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— A Bepnw BepHO, — Jloku npumypuics, usydas [Ixeddepcona. — Emie mapy gHel Ha3ap TH
BHITJISIZENT KaK 3aypPsHBIA MyXKJIaH, a Tellepb YePTHl INIa CTajld KaKUMHU-TO... U3BICKAHHBIMU. YK He
3QHSJICS T THI BTaiHe coboit? — Bor KoBapcTBa 3aMomyar, SSBHO COMHEBAsSICh, YTO 3@ CTOJIb
KOPOTKHUY CPOK MOXKHO TaK ITpeo0pa3uThcs. — T 2Ke He U3 packl 1abpamoplieB, YTOOR MEHSATh
BHEIIHOCTH I10 LIETYKY IablieB? B MOMX rja3ax Thl — CaMblii OOBIYHBIN, OECITOMOLTHEIA CMEPTHBIM.

IxeddepcoH 3akaTU rina3a Tak CUILHO, UTO €Ba He YBUfeJl COOCTBEHHBIM MO3T.

— ITo-TBOEMY, MHe GOJIbIlIe 3aHATHCS HeYeM? — OYpKHYI 0H. OOUH TOIBKO BUM 9TOU ITapPOYKU
IIPUIIIEIbIIEB HOBOAMII €ro N0 0e10ro KaaeHus.

BrnpouewM, B3rnsiHYyB B 3epkano, [Ixxehdepcon 1 caM nmpu3Halt: OH MeHsieTcs. YepTrl nulla
CTAHOBUJIMCH IO CTPAHHOCTH 3HAaKOMEIMU. [loroguTe-Ka... Ecnu He 6paTh B pacyeT LBET BOJIOC, OH
CTAQHOBUJICS TOUHOM KOIIKEX TOro caMmoro [1ao-ra ¢ ero maHejau XxapaKTEPUCTHUK.

OH MEICIIEHHO BHI3Ball IaHE b XapaKTEePUCTHK. [1a0-T9 Ha UKOHKe OBII OeCSTOTO YPOBHS, ¥ peanbHoe
nuno [IxeddepcoHa Temeps MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO COBIIAAIO C UTPOBHIM aBaTapoM. «Heyxemnu ¢
TIOBBIIIIEHWEM YPOBHS HAI OOJTUKK CIIMBAIOTCS?» — MENbKHYJIa JorafKa.

Bompocos Obisia ThMa, a OTBETOB — HOJIb. [IpUX0AMIOCh BO BCeM pa3bupaThCs Ha OIIYIIb.
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO ero ycIoKaunBaso, — obelnaHre KaaHa BepHYTh BI0KEHHBIE JEHbTH B JBOMHOM
pa3mepe. MHaue [I:keddepCcoH BHIIBLIPHYT OB UX B TOT XK€ MUT.

Ho opyxue, koTopoe mactepun Kaas... 9TOT napeHb IBHO METHUJI B KPYIIHEHIIINE TOCTaBIIUKU
yepHOro peiHKa. [laxke Py6u, pabortatomas B «Pectopane baOyurku», 3axoguia Ha OHSIX U IPUKYTIUIa
cebe pakeToMerT. JIn0Go OHa IIaHUpOBAJa BEIPBATHCS U3 TOPOAA, 100 IIPOCTO XO0TesIa pa3HECTH ITOT
CTopubpyK K 4epTsSIM — 4TO, YIUTEIBAsI €€ XapakTep, ObIJIO BIIOJIHE BePOSTHO. PyOu Xuma ¢
6abyImKoM 1 ceyac HaXOguiIach B TOM CAMOM BO3pacTe, Kormaa OYHT KaXKeTCs e JUHCTBEeHHBIM
CMEBICJIOM XKU3HU.

YTpo BeIDanock uygecHsM. [IkeddepcoH Jaxe peLIn BEIBECUTH Ofiesiiia Ha IIPOCYIIKY, KOT/a oo
HEro JoyieTen ciyx: ['eHpH mpomar.

Mbsp, 3Ta cTpaHHas cTapas meBa PemkuHa, Owlia BHe ce0st oT 6eCIIOKOMCTBa. Bripouem, Ha eé
paboToCIOCOOHOCTH 3TO HUKAK He CKa3aJioCh: OHAa BCE TaK JKe MCIPaBHO XOAUsIa Ha CITyXKO0y U He
3a0bIBajia KPUTHKOBATh [IxkeddepcoHa Mpu Kaxkmou BcTpeue. TOT Mullh 6/1arogyIiHo yas0ancs —
IOPTUTE ce0e HaCTpOeHUe U3-3a €€ XKeTYl OH He coOuparcs.

Hcue3HoBeHUE flecaTUNIeTHET0 ['eHpy 03Ha4asio TOIbKO OMHO: ITPopodYecTBO cOrBaeTcss! OH HaKOHEI-
TO CMOXKET MOKUHYTb 3TO MPOKJIATOE MECTO!



HuuTo HE MOTIO0 OMPAYUTh €TI0 PagoCTh... KpOMe OBYX MHOIIJIAHETHBIX HaxXJIEOHUKOB Y HEero goMa.

Korpga oH Bo1les B TOCTUHYIO, Y HET'O ITePexBaTUIO0 ObixaHue. EMy X0TeloCh 3a0paTh BO BCIO TTIOTKY:
«Jla BBI H37IEBAETECH?!»

B cTene ero moma 3usmna OrpOMHA4A ObIpa. CoMHeBaThCS HE IIPpUXOOUJIOCE — OEeJI0 PYK 3TUX NBOUX.

[Tom ero moymHEIM CKOPOM B3rIsimoM KaaH HaKOHEI] COM3BOJINII IOIIEBEIUThCS.

— M5l BCE BOCCTAaHOBUM, — IIPOM3HEC OH C MPEeNIbHON CEPhE3HOCTHIO.

«Hy eme 651, — mogyman [Ixxeddepcon. — Ha Mou ke IeHbI'M BOCCTAHOBUTE MOM XKe noM». M 3auem
OH TOJILKO IIPUIOTHUII 3Ty KaTacTpody B UelI0Be4eCKOM 00nudbe?

K cuacTsio, oH ckopo yemeT. I36aBUTCS OT HUX pa3 ¥ HaBcerma. O, 6oru, cracubo!

Beuepowm, KaK ¥ 0KHUAANI0Ch, B TOPOA BhexXalsl aBToM0oOWUIb. M3 Hero Bhilen ['eHpU B KOMIaHUHT
KpacaBHIIEl — T71aBHOM repounu Ctopubpyka. Ecnu 9MMa ocTaHeTcsl, 3aK/IsITHE MafieT, U OH o6peTeT
cBobomy.

Hpe,T_IBKYH_IeHI/Ie ClIafKUM 3yJOM OTO3BaJIOCh BO BCEM TeJIe.

— Y0 310 ¢ HUM? JIN1I0 KakK y mebusa, Toro u IO CIIOHA oTedeT, — JIOKM OpPe3rIuBO IOKOCUTICS
Ha [Ixxeddepcona. — Takoe 4yBCTBO, YTO €0 aypa B KBapTaje CHUXKaeT 001uii ypoBeHs 1Q mo
KPUTUYECKOU OTMETKH.

Panbirte 60r OB IPOCTO MPUOUIT HATJIOT0 CMEPTHOTO, HO CefYac MHTYULMS TTOACKa3kiBaja: CIyT 3[eCh
He HaAUTH, a eCJIU 3TOT UAUOT IIOMpPeT, JIOKHM IIPUAEeTCS CAaMOMY CTHPATh OeXKAY U T'OTOBUTD exy. A
3TO OBIIO BHIIIE JOCTOMHCTBA MpHUHIAa Acrapaa. C TexX mop KaK OHU IIOMa B 3TOT CTPAHHEIN TOPO,
ero 00xKecTBEHHAs CUJa Kyla-TO UCIIAPUIIACh, ¥ OH ITOKA He TIOHUMAJl — II0YeMy.

— MoxerT, mporosnopancsa? — KaaH, He 0TBIeKasiCh, pa30upas ouepeqHyo MyIKY, IPOTHpPas AeTanu
1 MOIUDUIUPYS MEXaHU3M [JIST YBEJIUYEeHUST YOOMHOM CUIBI ¥ YMEHBIIIEHHS OTHaqH.

— Pa3 nmporomogancs — mycTh KOpMHUT rocron! — JIoku GecriepeMonHo HYN [IxeddepcoHa.
BrpouewM, ymap Obin neHuBHIM: [[2KeddepcoH IeTKo YBepHYIICS. Bce-Taku clusiHue ¢ faHHbBIMY [Tao-
'3 JaBajo o cebe 3HATh — €CJIM OBl OH He CMOT YKJIIOHUTBCS OT TAKOTO ThIYKA, CTOMIIO OB CaMOMY
cebe mmepepes3aTh ropjIo OT CTHIA.

— B mpomioi XXu3HM 51 BaM SIBHO 3af0JIXKall... — mpoBopuan [Ixkedbdepcon, 6pocas Ha 6ora
SIPOCTHBIN B3TJISI.



— Yto TH TaM MAMIUIIL? 2KWBO Ha KyxHIO! — JIOKK pa3fapakeHHO B3[0xHYI. Ha 3eMie ero Be4Ho
IIpeceqoBalio YyBCTBO I'0I0Aa, a TOTOBUTEL OH He yMeJl, Tak 4uTo [[xKeddepcoH ocTaBancs
eIUHCTBEHHOM HageXXOou.

«Jlaguo, — pemun [IxkepdpepcoH, — MycTh 9T0 OYAET X MOCHEOHUN YKUH. f CIUIIKOM 100D s
atoro mupa». C 3Toi 0671ar0pOAHON MBIC/IBIO OH OTIIPABUJICS Ha KyXHIO.

I gyemoBeKa C MaKCUMaJIbHBIM HABHIKOM KYJIMHAPHUM IIPUTOTOBUTE POCKOIIHBIM YKUH OBIIIO ITAapo
IIyCTSIKOB. BCKOpe Ha CToJjIe B CTOJIOBOM KPaCcoOBaMCh OBIMSIIMECS Oioaa.

[Tocne Tpamesk [Ixeddepcon uyBcTBOBan ceds Ha cembMoM HebGe. 3aBTpa. 3aBTpa BCE HauHeTcs. Ero
XW3Hb CTAHeT MMPEeKPACHOH, OyayIee — CUSIOUIUM...

Ho mpoCHYBUIKCH CIEOYIOUIMM YTPOM, OH ITOHSII: MUP COIIEN C yMa. JTOo Obllla KaKasi-TO AypHas
IIyTKa.

OH mopo1es K OKHY ¥ 3acThijI. [IpsiIMO B CTEKJIO, CTapasich MpobpaThCs BHYTPb, CKPeOIOCh CYIIEeCTBO.
axe co cHa [IxkeddepcoH y3Hal cocefa — TOr0 CaMOro IapHs, KOTOPBIYA 4aCTO T'yJIsAi 30eCh C
co0aKoi ¥ IepeKUOLIBAJICS C HUM ITapoii CI0B. BOT TONMBKO TEMeps ero IUI0 IPEBPATUIOCh B THUYIO,
0OBHCIIYI0 MAaCKY, BEI3HIBAIOIIYIO TOIIHOTY.

3om0u. HacTosImui XK1UBOM MepTBell.

Ixeddepcory Xx0Tenoch 3aKpuyaTh, HO OH CEPKaICs, 605SCh TPUBIIEYD elle OOJbIe ITUX TBAPEH.
HM3-3a CBOETO «Iapainya MEMHUKH» OH BRITJISIIEN MyTalolle CIIOKOWHEIM.

JIoku fgake BBIAJ CKYIYIO [TOXBAIY:

— Hapo xe, cMepTHBIH, B Te0e eCTh 3aYaTKH caMo0o0IaJaHus.

— 3aTkHuCh! TH TN MO-APYTOMY, KOTla BUepa YMOJISI MeHs 00 yKUHe! — OTpPHI3HYJIICS
IxeddepcoH.

[Toka oH pelIas, YTo fiejlaTh — IYCTUThL B X0f ap0asieT UK 3aCTaBUTh 0TpabaTeBaTh X1e0 3TUX
IBOWX — pa3faJiCcs OTIyIIUTEIbHEIM rpoxoT. ['0710Ba 30MOM JIOIIHYJIa, CJIOBHO IIepecmenibiii apoys,
3a0phI3raB BCE BOKPYT KPOBABOM KaIUIIEH.

Cepnre [IxeddepcoHa egBa He BEHICKOYHIIO U3 TPYOH. KpOBh ¥ OIIMETKH IIJIOTH PA3/IETETUCh COBCEM
PSIOM — K CYACThIO, MX 3afiepKajo CTEKIIO.

OH BHITTISIHYN B OKHO. ITo ymuile Heccs «Xapiei», 3a pyJieM KoToporo cumeina Py6u. [Tosanu Heé,
BIIETIMBIIKCH B CUIeHbE, IPHUCTPOUIach 0alyms — B pyKax OHa CXKUMaJla Ty CaMylo IYIIKY,



KymaeHHyo0 y Kaana. CTapymka Iuxo majauiia 10 MepTBeliaM, He OCTaBIIsAs UM HU eJUHOTO IIaHCa.

Ixeddhepcor oTOPOCUIT CTPaX ¥ CKOMAHIOBAJI CBOMM «TOCTSIM»:

— 2KuBo cobuparitecs! Mrl yOupaemcs oTciona!

Kaan u Jloku Ha ynuBieHUe He CTalu ciopuTh. OHM MIHOBEHHO METHYJIMCH 3a BelllaMH.
Ixeddepcon xke OPoCUIICST Ha KyXHIO, CXBaTUJI OTPOMHBIN AIIKK, Crped Tyma Bce 3amachl
IIPOJOBOJILCTBUS U B CJIeflyI0lllee MIHOBEHHUE OTIIPaBHII €ro MPSIMUKOM B UHBEHTAPh.

JTro60% UTPOK 3HAET: KaXkyas s4yeikKa CYMKHU Ha BeC 30JI0Ta, U B OMHY KJIETKY HeJlb3sI ITOI0XKUTh
pasHble Beld. [103TOMYy yIiakoBKa — eIUHCTBEHHHBIN BhIXOH. «ECiu Halily Takue ke KOpoOKHU, CMOTY
CKJIafBIBaTh UX B OOHY STUYEMKY, — XUXUKHYJ OH IIpo cebsi. — [o yero xe s ymeH!»

Tpowutia GrICTPO MOrpy3usa ckapd B moM Ha Konecax. CTopuOPYK ObIT MaJeHbKUM I'OPOIKOM, TaK 4TO
30M0u 31ech ObII0 HeMHOTO. CTPAIITHO MTPeICTaBUTh, YTO TBOPUJIOCH CEMYac B MeTamosucax.
IxxeddepcoH BHE3ATHO OIIYTUI IIPUIUB 6JIarofapHOCTH K CyAb0e 3a TO, YTO OKa3aJICs UMEHHO
3meck. B rycToHaceneHHOM ropofie OH OBl U IIary CTYIHUTh He YCIesl, HeCMOTPS Ha BCe HaBHIKU [1ao-
ra.

— Epmem BMmecTe! 4 pacunmaio mopory! — Py6u, yxke cMeHuBInas 6abymiky 3a pyneM, Iaauia ¢ AByX
PYK, He c6aBnss ckopocTu. Kaxkgoe momafanyue — TOYHO B TOJIOBY.

«HHTepecHbIe y Heé x060u... — mogymarn [xeddepcon. — 3meck BoobIIe oCTanuCh HOpMajIbHbIE
JKEHIIUHE UJTH BCE TIOTOJIOBHO O0EBUKHU?» EMy CTanmo OTUETNIMBO SICHO, YTO INIAHCH HANTH XKEHY B
3TOM HOBOM MHPE CTPEMSTCS K HYJIIO.

Brnaromapst GbUIEIM TPOCMOTPaM (GuUIbMOB yKacos, xebdepcoH mepKancs MonognoM. A BoT JIoKu
6110 He 110 ce6e. OH Bue MHOTO MOHCTPOB, HO 30M0OU... OOHO YyOullle C BHIBAJIUBIIUMCS TJIAa30M C
TIYTaOIIAM YIIOPCTBOM KOBBUISIJIO 3@ X (YPTOHOM.

Ixeddepcor BCKUHYT 00BIYHOE PYyXKbe — OH He XOTeJl CBeTUTh apOaseT TaHM9Hb paHbIlle BPEMeHH,
BeIb OH He (HOKYCHHUK, YTOOBI JOCTABATh OPYXKHUE U3 BO3AyXa. JIOKH, Tepsisi TepleHne, HallpaBuI CBOU
CKUIIETD Ha IIpeciefioBaTes.

YBEI, TOYHOCTH OOTa OCTaBJIsAIa KeJlaTh Ay4Inero. 30MOHU JIUIIh CIIOTKHYJICS U MIPONOIKHUI CBOM
6omprrii Oer.

Ixeddepcon omapun ero MpPe3puTeIbHEIM B3TIIA0M, 0T4ero JIoku nompauHesn. KaxeTcs, KTO-TO
TOJIBKO 4YTO 3apaboTasn cebe CMEPTHOIO Bpara.

— O, mapens! Lenbcs B Gamiky, BOT Tak! — PyOu cHOBa MpogeMOHCTPUPOBaa UieaabHbIN BEICTPE.
KpoBb Gpri3nyia GoHTaHOM, U IEBYIIKa CaMOJOBOIBLHO KPyTaHyjla IUCTOJIET Ha Iajiblie.



JIokwy, KOTOPOI'o yaejiajla KaKasa-TO IeBYOHKA, Ha4YaJl 3aKUIIAThk.

— Cnoxkornno! — [IxkeddepcoH cxBaTum ero 3a pyky, 60sch, 4To 00T B SPOCTU CIIPOBOIMPYET aBaPHUIO.

— Pyku npous! — JIoKu He Tepries NPUKOCHOBEHUN cMepTHEIX. Eciiu Obl HE CHOCHAasl KOpMEXKKa, OH
OBl y2Ke JaBHO CTep Harjella B IIOPOIIOK.

Ixedbdepcon He pa3KuMaJ ManbleB. TOMTbKO MAPOBOW BOMHHI B CallOHE UM He XBaTaso!

«Cmymrait, 60T KOBapCTBa, TH cooOpazxKaelns?! Mup neTut B 6e30HY, KpyroM 30M0OU, a THl B3OyMaJl
pa3bopKu ycTpauBaTh?!»

Kaan, kpaeM rna3a Ha0mrogas, Kak 9TH ABOe e[IBa He KaTalTCs 10 MOy, Moi4a KPyTaHyJl Pyib
BIIpaBo. Pe3kuii MmaHeBp WBHIPHYI JIoku u [IxxeddepcoHa Ha cTeHKY. Korna oHu, 3/1ble U
B3bEPOIIEHHEIE, TOTHANIKMCh, KaaH HEBO3MYTUMO GPOCHUIT:

— IIpoctuTte. Tam Gblsia CTapyIIKa.

— JIxer! — XOpoM BHIKpUKHYJIHU 60T ¥ CMepTHEIM. OHU He BePUJIM HU €OUHOMY CJIOBY 3TOT'0 XUTPOTO
THUIA, HO IIbIJI UX IIOOCTHUI, U 0 PyOu Ha «Xapiee» OHU Ha BpeMs 3a0bLIH.
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