B CyHu3ssHCKOU pedeKType U BIPSMb BOIIAPHUIIOCH CTIOKOUCTBHUE.

HuxkTo He Beman, 4To YkaHb YKao B OMMHOYKY OTHpaBUIICA Ha noucku bau HOWTaHa, Hamesach
BEPHYTh TP AAapOBaHHLIX UMIIEPATOPOM COKpoBHIla. U XxoTa rocnopgus bao yBeps, 4TO yIafuT Aeso
caM, YkaHb CUMTAJI, YTO B TAaHHOM CJIy4ae JIy4llle II0JI0KUTHCS Ha COOCTBEHHBIE CUIIHL.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO OLINK fefa I35HXY.

Y nycts YkaHb YkKao He Bcerya TOHKO pa3bupascs B XUTPOCIJIETEHUSIX UHTPUT 00eBOT0 MUpPa, CBOM
OTIBIT B TOJOOHEBIX [eflaX OH CUMTal Kyma 6osee rimybokuM, yeM y bao UxkoaHa. [IpaBaa, Oblyia ofiHa
IeTasb, B KOTOPOM OH ce0e He MPU3HABAJICS: €T0 CIIOCOOHOCTh 3allOMUHATE JIUlla — a BEpHee, MOJIHOe
€€ OTCYTCTBHE — OCTaBJIsdjia XKeJlaTh JIy4IIero. beITh MOXeT, UMeHHO 1o3ToMy bay FOiTaH Tak
JXKaX[al CBECTU C HUM CYeTH? TOT, KOHEeYHO, BO BECh '0JIOC 3asBIIAJ, YTO BCEMY BUHOU IIPECIIOBYTOE
npo3uille «MMnepatopckuit Kor», ognako Yxkanb UYKao He OB 3eJIeHEIM IOHIIOM ¥ ITPEKPacHO
BU[EeI: B IOBefeHUH [ITOro rocnogruua CKBO3UJI0 HEUTO JINYHOE.

Brnpouewm, 3a0wiBaTh moged miist Yxkaas Ykao OBIIO JeI0M MPUBLIYHEIM, €CJIM HE CKa3aTh
ectecTBeHHBEIM. Toro ke CeBepHoro 'eposi, OysH UyHs, oH yMyapuics «3abbTh» pa3a 4eThipe. Cam
YkaHb UCKPEHHEe cuuTan cebsi 4elT0BEKOM COBEPIIEHHO HOPMaJIbHEIM, faXe He MOA03peBasi, 4YTo ero
CTpaHHas U30UPaTEeIbHOCTh MMaMSITH Y2Ke JaBHO BHILINIA 3@ PAMKH OOBIYHOTO YeJI0BEYECKOTO
IIOHHMAaHUSI.

Tem BpeMeneM B Katihanckoi npedekType YeTBepo GpaTheB-KPLIC TpeObiBaIu B ITOJTHOM
HegoyMeHUH. YxKaHb UYKao 0Ka3ascsd HUYYTh HE MeHee CBOeHPaBHLIM, 4eM ux [IgTeiii OparT: yien, He
IIPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA, CTOMJIO JIUIIL BCEM YCHYTh. YTeIano nuilb To, 4To CTpax YKaHb OB BCE XKe
HaJexXHee UX cOpBUrosioBhl bait FOiiTaHa — OH 10 KpaliHel Mepe 0CTaBUJI MUChMO C 00BbSICHEHUSIMH.

— Ckaxwurte, rocnoaut LI355H, — ocTOpokKHO Haudaln bao YxkaH, — a bau KOiiTaH TOYHO 3HAKOM C
UkaHb YzKao0?

— Ilouemy BHI cipalrBaeTe, TOCIOOUH?

— I'm... — BcTynun B pa3rosop Bax Yao, 4yBCTBYsI HEKOTOPYIO HEJIOBKOCTh. — BpaT YxkaHb nopou
ObIBaeT... HEBEIHOCUM. Y Hero, BUOUTE JIU, TaJlaHT: OH COBEPIIEHHO He YMeeT 3allOMUHATh JII0fleH.
Haxe Ero BenuuecTBo cues 3TO JUKOBUHHEIM CJIydyaeM U BCEpbe3 IOOYMEIBAJI, HE CTOUT JIX
IIPUTJIACUTH JIe0-MenuKoB, a0kl Te mpoBepuiy, He 6oneH nu CTpax YkaHb 4EM-TO SOAKUM.

— Bort kak? U 4TO0 XKe cnydanoch npexmae?

— IIa B34Th X0Ts1 OBI IeHb II0CJIe TOTO, KaK UMIIEPATOP I10XKaJioBajl eMy TUTYI «IMIepaTopCKui
Kot». Ero BenuuecTBo npuOni B mpedeKTypy, 0abkl MpoBEPUTD, KaK 00yCTPOUIICS HOBHIM CTPaX, a
Ykaub YKa0, BCTPETUB €T0, JTUIIh HEBUHHO 0CBeIOMIIICS: «KTO BBl GyeTe, MOYTEHHBIN?»



Ban Yao B3mOXHYIIL.

— WMmepaTop Torga He o0umesncs — OH IMPUBHIK, 4TO YxkaHb Y2Kao xopoIrn co60i, a caM OH He
obnagaeT CTOJIb Ke SPKOM BHEIIHOCTHIO. K TOMy XKe BOJIbHBIE JIIOAH I[3THXY PEeIKO TPENelyT Iepes
TpoHOM. Ho mo3xke YKaHb nepenyran HanoxHuil [1ad u Maii. O6e gaMbl ObIJIA B SPOCTH. ['oCcTIOnUHY
bao maxke mpuIioch nmogaBaTh OQUITMANIBHEINA OTYET. A YK Hac, YeTBEPHIX CTPAXKHUKOB, YkaHb UKao
[0 CHX TIOP TI0 UMeHaM myTaeT. KaxeTcsi, 3a BCé BpeMsi CJTyk0bI OH HU pa3y He yragall IIPaBUIbHO.

— HCcTUHHO Tak, HU eIUHOTO0 pa3a, — BCcTaBuil YxkaH JIyH. — MeHs oH Ha3wBal ¥ Ban Yao, u Ma
XaneM, u Yxkao Xy... KeM yrogHo, TOJIBKO HE MOUM UMEHEM.

I3sn [IvH HEpPBHO JEepPHYJI yIJIOM I'jia3a.

— OH uTo0, U3MeBaeTCs Hag BaMu?

— BoBce HeT, — mokayasn roioBoi Ma XaHb. — Y HEro K 3ToOMy IIPOCTO HET CIIOCOOHOCTEH.
EnvHCTBEHHBIE, KOT0 YXKaHb YKao He MyTaeT, — 3TO ero cTapiiui OpaT u rocnogud bao. f Kak-To
CIIPOCHII €T0, B YeM CEKPET, ¥ OH OTBETUN: «Toro, KTo YepHee 0OBIYHOTO YeJIOBeKa, CIIyTaTh
HEBO3MOXKHO0. IT0 rocnoaud bao». On ymynpuncs gaxe I[Tan KOs Ha3BaTh rocnoguHoM ['yHCYHEM,
YyeM J0BeJT HallleTo COBeTHHKA 10 0emoro KajneHusi. ['yHCYHb LI9 MOTOM [ONT0 Kpudaj, YTO B HEM HeT
HU KaIlJIX TOM HU30CTH, YTO MIPUCYIa 3TOMY MapKHU3Yy.

L3511 TTvH 3amyMunBO KuBHYNI. Bugumo, CTpax YKaHb IeHCTBUTEILHO He IIPUTBOPSIICS — TaKas
0Cc00eHHOCTh OBITIa CPOJHYU PEIKOMY [Aapy.

)k

[Toka B Katiane o6cyxkmanu ero maMsth, caMm UYxkanb UYxkao Ha OcTpoBe [TyCTOTH Besl YIIOPHYIO
6opnby ¢ Bayt FOfitaHoM. B 9TOM moeguHKe BOIIU U XUTPOCTH [IATHIN rocrioguH, 6eCKOHEYHO
TOPAUBIINICS CBOUM MaCTEPCTBOM B TEXHUKE MEeXaHM3MOB U JIOBYIIEK, BCE XKe B35 BEPX.
«MmnepaTtopckuit Kot» okasasncs 3anept B Ilemepe, ITpor3atomiest He6o.

MecTo 3T0 OBLIIO TIPECKBEPHBIM.

YkaHb YzKa0 MajIo UTO CMBIC/IMII B TEXHHKE MEXaHU3MOB U JIOByIIeK. OH JIUIIL METbKOM
IIpoCMaTpPHUBaAJl KHUTHU U3 61/16J'II/IOTeKI/I CBO€ETr0 YUHUTEIsA, Ha3BaHUHI KOTOPEIX, KOHEYHO K€, HE TIOMHMHII.
3aTo comepkaHue — 0COOEHHO B TOM, UTO KacajioCh MEOUIIMHEI, — BIIMTHIBAJI MTHOBEHHO. ITO
HarpasjeHue ObII0 ero ciabkiM MecToM. B cpaBHeHuu ¢ bait FOiTaHOM, KOTOPOTO 00yYaIu JIydIiie
MacTepa, CTpax YzKaHb B 3TOM fiesie OBLI CYIIUM MageHIeM.

ITpotie TOBOPSI, OH 3aCTPSIIL.

EnBa KOCHYBIINCE THa IIEIIEPEI, UYkaHb IIPUKUWHYJI, XBATUT JIM €My MaCTE€PCTBa TEXHUKHN «IToneTa



JIACTOYKH», YTOOI BHIOPATHCS HapyxKy. Ho CTOMIO eMy ITOJHSITEL TOJIOBY, KaK OH YBHME HalMeHHOe
nuno Bai FOitana. TOT cMepHI ero TOPKECTBYOIIUM B3TJISIAOM U GPOCHUIT:

— Hy 4T0, KOTHK, €CNi TH U BIPSIMb TaK XOpPOIll, MOIPo0y# BEIOepUCh OTCIofa cam!

C 9THMHM CJIOBaMH BXO[I B IeIepy Iepekprin, ¥ YKaHb YKao 0CTasCs B MTOTHOK TeMHOTe. ['Tsaus B
TJIyXO# CBOJI, OH UCKPEHHE IHITAJICS MOHSTh: YeM XKe OH TaK JOCA[HII 3TOMY YeJI0BEeKY?

«M&I Befib He 3HAKOMEI, BEPHO?»

[Tpu 3TO# MBICTT YBePEHHOCTDh YkaHb YKao fmasa TpeluHy. OH 3HaJ 3a co00M I'pelok
3a0BIBYMBOCTH, HO CUMTAJI, YTO PACCYMIOK €T0 B IIOJHOM IopsAnake. TakKoro 3aHOCYUBOTO U SIPKOTO
IoHoIy, Kak baii OiiTaH, HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTH U HE 3AaIIOMHHUTb...

Ho oH Hanpoyhb 3a6blJ1, KaK KOTAa-To Ha3wBas [lan KOs «rocnoguaoM ['yHCyHEM», ITOKa HaCTOSIIAN
I'yacyHb L3 He Hayas TEIKaTh €My B HOC TlajiblieM C KpuKoM: «HeyXKTo g Tak xKe ypoaiaus?!»

Ecnu 651 YkaHb Y2Kao MOr 3arisgHyTh B Oyayliee, OH OBl Y3HAJI 0 TEOPUU «eCTECTBEHHOT0 0TOOpa»,
TJIacsIeN, YTO HEUCIIONb3yeMble HaBEIKYM aTPOGuUpPYIOTCsA. Ero naMsaTh Ha nulla Obljla TOMY KUBEIM
npuMepoM. K ToMy MOMEHTY, Kak OH IlepecTall My4YUThCs BOIIPOCOM O 3HAKOMCTBe ¢ bau FOuTaHOM,
OH y2Ke HayaJl 3a0kBaTh, KaK TOT BBEITJISAUT — OBUI JIX OH KPYTJIONUILLIM UJTU XYOBIM, BEICOKUM HJIH
IIPU3EMUCTEIM.

Hx IIPOTHUBOCTOAHHE Hen30eKHO OOJIZKHO OBLIIO BEIMTH Ha HOBBIX YPOBEHE.

)%k

Korpga Bait IOiiTaH Benen mOOroTOBUTS ellle OmHYy KoMHATy B O6utenu CHexHoit TeHu, OH mpeOrIBasl B
IIPEBOCXOHOM pacIionoxkeHuu gyxa. C ero nuiia He CXOAuUIa CaMOAOBOJIbHAS YXMBIIKa. [laxke YBUEB
Yxaup YkKao, KOTOPHIM CHUIET B TEMHOM ObIPE, CKPECTUB HOTHM U CO3epliasi KaMeHHBIM MOTONOK, bau
FOiTaH He MOYYBCTBOBAJ YIPhI3eHUM coBecTH. HanpoTus, o0CcTaHOBKa Telleps Ka3anach eMy BechMa
TTOAXOMSIIEN [JIST TOTO, YTOOB! YKPOTUTH CTPOIITHBOIO KOTA.

— Hy uro, Kot? YioTHO 111 Tebe 3mecs? Wnu xouenb, YToOb IIs1ThIH rocioput Te6s BhmycTun? Hy
XKe, CKaXU «MAy».

YxkaHb Y2Kao MeaJIeHHO IIOOHSI TOJIOBY. B ero B3rnsgme He OBLIIO HU 3JIOCTH, HUA CTPAaXa — JIUIIb
BEXKJIMBOE HEJOYMEHNE.

— A BHI, TIOYTEHHHIN, KTO OyzmeTe?

Papocts Bait HOiiTaHa MrHOBeHHO ucapuiack. OH moMpayHerl, CJIOBHO He0o mepej rPO30i.



— Trl MeHs He y3Haems?! — bali enBa He 3ackpunen 3ybamu. CoOCTBEHHEBIN T0JIOC II0KA3aJiCsd eMy
IIPOTUBHALIM, HO BoIIpoc UYkaHb UKao yoapus o caMofitobuio Kyna 6onbHee. — Heyxkenu g XKpan [o
TAKOW TEMHOTHI JIMIIL PafiX TOTO, YTOOH! YCNIBIIATE 3TOT Open?!

910 OBIN0 KecToKo. bait KOiiTaH 4yBCTBOBa, UTO €llle HEMHOTO — ¥ OH B30PBETCSI.

— Bpar Bait?.. — HeyBepeHHO mpo6opMoTas YKaHb, BOPOBATO MOTJISIABIBAS Ha HET0. Bus, Kak TOro
OyKBaJIbHO TPSiCeT OT sipocTH, CTpaxk YKaHb MOYYBCTBOBAJ YKOJI COBeCTH. Ho Be[ib OH HE HapOYHO!
OH He BJIaCTEH HaJI CBOEH IIaMSIThHIO.

[Tpu Bume Toro, Kak Yxkanp UYKao HEBOJIBLHO moaxKa ry6er, bait FOiTaH BHe3aIlHO OLIYTHUIT CTPAHHYIO
JKaJOCTh. DTOT «KOT» U BIPSAMB BHITJIAAEIN cerdac MOUYTHU XKajlkKo.

— Cunu 3mech ganbiie! — 6pocun Bail u pe3ko pa3BepHycs. OH MOHUMAIT: €CTH OCTAHETCS elle
XOTh Ha MWT, TO HE BEIIEPIKUT 9TOT0 HEBUHHOTO B3TJIAa U BHITYCTHUT IJICHHHUKA.

— OH, IOCTOH.

— Yero Tebe?!

— IMopoiimu mobnuxe. MHe HYKHO IIOCMOTPETH Ha Te0s ellle pas.

— 3aueMm 3T0?

— X04y 3alIOMHHUTEL TBOU 4ePTHL. YTOOH He 3a0BITh B CNIeAYIOMIKAY pa3, KOT{a Thl IPUAEIb.

Baii FOiiTan 3amep B omenomnenuu. Heyxrto y Uxkanb YkKao U BOPSMb [IPOBAJIHl B TaMATH?

— THI... 0 UeM 3T0? — OH peLIus BO BCEM pa3oOpaThCs, fabbl He BO3BOOUTE Ha «KOTa» HaIPacCiHY.

YkaHb YKa0 cllerka CKJIOHHUII T'OJIOBY, He CBOMS T'Jla3 C Jinlla bas, 0TYero ToT moYyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s
KpaiHe HeJI0BKO. BHITh O[T MPUIIESIOM TAaKOTr'0 B3TJIsSMa — COBCEM HE TO XKe caMoe, KOTfa Ha Te0s
CMOTPSIT IMOCTOPOHHUE. [IITOMY TOCIIOAKUHY IPHUIIJIOCH CUJIONW 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s CIyIIaTh.

— Bupumb nu, — Havan YxKaHb, — 51 BLIPOC B TOpax C YYUTEJIEM U TIOYTH HEe BUMEI JIIONEHN.
CIyCTHBIINCH B MU, 51 ITOHSJI, YTO JIETKO 3allOMUHAI0 UMeHa, HO COBEPUIEHHO He IePXKY B IaMATH
nuna. [ToCTOSTHHO CITy4aloTCsl Ka3yCHI.

— Hampumep? — I1siTOMy TOCIIOOUHY [0 CMEPTH 3aX0TEJI0Ch Y3HATh OOJIbIIIe.

— T'oBopsT, — YkaHb YKao BHIIEIUII 9TO CII0BO, — OgHaXAH s ciyTasl I[lad KOs ¢ rocnoguHOM



C'yacyHeM. { mOHSN 3TO NUIIb Torga, Korga ['yHcyHb Lo mpubexkasn Ko MHe B IpOCTH. [0BOpST, mJaxe
Benukuii HacTaBHUK [IaH Torma OvlT B cMsaTeHun. OH cKalail: «Pa3 bao Yk9H B35 Ha CIyxKOy
yeJIoBeKa C TaKOM MaMsAThio, 3HAUUT, OH JTuOO0 moMernancs, mubo y Hero B rojIoBe OfHA BoOa».

Bait HO#iTan omyTun kry4yio oduny. 3HauuT, YkKaHb YKao U BOPsAMb 3a0b1 ero? U oT ux BCTpeun
[BYXJIeTHEU NAaBHOCTU He 0CTaJloCh U clefa?

— Ykanb YKao, HEYKTO Thl COBCEM He ITOMHHUIIb, KaK [[Ba Tofia Ha3af OB B ITOceNleHuu Ms0?

— ITouemy Xke, TOMHI0. TaM ST BCTPETHUIT OOHOTO HEBEPOSITHO 3aHOCUMBOTO MapHs. [IOMHIO jaxke, 4To
damumnus ero 6oeiia bai.

YkaHb YKa0 SIBHO He CBSI3BIBAJI TOTO IOHOIIY C YeJI0BEKOM Iiepeni co0oi. B Mupe Befb MOIHO JIIOAEN C
dbamunuen bai, a CKBepHHIN XapakTep — He TakKas YK PEeOKOCTE.

— IMomuumb? — Bbay IO#TaH mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPH BCE IIepPeBEPHYNI0Ch. — [IOMHUIIL Ty
BCTPeYy, IOMHUIIL (haMUJIKI0, HO He y3Haellb MeHs B nu10?! HeyXTo S Tak CUIbHO U3MEHUIICS?

— IlomHI0... HO KakK BHITISAEN TOT I0HOIIIA, Y MEH{ B I'OJIOBE HET HU €IUHOTO o6pa3a, — Yxkanp YxkKao
HaKOHEIl OTBEJI B3rJis[.

— W 470, Teneps 3aIOMHUI?

— He yBepen, — Yxanp YkKao ¢ BUIOM My4YeHHKa CHOBA YCeJICS B 103y OJI MeguTauuu. — [laxe
eCJId celyac 3allOMHUJI, Yepes MoIMecsiia BCE paBHO 3a0ymy.

— A Bao Yx9Ha TH IIOMHUIIL?

— locnnoguHa bao 3anmoMHUTE 71eTKO, — O0TBeTUN YkaHb, 1 bait FOiiTaH mo4yBCTBOBaI YKOII
PEBHOCTH, KOTOPHIX TYT K€ CMEHUJICS CMEXOM OT clenymoilei ¢ppa3sl: — TOT, KTO YepHee BCeX, — 3TO
rocnoguH bao. CiyTaTh HEBO3MOXKHO.

Kasanocs, gnst Yxkanb Ykao Bce nulla OBITM Ha OOHO — [IBa I'Jla3a, HOC fa poT. bai KO#TaH omyTun
HeOBIBa/IYIO TSAKECTh: HeYKeJIl ero BHEIIHOCTb, KOTOPOM BOCXHUIIANIUCD B IBIHXY, A YkKaHb YxkKao
Orplna nMuIb «0OBIKHOBEHHOW»? U ero 1mepBoe BredaTIeHue CTEePIIOCh TaK IIPOCTO?

«M-fa... 3a 9TUM 4eJI0BEKOM HYKEH I'jia3 fa ria3. CIUIIKOM YK y Hero TOJICThIE HEPBEL B TOM, UTO
KacaeTcCs JIIomen».

Bnpoqu, OBIJI B 3TOM M CBOM IIJIIOC: HUKAKHe «KpaCaBHUIBI» HE CMOT'YT CcOMTH 3TOT'0 KOTa C IIyTH. s
HEero Belb 4TO IMHCaHad KpaCaBHUIld, YTO HE€PEBEHCKAA 3aMdpPalllKa — BCE Ha OOHO JIKIIO.
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