B kon1ie kou1108, lao Llao npunsn JIto bas. C ogHOM CTOPOHEI, OH He XKejlal TePATh J0Bepre
[TogHebGecHOM W3-3a Ka3HU YeJI0BeKa, IMPHIIEIIero ¢ IIOKIOHOM, C IPYTOf — BCe ero MBICTH ObIIH
3aHATH ITIOATOTOBKOM K I02KHOMY IIOXOY, ¥ BBA3BIBATHCS B 3aTAXKHEIE CIIOPEL HE XOTEJIOCH.

B cMmyTHEBIE BpeMeHa Tpa3nHoBaHue HOBOro rofga He OTKJIagbIBAId — JaXkKe eCITH [ePEMOHUH
IIPOBOOMIIMCE HACIIEX, KX BCE paBHO cobmomanu. Bynyuu mpegsomuteneM, Lao Lao co6parn cBoux
COBETHMKOB U IIOJIKOBOAIIEB Ha TUP. BuHO 1 6ecembl JOJKHE OBITH YKPEIIUTh V3Bl MEXKOY HUMU.
TpymHO cKa3aTh, HACKOJILKO 9TO IIOMOTJIO AefTy, HO KOTia XMeJlb yIapul B ronoBy, ['o 1135, HUKorma
He OT/TMYABIIUICS CTPOTOCTHIO HPABOB, HE CMOT ycuaeTh Ha MecTe. C KyOKOM B pyKe U ONyKmaroIei
ynei0Ko# oH noncen K Cions FOmw, mymMHO TpeOys MUTh C HUM 10 CaMOTr0 paccBeTa. TOT MUTh HE YMEIT;
enBa MPUTyOHUB HECKOJILKO Yalll, OH y2Ke pacKpacHeJICs U Telepb CUAEN Ha CBOeM MeCTe, OKYTaHHBIH
TYMaHOM OITbSIHEHUSI, He B CHJIaX COOOPA3UTh, YTO MIPOUCXOMIHUT.

— Banbxko, Baubxko, He criu! — ['o 11351 Tepebun ero 3a mnnedo. — HakoHeN-TO BeIganach MUHYTKa
OTABIXA, @ THI ¥ IIOBECEJIUTLCS He XOYelllb.

Crons HOii MefjieHHO, CJIOBHO BO CHE, IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY U HETBEPAOU PYKOU IIPUHSI IIPEAI0KEHHBIN
Ky0oK. OH XOTeJ YTO-TO BO3Pa3uTh, HO CJI0Ba 3aCTPSIJIU B ropJjie, ¥ OH IIPOCTO OCYIIIHII Yallly [0 [Ha.
Bups takyio pemumocTs, ['o L1351 paccMesinics ¥ caM IPHUIOKUIICS K BUHY C YOABOEHHBIM YCEPOUEM.

— Banubxko, nmen! Xa-xal..

— [Tocnymai... ®3HCs0... — Croub FOU oamep ronoBy pyKOU, 4YyBCTBYS, YTO MUDP MEpeN rila3aMu
HauyWHaeT IBOUThCSA. — Bosblie... Henb3s... ECIu BEIIBIO ellle, He JOUAY 0O AoMa... HOTH He fAepXar.

— IIyctsiku! — I'o 11351, 0KOHYATEIHHO OTOPOCUB MIPUINYHS, HaBaauics miedoM Ha Cionb FOg. — B
KpailHeM CJIy4dae 3aHOYYelllb 3[eCh, Y TOCIOAWHA IJTaBHOKOMaHAYIOIETO.

KoHeuHO, He BCe MpefaBaiCch TaKOMYy 0e3yIep:KHOMY BeCebi0. BOIbIUIMHCTBO TOCTel TpeObIBalk B
TOM 6JIarOCTHOM COCTOSIHHH, KOT/Ia Pa3yM elrle He IIOMYTHIICS, a SI3bIK yKe pa3Bs3ajcs. OgHako
OBLIH ¥ MCKITIOUeHMsT — HanpuMep, YsH FO#. OH cMOTpe sICHO ¥ OCTPO, U HOJIr0 HabJIiogast 3a TeM,
Kak ®sncs0 u3pomut Cionb FOs cBomMM BeIxOmKamuy. Ha IpaBax cTaporo CopaTHHKA OH He BhIIepxKall.
Cknonusmuch K Llao 11ao, 0H HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— T'ocmogus 11ao, Hemb3s Tak moTakaTh ['o 135, ITocMoTpuTe Ha HEro: cpeab Oella OHSI — BepHee, Ha
rias3ax y Bcex — oOHuMaeT rocrnoguHa CioHb JInHa. OTO XKe IOJIHOe Monpanue npunuyuii! Borocs,
npoiifeT BpeMs, 1 CioHs FO#l cTaHeT TakuM Ke OeCITyTHEIM.

[lao ITao nmuuk GecrieyHo YIBIOHYIIC:

— YxkyHA3, HE CTOUT 6ecrioOKOUThLCS. XapakTep BaHbK0 MHe BefoM Jydlile BceX. Pa3Be HalfieTcs
Cpenu MpPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX KTO-TO O0jlee coepKaHHBIY U HafleXKHbIH, 4eM 0H? UTo ke 1o ®3HCHO... OH
YeJI0BEK UCKIIOYUTETbHEIHM, pa3Be MOKHO MEPUTh er0 OOBIYHEIMU MEePKaMU?



Ysn Ot He OB 3aKOCTEHEIIEIM CyXapeM. YCIIbIIIaB TaKOM OTBET, OH CO B3LOXOM O0JIETYEeHHUS U
HEKOTOPOU I'PYCTHIO 3aMETHUII:

— 3%, cTapero s, He MOHSTh MHE HBIHEIITHIOW MOJIofiexkb. Ho pa3 BhI, TOCIIOOUH, CUMTAETE, YTO TaK
MOXKHO — 3HAYUT, TaK TOMY U OBITb.

OH paccMmesinics 1 MOOHST KyOoK, camioTys [lao [ao. Cunesinuii Henomaneky Cionb FO mopcnyiman
3TOT Pa3roBOP M THUXO XUXUKHYJ. [ Ha CBOETO ASII0, KOTOPHIH ObII Ha IATH JIET MJaflle Hero
CaMoro U Temepb COBEPIIEHHO TEPSJICS I0J HATUCKOM TPUAIATHIETHETO IIOBECH, OH PacCMesiics
elle 3afiopHee.

[Toka y I'o 1135 mtapun KaBapaak, 6paths 1lao An u Llao I1Tu Benu cebs Kyma ckpomHee. Ctapmuii 6paT
TO U JIeJI0 OTBeYasl Ha TOCTHI, a L]ao [Tu Moyi4ya ¥ COCPenoTOYEHHO YIIJIeTall CBOM JII0OMMBbIE CIIagOCTH.
Korpga dyepena mpuBeTCTBUY NpepBajiach, 1lao AH 3aMeTHsI, YTO MIaAIIAy OpaT IepecTas TIHYThCS K
Tapeske.

— Yrto cnyyunocs, A-ITu?

Manb4uK IMOOHSAN TOJIOBY, 1 B €r0 TEMHBIX I''Ta3aX OTPA3UJICA CBET CBedel.

— Crapmmmi 6pat, BEl BeIb CKOPO OTIIPABIISETECH Ha I0T?

1Tao AH moraafui ero 1o rojose:

— Bepno. Oren y3Han, yTo YxaH Cio IpUHSI KOMaHOBaHKE HaJl BOMCKOM CBOEr0 IMOKOMHOTO OAMH,
M XO4eT BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS CllydaeM, YTOOH MTOIUYUHUTE €TO0.

— MoxH0 MHe noexaTh ¢ BaMu? — B romoce Llao Ilu npoMmenbkHya HagexXaa.

[Tao AH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMep, ITOCTYKUBaAs IIaJIbIIaMU 110 CTOJILy.

— C 4ero BOpPYr Takue MBICTIU?

— 4 He X041y BEUHO CHOETh JOMa IIO[] 3alIATOM. f X04y CTaTh TAKUM JKe, KaK Thl — COBEpIIaTh
TIOJIBUTH U CITyKUTb F'OCYIAPCTBY.

— MHe Ka3aJiock, paHbllle Thl JyMas KHaue.

Lao I1u He cTal OTOUPATHCA:

— IIa, HO THI caM cKa3an: «UToOH TI0IX CMOTPENHX Ha Te0s C yBaxKeHUEM, HY>KHO UMETD TO, 3a YTO



Te0sT MOXKHO yYBaXaTb». A X04y CTaTh TaKMM YE€JIOBEKOM.

«3HAYUT, BCE-TAKU U3-3a MOUX CJIOB», — mmopyMan Llao AH. Pa3Be He K 9TOMY OH CTPEMUIICS?
HayuuTts aToro pefeHKa 60pOoThCS B CMYTHOE BpeMs U BHIKMBATh B OTHE BOMHEL. [JI11s1 Ha 10HOe, ellle
He orpy0eBiiee nmuilo Oparta, Llao AH moYyBCTBOBAJ, KakK K CEPALY IOogKaThBaeT nevdanb. OH
IPUTSHYJ MaJb4yiKa K ce0e U HETPOMKO ITPOU3HEC:

— IlycTs mponuBaTh KpoBh OymeT Moel 3a00Toi, A-ITu. TeOe He 00513aTEILHO 3TOMY YUUTHCS.

— Kposb? Ho Bemb 3T0 60nbHO? f He X04y, 4TOOB TeOE OBITI0 OOIBLHO OTHOMY.

ITao AH Me[JIeHHO IIOTJIAIUII €T0 II0 CIIMHEe, YeKaHsa KaXk/oe CJI0BO:

— 3amomuH, A-ITu: paHa, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO YBHUAETbh — 3TO BCErO JIMIIb PaHa. Boyb, 0 KOTOPOM MOXKHO
CKa3aTh — JIMIIb MUMOJIETHAS MyKa. ITO MyCTSIKH. [IyCTh Ha MOJIIX CpaxKeHu# rubHeM MBI — 3TOTO
IOCTATOYHO. f X04y, 4TOOH TH KUJT. ¥ YTOORI OHAXKEI THI CMOT ITO-HACTOSIIEMY YTEIIUTh 3TH TOPEI
U PEKU, OKPOIIJIEHHbIEe Halllel KPOBbIO.

[Monsin mu Torga Llao [Tu crmoBa OpaTta? HaBepHoe, 3TO OBIJIO HE TaK YK BaxkHO. ['TaBHOE —
3alOMHUTh. BpeMs u rofibl 3aCTaBsAT €ro MOHATHL BCE, faXKe eCIM OH caM TOTO He 3aX04erT.

YTKHYyBUINCE B TpyAb Opata, 1lao [1u mouyBCcTBOBAJ, KaK HakaThBaeT ApeMoTa.

— Bpar... — nmpoGopMoTasn 0OH CKBO3b COH, — Ta «BecHa BockMoro mecsitia»... OHa OUeHb KpacHBasi.
Korga-uubypmp g cam npupny Ha ropy IlloysH, 4ToOH Ha Hee B3TISHYTh...

)%k

[Tup mpomosKajcs [0 IOJIyHOUH, TT0Ka I'OCTH He Hadasu pacxoguthes. ['o 1135, nuBimi 60mbIe
BCEX, yIIIes IOBOJIbHEIM c000ii U, Ha YOUBJIEHNE, TBEPHOi MoXonKoi. A BoT 6egHoMy CioHb FOi0
IIOBE3JI0 MEHbIIIE: er0 OMOUIIY TaK, YTO OH IepecTal pa3NnudaTh CTOPOHH cBeTa. CioHb HO cTosn
PSIIOM C [Osimei, OMHOBPEMEHHO COUYBCTBYSI eMy U efiBa caepxkuBas cMex. OH U caM ObIIT U3PSITHO
IIbSH, ¥ 3aJa4a JOTAIINTb BOHBKO [0 IOMECThS Ka3alach IIOYTH HEBHIIIOIHUMOM.

Hao Llao, cnoBHO mpeaBuas Takou ucxomd, nmogoien K Cious O:

— I'yupa, ctynai gomoii. [Iycts BaHbkKO 3aHOYYeT y MeHs. 3aBTpa HaM BCE PaBHO HYXKHO OOCYOUTH
BaXKHEIE [Ieria.

Croub 010 elrje HUKOrHa rooc rocrnoguHa 1ao He Ka3aacs TaKUM MeJIOOUYHEIM. BosICh, YTO TOT
IepeayMaeT, OH IIOCIIeIIHO TOKIOHUIICS, PACCHIIAJICS B 61ar0qapHOCTSIX U OBICTPO CKPBIICS B HOYH.



ao Llao mpucen psgom ¢ CioHs FOeM. TOT yTKHYJICS NTUILIOM B HU3KUU CTONMK, BHICTABUB Ha CBET
JIWIIb Kpail pacKpacHesBlIencs meku. OH BOPYT HETPOMKO pacCMesiics.

— 91, KTo-HUOYb! [lepeHecuTe rocnonrta CioHb JIMHa B TOKOU U IIOMOTHTE EMY JIeYb.

— Cnyuaemcs.

I'naps, kak ciayru 6epekHO YBOOSAT molnaThiBatomierocs Cionb KOg Bo BHyTpeHHM# BOD, Llao Llao
TOXKEe TIOOHSICS. EMy X0T€0Ch OCBEXKHUTD TOJIOBY.

3uMHUY BeTep 00xkuras nuio. CIycTs 4eTBEPTh Yaca XMeJlb OKOHYATEeIbHO BEIBETPUIICS, YCTYIIUB
MECTO IIpefieNIbHOM SICHOCTH MbIcied. Cuisi B OMMHOYECTBE B Cafly 3a KaMeHHBIM cTojioM, Ilao ITao
IyMall 0 MHOTOM: 00 uMIlepaTope XaHb, KOTOPOTO OH IIOCEJIMI B CBOEH CTaBKe; O IIJlaHaX 110Xofa Ha
I0T; 0 MHOXXECTBe MeJIKHX 3a00T.

TsKeno B3OOXHYB, OH HallpaBUJICA K KOMHaTe, rae ycrpounu CioHb I0s. EnBa nepecTynuB nopor, OH
TIOYyBCTBOBAJI TOHKUY, €[JBa YIIOBUMBIN apoMaT — 0OjaropomHas ropeydb JyxoB BaHbXKO cMellrBanach
C pe3kuM 3anaxoM BuHa [lykaH. [lao [lao npukpkrin 3a co60¥ ABEPD, MOMOIIEN K CTOIUKY ¥ HaIKT
cebe garo.

Cna0Ople HUTH JIYHHOTO CBeTa IIPOCAaYMBaIMCh CKBO3b OKHO, pa3roHsis Mpak. [lao [ao monro u Momda
cMoTpen Ha nutio crusuero Cions FOsi. HakoHell, U3 ero rpyAu BEIPBAJICS IIy0OKui B3Oox. Bpems
TeYeT, ¥ BCE MEHSIeTCS — ITOPOM TaK He3aMeTHO, YTO CTAHOBUTCSI CTPAIITHO.

OH MOMHUJI, KaK BCETr0 HECKOJIbKO MeCSIIeB Ha3afl 3TOT 6/1aropogHbli MyK, CTOS IIepel HUM, YeTKO U
SICHO M3JIarajl MPUYMHEI, 10 KOTOPEIM CJIe[JOBajio IPUHATh UMIepaTtopa. Ero cioBa BHyLIaNIu TPeNeT
1 yBaxkeHue. «Ho Tenepb MHe 3TOr0 Majno», — mopyMarn L{ao [Jao. CnoBa o «nouutaunuu ChiHa He0a,
4yTOOBI TPHYKa3hkBaTh HEIIOKOPHEIM BaccajiaM» OBIIK JIUIIh KPaCUBOU MIMPMOM [7id ApyTux. To, 4ero
OH XKaKHajI Ha caMOM [IeJie...

Tao ITao mopmo1esn K KpOBaTH ¥ OCTOPOXKHO MOIIPABUJI pa3MeTaBIINeCs BOIOCH BoHBXKO.

«3Haelb 1 Thl, BOHBXKO, Yero s xouy 00JIbIlle BCero Ha cBeTe?.. Eciu OBl THI Y3HAJ, OCTAICS ObI THI
CO MHOM, Kak obelas Torma?..»

OtBerta He 6b110. [Ta Llao Llao u He Xan ero — eMy IIPOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO BEICKA3aThCS B TUIIMHE.

O61aK0 3aKpHIJIO IYHY, IOTPY3UB KOMHATY B IOJIHYIO TeMHOTY. Temneps 1lao Llao He Bumen muia
[pyTa, JMUIIb OIIyIa B BO3AyXe ero apoMat. C TUXUM CKPHUIIOM JIaKMPOBaHHAs OBEPD 3aKPhIIach,
BHOBL pa3faenuB ux. [Jao [Jao B3rnsAHYI Ha 3aX0AAIIyI0 IVHY X TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS.

)%k



B nepBrI# Mecsill BTOpOro roma aphl Li3subbans [{ao [ao moBes BoMcKa Ha 10T ¥ IOCTUT BaHbusHa.
Bo3M0XkHO, 0 9TOT0 [iefa LU CIUIIKOM TIagKo, ¥ 3TO BCKPYXKUJIO eMy roJioBy. YxkaH Cio, TOHUMaS,
YTO ero HeOILITHOE BOWCKO He BHICTOUT, JOOPOBOILHO caas ropon. OmHako 1lao 11ao, mmeHUBIIKUCH
KpPaCOTOU BIOBEI €T0 MOKOUHOTO [SIH, CUJIOK B3I €€ B HaTOXKHHUIIH.

Y3uaB 06 aToM, Uxkan Cio mpuilien B SpocThb. ETo rHeB OBIT HaCTOMBKO BEJIUK, YTO OH HE TasCh
kpuyai: «Ilao LJao HaHec MHe HecTepnuMoe ockopbienue!» KoHeYHO, y CTeH eCTh YU, U CI0Ba
YxaH Cio BCKOpe AOILUIM A0 YIIeH riIaBHOKOMaHOYIOIIETo.

Llao Llao He IPUBHIK TEPIETH TOAOOHYIO AEP30CTh — CaM MMIIEPATOP OTHOCHUJICS K HEMY C
nouteHreM. Ho Yxkan Cio yke 00BSBUI O CBOEH MMOKOPHOCTH, ¥ ITOKapaTh €r0 OTKPHITO OBIIO HEJTb3S.
Brnpouewm, Korfia ecTh xKejaHue, IoBofd HaugeTcss. OH oOpaTHJl BHUMaHKe Ha TeJloXpaHuTesns UYxkaH
Cio o umenu Xy UYa’ap u MOHSII, YUTO TOT MOIL3yeTCs 6€3rpaHNYHBIM JOBEPHUEM CBOET0 I'OCIIOAMHA.
OpHaXIbl HOYBIO OH BHI3BAJI €0 K ce0e B IIaTep OJIs TaHOTO Pa3roBOpa, HamesiCh Yepe3 Hero
noBNIuUATH Ha Yxkan Cro.

Ho Yxan Cio Toxke He OblT pocTakoM. [TpoBefaB 0 CBsI35IX CBoero 4yesnoBeka ¢ 1lao 1lao, oH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CMEPTEJIbHYIO YI'PO3Y, OMacasiCh TaHOTro yOuiicTRa.

B utore Ilao Llao, KOTOpPEIH yKe cobupascs paciyCcKaTh BOWCKa U Ipa3fHOBaTh 100eqy, CHOBa
3amyMast yOuiCTBO: OH He TepIles JIIofiel ¢ ABOSIUMUCS MbICIAMU. OOHAKO ero HaMepeHUs He
OCTaJIUCh TAaUHOU U JOCTUrIH yieu Yxkan Cro.

ToT B yKace MeTaJiCs [0 CBOEMY IIATPY, CJIOBHO 3aTPaBI€HHbIN 3Bepb. HamrpoTHUB HETO, COXPaHss
TII0JIHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE, CULeNl HEMOJIONOY YesIoBeK B OfleK[aX COBETHUKA, MeJJIeHHO 00MaxuBasiCh
BEEPOM.

Yxkan Cio MIOACKOYUT K HEMY, BCIJIECHYB DyKaMHu:

— Ia momunyiTe, ceityac v BpeMs 4au pacnuBath?! [Ipunymaiite ke yto-HUOymb! [amtomka 1134,
B3bIBalO K BaM!

YenoBEK C XOJIOOHBEIMHU, PE3KUMHU YePTaMHU JINIlda MEOJIEHHO ITOOHAJI B3TJIAMO.

— IIpoTuB cuibl — apMusi, IPOTUB BOOE — famMba, — HEBO3MYTUMO IIpou3Hec OH. — [ToKa 51 3[eck, K
yeMy 9Ta cyeTa’?

On 0TXJ'IG6HYJ'I Yar0 ¥ JIeASTHBIM TOHOM 100aBHUIT:

— Ecmu g pelny, 4TO 9EeJIOBEK OOJIZKEH YMEPETE B TPETBI0 CTPAXY — HUKTO HE ITIOCMEET OCTABUTL €r0
B XKMBHIX M0 siToi. Ho ecnu s 3axX04y, YTOOBI OH 2KMJI — HUKTO HE CMOXKET ero YGI/ITL.
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