['maBa yeTHIPHAAIATAS

Kak mpaBuio, yeM HUKYEMHEEe 4eJIOBEK, TeM 0O0JIbIlle B HEM HeIOMepHBIX aMOuIuii. bpaTtes K0anb
ObUIM TOMY SipYalImuM npumepoMm, a muagmmi, FOaus Iy, 1 BoBce CYKTAICS BOIJIOIMIEHHNEM 3TOTO
IIpaBUa.

Heun3sBecTHO, Kakoe IoOMpayeHNe pacCynKa Ha HEro HAlIo, HO B IIOCTIegHEee BPeMs OH TOJIBKO U
Ienaj, YTO TPe3u HasgBY O BOCXOXKEHUU Ha UMIIEPATOPCKUM IIPeCcTos B XyallHaHHU.

Korpa JIrou By monmy4us OT HEro MUCbMO, JOCTaBIEHHOE TOHLIOM, OH He 3HaJl, 3JIUTLCSI eMy UIH
cMmesThcd. He roBops HU CI0Ba, OH IIpUKa3all B3ATh IOCIaHHKKA II0J CTPaxy, a caMo II0C/IaHue
HeMemis mepemnpasui B ye3n Ciol, mpsimo B pyku Llao [Jao. Y3HaB 06 atom, FOans Iy, maxe He
3ayMBbIBasICh, II0 CUJIaM JIK €My TATaThCS C TAKUM IIPOTUBHUKOM, B IIOPHIBE SPOCTHU IOBEJ BOMCKA B
araky. Pe3ynbTaT OBl IpeficKa3yeM: B KOHIle KOHI[OB TOT, ITOJIKaB XBOCT, IT030pHO Gexkas 06paTHO B
CBOU BJIafieHUS.

B To Bpems, korga nuceMo JIrou By gocturno nenu, Llao Llao Haxoguics B ye3ne Crou,
BOCCTaHAaBJIMBas CUJIbI U IIJIAaHUPYS JanbHenmue mard. CKOIb3HYB B3rJISA0M 110 CTPOUYKaM, OH
BEPHYJICS K U3y4eHHnIo KapThl. CTogBmmi psigoM I'o L34 B35 nuckMo, pobexkas ero rina3aMu u
CapKaCTUYHO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Xa! 9TOoT rnymer 0OKOHYaTe/IbHO JIUIINUIICA pacCyfKa. B Takoe BpeMsi OTKPEITO 3aIBUTH O
HaMepeHUsX, 3a KOTOphIe 110601 COUTET CBOMM [OJITOM €T0 Ka3HUTh... EMy UTO, KU3Hb He Muia?
BanbKO0, BoHBAKO, TOCMOTPH TOJIBKO — HEYXKEJIU Ha CBETe OBIBAIOT CTOJIb TYT0JI00kIe JTI0TU?

C stumu cnoBamu ['o 1135 cynyn nuceMo B pyku CroHb 010, 0XKufas ero peakluui.

CopepxkaHue nmucbMa HU4YyTh He yauBuiio CroHb FOs1. OH NUIb CIIOKOMHO 3aMeTUI:

— Cyqs 1o mpeXHUM MOCTYIIKaM ero cTapinero 6pata, MOXKHO OBIJIO OOTAAaTHCS, YTO U MJTQIINI
Hefaneko yuesn. Ho s He oxupas, 4To OH JOKATUTCS [0 TaKoro abcypra.

[lao ITao, mocene XpaHUBIINHE MOTYaHUE, TOTHSII B3I Ha IEPEIIENTHBAOLIYIOCS TaPOYKy U CYX0
KalJITHY:

— BeI 1BO€, 0 uéM TaMm myuIyKaeTech? §1 ciyiraro Bac yxke fJo0pyio 4eTBEPTH Yaca, HO Tak U He
YCIIbIIIa HUYero eJIbHOTO.

Co cMmemnKoM 0TOPOCUB TUCHEMO B CTOPOHY, ['0 L1351 mpoTAHYI:

— locoguH Bemb yKe BCE mIs ceOs Pelu, Kyaa YK HaM TyT YMHHUYATh.



Crons HOii cimerka notsanyn I'o 1134 3a pyKaB U MPOIIENTa:

— Bynp noceprésnee.

['s0s1 Ha IBYX CBOMX COBETHHKOB — CTOJIb PA3HEIX 110 XapaKTePy, HO YIUBUTEIILHO TapMOHHYHO
MOTIOHSIONMX APYT Apyra, — Ilao Ilao TpoMKO paccMesyics:

— He 6ega, ®3HCs0 npaB. BaHbkKO, CKaXKK, YTO TH 00 3TOM AyMaellb?

— Ceityac HOansb Ilao yxKe 3axBaTul YeThipe NPOoBUHIMH: LI3uuxkoy, Ouxoy, Lluayxkoy u BuH4XKOYy.
[TpoTtuBoCTOSIHUE C HUM TTOTPebOyeT BpeMeHnu. Pa3 yx Kaus Illy cam He HaxomuT cebe MecTa OT
HETEepIIeHUs, HaM CTOUT HaBECTUTh €TO0.

[ToBepHYyBIIUCE K '0 1135 ¥ YBUIEB, YTO TOT CHOBA YXMBIIIeTCs, Kak auc, CioHb KO# BHE3aAMHO
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ HelagHoe. OH OBICTPO mepeBén B3risaa o0paTHO Ha Llao Lao:

— Yto ckaxet ['ocnogun 1lao?

— MMeHHO Tak 4 u nyaHupoBan. HemMenyieHHO oToaBaiiTe IpuUKas: HadaTh IOATOTOBKY K BOCTOUHOMY
TI0XOMY.

Ha arot pas Cions FOu1 ycBoun ypok. [TokunyB moMecTthe 1lao, 0H cpa3y xke pacmnporrancs ¢ ['o L34 u,
CJIOBHO CTpeJia, 3alphIrHyJl B IIOBO3KY, HAIlpaBUBIIMChH K BOEHHBIM jarepsam. ['o I35 3amMep Ha MecTe,
TS0 BCJeH OKyTaHHOMY IIBUIBIO 9KUIIaXKy, U HEBOJIBHO 3aAyMasics: «Heyxkenu B IPOIUIEIY pa3 s ero
CIIUIIKOM CUIbHO Hamoun? ITouemy B nocnenuue oHu ['ocniogun CioHb JIMH IpU BuOe MeHsT O€XKUT,
KaK MHIIIb OT KoTa?» BmpoueM, 3Has ero Hpas, TOf00HEIE PA3MHBIIIIEHNS HE MOTJIM JJIUTLCS [OJIT0 —
110 KpaliHel Mepe, OHU TOYHO He ITOMeIlaayd eMy OTIIPaBUTHCS B ONMKaMNIIyI0 TaBEPHY.

BpeMs mposieTeno He3aMeTHO, ¥ BOT HACTYIIUII CEeHTSOPs — Imopa Iiybokoi ocenu. Koans Iy
BTOprcsa B Ysabuxkoy. [To nmpukasy Llao llao apMus BEICTyIIKIIa B BOCTOYHEIM IT0X0A. [1oxX0xXKe, TOT
COBepIIIeHHO He oxkumai, 4uTo [{ao [Tao pemuT 3aHAIThHCS UM BCephEe3. EQBa MpoCEIIIaB 0
npubIuKeHUN BpaXkeCKNX BOMCK, OH MTHOBEHHO PacTepsiJl BeCh CBOM TOHOP. OCTaBUB YETBEPHIX
BoeHavyabHUKOB — LIs10 XKy4, JIu ®3Ha, JIgu 'ara u JI3 L1310 — ygepXKuBaTh O3UIUK, OH CaM BO
BECh OITOP OPOCUIICS MTPOYh OT apMUM U 6exkasl 3a peKy Xyauryii.

CoycTsl BCero HeCKOJIbKO OHeM moce nNpuOsThs B YsHbuKOY apMus L]ao B3sia ropopn. YeTBephix
OpOIIIEHHBIX Ha MMPOK3BOJI CYyAbO KOMaHOUPOB Ka3HUIU 0e3 BCAKOT0 coxaneHusi. Ho moka congaTsl
JIUKOBAIH, Ipa3gHys mobeny, Ha ayire y Lao [Jao Ovl10 HeCTIOKO#MHO. B ero cepptie BCé erée
KPOBOTOYMJIa PaHa OT BeCEHHeN IIOTepH ChIHa M BepHOTro reHepasna. Obuny Ha Yxkan Cio oH
IPOTJIOTUTHL He MoT. IToxox mpoTtus Flaus Iy ObLa MUIIEL 3MTKM300M, ITO3BOJIMBIIUM HEMHOTO
YKpenuTh cunkl. HacTosime 11ebi0 3TOTro rofa ocTaBanach MecTs YxkaH Cio.

Ha cnepyromuit meHb mocye 3axBata YsHbuxkoy Llao ITao moBepHyn BovicKa oOpaTHO B ye3n Croi. K



TOMY BpEMEHHU YK€ HaCTyIIhJia 3uMa, U BCE JKHBOE BOKDPYT yBAOaIlO.

[lao Llao cumen B KOMHaTe, I'ie SIPKO IOJIbIXaIu YIJIU B )KapoBHe. OH 3aflyMYUBO IIOCTYKHBAJI
nasibliaMy 110 CTOJY, B3I ero OblT MpadeH u croxeH. Cions F0it u Usn FO# cunenu psamom,
COXpaHss CYPOBYIO COCPeAOTOYeHHOCTD. JIumb ['o L1351, KaK 00BIYHO, BHITJIAE HEOPEKHBIM, CTIOBHO
IIPOUCXOAsIee ero Masno Kacanock. Crycts gonroe BpeMs Llao Ilao 3aroBopun:

— C Tex TOp Kak $ MoTepIieN nopaxeHnune Ha peke FOumy#, 6exan B YiUHD U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
BEPHYJICS ciofa, ye3nsl HaubsaH u YKaHIWH CHOBA epeMeTHYUCH K YxkaH Cro. f noceinan LI3eiisaas
B aTaKy, HO OH He CMOT HOOUThCSA ycIexa 1 OB BEIHYKIEH BCTATh jarepeM B ye3fe E. 3ToT UxkaH
Cro ciummkom oOHaresn. Cropopusiuck ¢ JIto bsio, 0H coBepiaeT Haberu OOuH 3a OPYTUM, HO B
OTKPBITHIM 60# He BcTymaeT. CII0BHO Opoasiunii mec: 4yTh 3a3€BaelIbCs — MPUOEKUT U YKYCHUT.
HesriHOocuMo! [Toka 51 He BEIMeIlly 9Ty 37100y, MHe He BUATh ITOKOs!

Crons HOi1 1 Ysn HO#, mpekpacHO MOHMMaBIIIKE, KaKas BpaXxfa pa3fensaeT ux rocrnogria u Yxax Cio,
CUHXPOHHO HaXMypPHUIIUCh. Yepe3 MraoBeHue YsH HOii oTBeTHUI:

— Ho teneps, korga emy momoraet JIio Bso, nnan noxona Ha Yxkan Cio, 6010Ch, IPUAETCS OTIOXKUTE.
Ecnu BCE TOBTOPUTCS, KaK B IIPOIIIILIN pas...

[Tao Llao pemuTenbHO B3MaxHYJI PYKOU:

— Hckmnroueno! Ilocne Toro IIOpaXKeHu4d s IIOKIIAJICA: g Ooblle HEe Impourparlo.

YcnrimaB 310, I'o 135, KOTOPHIH 10 3TOTO Ka3ascs 6e3y4yacTHHIM, BHE3AITHO PACXOX0TAJICH:

— locoguH — UCTUHHBIN repoii! I'afgaio, YTO U3 9TOr0 IMOXOMa BEl BEPHETECH C BETUKOM MO0emo.

9TH cnoBa nopa3unu Bcex Tpoux. [axe Cionb FO#, 4bM MBEICTTH OOBIYHO TEKJIH B YHUCOH C uaesiMu ['o
1131, Ha MrHOBEHME HEe CMOT yJIOBUThL CyTH €T0 CJIOB.

Ysu FO# cyx0 yCMexXHYyICS:

— IOHomeckas caMOHanessHHOCTb. [lefla BOMHBEL — Belllb CEPbE3Hast, KaK MOXKHO 3HATh UCXO[
3apaHee? Ha 4éM OCHOBaHa TBOSI YBEPEHHOCThH?

— Hcxopn OUTBEL HETB3SI NTpefCKa3aTh HaBepHsIKa, HO, Kak roBopui CyHb-13b: «KTO emé no
CpaXkeHUs B XpaMe IPeJKOB HACUUTHIBAET 00y, ¥ TOTO IIIaHCOB MHOT0». ['OCTIOANH IJIaHUPOBA
3TOT IIOXO JOJITO U TIIaTenbHO. K TOMY e HbIHeIHee nojloxkeHue YxkaH Cio ganeko He Tak
pamgyKHO, KaK KaXXeTCs Ha IepBhIil B3TJA. Pa3 y Hallleli apMUu eCTh AeTalbHbIM IIJIaH U BCE YCIIOBUS
niis TpuyMda, 4ero HaMm 00sIThC?



['o L1351 roBOpHUIT C aOCONIOTHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO, @ B €T0 T'JIa3aX ropejl TOT CaMblil IeP3KU OTOHb, YTO
IPUCYI] JIUIIb ONapEHHOMN I0HOCTH.

Ysn 01 Obln y2Ke cTap U B OBICTPOTE IPUHATHUS PEIIeHUH BHO YCTyIal ABYM MOJIOABIM TaJlaHTaM.
Crouno I'o 1131 3amomnuats, Kak CioHb O mepecTtan XMypUThCS U TOHUMaloIe yabl0Hyca Apyry. Ho
Usn HOii Bcé elnlé ObLI II0JIOH COMHEHUI:

— C yero THI B34J1, 4TO noJioxKeHue YxkaH Cro He Tak pagyKHO?

[MonmepeB pyKoi mog00pomokK, I'o 11351 CKITOHMII T0JIOBY HAOOK:

— l'ocnoguH Bedpb TOJIBKO YTO caM 00 3TOM CKa3all.

3Has, yto ['o 1131 He cTaHeT yTpyXkaaTh ce0st mogpoOHEIMU 00bsicHeHussMU, CroHb HO# mocmenun
BMEIIAThLCS, YTOOBI He YSI3BUTh TOPAOCTL CTAPOT0 KOJITIETH:

— Tonbko uto 'ocnopuH [Tao ynoMsHyn, 4To Bolicka YxkaH Clo IOCTOSHHO HallafaloT Ha Halll jlarepb
B ye3ne E, HO u30eramT IpsIMOT0 CTOJIKHOBEHUS. DTO 3HAYUT, YTO fAaxe Npu nogaepxke JIo Bso ero
CHUJI HEOCTATOYHO, YTOO IPOTUBOCTOSITh Halllell apMUU B OTKPHITOM IToJie. Bonee Toro, Jlio Bsio —
4yeJI0BeK HeHafleKHEIM. CKOpee BCero, 3TOT COI3 — JIAIIb BUAUMOCTb, ¥ OHU yXKe NaBHO IT003PEBAI0T
npyr opyra. MmenHo noaToMy ®3HCSI0 Tak YBepeH B Halllel mobefe.

Xors B gymie YsH K04 elfé ocraBanach Kamisi HeIOBOJIbCTBA, OH HE MOT He IIPU3HATh IOPA3UTEIbHYIO
npoHULAaTeNbHOCTh ['0 1351, OH KUBHYI U 3aMOT4al.

Llao Llao, c ynoBonbCTBHEM HaOMIOaBIIKAMA 3@ CIIOPOM TPEX CBOUX JTYUILUX JIOLEHN, TPOBO3TIaCHII:

— XOpOI.HO. I‘I}KYHJIS, ®sHCA0, UOUTE U r[epe;:[aflTe IIPpHUKA3 BOMCKaM. BaHBKO, THI OCTAHbBCS.

— Crnymarocs.

Bckope B koMHaTe ocTanuch nuiib [lao Llao u Crous FO#. Yrnu B nedu paesnu aiblM, co3gaBast
atMmocdepy, KoTopas Ka3ajiach CTPAHHO YyXKIoHu TeKymeMmy MoMeHTy. Cionb FOit HuKorma He OBl
HeTepIeNuB; TUILMHA U OXHUOaHue He nyranu ero. OH Ipoposkai CIOKOMHO CULeTh, OXKUas, Korga
3aroBOPUT 'OCIIOAMH.

I'nsapgs Ha ero KPOTKUY BUA U OnyleHHbIe BeKH, [lao Llao B3moxHym:

— B9HBXKO, KaK JONT0 TH yKE CO MHOU?

Hewmnoro nogymas, Crous O TUXO OTBETHUIIL:



— IllecTn J1€ET.

— [Ia, mecTs ner... Tebe Torma u TpupLaT He Ob10. U BOT — IIPOMEIBbKHYIIO IIECTh JIET...

Cronb H0it He moruMaii, 3auyeM llao [lao ocTaBui ero, HO B OyIIe Ha49aJIO 3aP0XKOaThCA 0eCIIOKOMCTBO.
EMy Ka3aJIoCh, YTO UCTUHHEIE CJIOBA TOCIOMHA eI1e BIIEpEeu. Chyi pedn, MoJIHbIe HOCTAJIbI'UH,
IMO4YeMYy-TO OaBUJIM Ha HETO. On IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IIOO MIMPOKUMHU PYKaBaMH JTaJOHU YBJIQXKHUJINCh
OT XOJIOOHOTI' O II0Ta.

[Jao Llao BcTanm 4, 3a/10KUB PYKHU 3a CIKHY, ToBepHYICA K CroHb FO10 CrIMHOM:

— IllecTs net npo1uino, a g BCE Tak XkKe OKpyxkeH BparaMu. Ha BocToke — Jlwi By, Ha 1ore — FOaHb
[y, Ha 3anage — YxaH Ciwo, Ha ceBepe — FOanb Ila0... O MenKUX COIIKax g ¥ BOBCE MOIYy!

Teneps Cronb KO OKOHYATEIHHO MOHSIT: B IIPeAaBepuH Benukoit 6uTse ¢ Yxkan Cio Ilao ITao
BCIIOMHHUJI O Tpareauu B BanpusHe. Emé B sHBape, Mociie IOPakeHus, OH BEJT ce0s1 CTPaHHO, HO
torga CioHb FOi He Ipuman 3TOMy 3HaueHHUs, OTPAHUYMBIINCH CIIOBaMU yTellleHus. Temeps XKe CTano
SICHO: CTapasl paHa BCKphLIaCh C HOBOY CHUJIOM.

Cobpasgimuch ¢ Mmeiciisamu, Cioub Hit mogusics u mogoién K Llao [Jao. Ero romoc, CIIOKOWHBIN U
TEeKy4HUii, CJIOBHO BOJa, 3a3By4asl B TULIKHE:

— l'ocogus Lao, BeI omubaeTech. BHelIHe KaxkeTcs, YTO 3a IIeCTh JIeT HUYero He U3MEeHHIIOCh, HO
Ha JeJie BCé WHayve. JIummHue cjoBa OyAyT HAIIPACHHL. f1 MHINb CKAXy OfHO: UCTUHHEBIN TepOH, Jaxe
npeOriBast B c1aboCTH, CO BpeMeHeM 0OPETET BEeNIUKYI0 MOIIb. TOT 3Ke, KTO JTUIIEH UCTUHHON CHJIBI
IyXa, paHo WUJH MTO3[IHO MafeT, KakK Okl HY OB OH BEJIMK CEromHs.

— Bot kak? — Ilao IJao 6pocun Ha CioHb FOst cTpaHHBIN B3TJISAH, BEPHYJCS K CTOJY U IPUBBIYHO
3acTy4all [TaJbllaMy II0 iepeBy. — Torga ckaxu MHe... KOrfa MPUAET OeHb TpuyMda, HeYKeu BCe,
KTO MHE JOPOT, YUAYT OOUH 3a APYyruM, Kak LI3sicto u I-nmau? M-m?

9To OB IEPBHIY pa3, Koraa B yacTHoM 6ecene ¢ Cionb FOeMm Ilao Llao Ha3Ban cebs TUTYI0M «MEI»,
oJYepPKHBas AUCTaHIIKIO mpaBuTess. Cionb FO#, 00mamaBIyiil HCKITIOUUTEIbHEIM YMOM, MTHOBEHHO
nouysii HegoOpoe. OH MeJIeHHO ¥ TOPXKECTBEHHO OITyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIeHH, He TPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.

— BanbusH, — riyxo mpousHec Llao L{ao, BliepuB B COBETHHKA OCTPHIY B3rJigA. — Torma, B
BaHb4sHe... THI Beb BCE IPEIBUMEN, HE TaK JTnu?

Cronb IO¥ He mogHUMAIT TOJI0OBEI, OCTaBasICh 6ECCTPACTHBIM:

— Ha. Ilpegsupern.



— 3HAuuT, JaXxe B TOM CMEPTENIbHOM IOBYIIKE Thl CYMEJI CITaCTUCh He TOJIbKO Oraromapst 6paTbaM
Caxoy?

B aTtux cnoBax CKBO3UIO HEMPUKPHITOE momo3penue. Cionb KO Monuar, He 3Hasi, KaK OIpaBaaThCs.
OH meliCTBUTENIBHO IPEOYyBCTBOBAJ Oey Toi HOYLIO U faxke Besienl CioHb FO OTTOBOPHUTE TOCIIOAMHA.
Ho oH, cambIi OMM3KUY U TOBEPEHHBIN COBETHUK, He BCcTall Ha nyTH Llao [ao rpynbio, He TPOSIBUI
pemmMocTu. [Touemy? Ecnu 0H CKaXeT IpaBoy — 4TO XOTell YpoKoM YxkaH Ci0 OTPE3BUTH
OCJIETIZIEHHOT'0 YCIIEXOM T'OCIIOANHA, HO He 0XKHuOajl rubeu ero nepBeHila ¥ BEPHOTO CTpaxa, — KTO
emy noBeput? Cions FO# nonumar, kakyio 6omb npuuunui Lao Llao, u B riny6uHe myimu Kopui cebs,
HO He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s pacKasThCs B TOM peleHuu. OgHAKO ceryac ao0ble CIoBa JTUIIb
pa3oxkriau OBl THEB TOCIOIKHA.

WHorma TUIIMHA — €OUHCTBEHHBIHN IINUT.

— Moii LI3ricto... — romnoc ao Ilao mporuyn. — Mot 1I3ricto moru6! YMep! — 0H B SpOCTH CMaxHYTT
CO CToJla CTOnKy 6aMOyKOBBIX CBUTKOB. — ['ociogus Cioub JIun, [lluuxyn Cionb... Heyxenu 3a
IIEeCTh JIET S TaK U He Hay4YUJICA IIOHUMATh TeOs? A?!

[MTocnegHuH BOIIPOC ITPO3ByYasl MOYTH KaK CTOH.

OpuH 13 meTsaumx CBUTKOB 601pHO yaapun Cions FOs mo n6y. OH maxe He IIeI0XHYICS. MeoneHHO
3aKpHIB I'JIa3a, OH MTO3BOJIUII KPOBU CTPYUTHLCS M3 PaHbl, CTEKATH 110 BEKY U I[eKe, OCTABIISS CIE,
IIOX0KWU Ha KPOBABYIO ClIEe3y.

[Tpomnio mHOTO Bpemenu. Ha mony mepen Cious FOeM yxke HaTeKIa HeGObIIast TyKulla, KOToa OH
CHOBA OTKPHUI CBOY TTy0OKHe, IOTHEIe IIOKOPHOCTH T'a3a. OH clerka MPUIIOHSI JIULO, TTISAS Ha
ao ITao, ¥ Tpou3HEC — THUXO, CJIOBHO IJIa¥a KPOBbIO:

— IToromy uto CuxyH 1lao MHe GoJblile HE BEPHUT.

JIyHa CKpbl/Iach, ¥ B HOUHOMW TUIIKHE Pa3fajics XPUILIBIN KPUK BOPOHA.
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