CHYCTH MHOro net Lao I1u, IIPUCIIOHUBIINCE K IIJIEYY CriMa Y, TOPBKO ¥ UPOHUYHO YCMeXHéTCE[. On
9acCTo 6YJI€‘T BCIIOMMHAaTh Te cnoBa Llao Llao ¢ TJ'IY6OKI/IM B3[10XOM:

— Kak Heneno. [TogyMaii TOJBKO, pa3Be OTel] KOrma-HuOyOb mo-HacTosimeMy obnagan 6paToM LI3bicio
un MHOU? A Bemb TBepaui 00 yTpaTte. Ecnu B TOT MUT KTO ¥ UMEJI IIPABO T'OBOPUTH O TMIOTEPE, TAK 3TO
d.

Kaxnniii pas, cibiina mopobHoe, ChiMa U 0TKIIafibiBajl B CTOPOHY 0aMOyKOBEIE IIJIaHKY, IIPUTSATUBAT
Tao Ilu K cebe 1 ¢ HEBOJILHEIM B3[[0XOM 3BaJl €r0 II0 UMEHH:

— LI3BIXyaHs...

B ero romoce, KakK ¥ B caMOM HMeHH, BCerga CJIBIIAIOCH 9X0 3aTaéHHOU IIevdali.

Ho Bcé aTo Oynet motoM. A Torga eré coBceM 1oHbIH 1lao [Ty, MOMy4YuB NOMIEYNHY, UL 3aCTHIT Ha
MT'HOBEHUeE. 3aTeM OH Me[JIeHHO ONyCTHJICS Ha 3eMJII0 U 3a60pMOoTar, CI0BHO B Operny:

— 41 3Haw... Crapmuii 6paT ymep. OH Goblile He BepHETCS... PadymeeTcs, 51 3Halo, KaK MHE He 3HATh.
¢ TpocTo He MOTy MOBEPUTH, He X04y... Ho s mpaBma 3Ha0: OH yIIEN HaBcerda. Ero HerT...

O noBTOPSN 3TU (pa3bl CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, ¥ KaX[0e CJI0BO OCTPO UTJI0M BOH3al0Ch B cephlle Llao
Lao, Tep3as u gymry camoro Manb4yvka. Ho Ilao I1u Tak u He 3amnakasn. OH JIUIIb OHTAJICS
3arayumTh 601b B COOCTBEHHOM pa3yMe. Ero cepaiie oTKa3kBaloCh IpUHAMAaTE Ipasay: Llao A
MEPTB.
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— BTOpOIi1 MOIOIO¥ TOCTIOOWH, MOJIOIOY TOCIIOYH. ..

CxkB03b neneny 3a0wiThst 0o Llao ITu qoHEccst Tuxuit rojgoc. OH OTKPHII T'la3a ¥ YBUAEN CITyXKaHKY,
3aMepIIyIo Y KpOBaTU. 3aMETHUB, YTO XO3SIUH OYHYJICS, Ta MIPOHOJIKHUIIA:

— Monopoii rocionuH, paccseno. BaMm mopa roTOBUTHCA K BEIXOAY B TPAYPHBIN 3ail.

[To3BOIMB CTy2KaHKe 0071auuTh cebst B OenocHekHbe onekabl, [lao [Tu 6POCuU B3TIISIM B OKHO.
YTpeHHee CONHIE, OMBITOE HEJABHUM HOXKIEM, YIAPHUIIO B T'JIa3a, 3aCTaBUB €r0 MPHUINYPUThCs. OH
BOPYT CIIPOCHUII C YITHIOKOM:

— Ckaxu, T0YeMy CerofHs Takas 4yHoecHas moroaa?

CnykaHKa, TOpaKEHHAs €T0 CBETJION YIBIOKOM, JIUIIL PACTEPSHHO ITIOKavasla rojioBoi. [TompaBuB ero



II0AC, OHA IIOCIIEIIHO ITOKKWHYJIa KOMHATY. OcTaBmuch OOYH Ha OOWH C BOCXOMSIIUM COJiHIleM, Llao Iu
MEOJIEHHO II0TaCHull y'J'IbI6Ky.

— Tax X0poIIIo, YTO TOLTHO, — C HEBEIPA3UMOK CKOPOLIO IIPOLIEIITAN OH.

B TOT menb B moMecThe 1]ao MpUIIIO MHOXKECTBO NMtofel. [POMKUY IJIa4 U TUXUE BCXJIUIIE CIIUBANIUCH
B €IMHBINM CTOH. HAa3kIBAIOCh 9TO IMOXOPOHAMH, XOTS B I'PO0 ITOJIOKMIIM JIMII IJIaThe U BeHeI]
IIOKOMHOTO.

CTos cpenu TONMEL B TpaypHOM ofesHud, Llao [T 4yBCTBOBaI NUIIb HapacTawlllee pa3apaxeHue.
EMy 0T4assHHO XOTeJIOCh BHIPBATLCS M3 3TOTO 3ajla, y0exkaTh TyOa, I'le HeT HU TYIIH, U 3a0BIThCS
riny0okuM cHoM. Ho oH He Mor. Temepb OH CTaJl CTapIIXM CHIHOM B pony Llao, ¥ KaXKIbli ero 3KecT,
KazXKObIM B3I KacaJIuCh YeCTH CeMBH.

MuHOBan OIUHHLIM, CyeTHHIN OeHb. Korga nocnegHue rocté — KTO C UICKPEHHUM ropeM, KTO C
IIPUTBOPHEIM COYYBCTBUEM — IIOKUHYNIU O0M, [Tao I1u ocrasncsa B mycToM 3ase. OH 3aMep B
pacTepssHHOCTH. 3axX0fisIee COIHIIE KOCO II0JICBeYnBao ero Gurypy, oTépaceiBas Ha I0J IJIMHHYIO,
OOMHOKYIO TeHb. OmycTUB ronosy, Llao ITu npoTsaHy pyKy K COGCTBEHHOM TEHU U YBUMAEN, KaK Ta
0TBE€YAET €My TEM K€ — 3aMHPAET B IIyCTOTE, HE HAaX0OA OTKIIKKA. HpOCTOﬂB TaK KaKOe-TO BpeMd, OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, HACKOJILKO 3TO HEJIETIO, U yXKe XO0TeJl OMyCTUTh PYKY, KaK BAPYT MOSBUIACh Apyras
TeHb. OHa 6e3 Koyie6aHuN HAKphIJIa ero JIafloHb CBOEH.

Llao ITu MeqneHHO OJHSI TJla3a ¥ YBUAEN MOJIOIOTO YeJIoBeKa C IepP3KO0H YIIbIOKOM.

— Bel... CoBeTHUK-1I3ULI3I0 ['07?

— O? — npotsanyn ['o 11351, ¥ XOTS ClIOBa ero BhIpaXkaiu YOUBIEHKE, B TOHE He OBIJI0 HU Kallik
u3yMmneHus. — Thl ¥ MEeHS 3HAeIb?

BricBoGomuB pyKy u3 ero namony, [ao [Ty HETPOMKO OTBETHUII:

— B cBUTE OTIIa TOJIBKO BHI II03BOJIsIETE cebe Tak MpeHebperaTh MpaBUIaMHy.

— Bot kak? — I'o 1I351 mpUTBOPHO-OTOPYEHHO IPHUCEN PSAIOM Ha KOpTOoukKu. — Heyxkenu cnaBa o ['o
®3HCs10 cTONb AypHa? Balu cioBa, MOJIOAOM TOCIIOOUH, PaHAT MEHS B caMoe Cepale.

['nsaps HA TO, KaK YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH OBbIST CTapIlie HEro efiBa I He BOBOE, Pa3bIrPLIBAET Mepen HUM
910 npepncTasnenue, 1ao [Ty HEBOJIBHO B3OOXHYII:

— Her... s X0Ten cKa3aTh, YTO BHL... CBOOOTHEI IYXOM.

— Hy Het! 910 TpebyeT Bo3MelneHus! — I'o I35 BCKMHYJI I'OJIOBY U C HAIlyCKHOM CBUPEIOCTHIO



YCTAaBHUJICA Ha MaJIbYHKa.

— Kakoro emgé Bo3memnieHusi? — [lao [T1 HaCTOPOKUIC.

T'o L35 yneIOHYIICS, TOYHO JIUC, ¥, OeciiepeMoHHO cxBaTuB 11ao [Ty 3a 11e4o, IOTAIIXI K BEIXOY.

— Pa3ymMeeTcs, Thl COCTaBHUILbL MHE KOMIIQHUIO 3a YapKOU BUHa!

— Oit! Henwas! Ecnu oTell y3HAeT, OH MeHs YOLET!

— Jla 6pocsTe, rocrioguH 1lao He Tako# 4ennoBek, He OecrmokonTeck! — I'o L34 m1aras K BOPOTaM C
caMbIM 0€33a00THEIM BHIOM.

— Tl'oBopuTte Tak, OyATo oH Baul popHoM oten! OTKyna BaM 3HaTh? K TOMy Xe 51 He mbio BuHO! — Llao
[Iu oTYassHHO BHIPHIBAJICS, UIlla TJla3aMU XOTh KOTO-TO, KTO MOT Obl IPUUTH Ha ITOMOIIIb.

— Kakum xe Thl ObIBa€IIb UIYMHBIM, TPOCTO Oefa.

C atumu croBamu ['o 1131 6e3 MUIITHUX IePEMOHUY 3axKajl MaJIbuUKy POT JagOHbI0 U BaJIbIKHO
BHIILIEJI 3@ BOPOTa MOMECThS. B TO MTHOBEeHUe, KOTla ero YHOCUIIU U3 foMa, Llao [Tu ycmen 3aMeTUTh
MeJIbKHYBIIYIO B rTyOuHe ranepeu purypy Cions HOs, HO mo3BaTh Ha IIOMOIIH y2Ke He MOT.

Crons 011, cTOg Ha yriy rajepeu, ¢ TPEBOIrOM CMOTpPeJI BClle UCYe3HyBlIen mape. OH mogymall, 4To
3pst moBepuiicsa ['o 11351, KOTOPHIM 00elan «yTeluTh» BTOPOT0 MOJIOAOT0 TOCIIOANHA. DTOT HETOTHUK
OBIBa/I CEPhE3EH JIUIIH TOT{IA, KOrHa AeJio KacaloCh CTPAaTEeTWH, B OCTAJIbHOE JKe BPeMS OT HeTro He
CTOUIIO XKOaTh HUYero xopoiuero. Co B3moxoM Mmokadas rojgoBou, CioHb FOu HampaBuiCs K MOKOSIM

Lao Lao.

Kasanocs, Bcsikuit pas, korga Ilao ITao mpenaBasncs ckopOu, Cious Ot Bumen nuib ero cuuny. 1
ceryac — Ta XKe KOMHATa, TOT K€ HU3KUU CTOJIUK, TOT XKe 4eNloBeK. [Jaxke CONHEeUHbIe Iy4U afjaiu B
KOMHATy TOYHO TakK e, CJIOBHO 110 PACUETYy.

Tuxo nogouns, Cions FOu cen psagoM. OH He CIEIINWI 3aroBapuBaTh, IIOHUMas: II0Ka CaM He
IPOUMIEINTL Yepe3 Mogo0HOe Tope, He CMOXKEIIb IOCTUYh ero riyouny. IIycTele yTelleHus 3By4ar
GbasnplImBo, @ paBHOAYIINE PAHUT — JIUIIL MOJTYaINBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE CIIOCOOHO HEMHOT'O VHATh
YyXKyio 00JIb.

B KoMHaTe Bollapuiach TsSXK€EJas, MEPTBas TUITMHA. JIMIIb KOTOa COIHIIE Hayallo IPSITaTh CBOU
nocnenuue ny4du, [ao [Jao moBepHyCS K cOOECETHUKY:

— BaHBKO, MO¥ caMblii JTIOOMMEIN CHIH... OH YMep.



Crons H0i1, He IMOOHUMaA4 I'/Ia3, JIUIIb €0Ba 3aMETHO KUBHYII.

— B TOT meHp, KOTla MBI CIIaCIUCh, — Ipomoinxkarn [lao [lao, rasgas B IOTONOK, — S CKalal: «fd
TIOTEPSIJI CTapIIero ChiHa U M106UMOoro MieMsHHIKa, HO He YyYBCTBYIO TaKOM CKopOH, Kak o [[sHb Bae,
0 KOTOPOM I1j1auy HaB3phIA!» THL... Tl BEPUILb B 3TO?

Bnepus B3rnsap B mon, Cionb FOi TUX0 IPOU3HEC:

— Hatigétcs nu B mogHeOeCHOM Yell0oBEK, YhE€ CepAlle He 00TUI0Ch OBl KPOBBIO, TPOBOXKAs ChIHA B
MOTHITy paHbIie cpoka? TeMm Gonee uTo rocnogus Llao mymmu He 4asisi B CTApIIeM CHIHE.

[Tao Llao roppKO yCMEXHYJICA.

— Ilocnennee mpoirauue ¢ LI35ICI0 GBIIO CTOIh CTPEMUTEINIBHBIM... A OH JIUIIL IIPOCUI MeHST Oepeyb
[Tu-3p. Y Teneps 5 Buxy: LI3bicto ymen, Ho u [1u-9p MHe He ymepxaTb. — OH TSKeJI0 B3OOXHYI. —
[Inoxoi g oTen. [Jaxe IIOCJIeOHIOO BOJIIO CHIHA MCIIOJIHUTDL HE B CHUJIaX.

— Bawm He cTouT Tak yOuBaThCS. BTOPOI MOJIOMO¥ TOCTIOOUH €IlIE I0H, a UX CBsI3b C OpaToM Oblla
CITUIIKOM TJIy00Ka. EMy TpoCcTO HYKHO BpeMs, YTOOBI MPUHSTDL 3T0. Korma 60/1b YTUXHET, OH MIOMMET,
KakK HeJIerKO IIPUIIJIOCh ¥ BaM. Toraa U HaCTyIUT BpeMsd Ojid npuMupenus. — [Tomonuas, CioHb IO
no6aBun: — Cedyac He BpeMs st CKOpOu. JIUIIb HCKOPEHUB HAIllUX BParoB OMHOTO 3@ APYTUM, MBI
CMOK€eM YIIOKOUTH [AyX CTapIIero MOJIOLOr0 rOCIOAUHA.

OH 3HAaJ CBOEro roCrogrHa CIULIKOM X0opomio. 3Has, KaKue CJlI0Ba 3aCTaBAT ero CHOBa PacCIIPaBUTh
IJIe4Hu.

— BepHo. {1 cka3za, 4To OTHEIHE 0OJIbllle HE MO3HAI0 MTopaxkKeHuw. [IpUaeT neHb, U S Pa3gaBiIio ux
BCEX, IPMHECS B XKEPTBY IIaMSITH ChIHA.

Cronb FO# egBa 3aMETHO YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Jla, — MSTKO OTO3BaJICS OH.

Hao ITao mompaBuI miaThe, ¥ OT €T0 HeflaBHEH MTOaBIEHHOCTH He 0CTanoch U ciefma. OH ObLT TEM,
KTO POXKMEH ITOKOPUTE OJHEeOEeCHYI0; OH MOT ropeBaTh, HO HE MOT II03BOJIUTL ce0e yTPaTUTh BOJIIO
13-3a OJHOTO YeJIoBeKa.

— Ilouou, mpuBenu Ko MHe [1n-3p.

— 39-3... — CroHb IO#1 3amMsiCs, B €ro B3I 0TPa3uIoCh IBHOE 3aTPyLHEHUE.



— Yto cnyuyunocs? — yausuics Llao [ao.

«I'o ®3HCS0, TH UCTUHHBIA Mep3aBel]! Be4yHO Thl TBOPHIIb TTyIIOCTH, a OTAyBaThCa MHe! Ecnu 5 elne
XOTb pa3 Tebe nmocobiio, 1 He Cionb HOit!» MricmerHo npoknuHas ['o 113 Bcemu Kapamu, CioHb O ¢
HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIUI[OM OTBETUIIL:

— Korpa s mén cioma, MHe IMOKa3aJioCh, YTO BTOPOM MOJIOOM TOCIIOAWH IIOKUHYJI TOMECThE BMECTE C
®snCs0. [JonxKHO ObITh, PIHCSIO HE BHIHEC ITedajIy IOHOIIK U PEIIUI YBECTH ero, YTOOH pa3BesiTh
TOCKY.

[ao Llao moHuMaroile KUBHYII:

— Yro Xk, noxBanbHO. Y ®3HCs0 oOpoe cepalie, IyCTh UAYT.

CnpsiTaB pyKu B IMPOKUX pyKaBax, CioHb FOii mpomoskan TBepauTh cebe: «3To He J10XKb. Mosonoit
TOCIIO[WH AEWCTBUTENbHO yiIen ¢ O9HCA0, MyCTh U 110 NpuHyKAeHUI0. U ®3HCSA0 IIpaBaa MOLIEN ero
yTellaTh, IPOCTO CIIOCO0 BEIOPAJ... CBOe00pa3HbIii».
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['o I35 mpuBe3 Llao ITu k 6epery peku Muimyi. CTOKUIO eMy CIIEIIUTHCS, KakK 110 CIIuHe mpobexkarn
XOJIOMIOK. B3IporHyB, OH MOABEN MalbuiKa K CaMOi BOJIE.

— Hy BoT. Eciu X04elb 4T0-TO CKa3aTh — CKaXkKU 3TOU PEKe.

B CTyHIaKIIuXCA CyMepKax Hao ITu ¢ IMOJgo3peHreM IMOCMOTPEII Ha CIIyTHHUKA:

— Taxk THl He IUTh MEHS IIPUTALLUI?

— Tl ¥ IpaBAa JyMaellb, YTO S Uy cMepTu? [ToTaly s TaKOTo XKeITOPOTOro I0HIla B Kabak,
rocropuH Llao ciyctun 6wl ¢ MeHs IWKypPYy. — OH Ha MUT 3afiyMaJiCsl U YCMeXHYJICsA: — X0Ts, JyMalo,
g eMy eme gopor. Xa-xa!

[Tao [Tz cHOBa OTBEPHYJICS K BOZE.

— Twl papu 9TOU Yenyxu IPUBE3 MEeHS clofa?

['o L1351 GecliepeMOHHO PaCTSHYJICS Ha TpaBe, 3aKUHYB PYKH 3a T'OJIOBY.

— He papgu yenyxu. Tebe HYKHO BHITOBOPUTHCS. CKaxkKu BCE, UTO XOTEJ CKa3aTh OpaTy, U KUBH
manbine. Heuero KMCHYTDH IeHb 3a THEM, TOUHO KpacHas JeBUIIa.



[Tao ITu BO3MYILIEHHO CBEPKHYII IJIa3aMu:

— Yro TH cMBICTIHIIL? TOTO, UTO S X0Tes Obl CKa3aTh OpaTy, He YMEeCTUTh U B I[eNTyI0 HOub! 4 XoTer,
YTOOBI OH 2KMJI, YTOOBI ST MOT TOBOPUTH C HUM eIIé IeCsTh, ABAALATh JIEeT... BCIO XKU3Hb!

I'o L35 nuiib moxar mnnedyaMu, He O6I/IJZ[eBHII/ICB Ha ero THEB.

— Koneuwno, s He moHuMaw. OH He 0T MouM OpaToM. Ho oH MEPTB — ¥ 3TO IpaBma. — [loMomyas,
oH moOaBun: — 3aTo 5 3HA0, YTO BCE PEKU TEKYT B MOpe. $1 CIIbIIIa, Telao MOJIOAOT0 FOCIIOAUHA
KaHYJI0 B BOOH HOinryit. 3HAYHT, TO, YTO THI CKAXKEIIh 9TON peKe, KOrma-HuOymb JOCTUTHET ero. Thl
TOBOPHIIIB, CJIOB CITUIIKOM MHOTO? Torma BriGepu Te, 4TO OH OO0JIbIlle BCET'0 XOTeJT OBl YCIIBIIIATh.
Ckaxu uX, YTOOBI OH MOT YUTH CO CITOKOMHBIM CEPAIIEM.

YBUEB HEIPUBLIYHYIO CEPLE3HOCTD Ha nute ['o 1134, Llao [T 3amongan. CoycTs goiroe BpeMs OH
OTBECHUJI MyKYHHEe HU3KUH, UCIIOJIHEHHBIY TOYTEHUS TOKJIOH U OTOILIEN B CTOPOHY. 'o 134, mOHASB,
YTO €r0 CJIOBa LOCTUTIIX I[eJIU, IIPEIOCTaBUII MalbuiKa caMoMy cebe U MIPUHSIICS COCPeIOTOYEHHO
CUUTATh 3BE3MHI.

TeueHnne WMHIIYH OLIJIO IEHUBHIM, B BOJe OIPOXKaJK OTpaxkeHus 3B&31. Llao ITu cTosii y caMoit KPOMKH,
He MTPOU3HOCS HU CJI0Ba. EMy TpoCTO HYKHO OBIZI0O MECTO, TOe er0 HUKTO He IIOTPEBOXKHUT.

[Tpomeén yac. [Ipyroi.

[TpocuyBuwiics ['o L[3s1 BEITAIIM 3aTEKIINE PYKH U3-IIOJ] TOJIOBHI, PACTED MX U YBUMAEI HETTOJBUKHYIO
¢burypy Llao IIu B mecsaTu marax ot cebs.

— YK He 3aCHYJI T4 OH CTOs1?.. 3Han Obl, IpaBO, IPUXBATHJI OBl KyBIINH BuHa. — [loHa0IOaB e1e
HEMHOT'0 ¥ OKOHYATEeNbHO 3acKy4aB, ['0 11351 mepeBepHYIICsS Ha OPYyroi 00K ¥ CHOBA YCHYIL.

B HOYHO¥ THUINKHE, BCIYLUIKNBASCh B IJIeCK Bomk, L]ao I1u BOPYT MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK COEPKUBAEMEIE
TaK [OJITO YyBCTBa MMPOPBAJIKCH HAPYXKY. 3amo3abie CIE35 OOHA 3a APYToi MOKATUIIUCh U3 TTIas,
rcye3asl B peYHoOM 1moToke. CHenaBs miar Ha3afl, OH OMYCTHUIICS Ha KOJIEHH U 3aphigas B roJIoc, He
TasiCh — OH He XOTeJI, YTOOHI ero Cé3kl maganu B pexky. Ecnu 6pat LI3bicio y3HaeT 00 3TOM, eMy
oymeT 60IBHO.

My}K‘-II/IHBI He MIIaYyT II0 IyCTAKAaM — OHH IJIaYyT JIMIOb TOT' oA, KOTr'dd CepAue Pa3PEIBAETCA B KIIOYbS.

Cné3pl OBICTPO IPOIMKUTAIN BOPOT TPAypHOro miaThs, HO Llao ITu mnakars, He 3Has yCTanoctu. Emy
HY2KHO OBIJIO BHIIIJIECHYTH BCE TOPE, YTO KOIUJIOCH B Ayllle 9TH JHU, UTOOHI IIOCITIe HaUTH B cebe CUIIEI
*kuTh. OH OOJXKeH noKa3aTh [lao AHY: Tex [ecsATH JeT M00BU U HaCTaBIEHUM, YTO OH MOJYYUII OT
HETro, XBaTUT, YTOOHI BEICTOSITh 10 CAMOTO0 KOHIIa. bpaT oTfan 3a Hero Xu3Hb He HAIMIPAaCHO.

Iomnroe Bpems mocye Tox Houu Llao [Tu Gosbille He MPOJIKIT HU eQUHOM cjie3bl. OH JKUJI, TOPILIN 1



OmecTsmuii, TOUHO GEHUKC, Ha BUAY V Bcel nmogHeOecHoM. KaxkabiM CBOMM IIOCTYTIKOM OH
IO TBEPKOAT KIIITBY, HaHHYI0 Ha 6epery peku Unmyi:

— Crapumi 6part, s Oyay KuTh xopoiuo. Jaxe ecnu Te0s HET psApoM, A-ITu o0s3aTenbHO OYAET KUTh
XOPOIIIO.

Ho cynnba uamenuuBa, u cné3nl [ao I[Tu He BeicOXU HaBcerma. OmHAKO 3TO CIIYYUTCS JIUIIb OECSITh
JIeT CIIyCTs, KOTHa B €ro KU3Hb BOMAET COBCEM [PYTOU YeJIOBEK.
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