[TyTh 9TOT mOHaYaTy Ka3ascs cyulei Henenunel, Ho bait FOiiTaH He mpuHUMAJ 3T0 6JIM3KO0 K CEPAIy.
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCE 3TO C CAMOT0 Hayasa 3aTeBajioCch UMb pagu YxkaHb YxkKao.

Bo3MoxHO, Yxkanb UYKao ¥ He pa3fesisal TeX YyBCTB, UTO TECHUJIUCH B I'pyau [14Toro rocnoauHa, HO
OH, TI0 KpaliHel Mepe, T03BOJIUII COIIPOBOXKAATEL ce051. MEBICIb O TOM, YTO B TPSAYIIUX CTPAHCTBUSIX
oHM OyOyT BMecTe, corpeBaia ceppaue bait FO#tana. To, uTo aToT KOT nMpuHsn ero — mycTh gaxe B
TAKOM MaJio¥ CTerneHu — yxe OBIJI0 OTPOMHOM T00eoii.

YxkaHb Ykao Bcerma O6bu1 caM 110 cebe. [Toxkanyi, maxe Oosnbline, yeMm caM baii FOiiTaH.

Tak, 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, Ka3anock FOiTaHy. 3a Te JHU, YTO OHU IIPOBeNH 00K 0 OOK, OH YCIIET 9TO
IPOYyBCTBOBaTh. OH BOBCE HE MOTHAJICS 3a YHHAMHU U OOTaTCTBOM — B 3TOM bail HUKOTIa He
COMHEBAJICS, HU KOTMla HEHABUIE]I €r0, HU KOT{la TOT 3aHsJI BCe ero MEICIH. YxkaHb UYKao Mpo3BaIu
FOxubIM ['epoeM He 3a KopeicTomobue. Ho nuiith Temeps, CORMASICH C HUM MO-HACTOSIEMY OITU3KO,
FOviTan moHsn: Yxkaub Y2Kao oMoraJt JIoasaM He pagy CJIaBH U He 110 BeJleHuio goira. OH mean 9To
6ecco3HaTeNnbHO. IIPOCTO CYUTA, UTO Pa3 MOKET IMOACOOUTD, TO ToueMy Obl ¥ HeT? YOLITKA He
OymeT. A BOT YTO Ha CaMOM [eJie TBOPUJIOCH B €r0 AyIle, He MOT pa3rafiaTh HUKTO.

[Toxarnyii, OH IPOCTO KCKasl npucTanuiia. CBOero yria, rae cepale HakoHel[ 00pesio OBl TOKOH.

Kaszanocs Ovl, IpocTas Belllb, HO OJIs HEero oHa Oblja IO4YTH HeJocTukuUMa. bait KOiTaH mpUBBIK
BOJIbHO CKUTAThCS 110 CBETY, YKaHIo Ke TpeboBasock HeuTo uHOe. Byob To Mup O0EBHIX HCKYCCTB
WJIA UMIIePaTOPCKUeE 3ajibl — €My He XBaTaJIo TOr0 CaMOr'0 4YyBCTBa «I0OMa», KOTOPHEIM OH LOPOXKUII
OBl OOJIBIIIE BCETO Ha CBETE.

BBITE MOXKET, BUHOU TOMY OblNla paHHSISI CMEPTh POOUTENEH. A MOXKET, OH ITPOCTO C IOHBIX JIET BUE
CIIUIIKOM MHOTO pa3iyk. CHadana — yXof OTIla ¥ MaTepH, Korjaa Te OBLIY elre MOTHBI CUJI, 3aTeM —
KOHYMHa yuutens. [To cmoBaM camoro Yxkanb Yxkao, JIu JIao ymep He OT CTApOCTH: YBULEB OOIHHOTO
C TeM Xe HellyroM, YTO KOTa-To MOory0OuIl ero Bo300eHHY10, CTApUK HE BhIlepKajl. CTapkie paHbI
BCKPBIJIUCH, U IYX €r0 yrac.

I'me Xe ero npucTtaHuile? 3a ABa roga CKUTaHUM 110 I351HXY YKaHb UKao Tak ero u He Hauen. M ato
BeuHOe 0eCIIOKOMCTBO, CKPHITOE TIy0OOKO BHYTPH, HE OCTABIISIIO €TO.

Bait FO#itan cobpar Bemu, HeOpexKHO CyHYB «Tpu COKPOBUIIA» B MEIIIOK — OH Jaxke He YOOCTOUI UX
B3rIsiga. UTo 3T0 ObINK 3a 6e3menymmKky, [I9TEM FOCIIOOUH A0 CHX IOP TOJIKOM He 3Hasl. U mycTh 3To
OBLIM PENVKBUH, JapPOBaHHEIE CAMUM UMIIEpaTopoM, mjist FOfiTaHa OHM OCTaBaIUCh JIUIIb TPEMS
CBepTKaMu, 00epHYTHIMHU B JOPOTYIO KeNTyIo apuyy. Kakoii B HUX ToNK? EMWHCTBEHHAs UX IIEHHOCTh
3aKJIo4asachk B TOM, YTO OHU BeIMaHuIu Csio Mao Yxkaus u3 Yrpaswl Kaiidana. Llenb JOCTUTHYTA,
OCTaJIbHOE — IIpax.

KoMy HyKHO, TOT IyCTh U 3a0upaer.

— Bpar Baii, kornma BepHeMcs B Katidan, Tebe nydiiie moyMepuTs nbUl. UMIepaTopckuil ABopel — He



OCTpOB HYCTOTLI, TaM THI HE XO34HUH. OJII/IH HeBeprIfI IIar, #...

— 3Halo, 3Hamw. [IBOpell — MeCTO TOCKIHMBOE M XJIOIMOTHOE. M KaK THI TOIBKO TaM BHIXKHKBaellb? — bau
IIPUBLIYHBIM KECTOM PaCKPHLI Gellblii He(pUTOBEIM Beep, OCTOPOKHO IIOBEPHYB €T0 Tak, YTOOH
Uxxanb Ykao He BUAEN Kannurpaduu Ha o0opoTe.

Xots1, Koro oH o6MaHbBan? IToT KOT ObIT ObSBOILCKY ITPOHUIIATENIEH ¥ HaBepPHSIKA MaBHO MU3YUUIT
ero nogHorotHyo. OH BUe HaAIIUCU Ha Beepe, IpUYeM COBEPIIEHHO OTKPHITO. Byns Yxkaub Yxkao
HEeTPaMOTHHIM [epeBeHIuHOM, bait Ov1 He Oecrnokouncs, HO FOxHBIM ['epot mrcan U3bICKaHHBIM
ctuneM JIio, TaK YTO CKPHIBATLCS OBITIO TTO3IHO.

— Cyns no nmuny 6pata UYKaHs, UMIIEPATOP He CTaHeT CIIMIIKOM CYPOBO KapaTth HOiTtana? — LI35H
[Ty X0Th U moBepsin YkaHb YKao, HO K HEO0KUTENSAM, BOCCEAIOIIUM Ha TPOHE, CHMITATUH He
nutan. OH He MO0 rafiaTh Ha KOPENHOH I'yIille, TPeanodYnTas CIpaliuBaTh IPSMO.

— YetBépTrii rocioguH 1I3sH, He GecrnokoiTech. 2Ku3Hu 6pata bas HUYTO He yrpoXkaeT, — YeCTHO
oTBeTHN YkaHb UKao. — B xymmeMm cinydae eMy IPUAETCS MOTOCTUTH B YpaBe KalidsHa HECKOIBKO
IHeH, ToKa eMy OymyT Bcenath 6aToros. Kpaska — mpecTylieHue Cepbe3HO0e, a YK eC/Id pedb 0
napax Ero BenuuecTtsa... ['ociogusa bao, BeposTHO, IprKaXeT HaKa3aTh ero pafgu COXpaHeHUus Iula
uMInepaTtopa. Ho Ka3HUTE 3a BOPOBCTBO He CTaHYT. CypOBHIM IIPUTOBOP M3-3a KAKOU-TO KpaxXu —
IIyCTh ¥ OBOPLIOBOY — IOUAET BO Bpen penyTanuu aoMa 4Yxao. A UMIepaTop JOPOKHUT CBOEU
BJIACTBIO.

— U to BepHO, — 1351 [T1H 3ayM4YnBO KUBHYJI ¥ OKOHYATEJIbHO yCIloKouscs. — Pa3 Tak, 6pat
YxaHb, He 3a0yab 3allOMHUTE, C KaKOM poxel Ha [T OyoeT NpuHUMATH Nasiku. 1 oToM Hap
HUM BBOJIIO II0CMEIOCh.

— YeTBepTriit 6paT, TH 0 YeM 3T0?!

— O ToM, 4YTO pa3 yXK THl PELIUI ocecTh B KalipaHe, TO 3aliMUCh-Ka HAIUMHU TaMOLIHUMU JTaBKaMU.
XoTb Kakasi-To Iob3a O6ymeT, 1 6paTy YKaHIO ITepecTaHelb JocaxmaTs, — MuHb CI0CI0, KaK BCerfa,
6usa He B OPOBb, a B I'Jla3, pa3oM pyllia Bce IaHkl basg o «oxore Ha KoTa».

)%k

Ha Tom u pacnpowanuce. bait FOiiTas cTosn Ha HOCY CynHa, rdas, Kak OcTpoB I[1yCcTOTH TaeT B
tTyMmaHe. OH IPUBLIK K pa3aykKaM, HO BOT KoT, Ka3anoch, 9yBCTBOBaJ ce0s He B CBoell Tapeske. He
IIPOIIJIO ¥ YETBEPTH Yaca, KaK YxkaHb UKao CKPHIICS B KalOTe.

— Ko, T yero? OnsTe gyeuscsa?

— IlycTaku.



— Krto 6n1 Bepur!

Y Uxkanp YKao OblyTa CKBepHAs MPUBLIYKA — JAepxkKaTh BCE B cebe. Bait FOiTaH HETOBOILHO
CKPUBUJICS, HO ITIOHMMAJL: IOPOTh TOPSAUKY Henb3sl. HamaBulnb cunbHee — 1 KoT cOeXKUT.

"Ecnu Te6s1 YTO-TO TJI0OKET — IIPOCTO CKaxu. 1 KIAHYCh, UTO HE BEIIAM TalHy HUKOMY," — TaKue
CJI0Ba TaK ¥ IPOCUJIXCH Ha S3bIK, HO bail He pemancs ux npousHectd. EMy ObIJI0 MyTOPHO Ha Aylle,
HO OH OCO3HaBaJl: UX OTHOILIEHUS IIPOABUHYIUCH TOpa3fo ajbllle, YeM OH CMeJl HaflesAThCsa. YkKaHb
Ykao o0afan HEIIOMEPHOU rOPOOCTHIO U He TepIesl IOCATaTeNIbCTB Ha CBOM IpaHulbl. [TonbTKa
BBITSTHYTB M3 HETo AyIy ceidac Obia 051 Togo0Ha TPUHYKOEHHUIO, @ 9TO MOTJIO TEPeYePKHYTh BCE,
YTO OBLIO IOCTUTHYTO C TAKUM TPYIOM.

CremuThb Hesb3s. TOJIBKO He C HUM.

Onu counu Ha Geper u ocenyanu KoHed. bait FO#iTan 06epHYyICS ¥ TOCMOTPEN Ha JIOIIafAb CIyTHHKA.
KpynHas peixkas KoOblyla TaCKOBO TKHYJIaCh MOPHOM B NafloHb YkaHb UkKao. Bels10 BUOHO, YTO
YeJIOBEK U KMBOTHOE NPUBA3aHEL APYT K OPYry — ¥ bayl BHE3amHo OIIyTHI YKOJI peBHOCTH. K
nomanu!

— CraBHBIN CKaKyH.

— ITa. 9TO TOTOMOK TOTO KOHS, Ha KOTOPOM €3[UJI MOM yuuTesnb. JIu Jlao aBHO OCTaBUI L3SHXY, U
TOT'0 KOHSI y2Ke HEeT B KUBBIX, HO ITOPOJia OCTanach, — YkaHb YKa0 MrHOBEHHO CMSITUMIICS.

Vicuesna xoi0fiHasI BEKJIMBOCTh, YCTYIIUB MECTO UCKpeHHeH TemmoTe. OH HEXXHO IOTJIafUIT PEIKYIO
TPUBY, ¥ ero GegHbIe MasbIE Ha GOHE SPKOW IIepCTH Ka3anuch bao 4eM-To HeBoo6pa3uMo
ITPEKPACHBIM U B TO K€ BPEMS HETTPABUITbHBIM.

"f y3Han ero ciumkoM no3gHo. HamHoro mnosxe, yem cieposano.”

FOsitana oxBaTusa riyxas TpeBora. YxkaHb YkKao MOT 3HATh MHOTHX JIIOfIEH, 0 KOTOPHIX IIPOCTO HE
yIoMuHaA. A ecnu cpegu HuX OB KTO-TO MPOHUIIaTeIbHee camoro bas? Koro-to, KTo Mor Obt
«CBeCcTb» 3Toro Kora BMecTe ¢ KOCTOUKaMH, [TOKa TOT [JOBEPUMBO XJIOMAET Tila3aMu?

I'naps, Kak noBKo YkaHb YKao BCKaKuBaeT B cefyo, bait FOiTaH nmpukycun ry0y u BCE Ke 3ama
MYUYMBILIKN €T0 BOIIPOC, TOCTAPaBIINCh IPUAATL eMy OyIHUYHBIN TOH:

— [Tocnymau, Kotuk... Thl Beb He IIepBLIY IOf TOMYellb JOoporu u3sHxy. Heyxenu, kpome OysaH
YyHs, TEl HUKOTO HE 3allOMHUII?

— OTuero xe, 3allOMHUI, — HpHMOfI OoTBeT YKaHS 3aCTaBUI cepone bas IIPOIIYyCTUTH yOap.



OH 3aTau geIXaHKe, MOJISICh PO ce0st, YTOOR! IPO3ByYaI KMeHa APSX/IBEIX CTAapPIieB, MOHAX0B UK
HUIEeOPOIOB.

— B 0CHOBHOM 3TO CTaprle Apy3bs MOEro yuutens. M3 u3BeCTHEIX... I0XKamyl, rocnoxa XyH U3
nBopia Kpacuoro IlIénka. Beckma 3aHsATHas ocoba. [ToMHI0, KOT{la OHa TOJIBLKO HalllJla MECTO, THe
CKPBIBAJICSI MOY Y4YUTEJIb, OHA TaK ero OTYUTaIa...

— Pyraja TBOero yuurens?

— [la. 4 BuepBrie Bumen, 4ToOH Ha JIu JIao Tak Kpudaiu.

Cyns o Bcemy, yuuTenb KoTuka OblT BeIUYUHOM II0J CTaTh caMo rocroxe XyH. bai FO#Tan
IpU3afyMa’cs: OH B MUpe 00eBEIX UCKYCCTB BCETO Mapy JIeT, ¥ IyCTUJICS B CTPAHCTBUS TOJILKO pagu
IIOWCKOB 3TOT0 caMoro Kora — 0oTKyza eMy 3HaTh MacTepPOB CTapOy IIKOJIEI?

Hopora ot OctpoBa IlycToTsl o CyHU3sTHCKOM TpedeKTypHl Oblla 0XKUBJIEHHOM, @ OTTY/a [0
roCyJapCTBEHHOI0 TpaKTa PyKOU IofaTh. BriexaB Ha OTKPHITOE NIPOCTpaHCTBO, bau HOiTan
OKOHYATe/IbHO 3alyTaJiCs B pa3BUIKax U noBepmics Yxkanio. HabmongaTh 3a TeM, KaK CUHHAW CUITy3T
BIIEpEIX MEPHO ITOKAUYMBAETCS B cefjie, ObII0 0COOBIM YOOBONIbCTBHEM. OIMHO TOJIBKO OECIIOKOUIIO
[TaToro rocmoprua: KoT Ka3ascs CcauImkKoM xygeiM. Hamo 651 ero mogKOPMHUTS.

Crymanuch cyMepku. YkaHb YKao pemusi, 4To Iopa UCKaTh HOuJeT, ¥ 00epHYyICS K CIyTHUKY. OH
BCTPETHUJICS B3TJISIAOM C JIyKaBO mpuIinypuBmuMcs bait FOiitanoM. Ha Mur moBuciia HEJIOBKOCTb, HO
YkaHb TYT Ke ofepHyJ ce0si. OHU poBeCHUKH, 06a U3BECTHHI B LI3STHXY, UX IIOCTOSTHHO CPAaBHUBAIOT
— BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO OHU IIPUCMATPUBAIOTCSA APYT K APYTY. ['7Iymo IposBIsSTh KEMaHCTBO.

— Bbpat bay1, reMHeeT. [JaBaii HaliieM OCTOSIBIN ABOP. K 4yeMy creminTh ¥ CKakaTh 110 HoYam?

— A? Hy... KaK cKaxelllb... — bail BHITTISIEeN KaK-TO CTPaHHO, OyaTO BUTAJ B 06jIaKax.

— C To0oii Bcé B mopsimke? — YkKaHb YKao, He yOepKaBIIUCh, TPOTSIHYJ PYKY ¥ KOCHYJCS 0a bas.

OH nmopyMar, He YTOMUJICS TU TOT — Beldb B KaliaHe ero XKpueT He OTABLX, a IOPKa.

FOtiTan MTHOBEHHO TlepexBaTui ero pyky. OH He OTIIYCTHUII €€, a, HAl[pOTUB, CJIeTKa CXKaJl, u3ydas
nanbisl FOx#HOro I'eposi. Koxa Obinia rmagkoi — YKaHb SIBHO CIe[UII 3a CO00M, U ero JTaJOHU He
OBbLTM MOKPHITE I'PYOBIMU MO30/IIMU, OOBIYHEIMYU M1JISI MaCTEPOB Meya.

— Ilycraku. C TBouM menymikoy baeM HUYero He ClIy4duTcs. & MIPoCTO AyMasl, Kak MHe n30aBUTHCS OT
TEX JIaBOK, YTO HaBsi3asl YeTBepTHIH OparT.

— BoT oHO 4TO.



YkaHb YKa0 CIOKOMHO 3abpasl pyKy, peliuB, 4To 3psi TpeBoxkuicsd. bait FOiitan — BojbHAas NTUIA, U
Takasl 00y3a [Jig Hero XyXe KaTopru.

— Eciu BCé MelCTBUTENBHO TaK IIJI0X0, ITOT YKaHb rOTOB ITIOMOYL Tebe ¢ JeaMu, KOrga BhIIaCTCS
CcBOOOIHOE BpEMSI.

— Tr1? YMeewms BecTu cueTta?

— Pa3ymeeTtcs. Mo# crapimuii 6paT — KyTiell, ¥ KOTrjfia y ero MpuKa34nkoB B KalidaHe BO3HUKAIOT
TPYAHOCTH, OHU YaCTEHBKO MPUXOMST 3a COBETOM KO MHe B YrpaBy Kaiidana.

YkaHb IPOCTO KOHCTAaTUPOBal (HakT, HO bau FOiiTaH mo4yBCTBOBAJ OCTPYIO Kal0CTh. ITOT KOT ¥ Tak
BEYHO ITI0 TOPJIO B fiefiax, a TYT ellle U 4yxKue cyeTa mpoBepsATh! CoBceM ce0s He Kaleer.

— Pa3Be TH He 3aHAT 110 yix B YrpaBe Kandaona?

— BoBce HeT, — noKadas ronoBoi Yxkanb Yxkao. — [lo-HacTos1IEMy KapKo ObIBAET TOJIBKO B
IIpa3fHUKY WM KOTHa BO OBOpIle HaMedaeTcs CyeTa U He XBaTaeT ofel. B oObuHbIe XKe OHU [efla
VYupass Kaiihana MeHsT He 00peMeHS0T.

— Kortuk, a roe Mel ceromgus ysizkeM? Cpasy nmpegynpexkaao: TBOUM JedylnKa baii mog OTKPEITEIM
HeOoM craTh He OyfeT.

— 1 xaK pa3 cobupascs IPeaIoOKUTh IOUCKATh IOCTOSJIEIN OBOP, IIOKa THI BUTAJ B 00/IaKaXx,
BcrioMuHas 11351 [TuHa, — Ykaab Ykao npumepxKai KOHS, BIIAObBAsACh B TOPU30HT. — U BIPSMbB
mo3aH0. Hy>kHO moTopaninBaThCs, €CIU XOTUM YCIIETh B TOPOJ OO TOT0, KaK B TPAaKTHUpaxX MOracsaT
OTHH.

— Kortuk, a maBai Ha cop?

— O ueMm TH?

— Kro 6ricTpEE...

He ycmen roioc 3aTUXHYTh, KakK Gemblil KOHb BMECTE CO CBOMM GeI0CHEXKHBIM BCaJHUKOM COPBAJICS C
MecTa. YkaHb YKa0 Ha MUT OIEIIXI OT TAKOM HArJIOCTH, HO B HEM TYT e IPOCHYJICS ApeMaBIIni
as3apr.

[Tom MackKou coepKaHHOTO U U3BICKAHHOTO MYy2Ka CKPHIBAJICS CeMHAALaTUIEeTHUY I0HOIIA C TOpgYen
KpoBbio. Bri3oB bas moman B caMyio Lienib, pobynus B YKaHe AyX COIEPHUYECTBa, KOTOPHIM TOT Tak
[OJITO U TIIATeJIbHO [TOMaBIIsl.



OH yneIOHYICSA, U 9Ta yNIbIOKa Oblna 0oJiee SPKOM M KKUBOM, YeM ero 00bIYHas BeXKJ/IMBas MONIyYJIbI0Ka.

— Pa3 Opar bai#t mpocut, 9ToT YKaHb He BIIpaBe OTKAa3LIBATh!

B HOUHOM BO3OyX€e pacCTasil YHMCTHIM, 3BOHKHH T'0JIOC, U TEMHO-CHHSS TEHb Ha PEIZKEM CKAKyHE B
MI'HOBEHHE OKd CJIMIAaChb C CyMePKaMHu, YCTPEMIIAACE BOOTOHKY 3ad OensIM BUXpPEM.
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