — CTpOro mmpenymnpenun ToMm Pummn, 3aMeTHB, Kak
,'[[}Kepn 3daCMaTPHUBAETCA Ha TEMHYIO BUTPUHY 300Mdlrda3vHaA. — Yuenuueckuu Bay4dep XOl"BapTCEl
IIOKPEIBAET TOJILKO CaMoOe€e HGO6XO,'E[I/IMO€. KpOMe ITKOJIBHBIX HpHHaHHe}KHOCTeﬁ, €ro NMMpuMyT pa3Be
4YTO B KHM2KHEIX JIaBKaX, YTOOBI THI MOT 6paTb y‘IGGHI/IKI/I Ha KaHUKYJIBI — 3TOI'0 BIIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO.
Ecnu Tebe Tak YK HY2KHBI KaDMaHHBI€ JE€HbI', MO2XKEIb ITOIIBITATh CUYACThA U HaAUTH HOHpaGOTKy, HO
S He COBETYIO TPATUTLCSA Ha OOPOTUX ITATOMIIEB.

OH BBICKA3aJl 9TO MI0-O0MEKYHCKHU IMPSMO, 0T4ero [IKepH cjerka ImoKpacHer.

— IMpocTuTe, CTAPUIEKYPCHUK.

— 30Bu MeHd n1pocTo ToM, — Pupan B3bepoluni eMy BOJIOCHEL. B 9TOM XeCTe CKBO3UIIa Jierkas
yCTaJoCTh U ejBa yJI0BUMas I'PyCTh.

— Ilpumnu, — rpoMKo 00BbSIBUTI OH.

OHU 0CTaHOBUIIKCH NIEPE]] BETXUM 3aBefieHreM. TOM B3JICA 3a 3aCajleHHYI0 PYUYKY JBEPU U IIEPBHIM
BTOJKHYJI [I;)Kepy BHYTPb.

3onoTas BeIBecka OmnmuBaHaepa Obllla TaKOM XKe IpeBHEW, KaK U caMa JlaBKa, HO OYKBEI Ha HeW ellle



OKOHYaTe/IbHO He 0051e31u. Ha BUTpHHE iekan TOHKUY CJIOM I, a (proseToBas MOAyIKa, Ha
KOTOPOY KOT'[a-TO IIOKOUJIAcCh ITajlo4uKa, BhIIBeIa [0 JIyYaMy COJIHIA.

EnBa oHU IepecTynuIu I0POr, MEeIOAUYHO 3BIKHYI KOJIOKONbYUK. CTOSBIINY Ha JIECTHUIE
OnnuBaHnep 06epHYICS U aKKypaTHO BEPHYII IJIMHHYI0 KapTOHHYI0 KOPOOKY Ha II0JIKY, 3aBaJeHHYIO
COTHSIMU TaKUX Xe QyTISIpoB.

— IToOpblit IeHb, — CTApUK ITPOBOPHO CIIYCTUIICS BHU3. B ero ronoce 3Bydana HemnogmenbHast
pamocTh. — { MOMHIO Bally, MOM Malb4yuK. TpHHAAIATH C IIOJIOBUHOM [IOMMOB, TUC, IEPO (QeHUKCa.
OOHO U3 MOUX JIyYLIUX TBOPEHUN.

— BepHo, cap. Byaro aTo 6b1710 Buepa, — ToM cierka IOATONKHY 3aCThIBIIEro [IxKepu Brepes.

— A Temeps, 3HAYMT, ITOT IOHHIM [XKEHT/IEMEH MIPHUIIEN 3a CBOel manoykoi? Hy-Ka, gaiTe mocMoTpIo.
Kakas pyka y Tebs pabouyas? — OnnrBaHOep OIepcs Ha IPUIaBOK U IIPUCTAIbHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha
MaJb4uKa.

— O... mpaBasi, c3p, — oTBeTuUn [IKepu, Ipuxoas B ceos.

TyT XKe U3 SIMKa BEICKOYMIIA IJIMHHAS U3MePUTEJIbHAS JIEHTa U MPUHSIACh CAMOCTOSITEIIbHO
00MepsITh €ro, KakK 9To OBIJI0 B Mara3uHe MaHTui. [llupuHa ey, AMHa PYK, PaCCTOSTHUE MeXMOY
KOJIEHSIMU, 00XBaT T'OJIOBEL ¥ JaxKe PACCTOSHUE MeXAy HO3OpsiMU — [[;Kepu 3aBOPOKEHHO Habiomanl,
KaK Iepo CIEIIHO 3aluChiBaeT JaHHbIe, ToKa OJITMBaHAep BEITACKUBAT U3 ITKahOB KOPOOKH,
TPOMO3MS UX Mepel MaTbuyuKOM.

— Ornbxa, [IeBATH II0UMOB, BOJIOC efiHOpora. [JoBonabHO rubkas. Hy ke, monpobyi B3MaxHYyTh.

Croumo JIKepu KOCHYTLCS JepeBa KOHYHNKAMHU T1ajblieB, Kak OJITUBAHOEDP TYT K€ BHIXBATHUII €€
obpaTHo.

— Her-Hert, He T0. Bo3bMu 3Ty. fIceHb U cepAedHas Xuia JpakOHa, ABEHAAaTh JI0MMOB, YMEPEHHO
yopyras.

I>Kepu B3MaxHYJ IIaJI0OYKOM — U C IOJIOK IIOCHIIANXACh QyTasapsl. OH yCIIes JUIIb MeTbKOM ITOMMaTh
oboppstomuii B3risan ToMa, Kak OninBaHzep B BO30YKIeHUU BhIPBaJI U 9Ty Nal04Ky.

— Her, onpepenesHo He 0OHa. YTO XK, TOrga BOT 3Ta, BHE BCIKUX COMHEHUN. — B pyKy Ma/lb4yuKy JIer
TEMHBIN, TIOYTU YePHBIM HHCTPYMeHT. — [Iiolll, cepaleBruHa — KOroTh ChUHKCA. MBI, MacTepa,
Ha3blBaeM UX TaJOHaMH. [IBeHaAlaTh C IOJIOBUHOU [IOMMOB.

,H}KepI/I CXKaJl PYKOSATh X €IBad 3aMETHO IIEBEJIbHYII 3allsICThEM. MpaqHaH KOMHATa BOAPYT 03apUjiaChb
SAPKUM CBETOM. W3 KoHYMKa Nanouyku BEIPBAJICSA CHOII aJIbIX UCKP, OHX OTHEHHBIM KOJIBIIOM
IIPOHECIINCE II0 JIaBKE U MEJIEHHO UCTAasJIn y HOT H}Kepn



— O, npeBocxogHo! — OnnuBaHAep 3aannogupoBal. — [Iy0OKu yM, CKPHITHIM BHYTPHU, U
IPefaHHOCTh, He 3HAlolIas nperpaf. Bul OymeTe oueHb BEPHBEIM IPYTOM, MOJIOfOH YenoBek. KcTaTu
TOBOPS, 3TO OTIMYHAS [TaJ04yKa OJ1 HaJl0XKEeHUs IToOMeX. YIIaKoBaTh?

— 9-3... ga, moxanykcra. Cnacubo, — mocmemHo nobnarogapun [Ixepu.

— C Bac IATH 30JI0THIX Talle0HOB, — ONIMBaHAEp MPOTSIHYT YIIaKOBAHHBEINA CBEPTOK.

ToM, 0o 9TOro CTOSIBIIINI B CTOPOHE, HETPOMKO KalllJITHYJI, IIPUBJIEKAS BHUMAHKE, U IIOCTy4all
KOCTSAIIKAMH IIaJIbLIEB II0 IIPHUIIABKY:

— T'ocmoguu OnnuBaHOep, onnaTa u3 GoHma XoreapTca.

MaCTep IIOCMOTPEJI C IOHNMAaHHUEM. OH BBITAITUI U3-TI0 IIpUjiaBKa CTAPYIO KHUTY U IIPHUHAJICSA
OEJIOBUTO €€ JINCTAaTh.

— Taxk-Taxk... Uma?

— Ixepu... — Tom GpoCUI Ha CMYTUBIIETOCS MabulKa YCIOKaUBaIOUINH B3TTIAL.

Ha MraoBeHue moBuciia TUIIKHA. OJIIMBaHAED MPOLOJIZKAJ U3y4YaTh 3anucu. MacTepy sIBHO XOTEJI0Ch
YTO-TO MOGABUTE, HO OH He HaXOMUJI IIOAXOMSINEro I0Bofa, a [[xxepu 1 ToM OBLIM B YEM-TO TIOXOKH —
o0a He TepIeny mycTol 6ONTOBHMU.

— A, BOT u BHI, MuUcTep [I2Kepu, — CTapuK PafoCTHO yKa3as Ha CTPaHUILY.

O6rryHOe uMs 6e3 paMuIuy BHITIIAIENIO TaM CTPAHHO U CUPOTIIUBO. [[KepH Kpernye cxKajl Py4dKu
IIaKeTOB, YYBCTBYS ce0s1 KpaliHe HEYIOTHO.

ToMm BBIPYYHII €T0. CremnisHo IIOITPOIIABIINCE C OHHI/IBaHHGPOM, OHH ITIOKUHYJIN JIaBKY.

Korpa onu BN U3 «[IBIPSBOTO KOTIa», Y2Ke Hadyarao CMepKaThCs. [IBa Manb4yrKa B OeqHOM
MarjIOBCKOHY OfieXK/e Inaraiu 10 JOHOOHCKUM yiaulaM. ['0pof BHIISAEN YHBUIBIM U IIYCTHIM, CHET IIOf
HOTaMHU IIPEBPATUIICS B I'PsI3HOE MecHBO. OHU LIUIM MO/I4a, TAXKEJO CTyIlas 110 BlIaXKHOU 3eMJie, ITI0Ka
[I>Kepu He PELIUIICA HapyIIUTh TUIINHY:

— ToM, a TBOM POMHBEIE — BOJIIIIEOHUKY ?

— He Bce, — oTBeTun ToM. — 4 nuIlb 3HAl0, YTO BO MHE TEUET KPOBb CHI/ISGpI/IHa, HO He yBEpeEH, 110
OTIIOBCKOM JTUHUHU UJIH 110 MaTepHHCKOfI.



[Kepy u3yMIeHHO 3aMep:

— CnuzepuHa?! — B ero ronoce 3a3By4asia HeCKpeIBaeMasi 3aBUCTh. — ¢ uuTaj 00 3TOM B KHUTaX.
On Bempb oOMH U3 OCHOBaTejel Xoresaprca!

— Ia, HO OpeBHUE POJa UMEIOT CBOKCTBO BEIPOKAATHCSH, — OGpocusl ToM ¢ HEKOTOPEIM
npeHebpexenneM. — Tak 4To camo 10 cebe 3TO He HaeT GOJbIIOT0 IPEeUMYIIeCcTBa.

— A s B IPUIOTE C CAaMOT0 poxaeHusi. Hu uMeHu, HY Belllel, maxe MejeHoK He Ovlno. [Isams Maik
pacckasbiBall, UYTO MEHS YyTh HE pa3faBU/Ii — HEe 3aMEeTU/IM U e[Ba He HaCcTynunu, — [lxKepu
3a[yM4HuBO IMHYJ KaMelleK. — [locie ero cMepTu MeHs B IIPOIIJIOM I'ofy IiepeBenu B npuioT Koyna.
MHe TaMm He HpaBuTcs. CTtapiire o0MKaOT MIAAIIAX, MIIafilliue — TeX, KTo elle ciabee. ['ymo Bcé
370. OHM BeYHO HacMeXaJluCh Haio MHOU M3-3a TOT0, YTO Y MeHs HeT (GaMUujIuu...

— O, He Gepu B TonoBy, [[2Kepu, — mpepsat ero xkaao0s ToM. — MBI He Takue, KaK 3TH Marjibl. B
HaIMX XKUlaX TeyeT O1aropogHas KpoBb, 3TO YK TOYHO.

OH m0-X03s¥CKY MPUOOHST [[Kepu 3a IJIeUr U CUITbHO B3BEPOLINII €MY BOJIOCHL.

— 3HaeIb, TH KyOa IpusaTHEE TE€X BEICKOYEK, YTO Y4YaTCA B IIIKOJIE. OTH HalbIIEHHEE NHOIOKA U3
«XOPOIINX CeMeii» BeYHO BeOyT cebst HaryIo U BEICOKOMEPHO. A HuKorma He CITyCKalO UM TaKOrO.

ToM MIMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS, ¥ 9TO PE3KO KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO C CEPHIM, YTPIOMBEIM 'OPOIOM.

— Trt co CnuzeprHa, ToM... XoTen O 1 5 TONACTH TyAa, — [IKepHu MpUKaJCI K ero maeuy. —
[IpokngaTasa cTyXa.

— Ecnu B Tebe ecTs ambuniuy u cuna, npepu CnusepuHa OTKPOIOTCS mepen To60i, — 3arafjouHo
ycMexHycsa ToM.

[Kepu TUXO ITOBTOPUIL:

— AmOunvu u cuna? YTo XK, a ecyu 5 MpocTo Oyay cliefoBaTh 3a TOOOM?

OH XUTPO MPUIIYPUIICS U YIBEIOHYIICS.

— A BOT 9TO — II0-HACTOSIIEMY CIIM3EPUHCKUY ITOIX0M, — ONOOPUTEILHO Tpou3Hec ToM.

IBe GUryphl, BEICOKas ¥ MMOHUKE, yBelIaHHbIE CTPAHHBIMU CBEPTKAMMU, CKPBITUCh B CYyMEpKaXx,
OCTaBJISAsl Ha TaJIOM CHETY POBHYIO IIETIOUKY CllenoB. Penkue nmpoxoxue He ofpamany Ha HUX
BHUMAaHUS — B TAKyl0 MEP3KYyI0 OTONY JTofel Kyna 6osbine 3a60THII0, KOTHA Ke HaKOHel]



3aKOHUYHUTCS 3TOT 0ECKOHEUHBIH X0JIO0.
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