I'naBa 8. CioaHBIMH

Bait FO#itan ObLI U3 TeX JTIOAEH, YTO HEM3MEHHO MIPUTSATUBAIH K ce0e B30PH.

MyXYUHH [IEHUIN ero 3a 0e3yIepKHYI0 YOallb ¥ CTPOITHUBEIN HPaB, MTyCTh MMOPOM €r0 HaMEHHOCTh U
nmepexonuna Bce rpaHuibl. O XXKeHIIMHAX ¥ TOBOPUTH Heuero: [IATwi rocriogus bait — OT cTaTHOU
BHEIITHOCTH [0 OCTPOT0 YMa, OT IIMPOTHl AYIIH 10 HECMETHHIX 60TaTCTB — OBLI IIPEHeioM UX
MeYTaHMH.

B Mupe pek u 03€p pegKo KoMy yOaéTCs 0CTaThCS caMuM co6oii, Ho Balt FOiTaH CTOSIIT 0COOHSIKOM.
Henb3s ckas3ath, 4TO €To0 JII0OUIK BCE TOTOJIOBHO — CKOpee HaoOopOoT, TeX, KTO BTalHe MUTAJ K HEMY
JIIOTYI0 HEHABUCTH, XBATUJIO OB HA IeIyI0 apMuio. OgHAKO...

HukTo He ocMenuBancs ITPOU3HECTH ITO BCIIYX.

CIHINKOM MHOTHE JIMIIKJIACH XXU3HH JIUIID 33 TO, YTO UMEJIM HEeOCTOPOXKHOCTh CKa3aTh Ipu [IaToM
TOCIIOIMHE HeYTO, IPUIIEAIIeecs: eMy He 10 BKycy. OH ObIT HCTHHHEIM BECTHUKOM Oe[ibl, 1
OONBUIMHCTBO CIYYAWHBIX BCTPEYHEBIX IIPEANOYNTaIN 000NTH ero CTOPOHO!, UL OBl HE HaBJIeYh HA
cebst rHeB «Beoro cokona».

Ho kakuMm Obl rpo3HBIM HU Obl Bait FO#TaH, 9T0 HUYYTh He Mellanio copaTHUKaM YxkaHb YKao U3 ero
POIHOU IIKOJIEL CMOTPETh Ha HETO C HECKPhIBaeMbIM pa3fpaxeHueM. CIUIIKOM YK OHU IEKJIUCH O
CBOEM MiafiIeM cobpare.

Oco6eHHO ycepaCcTBOBaJl TOT, Koro YxkaHb YKao Ha3Bal «BTOPHIM CTapimiuM 6patom». Hu IIuHbSH,
Y€ JIUII0 0OBIYHO HAIIOMHUHAJIO 3aCTHIBIIYIO TTILIOY JibAa, Ipu Buae basi MTHOBEHHO TEpS
camoobyafjlaHuie, ¥ Ha ero Jiuile MPOCTYyIiano riay0odaiiliee mpe3peHue.

Bai1 IO#iTan uCKpeHHe He ITIOHUMAJI, YeM yCIleJl TaK HaCOJIUTh BCEU IIKOJie YKaHs pa3oM.

— Ilocnyma#n, KoTspa...

HoroBoputh eMy He ganu. Hu IIuHbSIH B3MaxHYJ MUPOKUM OeNlbIM pyKaBoM, 1 UxkaHb YKao, HEJIOBKO
Ka4yHYBIINUCh, HEBOJILHO OTCTYnuJ oT bau FOuTaHa.

[IsATEIY TOCTIONMH BHYTPEeHHe Hampsrcs. [IBuKeHue ObII0 eBa YIOBUMBIM, HO BEIIABAIO B
HE3HAKOMIIe MacTepa BHICOUAMIIEr0 YPOBHSI.

— CroaHbIIMH, TIOUOEM CO MHOM, HYKHO HaiTu Cl0aHbTUH, — JIEISTHEIM TOHOM IIPOU3HEC YEJIOBEK B
6emnom. — Ilocne TOTO, YTO CNIy4unnoch B CIHBbAHE, OHA He YCIIOKOUTCS, II0Ka caMa He OCMOTPUT TBOU
panbl. MHaye 30ech BCE B3JIETUT Ha BO3OYX...



Bait HOiitan HaxMmypuncsa. OH He IOHWMaJ HYU CJI0Ba: UMeHa, KOTOPBe Ha3kiBasl 3TOT YeJIOBeK, OBIIu
€My COBepIIeHHO He3HaKOMbl. OH faxe He OBUI yBePeH, K KOMy TOT o0palaeTcs.

— Kr0 Takou 9ToT CroaupnuH? Y KT0 Takass CIOQHbTHH?

Hu LlyuHbSH Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMepP U 9yThb CMATYHUIICA, XOTA BO B3TJIsAe BCE eIlé CKBO3HUJIa ropeys.

— Tebe nyuiie 3TOro He 3HaTh. M BIpenb He cMelt oKy4aTh CI0aHBIMHY.

«JTa uT0 3TO emé 3a CroaHbluH Takou?!» — Bait FOiiTaH efiBa crepxKuBajcs, YTOOL He B30pPBaThCS OT
HETOOBaHUS.

U Tyt oH yBUfAeN, Kak YkaHb YKao eiBa 3aMETHO IOAXKa I'y0HL.

— bpar bai1, CroaHblIH... 3TO 4.

OtBeT OBIN He U3 MpUITHEIX. Ho pa3 3To mpousHéc Yxkanb YKao, 3HAYUT, TaK 0HO U Ob110. OH HE
ymen nraTtk. Ho BcE xe...

— [Touemy Brpyr TH cTan CroaHbUMHOM?! — BCKumen bau.

OH B HETOOOBaHUU YKa3aJl CBOMM BEEPOM U3 6emnoro He(l)pI/ITa, BOIIJIOIIEHHEM €T0 IET0JIbCTBa U
0ecreYHOCTH, Ha MOJIOMIOTO YeJIOBeKa B CUHEM IIEJIKE.,

CKOJIBKO elllé TalH CKPBIBA/I OT HETO 3TOT «MMIIePaTOPCKUM KOT»? CKOIbKO HEJOMOIBOK OH Tausl B
rayOuHe OyInH, He Xejas UMU OeTUThCS?

Bait FOiiTaH oyt MEUMONETHOE CMsiTeHue. Brimo v y Hux BooOiie Oyayiiee, ecinu YxkaHb YKao
BEYHO BO3[BUTaJl MEXy HUMU HEBUAMMEIE CTEHHI?

Bomnpoc Bas nmpo3By4as pe3ko, ORITh MOXKET, YePECUYD, HO B CIIOKUBILIEHCS CUTYAL[MH 3TO Ka3aJIoCh
ompaBpaHHEIM. [Taxe caM YxkaHb UKao He MOT MTOHSTh, ECTECTBEHHA TaKas PeakIlus WU HeT.

OH nuIb OIIyCTHIJI T'JIa3a. HeKOTOpHe BeIlX OH CKPBEIBAJI HE TI0 3JIOMY YMBICIIY — IIPOCTO CTApalICsa O
HHUX HEe BCIIOMHHATh.

— Yxkaub Bcerga ObU1 CI0aHBIIMHOM.

Ha pgyme y Bait FOiiTana cTao TskKo. Ta TeTKOCTh, C KOTOPOM OH HeIaBHO BXOOU B KOMHATY XyH
Croans, 6eccregHo ucnapunach. [HeB u 00ufa CIJIeINCh B TYTOM y3es B TPYAH, He faBas HU
B3[IOXHYTh, HA BEIPYTAThCSI.



— YkaHb YKao, CKOJIBKO eII€ Thl COOUpaeIhCcss OT MeHSI CKphIBaTh? — rojioc bas cTas omacHO
HU3KUM.

YkaHb MOMHSAN I'Ia3a. B ero rimy00oKUx KOpHYHEBHIX 3padykax OTpaxasics 4enoBek B 6enom. Ha
TIePBHIM B3I/ OH OB CIIOKOEH, HO [1ATOMY TOCIIOAUHY IIOUYAUIOCH, YTO B 3TOM IrTyOuHe OyuIyeT
OKeaH.

OH CHOBa 4TO-TO yTauBal.

Baii FOiiTaH MOTSHY/CS K HEMY, HO JOPOTY Nperpaguia KpacHas BCIIBIIIKA. X0351WKa 3aBefieHus1, JInu
XyH, TeHUBO yNBIOHYIaCh, ¥ B €€ Tla3axX MPOMeJIbKHYJa HacMellKa:

— [IaTeit rocnogus ba#, g 11eHI0 Ballle BHUMaHMe K MOeMYy CKPOMHOMY 3aBefieHHUI0, HO TI03BOJIbTE
HaIloMHUTh: Cs10 1]310 — He geBKa U3 MOero IaBUJIbOHA. Heroxe BaM Tak 3a0aBIATLCS C HUM.

Bait FO#iTan OTKpPHIT OBIIO POT, HO CJI0Ba 3aCTPSIU B ropje. Heyxkenu co CTOPOHH ero obpalieHue ¢
YkaHb YKa0 IMOXOAUIIO HA TO, KaK OH IIPUBHIK BECTH Ce0s C I[BETOYHLIMU IeBaMU B BECEJIBIX
KBapTajax?

IlypHas npuBBEIYKA, €CJIU Tak.

— Bait HO#itaH, B 9TOM MUpe MHOTOE€ [ieflaeTcs 1o HeoOXomuMoCcTH, — Hu LIuHBSIH 3aT0BOPUIT
HEeOXKUOAHHO MSTKO, IIepPeCcTaB CHIIaTh UCKpaMHU Hempusa3HU. — Hailla mmkosa, ObITh MOXKET, ¥ He Tak
3HaMEeHUTa, KaK IIpexke, HO B Hell COCTOST JIofHu fena. [[o Toro, Kak y4uTelb HAIIEN Hac, KaXkOgoro
U3 HAC CUUTAJIH... YYLOBUILEM.

HHTOMy TOCIIOOVHY CTAJIO HE II0 cebe OT 3TOTO MEHTOPCKOTI'O TOHA, HO OH 3aCTaBHIJI cebs CIIyIIaThb.

— He BceM moBe3/10 poguThCS B 1I00BK ¥ 3a00Te, Kak Te0e. He Bcex OaymoBaimy o caMOi 3PEJIOCTH.
THI ¥ IPeICTaBUTh He MOXKEIITb, KAKOBO 3TO — XKHUTh U3r0eM, KOTOporo 00sTcs. CI0aHBIIMH He X04eT
BCIIOMHHATH 00 9TOM, U 51 €T0 IIOHUMAIO.

YynosuieM? O 4éM OH BooO1IEe?

Bait HOiiTan nepesén B3rnsag Ha YxkaHb Yxkao. ToT yxke BepHYJ cebe IPUBHIYHYIO MATKYIO YIIBIOKY, HO
Baro ka3anocs, 4TO Temeps ero Apyra OKyThHIBaeT HEIIpOHUIlaeMas ObIMKa.

— Bbpat ba#, s 1 caM CMyTHO IIOMHIO TOJbI CBOET0 IETCTBA, — C TUXOU I'PYCThIO IPOU3HEC YXKaHb. —
Ho 4yBcTBa... OHM OCTaAJIKUCh. ITO HE Te€ BOCIIOMUHAHUS, KOTOPLIMU X04UeTCs AenuThes. [Ipoy Tebs,
He CIIpaliuBay OOJIbIIe.

B ero ronoce 3By4asna 00pe4yEéHHOCTbD.



bau HOiiTan KprBO yCMeXHYIICS, TISOd Ha HEro ¥ He Haxons cioB. O npomuioMm YxkaHs YKao OH He
3HaJI POBHEIM CYETOM HMYET0. BCE MX 3HAKOMCTBO YMEIAIOCh B paMKH{ BpazK[Ikl ¥ COIIEePHUYECTBA
Mexny «ITapyoBoi MBIIIEIO» U «IMITIEPaTOPCKUM KOTOM». A 4TO OBIJIO [0 TOT'0?

Kto xpgan ero goma? 4Yto oH nepexun? TrMa.

— CroaHblMH, MoUOEM. Yuutenb 1 Cl0aHbXKYH MPUOYIyT Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO THEH. .

Yskaub YKao 4yTh CKIIOHHUT TOJIOBY, Pa3AyMbIBas, a 3aTeM KuBHYI. OH 00epHycs K Bato:

— Bpar Baui, Bo3Bpalnaiics B yrpany. [lepenaii rocioguny bao u cekpetapio ['yHCYHIO, YTO 4 B
6e3omacHocTy. Kak TONMHKO YETBEPTOM CTapIllel cecTpe CTAHET IydYlle, S cCpa3y BEPHYCh.

Baii FOiiTaH nuirk BCKUHYI OPOBb U, KOPOTKO XMBIKHYB, KPYTO pa3BepHYIICs. [[Bepb 3a HUM
3aXJIOMHYJACh C TSIKKUM CTYKOM.

On BeOb XOTEJI IIOTOBOPUTE C 3TUM KOTOM, XOT€EJI BEIACHUTL, KaKO€ MEeCTO 3aHMMaA€ET B €ro CceppIie... A
B UTOr'€ HE Y3HaJl HU4YEero.

[IpOKNATHE IIKOMIBI, IPOKIIATHIE TANHEL.

Baii FOiiTaH BCKMHYJ PYKY, CJIOBHO NBITAsICh OTMaXHYThCS OT MasIero CoJHIa, 0€3XKal0CTHO
OuBmero B muuo. Ha mymie 6p1710 MyTOPHO.

UkaHb YKa0 CKphIBaJI CIUIIKOM MHOTO. M mycTh [I9TEIM TOCTIOOUH 3Hal, YTO IPUAET BpeMs U YXKaHb
pacckaxeT BCE caM, 0OXHUIaHue ObII0 HEBLIHOCUMBIM.

Ho Gorblrie Bcero ero TpeBOXKHUIIO 3TO CJI0BO, 0OPOHEHHOE HE3HAKOMIIEM C TAaKOM TOPhKOW YCMEIIKOH.

«YHymoBuima».

Hey}KenH €r0 KOTY KOIrma-TO IMPHUIIIIOCE IIEPEHECTH TY 0071b 1 YHUXKEHNE, YTO BHIIIaJal0T Ha JOJII0
TeX, KOTO CUUTAIOT UHBIMHU?
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