— Mansii... Hy He 6eTd Thl Tak GBICTPO... — YHBIIO KaHio4uun WaH, nneTsach Beiepn 3a [lamHapKkoM.

[TpoBenst HOYBL Ha MTPOMOS3TJION, XKECTKOM 3eMiie, FI9H 4yBCTBOBas ceOsl Tak, CIOBHO €TI0 MIPOIIYCTUIIH
yepes3 KepHOBa — JIOMUJIO U MOSCHUILY, U ciuHy. [IlagHapK e, KOTOPOTO OH BCIO HOYb 3a00T/IMBO
IpUXKUMal K cebe, HalPOTUB, BRITTISIAEI OOIPHIM U MOTHLIM cuJl. CTOMIIO paccBeTaTh, Kak
MaJIb4HIIKa MMOOHS eT0 Ha HOTH U, He MIPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA, MOTAIIWI KyOa-To Briyos ropoma. OHu
IIIJTU y2Ke JOoOPHIX TmoTyaca.

— U Bcé-Taky, Kyfa Mbl OepKUM IyTh? — M3H CKIIOHUTI T'0JI0BY HaOOK ¥ B3HEPOIINII KalllTaHOBLIE
BOJIOCHI, OKOHYATEJIbHO 3allyTaBIINECS [I0CTIE CHA.

YcnrimaB ouepegHoit Borpoc, [llanHapk o0peyeHHO B3OOXHY ¥, 00ePHYBIIKCH, TOCMOTPE Ha
CIIyTHHUKA.

— ThlI K€ caM BUepa HEBLI, UTO HaM HYKHO Xkuibe. Mnu Tebe Tak MOHPABUIIOCH CIIaTh MOM OTKPHITHIM
HeOOM, YTO THl PEIINJI CAeNaTh 3TO TPagUIen?

— Tak Ml uItleM nDpucTaHuine?.. — MoH Ha MTHOBEHUE OIEIInII.

[ITayHapK HEe IPOCTO «HUCKAI» — OH IeJIeyCTPEeMJIeHHO IIaral K KaKOH-TO KOHKPETHOU TOYKe,
UTHOPHUPYS BCE BOKPYT. BEIZIO OYEBUIHO: B TOJIOBE Y MAJIbYHUINKY y2Ke eCTh UleaTbHEIN BAaPDUAHT, U OH
IIPOCTO BeJeT UX K IIeJIH.

— U roe Xe, T03BOJIb CIIPOCUTH, Thl COOPAJICS ero UCKaTh? — C JII0OOIBITCTBOM YTOYHUI M3H.

— Tawm, Bnepenu, — [llamHapk ropgo BCKUHYN nogdopomgok. — Ha cTeike Pationa 2 u PaiioHa 3
HaxoOuTcsd 30Ha Tpex «He». MecTo, KoHe4HOo, OyiHOe, HO ecu y Tebs eCTh cuia, To Oe30macHee
yTOJIKa BO BCEM MeTEOPUTHOM TOPOfie HE CHICKATh.

— Bort oHO Kak, — V3H moHuMarolle KMBHYJ, a 3aTeM C JIyKaBoOU yIIbIOKOM J00aBuiI: — MaJlblii,
IIPU3HAKCS, T Beib y2Ke IPUCMOTPEIl HaM MeCTEYKO?

— Pasymeertcs, — B rosnoce lllanHapka NpPOCKOJIb3HYy1a HECKpPhIBaeMas TOPAOCTh. — ¢ OTIMYHO 3Hal0
9TH Kpas. PaHbllle, KOT/a Mamne Hy>KHbI ObIJTA CBEIeHHUs, OH BCer/a el MPsIMUKOM KO MHe.

CmoBa COPBAJIUCE C FY6 IIpexnae, 4eM OH yCIIeJI uX OﬁI[YM&TB. ].HaJ'IHapK 3aMe], ero BOOOYyIIEBJIEHNE
MI'HOBEHHO HUCIIAPHUJIOCH, a B3I IIOTYCKHEII. 0):1 OIIYCTHIJI T'OJIOBY M 3aMOJI4all.

VisH mpeKpacHo MoHsI, 4To mpou3onuio. [llanHapk BCioMHMI 00 OTIle, KOTOPHIY yKe HUKOTa He
BEpHETCS... [loMeniuB MrHOBeHME, M9H pelIuTenbHO MOAXBAaTHII MalbyuKa Ha pyKu. OMHOM PYKOH OH
KPETIKO TIpUKaJ ero K cebe, a APyroy yKas3as B TY CTOPOHY, Ky[a OHU ILIJIH.



— Pa3 Tak, HyKHO mocmemuTh! A To He POBEH Yac TBOU «HMAeasbHBIA JOM» YBEAyT IPSIMO y HaC U3-
mog Hoca!

Jlerkuii BeTepOK IIeBeIbHYI KalllTaHOBHIE MIpsiau MaHa, OTKphIBas YuCTHIM 1106. Ero TemMHo-
30JIOTUCTHIE TJ1a3a OJIECHYIH, ¥ OH MSTKO, COTPEBAIOLIE YIIBIOHYIIC.

[ITanmHapk oO0xBaTwa MaHa 3a 11et0, cTapasich yaepzKaTh paBHoBecue. [T B 9TO KpaCHBOE JIUII0
COBCEM PSIOM CO CBOMM, OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK B 'PYAX YTO-TO CTPAHHO €KHYJI0. MabYUK IOCIIEITHO
TIOJIaBUJI 3TO HEIIOHSTHOE YYBCTBO ¥, HEJOBOJIbHO HaXMyPUBIINCH, OTBEPHYJICS.

— O, TH Kyfa nouen? HaM B Ipyryio CTOPOHY!
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— HaH... Tebe Korma-HuOyab TOBOPUIIH, YTO TH Ha PEOKOCTH IJIa3JTUBLIN?

— Xa-xa...

WaH BHIDABUI CyxXyio ycMelnky u onyctun [llanHapka Ha 3emitio. OH HEBOJIBHO ITPUKPHLT JIAHOHBIO
POT, KOTOPHIM MabYHUIIKA TOJIBKO YTO HA3Bajl KBOPOHBUMY», U IPUHSJICS OLEHUBATh 0OCTAHOBKY.

OHM BBIIIIM UMEHHO TYyOa, KyHa yKaswBas [llanHapk. [IpsMo nmepen HUMH, Y OTPOMHOI'O I'PY30BOTO
KOHTelNHepa, CTOJIKHYJIUCh IBe TPYIIIH Tiofel. [IoHSB, YTO 9TOT KOHTEHHEP U eCThb UX
IIOTeHIMaIbHOE «XKUIbe», 9H 0CTaHOBUIICS 1TOOAAb, PELIUB IIOHAOII0NATh 32 Pa3BUTUEM COOBITHH.

Bnpoqu, «TpyhnmnaMmu» UX MO2KHO OBIJIO HAa3BATh JIUIIL C HATSIXKKOM — Y4aCTHHUKOB OBIJIO BCETO TpOE.
C ogHOM CTOPOHEI BO3BBIIIIAJICA erHKPIfI MOJIOZIOM BeJIMKaH, C ;:[pyrofl — OBO€ CTAapPHKOB, 0O TOTO
IMOXO02XKUX OPYT Ha OPYIad, 9YTO UX JIETKO MO2KHO OBLI0 IIPUHATE 3d OTPA2KEHHKE B 3€PKaljle.

VisH mpHUIIypuiacs ¥ MHOTO3HAUYUTENbHO yIbIOHYICSA. OH Ipucell Ha KOPTOUKH, YTOOH OKa3aThCs Ha
ogHOM ypoBHe ¢ IllamHapkoM.

— Mausi, KaK gymaellb... KTO BO3bMET BepX?

— Ctapuku, — He pa3gyMeiBasi, orBeTu [llanHapk.

— W nouemy xe? — WaH yneOHYICS elle mupe. — [IoToMy 4TO UX ABOE?

— KoneuHo Het! — [IlanHapK IOCMOTpEIT Ha HETO C JIETKUM NIpe3peHneM. — B TakoMm rubioM MecTe,
KakK MeTeOopUTHBIN TOpOof, HOXKUTE A0 CTOJIb aHTUKBAPHOI'0 BO3pacTa MOXKHO JIAIIL B ONHOM Cilydae:
ecnu y Te0s1 B pyKaBe NPUIIPSATaH OYeHb BECOMBIN KO3BIPE.



— XM... — V3H He cTas CIIOPUTh, COCPEJOTOYXB BCE BHUMAaHNE Ha TPOULIE.

CnoBHO moATBepXkKOas MOragKy MajibulKa, CTApUKU Hadasu IeliCTBOBATh.

Wx mBUIKEHUS, poCT, GUTYPHEl — BCE OBUIO MAeHTUYHBHIM. OHUM aTaKOBa/lXd CUHXPOHHO, TIEPEIIETAsICh B
IPUYYAJIMBOM TaHIle, KOTOPHIM HAllOMUHAN 3epPKaJlbHOe OTpakeHue. YCIequTh 3a TPaeKTopuen ux
yOapoB OBLTIO0 IOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO.

[ToHayvany Ka3anoChk, YTO CTApUKaM He XBaTaeT GU3NYECKOU MOIIHM, HO Yepes3 mapy MUHYT TPOMHUTIA
nporuyn. OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMeIlIKaJICs, JBUKEHUS 3aMe[IJIUINCh, U OH He YCIes IapupoBaTh
BeInaf. OCTPHIM KJIMHOK B PYKE OOHOTO U3 CTAPUKOB C IPOTUBHHIM XPYCTOM OTCEK €My J00pPYI0
TI0JIOBUHY JIa[I0OHHU.

— A-a-a-aprx!

['poMuiia B3BBII OT 60NH, MPUXKUMAs K I'PYAU UCKaJeYeHHYI0 PYKY, U3 KOTOPOH xjecTana KpoBb. OH
TSI2K€eJI0 [bIIIal, IPOoXUTasi CTapUKOB HEHABUASIIUM B3TJISOM.

Te nmumb nepernsuynuchk. OOUH U3 HUX, HE MEJIST HU CEKYHMBI, BCKUHYII JIe3BUE U BOH3UII €T0 MPSIMO
B I'Py[b I'poMuIbL. HecuacTHEIN faXke He YCIeN MIEIOXHYThCS — OH PYXHYJI 3aMePTBO, 3aCThIB
HaBceTna.

— L-u-11... — ViaH HEOmOOPUTENBHO IIOKHY S3BIKOM.

OTOT THUXUY 3BYyK MI'HOBEHHO IIPUBJIEK BHUMaHUe mobenutenei. [llanHapk cTpafanbyecKy IpuxKal
JIafloHb KO 10y — OH-TO IJIaHKPOBAJI 3aCTaTh UX BPACIIOX, I0Ka OHU He OIIOMHUIIUCH, HO U3-3a
6ecnieunoctu VsHa npumeTcs UATH B 1000BYI0 aTtaky. M B 4eM TyT IPEeUMyIIecTBO?

— BBI ¢ HUM 3a00HO? — OAMH U3 CTAPUKOB YKa3aJl Ha TPYI 'POMUIIE. TOH eTro He MpefBellan HU4ero
XOPOIIIEro.

W9H HEBUHHO 3aXJI0MAaJ TJla3aMu ¥ Pa3Besl PyKaMHu:

— BoBce HerT.

BTOpOIZ CTAaPUK BHUMATEJIBHO ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha H_IanHapKa, 3aTeM IIepeBeJI B3rJisd Ha HWsHa u BOPYT,
CJIOBHO Y3HaB, TKHYJI B HETO IIaJIbIIEM:

— Tax TH ¥ €CTh TOT caMbIi MaH!

— Marbl, HeyzKemu s HaCTOIbKO 3HaMeHUT? — V9H MPOUrHOPUPOBAJT CTapuKa, IOBEPHYBILIUCH K



H_IaJIHapKy C TeéM XK€ HEBMHHEIM BhHIPDA2KEHHUEM JINIIA. Marnp4uK, Ybe JIUI0 IIepexKoCusio OT JOoCadhl,
JINIITH BBIXBATUII KUH2KAJI.

— XBaTuT nasgcHu4ath! OHU aTakymoT!

Macka HeBUHHOCTH TYT K€ CMeHHIaCh a3apTHOM yinel0Ko#i. Ha aToT pa3 MaH He cTas mpuU3bIBaTh
Knuuku HaH, pemuB 000UTHCH TOMBIMU pyKamMu. HaOmomeHne 3a CXBAaTKOM II0Ka3aJjo, YTO CTAPUKHU
He 00/1aJal0T CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTSIMU — JIMIITh OTTOYEHHON TEeXHUKON 00ST ¥ ITPEBOCXOTHOMN
CJIaXKeHHOCThI0. M3HY BOPYT IO CMEPTHU 3aX0TEI0Ch IPOBEPUTH HA MPOYHOCTh ITUX «CTAPOKUIIOB»
MeTeopuTHOT0O rOpofa.

Ero aTtaku ObITM CTPEMUTENIbHBIMY, YOAPHL TafloHEW — BEIBEPEHHBIMU. FI9H He IIPOCTO Cpaxascs —
OH WUTpaJi, CJIOBHO KOT C IIOJTy[IOXJI0M MBIIIKO#M. CTapUKM 3afbIXaliCh, HE B CHJIaX HAHECTU €My HU
eOWHOY I[apanuHbl, XOTS U MPUMEHSIM Ty XK€ TAKTUKY, YTO cpaboTasa MPOTHUB IPOMUIIHL.

KaIrTaHoBbIe IPSIOM METAJUCh, 3afieBasi CKYJIb, a OH BeCeJio YXMBIIAIcsa. OH TO MPHUIIYPUBAJICS, TO
€T0 B3TJISII BCIIBIXMBAJ a3aPTOM; OH JIBUTAJICS II0 CAMOM KPOMKE JIe3BUsI, HAaCIaXkaasiCh KaXKIbIM
MT'HOBEHMEM. B ero OBUKeHUSIX He OBII0 HUYETo JTUIIHEr0 — JIUIIb YUCTast, KOHIIEHTPHPOBAHHAS
6oeBas rpamus. I'sas Ha 970, [lanHapK OKOHYATENNbHO yoemuics: st MaHa mogoOHbe CXBaTKU —
IIPUBEIYHOE JETI0.

B kako#-TO MOMEHT OWH U3 CTapUKOB, HE BEIIEPXKAB U3[€BaTEIbCTBA, PE3K0O PA3BEPHYJICI U METHYII
CBOM KJIKHOK B cTOpoHYy Illannapka. M3H B3gporayn. Becenbe Kak pyKoOu CHS10. MOJTHUEHOCHBIM
IBUKEHNEM OH IIepeXBaTUII Jie3BHeE B BO3AyXe U, He 3agyMbIBAsICh, C CHJION IIBHIPHYJ €ro 00paTHO B
HarnagasIIero.

[ITanHapK TOXKe He pacTepsics. CTOUIO CTApUKy 3aMaxHYThCs, KaK MaJlbYiK PBAHYJICS HABCTPeyy,
Ha JIeTy BHIIIyCKasi CBOM KMHKasl. ATaKa CTalla Iy4Iiel 3aiuToi. Bcé mpou30Iio MrHOBEHHO:
kuHXKa7 [[lamHapka ¥ BO3BpalLleHHbIN KIMHOK M9Ha MOYTH OOHOBPEMEHHO IIPOIIUIIY I'PYAb CTapUKa.

BTopoi mpoTHBHUK, yBUAEB rubenb 6paTa, 1030pHO Oexkaj, Ho MaHy OblIO yKe He [0 HeTo. PagocTh
60st yracia, CMeHUBIIHCH TpeBOTo#. OH Gpocuncs K [IlanHapKy v MPUHSIICS CyOOPOXKHO OCMATPUBATh
ero. YOeOuBIIKCh, YTO TOT LNl ¥ HeBpeguM, MaH ¢ 061eryeHueM BHIJOXHYIT U TPUKAJ MalbyuKa K
cebe.

— Marelii, IpocCTH...

I_HaJ'[HapK, KOTOpPOMY HOI[OGHBIG HEXXHOCTH OBILITIM SIBHO HE II0 OyIie, IIOIIBITAJICA BRIPBATHCA. [Tonss,
4YTO XxBaTKa M3Ha CIUIIKOM Kpe€eIIKa, OH JIMIIb HeJOBOJIbHO 3dCOIIE:

— Co MHOY BCE B nopsigke. [IpekpaTy HIHUYUTHCS, S He XPyCTaNbHbIM. Th Bugen? 4 ero IpuKOHYHUIL.

— Bupgen, — Usn OTCTPAHMUJICA ¥ CUAIOMIXUM B3TIAO0M IIOCMOTPEI B HEMOBOJIBHEIE N3YMPYOHEIE I'lIa3a



MaJIb4YHKa.

OH TOOHSJICS U, COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUIAHHO IJIST MaJb4yiKa, BEICOKO ITOIOPOCUIT €T0 B BO3MYX.
3onortucTrie Bonock IlanHapka BCIBIXHYIIH B JTydaX SPKOTo conHila. Ha muile pebeHKa 0Tpa3uiics He
CTpaX, a JIUIIb UCKPEeHHee U3yMJIEHHUE.

— Tei ipaB, Mambil... — MI9H paccMesisics, ¥ B 9TOM CMeXe 3Bydasia KICKPeHHssI, HUYeM He
IIPUKPHITASI TOPOOCTh. — MOt MaJIBII, TH OBLT IPOCTO BEIUKOJIETIEH!
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