I'me ecTh THET, TaM Hen30e:KHO BCIILIXHET IMPOTECT. He CTOUT HeloOleHUBAaTh MypaBbeB: KOTaa
IOBeIeHHbIE 10 OTYASTHUS KPOIIeUHBIE CYIIecTBa 00beIUHSIIOTCS, OHYU ITPEBPAIa0TCs B
COKPYILIUTEIbHEIN YEePHBIHM IIOTOK, CMETAIOIINY Ha CBOEM ITyTH JII00bIe 3aCIOHB. CTOUT JTUIITH
IIOSIBUTHCST BOJIEBOMY KOMaHAMPY U Tape AeJIbHBIX CTPaTeroB — M Te, KTO MpeXkfe IPearnoYyuTarl
06e3MOJIBHO YaxHYTb, IPEBPAIAIOTCS B TPO3HYIO CUITY.

— Kanuran! Hanet IIpo1ies yCIIEIIHO, BCe NO30PHEIE IIOCTHL 3a CTEHAMHU J'II/IKBI/IJZ[I/IpOBaHBI!

['oponok ObIsT KpolIeYyHBIM, 60JIbIlle TOX0KKM Ha 3axymanylo IePeBHI0, HO AJIS H3My4YeHHbBIX
«MypaBbeB» OH [IOJIZKEeH OBbIJT CTATh MEPBLIM HAMEXKHEIM yOexKuIeM. BoonyieBieHHbIE YCIIEXOM, OHU
HAHEeCJIM COKPYIIUTEIbHBIN yaap, 3arHaB 3allUTHUKOB I'Opoia B TYIIHK.

— OTO moceneHne HaXOOUTCS [allbllle BCETO OT 3aMKa BepxoBHOro Koponsi, — mom0K1I POCTIBIN
KpeIHIl, o0paliaschk K CTOSIIeMy 1o3afgy ctapiy. — CrenaeM ero OIOPHBIM IIYHKTOM. 371eCh apMUs
CMOKET MEePeloXHYTh U HaOpaThCs CUJI, CTaperIInHa.

ToT, KOro Ha3Bajiu CTapEUIINHON, KUBHYJI, XOTS Ha €ro JIALe N0-IPpeXHeMy YnuTaaach KpauHss
HaCTOPOXKEHHOCTb.

Ha ueHTpanbHOM IJIOIIAAY BOL@PHICs xaoc. CTpOMHbIe PSOLI aTAKYIOUUX U 000 POHSIOIIMXCS
PaCCHIIANNCH, IPeBPaTUB OUTBY B OECIIOPSIAOYHYIO VINYHYIO Pe3HI0. 3alllUTHUKH, IPUKATHE K
CTeHe, OTHASHHO LEIIS/IUCh 3a KU3Hb.

OpHako BCKOpP€ IIPOTUBHUKHU PA30IIJIMCh, OCTABUB B IIEHTPE CBOGOI[HOG IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

— B ueMm gemo? Yto TaMm Bnepeau? — KanuTaH HeMeOJIeHHO OTIIpaBui 6oiilla Ha pa3BefKy.

BCKOpe IIpumiesI OTBET: Bpa}KeCKI/II;I MaCKI/IPOBaHHHﬁ Mar BBI3BAJI KOT'0-TO Ha OYy3Jib, U KaﬁKy,
YHUYTOZXKHUTEJIb TPU3PAKOB, IIPHUHAI BEI30B.

— KanuraH, CTOUT ¥ HaM BMeIlaThCs?

Iyamb... B apMuu He MPensTCTBOBAIM TaKUM JIMYHBEIM cxBaTKaM. Ecnu Kaiiky moGenuT, BoicKaM He
IIPUIETCS TPATUTLCS Ha €Tr0 NOBOJIbCTBUE, a MOTJIONeHHas Ayllla IPOTUBHUKA MOXKET JaTh TOTYOK K
9BOJIIOLIMHU, TIOJAapPUB ITOBCTaHILIaM HOBOT'O CUJIbHOTO JIUAEPA.

Ho ecnu oH mpourpaert... 6ymeT JoCamgHo.

KanuTtaH KauHyJ rOI0BOM:

— Her. Pa3 Kaliky pemmusn nocTaBUTh Ha KOH CBOIO AyIY, TyCTh OymeT Tak. Hafmeoch TONBKO, YTO OH
yMeeT IIPOUTPHIBATE LOCTOUHO.



B 3TOT MOMEHT CT&pGIZH.IPIH& 3aMETHII HEYTO CTPAHHOE B HeOe. B HerOTHﬂﬂHOﬁ TbEM€ HOYH, HOJ106HO
HCKpaM OesbIx KPHUCTAJIJIOB, HAa4YaJIk OCBITIATLECA SIPDKHE TOYKH CBETA.

Yro-To mpubIHUKaNoch. M1 0HO OBITI0O OTPOMHBIM.

CrapeliirHa eBa He PyXHY/I Ha KoJIeHU. K HUM JIeTel qyX BBICIIEro MOPsIaKa, CYIIeCTBO JeCSTOr0
ypoBHs! TsixKemnasi, gaBsias aypa MCHOBEHHO HaKphIJIa IJIOIIaAb, 3aCTABUB CPaKaIOIINXCS 3aMePeTh.
Haxe MackupoBaHHBIN Mar ¥ KaliKy ImpepBaiu Qya7ib, B y2Kace TIIsaas Ha GUTYPY, CIYCKAIIIYIOCs C
Hebec.

9toT 3amnax... Heyxemnu 310 0H?!

3allUTHUKA BOCIIPAHYIIM OYXOM, TOTrOa KaK CIIeCh aTAKYIOIIUX MI'HOBEHHO HCIIaPUIIACh.

910 Onlna aypa BepxoBHoro Koposms. CaMoro MoryiecTBEHHOT0 U OECIIOIagHOT0 Ty3JISTHTA, Ybs
XOJIOOHAS BOJISI ¥ COKPYIIUTEIbHAS MOIIb AepKaIl 3TOT MUP B XKeJIe3HBIX THCKaX.

OrpoMHbie 6€TOCHEeKHBIE KPBIIbS OKYTaIK YeJlioBeKa, TPU3EMIIMBILETOCS Y Kpast qy3JIbHOM
niomanaku. Korpma Bo3ayIHble TOTOKY YTUXIIH, TIEPhS PacTasiyid B BO3AYXeE, a 3anpefesibHast MOIIb
IlyXa [eCITOro YPOBHSI Hayajla CTPEMUTENILHO yracaTh, II0Ka He CXKajlach 0O efiBa 3aMEeTHO! aypH
CylIlecTBa IIePBOTO YPOBHS.

KpacHutrii 118eT. CTIOBHO CUMBOJI POOKOM HafleXIh.

— Ox, KprinaTeiit Kypu6o, kaxkeTcs, MBI IIOTIajId B KAKOE-TO CTPaHHOe MecTo... — FOfal mogHsics Ha
HOTHU, C He[lOyMeHHeM OTJIsIbIBasi TOJITY [yX0B, KOTOphIe 100 3aCThHUIM B IIOKJIOHE, 00 B CTpaxe
MIPUKAJIUCh K 3eMII€.

«Kypu...»

(CTpaHHO HE TO CJI0BO...)

Kprinateii Kypu6o onyctuicst Ha neBoe medo FOpmas u corjacHO MHUCKHYIIL.

— A, BHI TYT y37blo 3aHATH? He oOpalraiiTe Ha MeHss BHUMaHUs, TpofgonxkanTe, — KOmai Maxuyn
pykKor MackupoBaHHOMY Mary 1 KaliKy, IIOCJie Yero CIIPHITHYJ C BLICTYIIa ¥ HAIPaBUIICS K
crapetmuHe. Tam Gb1710 60JTbIIIE BCET'O HAPOAY — CaMoOe MeCTO, YTOOl pa3y3HAaTh HOBOCTH.

Hyxu B yxkace Habmofanu 3a ero npubnuxernueM. [laxke B CKyGHOM HOUYHOM CBETE OHU OTYETIIUBO
BUEJIU JIUI0 NTapHs... ¥ UM 0 CMEPTH XOTeJI0Ch OPOCUTHCS HayTeK. [I0TOMy YTO 9TO JIUII0
npuHanmiexano... Emy!



OpHaKo OHM C U3YMJIEHHEM O0HAPYKUIIMA, YTO CAMM, PUBHIKINKE K OMTBAM, HEBOJIBHO PACCIIa0OUIIKCh.
Ha mopmco3HaTenbHOM YPOBHE OHM YYBCTBOBA/IM: 3TOT YEJIOBEK MM He Bpar. Pa3ym Kpudai 00
OTIaCHOCTH, TpeOys He TepsiTh OMUTEILHOCTH, HO OHU CaM¥ CO00M OIYCTH/IM PYKH, a CUJIB AepPKaTh
opyXxue ucuesnu 6e3 ciepna.

— 9-3... [Ipomy mpoIreHus, 9YTo MpepBajl Bac, — MapeHb B KPACHOM KYpPTKe, Ka3al0Ch, COBEPIIEHHO
He 3aMedvasl, YTO HaXOQUTCS IMOCPeny KpoBaBoy OorHu. C MCKPEHHUM U N0OpOKeIaTeIbHEIM BUOOM
OH 00paTuiCs K 3aCTHIBUIUM AyXaM: — BooOIre-To 5 UIlly OMHOI'0 YeJoBeKa. Brl He BUOENH KOTO-
HUOYOb 110 UMEHU Noxan?

Ha mormmamu BoIjapuiack rpo0oBasi TUIIMHA.

9ToT napeHs... Heyxenu oH — He BepxoBHbM Koponb?

3alllMTHUKYA OKOHYATENIbHO PacTepsaucCh. [IpUCMOTPEBIIKNCE, OHU MOHSAIN, YTO HE3HaKOMeI]
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO KaK [Be KallJIi BOObI II0X0XK Ha Ero BricoYecTBO, HO €ro Telsible Kapue riasa u
MSTKasi, YIOTHas aypa... Ero «3amax» ObIJT CX0K C KOPOJIEBCKUM, HO B HEM He OBIIIO TOM JefsTHON
PEIIMMOCTY U OTCTPAaHEHHOCTH, KOTOPOU CIIaBUJICS UX BIIaObIKa.

— MoxeT, KTO-HUOYOb MHE OTBETHT? — 3aMeTHB, YTO €TI0 IIPOCTO PA3TIISALIBAIOT B THINKHE, FOma
HAXMYPHUJICS, B €r0 TOJIoce IMPOo3ByyYasa TpeBora: — Ec/iu He BUEIN — HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO, MHE
nopoinmeT nrob6ast 3aremnka, gaxe CIyxu.

Kaszanocsk, caM 3ByK €ro rojaoca, mogo6HO HE3PHMOMY Maru4eCKoOMY ITOTOKY, BEITSTHBAT U3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX BCSIKYIO XKaxkay OuTBHL. [Ipuas B ce0st, BOMHBI 00HAPYXKUIN, YTO JABHO OIYCTUIIH
KJIMHKU. Bpaxmaylomue oyxXu meperisigbiBaich, He TOHUMas, Kyaa UCUe3JIo0 XKejlaHue youBaTh ApyT
apyra.

— Ilo3BonbTe Y3HaT5h, KTO BHL..? — CTapefIHIPIHa IMOBCTAHIEB, ITOJO3PEeBasd KaKOe-TO MOIITHOE
MEHTaJIbHOE BO3[EHCTBUE, OCTOPOZKHO IIOOOIIIE]I K «OIIaCHOMY>» HE3HAKOMITY.

— d? — KOpaii yka3an Ha ce0s manbiieM. YBUEB Cephe3HbIN B3TJIAM CTapuKa, OH TOXKe Imomobpacs:
— 3popaBcTBylTEe. MeHs 30ByT FOmau FOku. MoxkeTe 3BaTh npocTo FOmaiu.

— KOpaii... 3HauuT?

CrapelInrHa IOTPY3UICS B pa3myMbs, Ipo0yst uMs Ha BKyC, HO FOmaii yxke oTBiekcs. OH BepHYICS K
Kpalo IJIOMIAgKK ¥ IIPUCEST Ha KOPTOYKHU:

— Emie pa3 u3BMHHUTE, YTO BJIe3 B Ballly Ay3JIb. Teleph MOXKETE IIPOAOJIKATh.

— A?... 9-3, ma... — OYy2JISIHTHI, BCe elle mpebbiBast B TPOCTPAIINH, JIUIIb 3aTOPMOKEHHO KUBHYIIH U
BCKUHYJIA Ty3JIbHBIE TUCKH.



KprinaTeiit Kypubo npuxancs K meke KOmast, HerpoMKO BOPKYSI.

— JTa... moxoxe, o FloxaHe 37ieCh HAKTO He CIIBIIIAN, — PAa304apOBaHHO B3[OXHYII TAPEHb. —
HaBepHoe, CTOUT NIPOJIETETH YyTh AasIbllle BrIyOh MaTepuKa, TaM OOJIKHEI OBITH TOPOfa MOKPYITHEE.

— Ho cnauana gocmorpum! — KOpait Bce-Taku 0CTaBajCst a3apTHEIM UTPOKOM U He MOT IIPOIYCTUTh
MHTEPEeCHOE 3pPeuIe.

OpHako MIpequYyBCTBHE YE€T0-TO HEIIPABUIIBHOTO HE ITOKUOAJIO €r0.

«C HUMU TOYHO BCE B NMopsake? 3By4UT Kak-TO... HEXOPOIIIO».

TpeBora nmoaTBepOuIach B TOT CaMBI MUT, KOTa Oy3J1b 3aBepIIuiack. Kaiky, yHUYTOXKUTETb
IIPU3PAKOB, U3MaJl IOCIIeIHUY Aylilepa3gupalouil Kpuk. Ero Teno pacchnanoch MupuagaMu
30JI0TBHIX MCKD, KOTOPHIE 3aKPYKHUJIUCh B HOYHOM BO3[AYXE U CTPEMUTEIbHO BIIUTAIUCh B
MackKupoBaHHOT0 Mara.

Ha mone 605 cTano ogHUM CyIIeCTBOM MEHBLIIIE.

— Yro... yTO 9TO0 6BI0? — KOmait BCKOYMII, OTOPOIIEJIO TJISIAs Ha ImycToe MecTo. — OH ucues? Kaiiky...
OH IIPOCTO UCYE3?

«Kypu-kypu...»

Kprinatsiii Kypr6o nmedanbHO 00BSICHUIT OPYTY: B 9TOM MUPe TaKoBa y4acTh KazK0T0 IIPOUTPABIIETO.

— OH ymep?!

9TOT MUP OKa3aliCs COBCEM He TaKUM, KaKuM ero npencrasinsan FOgai. CoBceM.

— Vo6etiTe ux! Y6enite Bcex! OtomcTtute 3a Kaiiky! — 4ei-To SSpOCTHBIN BOILIb Pa30pBasl TULIUHY, U
II0LIagb CHOBA ITOTPY3MUIach B XaocC.

KOmait 3acThin, ragas CBEPXY HAd OKPOBABJIEHHOE MECHUBO. CpeI[I/I CPaXawIluxcda TO U Oejio
BCIIBIXHBAJIM 30JIOTUCTHEIE OTHU — AOYIIX ITaBIINUX. Onu He COGI/IpaJ'II/ICB B 00J1aKa, a IIPOCTO TadJInk B
HOYHOM Hebe, CTaHOBSICh YaCThi0 0ECKOHEYHOMH ThMHI.

CrapeiiivHa, KOTOPOT0 AyXU [IOYXTAJIU 3a MyIPOCTh, MeIJIEHHO IIOJOIIe]I K IapHI0, OUPasich Ha
n1ocox. OH CyX0 OTKalLJIsAICH:

— IIpoctute, Ero BricouectBo FOpaii. Haperocs, 3T0 3penuile He CIUIIKOM Bac Halyraso.



FOmait He 06epHyCcs. B ero Kapux ria3ax 0TpaXKaslocCh JIMIIh MOPEe OTHS — KPOBABO-KPACHOTO U
MEPTBEHHO-30JI0TOTO.

)%k

3aMok BepxoBHoro Kopomns

Odurtiep cBSI3U yBesl U3paHEHHOT0 TOHIA, YTOOH OKa3aTh eMy IoMollb. [Tafmmii auren 3eparo,
OTBETCTBEHHHIN 3a Ilepefiady JOHECEHUH, 3aMep B HEPEeIInTeIbHOCTH. BpeMs OblIo I037Hee, Yac,
KOT]a KOPOJIb OOBIYHO OTXOAUT KO CHY. OOHAKO BECTH C TPAHUIB OBIIM HAaCTOIBKO TPEBOXKHBIMHU, YTO
3epaTo He ITOCMeT B3ITh Ha ce0s rpex nmpomepnenusi. Cobpas 6ymaru, OH HampaBwICs K [ TaBHOMY
3any 3aMka BepxoBuoro Koposs.

y JIBepefI CIIyTu CoO0IININ eMy JIO6pYIO BECTh: BJIaAbIKaA €III€ HE JIOZKUJICA... BEepHEe, OH YXKe
IMOOHAJICS.

«Heyxenu oH IIpeBULEN 3TO?»

3epaTo CIIyKUj1 CBOEMY KOPOJII0O MHOTHe TOIbl, HO TaK ¥ He CMOT pa3rafaTth ero Hatypy. OH 3Han
JIAIb OOHO: BepxoBHb Kopons 4ynoBuiHO cuneH. CUIeH HaCTOIbKO, YTO 9TO HE MOAAaBaIoCh
OCMBICJIEHHUIO.

Be3MomnBHEIN CllyTa IIPOBEN €T0 Ha TPeTUH Apyc ['MaBHOTO 3aila ¥ yKa3all Ha 0anKkoH PSmIoM C
OIIOYUBAJIbHEH.

— l'ocnioguu BepxoBHEIM Koposb, mpocTuTe 3a 6€CIIOKOMCTBO B CTOJIb MTO3HUIM Yac, Y MEHsS CPOYHOe
moHeceHwue... Mol rocnoguH?

[TouTUTEILHO CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY U OIYCTUBILKCH Ha KOJIEHO Iepe[l BLIX0OoM Ha 6anKoH, 3epaTo
PUCKHYJI IOMHSATDH B3TJIAA. KOposb cCHOen 3a CTOJIOM, 3aAyMYKBO BEPTS B PyKax XPyCTalbHBIN KyOOK.
Ha ero yepHOM MyHAXpe, pacIIUTOM 30JI0TBIMU HUTSMH, UTPaiu 3710Belre 67uku. OT OMHON TOJIBKO
(GUTYpH IPABUTEJIST KCXOOUIA TaKasl MOIIb, YTO 3epaTo eqBa HaXoausl B cebe CUIBI He BXKAThCS B MOJ.

— IIpoponxaun. 4 cioymaro.

T'omoc mpo3By4an 6ecCTpacTHO, TOYTH PABHOMYIITHO.

— Cnymaso... CerogHst HOYBIO TPYIIa MITEXKHUKOB Hallajla Ha MOrPaHUYHYIO IepeBHI0 Kapyn u
3axBaTuia ee...

— Xm. HukuyemHoe oTpebnbe.



3eparo B3APOTHYJI, HO IPOOJIKHUII:

— OT4eTHl 0 IOTEPSX U Pa3pyLIEHUAX cerdac rOTOBSATCS. ..

BerOBHBIfI KOpOHI: TMMOOHAJICA U1 IIOJOIIEN K ITIePpujlaM 0asikoHa, OIMMpPasaCh HAa HUX cruHOou. CBeT
IIagall TaK, 9TO JINIld BJIaJbIKA OBLIIO HE Pa3rindneTh:

— OTuer momkeH ObITH Y MEHS 3aBTpa Oo MonynHsa. MHpopMaluio o MaTeXKHUKax rnepenai CUibse
Tongy. [TycTh K 3aBTpallIHEMY Beuepy IMOATOTOBST IIJIaH KapaTeNIbHOM onepaunu. f He kenalo BUOETh
3TUX BBICKOYEK Ha MOUX I'DaHUIlAX Yepe3 Hefemio.

— Byner ucnonmHeHo, MO TOCIIOAKH.

Iloknap OBLII OKOHYEH. BepaTo TIOKJIOHHUJICA U yXKe co61/1panc;{ YIZTH, KOT[ia JIe[THOM T'0JI0C KOpoJisa
OCTaHOBHII €ro:

— Crotii.

— 9-3... [la, rocnogus BepxoBHEIM Koposnb? — 3epaTo m0X0JI0fes U CHOBa OIYCTUJICA Ha KOJIEHO.

— Pa3sBe 310 BCE? B moHeceHuu OLIIO YTO-TO EIIE.

— O yeM BHI, TOCIIONUH"?

— MHe HYXKHEI IIOJIHBIE CBEIEHHNSI, BepaTo. AGCOIIOTHO IOJIHEBIE. THI BeOb IIOHUMAa€EIb, O 4YEM 4.

B nocneguen ¢hpale 0TUYETIHNBO IIPO3ByYasia yrpo3a. 3epaTo I0YyBCTBOBAJ, KakK II0 CIIMHE MTOTEK
XOJIOOHBIY TTOT. TONTBKO Ceiyac OH BCIIOMHHUII O [IeTajli, KOTOPYIO II0JICO3HATEIHHO IIBITAJICS
UTHOPUPOBATH.

— I'M... roHern YIIOMHHAJI, YTO Ha II0JIE 0051 TOSIBUJICS YeJloBeK... U elle oH cKazarll...

3epaTo 3aMscs.

— W uTo0 XKe oH cKalan? — BepxoBHb# Koposnb, Kazanoch, Ob1 6e3y4acTeH, OH MeOJIEHHO ITOKauuBaJl
B KyOKe TeMHO-KpaCHOE BUHO.

— Ckasajl... 94TO 9TOT YeJOBeK... YOUBUTEJIBHO ITIOXO02XK Ha BacC.

XpycTh!



BHe3amHbIN 3BYK JIOMHYBIIET0 XPYCTaJIs 3aCTABUI 3ePaTO OTIPSIHYTh U €[Ba He MMOBAJIUTHCS Ha
CIIUHY.

— Xw. IIpekpacHo. IIpocTo 3aMedaTenbHO.

BepxoBHEbIH Koposb HerpoMKko paccMesiics. OH Opocui 0CKONMKK KyOKa Ha II0JI ¥ C CYXUM TPECKOM
pa3maBUI UX KOBAHEIM CAmoroM. TeHU 3a 3aHAaBECOM TYT XKe IPUILIHN B JBUXKEHHE: CIYTH O€CITyMHO
U CTPEMUTEJILHO yOpaIyr OCKOJIKHY, TOJHECS Yallly C BOLOH, YTOOHI BIIafibIKa MOT CMHITh C JTaJOHU
KAl BUHA, TIONO3PUTEIPHO HATOMWHABIIKNE CBEXKYI0 KPOBE.

— CBo6opeH. TE XOPOIIO IOTPYLUIICS.

3epaTo, YYBCTBYSA HEBEPOATHOE o0yeryeHue, MOCIEITHO OTKIAHSIICS U TIOKHUHYII ITIOKOH.
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