['yJ1 TOI0COB OOPYLIMIICS Ha HETO BHE3AIIHO.

EnBa CuMmoH 00pes1 ommopy IoJl HOraMU U OTKPHII I'JIa3a, KakK Iepe HUM pa3BepHyJach cyeTa
3ax0JIyCTHOT0 ropopka. [Toxoxke, MecTe4ko OblI0 KOHCepBAaTUBHEIM — CHMOH Cpa3y IoiiMal Ha cebe
OTIaCNIMBHIE B3TJISAH MPOX0XKKX. ET0 BHE3AMMHOE MOSIBJIEHKE SIBHO MTEPEIyraj0 MECTHHIX, HO CTOMJIO
UM PasTyIsIfeTh ero JOPOoroi Hapsi, Kak TOJIMA, edBa yCIeB coOpaThCs OJIS TIa3eHus, TYT Ke
XJIBIHYJIa BPACCHITHYI0. HUKOMY He XO0TeI0Ch CBSI3HIBATHCS C BHICOKOPOMHBIM T'OCIIOMMHOM.

Ho oguH cTapyk He MPOCTO He OTCTYIIHI, a, HAIPOTHB, OO K CHMOHY CO CIIMHBL ¥ TIOUTUTENIBHO
TIPOTOBOPHII:

— MaseHbKUM I'OCIIONWH, BHL...

CuMoH B3OPOTHYJI BCEM TEJIOM. N30 BCex cun CTapasAChk COXPAHUTH XOTA OBl BUIOHUMOCTE CIIOKOMCTBUSI,
OH MEeJJIEHHO O6epHYJ'ICH.

— Ienyika?..

«Heyxenu 3TO THI?»

«DTO MEeHUCTBUTEIbHO THI?»

On YZXKe JaBHO IIepPeCTall B3bIBATh K He6ecaM, HO B 9TOT MHUT OEIJI TOTOB OTOATh BCIO 2KU3HB, JIUIIIb OBI
KOCHYTBCA 3TOT0O IIPHU3PAYHOI'0 CBETA.

— Xe-xe, B 3TOM TOpOaKe BCeE 30BYT MEHsI CTAPUKOM ToMOM, TaK 4TO HE CTOUT BaM, 6Hal"OpOJIHBIfI
TOCIIOOWH, TaK ME€HA BEJIN4aTh, — OTO3BaJICsI HE3HAKOMEII.

[Tepen CUMOHOM CTOSITT OOBIYHBIN CTAPUK B MMOHOIIIEHHOM Tpsmbe. CyTymas CIIHA, MO30JIUCTHIE PYKH,
KOTOpBIE TOT 6ECIIOKOMHO MTOTHPA, ¥ MoJ0o00CTpaCTHAS, 3aUCKUBAOIIAs YCMEIIKa.

Kak xke oH Ob11 moxoxk! HeBeposiTHO!

CHMOH XaJTHO BCMaTPUBAJICS B IUI[0 ToMa, IEITAsiCh COOTHECTH €TI0 YEPTH ¢ 00pa30M U3 CBoel
naMsaTH. [10KHO OBITh, 60KECTBO BHSIJIO €70 TOCKE I10 IeAy U PEIIuI0 BePHYTh €r0 B 3TOT MUP.

Crne3ssl 3aCTIajy I7la3a — B HUX CMEIIaTuCh TOPeYb, MHOTOJIETHSIS ITedab ¥ HEBEIHOCHMAs
HeXHOCTh. CUMOH OPOCHIICS BIIepeN U KPeIKo 00HSIJI CTapukKa:

— Ienymka, 9T0 Befb Th? CKaxu MHe, 4TO Thl kuB! CKaxu, 4TO He ymep!



ToM B 3aMellIaTenbCTBE OTJISABIBAJICS Ha JTIOOOMBITHEIX TPOX0XKUX, He 3HAs, Kyaa JeThcs. OH JTUIb
6opMOTan YTO-TO YTEIIUTEIbHOE, IIBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTEL pedeHKa. Ero pyku ObIu B 3eMJle, ¥ OH He
CMeJl Jaxe KOCHYThCS ofmexkarl CUMOHA — TaKKe [OPOTHe BEIy 3[IeCh HOCHJIM pPa3Be YTO T'OCIofa U3
IIOMeCThbs Hemofasneky. CTapuk HEJIOBKO 3aMep, He 3Hasl, KyIa OeTh CBOM MO30JIMCThHIE JTaJOHU, U C
MOJIb00Ii TIOCMOTPET Ha XKEeHY, TIOOOCIIEBIIYIO Ha LIyM.

IXynu MofoIlia B THEBE. YBUIEB 9Ty CIIeHY U3[ajieKa, OHa 3alof03puia, YTo y ToMa Halescs
OacTapm WU ero MOTOMOK, IIPUIIENIINHH 3a HACIeICTBOM, HO, TOJOM st 6Iuke, MTHOBEHHO
YCIIOKOMTIACh.

«39TO Hegopa3yMeHne», — 3dKJII04YHUJId OHa.

Hy oTkynma y e€ myxa-0efqoyiarx MOT B3SIThCS TaKOM YX0XKEHHBIN, 671aropOHbIM HaCTeHUK ?

I/IFHOpI/Ip}UI YMOJIHIOH.II/IfI B3rnsan Toma, J:[}KYJ'II/I IIOCIIEIHO OITPpAaBHUJIA IIJIaThe, CTaPAACh CKPBITE JIATKY
Ha IomoJie, U HEeJIOBKO, IT0-AEePEBEHCKH ITOKJIOHNIIACh, KaK 1'101106aeT IIpu BCTpEe4Ye C apuCTOKPATOM.

— l'ocmoguH, 4eM MBI, TPOCTHIE JTIOAM, MOXKEM BaM ITOMOYL? — 3aUCKMBAIOIIE YIILIOHYIach OHA.

I'omoc xkeHIMUHL BeIBeJI CEMOHA U3 OIleIeHeHuss. MBICIIH IPOSICHUIIUCE.

OH BOPYT BCIIOMHUJI — €T0 Aef JaBHO CKOHYAJICS. B 3ToM Mupe He OBIBaeT YyfieCc ¥ BOCKpEIIEeHUH.
KakuM OBl TOpa3suTENbHEIM HU OBITIO CXOMICTBO, 3TO OBLII APYTOM YEJIOBEK.

Ero HacTosmui fefymka ObIJT MEPTB.

CuMoH OCTOPO2KHO OTCTPAHUJICA OT Toma u, BOCCTAaHOBUB camMoo0JiafjaHue, BRITED I'JIa3a. B ero
B3rjisige TelepPb YU TaJIdChk BEXKIIUBAA, XOJIOOHASA OTCTPAHEHHOCTh.

— [Ipotry mpoIieHus, TOYTEeHHBIN. BBl CIUIIIKOM IIOX0KM Ha OHOT0 M3 MOMX CTapIINX
POOCTBEHHHUKOB, S IIOTEPST Hafl CO00M KOHTPOJIb, — CAEPKAHHO IPOU3HEC OH. — f1 MPaKTUKYIOIIUM
OxoTHUK. COMJICS C TyTH U OKA3aJICs 3[eCh, MHE HYKeH IIPOBONHUK U3 MECTHBHIX.

OH OKHUHYJI B3TISIAOM cOoOpaBIIyiocs 6eIHOTY ¥ BEICOKOMEPHO KUBHYIL:

— O meHbrax He 0€CIIOKOUTECE.

Crapuk ToM TyT XKe 3aCyeTUnCs, KIaHASACh YyTh JIU He 10 3eMJIU:

— MaseHbKu# rOCIIOAUH... TO €CTh, TOCIIOAKH, S MOJONAY?



CuMOHa KONbHYJIa 0CTPasi, MOYTH Gpu3ndeckas 007b. ITO ObIT He OH. Y ero JedyIlKy HUKOTa He
OBIITO TAKOT'O 3aMCKHUBAIOIIET0 Buaa. HUKOTma B XKU3HHU.

— ITopoiimere, — cyxo oTBeTUs1 CUMOH.

IocTaB ¥3 KapMaHa HECKOJIbKO KyIiop [[:KeHHU, OH 3afaJl TEPBBIA BOIIPOC:

— I'me MBI HaxOoOUMCS?

)%k

Kapra «M3ruanue», npuMeHeHHas Palitom, 3abpocuna CuMOHa B TJIyX0e TOPHOEe MeCTeYKO Ha
BocToyHOM KOHTHHEHTE. 3[elIHNe HPaBhl CUILHO OTINYaIUCh OT IPUBLHIYHBEIX €My 00bIYaeB
3amnafgHOro KOHTUHeHTa. HanpuMep, TpaHCIOPTHEBIE Y3JIBl 3[€Ch pacliojaraauch He B CaMOM LIEHTpe,
a 3a 4epTou ropofa, PAAoOM C 3IUTHBIMU KyPOPTHHIMU IOMECThSIMU. DTO O3HA4aso, 4To ecnu CUMOH
X04YeT BePHYThCS [IOMOM, eMy NIPUAETCS HaHECTU BU3UT MECTHOU 3HATH.

— Heyxenu BCE mOMXKHO OBITh TaK CII0KHO? — IIOMOPIIUIICS OH. EMy XOTET0Ch BEPUTD, UTO OH
CMOXKEeT HaWTH peuc [0 BnageHuu KmaHa [lor B KpaTyauiinyue CpOKUA. — A eCJid XKeJalolux yexaTh
OymeT cauImKoM MHOT0? OHU CIIPaBATCS?

I'nma3a craprka ToMa HEOTPEIBHO CIIEUNIM 3@ KyIIopaMy B pyKax CHMOHa.

— BrnaropopHbIX ToCIion He 3a00TST TaKKe MYCTSKHA, — 3aTapaTopui OH. — KaxOwli, KTO X04eT CeCcTh
Ha Pelc, JOIXKEH 3alIaTUTh Hajor B IBEeCTH [IKEeHHH.

[TpUHSB NEeHbI'W, CTAPUK IPOCHUSII TaK, YTO MOPIIUHEI Ha €T0 JIUIE IPEBPATUIUCE B TTTyOOKHE
6opo3mer. OH cTan emre 6osiee mOm0O60CTPACTHBIM.

— TocmonuH, BpeMs yxke obefeHHoe. [Iopora K MOMeCThSIM aJIbHSS U TJIyXas, MOXKET, CHavdaa
TIePeKyCUTe? — OH 3aMSIJICS, He CMes MOJHSATH I'1a3. — Efa y Hac mpocTasi, IepeBeHCKas. .. sl
pa3Hoobpasusi, MoxeT? Mnu MHe cOeraTh B TPaKTHUP 3aKa3aTh?

CHMOH IoKayuaJ I'0JIOBOH.

— Ioiimem k TebGe. X04y IOCMOTPETH, Ha YTO TH CIIOCOOEH KakK IoBap.

— Ko mue? Ox, KoHeuHO, rocrionut! — ToM mocnenrHo nogan 3Hak [IKynu, 4ToOs Ta 6exKaa BIepen
TOTOBUTB, a caM 1oBeJl CUMOHA K [IOMY.

I[To myTH POX0XKHUe TO ¥ [eJI0 MPUBETCTBOBAIX ToMa. B MX romocax CIbIIanoch HCKpPeHHee



yBaxkeHue. CUMOH HEBOJILHO IIEPECMOTPEeJI CBOe MHEHHE O CTAPUKE: TOTO SBHO JIIOOUIHN, 3HAYUT, OH
He OBIJT IPOCTO KaMHBIM U 6ecxpebeTHEIM OeTHSIKOM.

«IloueMy ke TOrfga OH Tak IIPeCMBIKAeTCs IIepefo MHOU?»

oM Toma CTOSITT B OTHANIEHUU OT rOpofa, Ha CKoHe xonMa. OrpoMHoe 6aHbSTHOBOE IEPEBO
HaKpBIBAJIO BOP CBOEU I'yCTOM TeHb0. Emle He mouas 0o BopoT, CUMOH yCJIbIIIaa CTPOUHBIM X0P
OETCKUX I'0JIOCOB, YATABIIAX YTO-TO HApPaCIIEB.

— 3peck mKona? — CUMOH C COMHEHHEeM ToCcMOTpesl Ha ToMa. ToT He ObIJI TOX0XK Ha YYEHOTO MyXa.

CTapI/IK HEeJIOBKO BTAHYIJI I'OJIOBY B IIJIEYN:

— O-3... TOCTIOANH, TaM IIPpOCTO AeTBOpa. Onu IIOCJIYIIHEIE, HE OOCTABSAT BaM 0eCIIOKOMCTBA.

CuMOH oMoT4as CeKyHAy, a 3aTeM IpuOaBuIl mary, 06roHsst IPOBOTHUKA:

— et — 3TO0 X0pOIIO. { M0G0 IeTe.

ToM ceMeHH ClIenoM, He pelrnasich 3aroBopuTh. OH MeHCTBUTEILHO CXUTPUII, HafesCh, YTO OOTaThIH
TOCIIOMH YBUIUT 3TUX CUPOT, TIHYIIUXCS K 3HAHUSIM, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, PaCIIeIpUTCs. YI0BKa Oblyia He
CaMoO¥ YeCTHOM, HO pagu feTed cTapuK OB TOTOB Ha JIF060H 030P.

PacnaxnyB KanuTKy, CHMOH 3aMep. Bo miBope cupeno Tpu fecsaTka peOsTHIleK — pa3Horo BO3pacTa,
Pa3HOM BHEIIHOCTH, SBHO U3 Pa3HHIX ceMeli. M Bce oHM 00/1enuu cTapymky [KXynu, Hamepeboi
Ha3bIBas €€ «MaMOM».

CUMOH OTCTYIIUJI Ha IIar, IPUKPHUI KaJIUTKY ¥ OTTAIIWI ToMa B yrojl 3a CTeHY:

— Paccka3smiBaii. Uto 910 3a metu?

— [103BOIBTE MHE OTBETUTL. DTO CUPOTH], KOTOPHIX IPHUIOTUII TOCIOOUH ToM, — pa3gancs 3a CIIMHOU
CuMOHA TUXUHU, CIIOKOWHEBIHN I'0JIOC.

CUMMOH MOXO0JIOfeNT, HO BHeIlIHe n300pa3ui KCKPEeHHI0 PafocTh. O6epHYBIIKUCH, OH BCTPETHIICS
B3TJISIIOM C TEMHOBOJIOCEIM MY KUMHOM:

— locnogus Kypono JTronudep! Kakoe cyactbe BCTpeTUTH Bac 37€Ch!

— Kaxkoe coBnapmenue, maseim CuMoH, — yisibHymCcs Kyporo.



— Qartep JTronudep! Bl CHOBa MPHUIIIY HABECTUTh fieTel! — ToM IIOIPUBETCTBOBAJI €70 KaK CTaporo
3HAKOMOT0. — Kax[blit pa3 Bel TPATUTE CTOIBKO CUJI, O0BSICHSISI UM HayKu. MHI ITepeq] BaMu B
HEOIlJIaTHOM [OJITYy.

— Hy uTto0 BEI, — Kyposo Ha60KHO mpuKasl PyKy K rpyau. — CayKeHue 3TUM YUCTHIM JyLIaM —
BBICIIIAsS PAfOCTh OIS TOTO, KTO MOCBATUI ceOst 60ry. ['ocmons BceBemyl. Takue moOpeie NMIOOU, KaK
ctapuk TomMm, 00s13aTeIbHO 0OPETYT MUP U CYACThe B YePTOrax HeOEeCHBIX.

Ecmnu Or1 CUMOH He 3HaJI HICTUHHOW HATYpHL 9TOT0 Yesl0BeKa, OH OBl HaBEPHSIKA KYNUJICS Ha 3TO
npepncrasnerue. Ho uto rnasa ITaykoB 3a0bUt B 9TOM TIIyIIN?

— CumMoH, a raue xe [IxkuH? — mos000nbITcTBOBaN Kypono. — Heyxkenu oH oTycTui Tebs oqHOT0?

— OpJ'[HTa OOJI2KHBI YHUTLECA JIETATh CaMOCTOATEJIBHO, — YHBI6HYJ'ICH CumoH B oTBeT. — OH oCTaBUNI
MEH{A Ha OCTPOBE, IIOKa CaM 3aHAT OeJIaMHu. Ho u3-3a ogHoOro Hegopa3yMeHud MHE IIPUIIIIOCH
IIOKMHYTH TO MECTO. Ionras NUCTOPHs, BBl IIOHUMaAETE, O YHEM a?

— [Torumar, — kuBHYNI Kypono. — 3Ha4uT, BBl pa3MUHYJIUCE. UTO XK, Yepes napy MecsleB g
co0uparCch Ha OHY PEeIUTN03HYI0 KOH(GepeHIuo. [[KiMH HaBepHsKa IOSBUTCS TaM K 3aKPHITHIO.
Xoyellb OTIPaBUTHCSA CO MHOU?

«Penuruo3nasa KoHpepeHusa? CKopee YK 0O4epeHOU HaJleT».

Bnpouem, CuMoHy 65110 BCE paBHO. EC/IM 9TO TOMOXKET BCTPETUTHCA C [IKUHOM — MoueMy OblI U HeT.
['maBHOE — He JaBaTh 9TOMY XUTPOMY YeJIOBEKY IT0BOMla UCIIONIb30BaTh Ce0s KakK 3a/I0KHUKA.

— T'ocmopun, ®aTep Jlomudep — caMblil yBaxKaeMbIl 4eI0BEK B HaIlleM TOPOfie, — BCTaBUI ToM. —
BHITh MpUTIAIIeHHEIM UM Ha TaKOe MEPOIPUSITHE — BeJIUKast YeCTh...

CuMOH NnuIllb TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS IPo cebs. Pa3Be y Hero Ovi1 BEIOOP? Mnu, BepHee, ObIIIK JIX y HETO
CUJIBL OTKA3aTh?

— Ecnu s He cTany ajis Bac 00y30#, To ¢ 671arofapHOCThI0 IPUHUMAI0 Tpuriamiesue, — CUMOH C
CEPBE3HBIM JIUIIOM IPOTSHYT PYKY Kypoo [ms pyKomoxkaTusi, mogpaxkas B3POCIIBIM.

Kypono CKJIOHHIJI TOJIOBY, U B €T0 I''ta3aX 6H8CHYJ'[ OrOHEK HaCMEIIKH:

— CHMOH, THI OIISITh CTPOHUIID U3 ce0s B3POCIoro. TH...

OH mozas mjedyaMy ¥ HaKJIOHHUJICS, COXPaHAAd Ha JIUIE BhIPpaXKeHne CHUCXOOUTEJIbHOCTH.



— BoT Korjja mopacTels elle HeMHOT0, MHEe He MPUOETCS TaK CUIILHO CTH0aThCs. MaJlklill, BeOu
cebs Kak mogoOaeT peOeHKY, TagHO?

CumoH yOpan pyKy, He3aMeTHO BOH3UB HOI'TH B JIa[l0Hb.

— locoguH, — MPOTSIHYJ OH KAIPU3HBIM TOHOM, — KaK OBl MHE HM XOTEJIOCh 3TOT0 ITPH3HaBaTh, HO B
BallleM BO3pacTe Bbl MHE B [SIIU roguTech. Heyxenu Bh cTaHeTe 00MXKaTh CTOIb 3PEJIoro
I2KEeHT/IbMeHa"?

— O6uxatb? — Kyposo pa303/mics, YCIBIIIaB CI0BO «ISIIsI».

[Tonb3ysick co3maHHOM aTMochepoi 611M30CTH, OH MOJI0KUT PyKy CUMOHY Ha IIJIedo ¥ o0pyIIuI Ha
Hero MOIHOe faBrieHne HaH. ManbuuK MIHOBEHHO IIOKPBUICS XOJIONHBIM IIOTOM U IIO0JIeHETI.
Kyporo e ¢ IpuTBOpHOU 3a00TOU ITOAAEPKa ero:

— CuMoH, 4uTo ¢ ToOou? Tebe moxo?

Ctapuk Tom mo6emnesn. OH-TO HafiesiICS Ha IIEeOPOCTh TOCTS, @ TOT, KaXKeTCsI, Cedyac yrmageT
3aMepPTBO IIPSIMO Y HEro Ha mopore!

— Bpaua! Ckopee, 30BuTe Bpada! — 3akpuyasna [xKynu, BeiOeras u3 goMa.

IeTtu Bo mBOpe 3aMepsu. CaMblif CTapIIKMH U3 HUX PBAHYI B IOM K Tenedony.

— ITocrorite... — BeimaBu1 CUMOH, IOBUHYSACh TUXOMY 3HaKy Kypono. — OTo cTaphlil HeyrT... MHe
IIPOCTO HYKHO OTHOXHYTh. ®aTep Jlionudep MpUCMOTPUT 3@ MHOM, OTBEOUTE HAC B TUXYIO KOMHATY.

— TouHO? — ¢ comHeHHeM mnepecrpocun Tom. Bun y CuMoHa ObIn Kpailiie B Tpo0 KIamgyT.

— Iymato, CHMOH JIy4liie 3HaeT CBoe cocTosiHue. ChoenaiTe, Kak OH IIPOCKUT, — MSITKO, HO BJIAaCTHO
pacmnopsiguics Kyporo.

Korpga onu ocTanmuch B KOMHaATe OOHU U ABEPD 3aKphlyiach, Kyposo MraoBeHHo ybpan gaBnenue. Ero
aypa Terneps ObljIa OCTPOM U IOJaBISIONIEN:

— Haperocs, Thl IOHMMAaEIIb, YTO CTOUT TOBOPUTH, & YTO — HET?

Y CumoHa He OBIIO 3aIUTH. TOT, KTO MOT OB OCTAHOBUTE 3TOT0O YEJIOBEKA, ObII HaJIeKO.

— IMouumato. Ber — ®atep Jlonudep, BceMu TIOOUMEBIN CBSIIEHHUK. A S — CBHIH Balllero CTaporo
Opyra, TOIIy y Bac Iepen Moe30Koi Ha KOH(MepPEeHIHIO.



— Ilpekpacuo, CuMOH, — yIOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHY Kypono. — MHe HpaBATCSI COO0pa3uTeIbHEIE
neTu. A etie 60blile — Te, KTO YMeeT BOBPEMS IIPOSBUTH OaropasyMue.

OH BHIMJICS B3TJISSAOM B JIMLIO MajIbYMKa U BAPYT HOOABUIIL:

— IToyeMy Ke TH Ha 3TOT pa3 He CTaJl CIIOPUThH?

— BrI camu cka3anu — B TI00KTe 6j1aropa3yMHBIX OEeTeH.

«3a4eM MHE HCKaTh CMEpPTH, KOT'la Y MeHs HEeT CUJL COHpOTI/IBJIHTBCH?» — MPAYHO IIOAYMalJl CuMoOH.
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