[TpoMenbKHYT CEHTSA0Ph, ¥ HACTYMHIIa TTy0oKast oCeHb. TpaBhl MOXKYXJIH, IMCTBA OCHINANACh, a
YTpeHHsiq poca oOpaTunack nHeeM. [1onypa3pyeHHbli JI0siH BEITISIAEN TENEPE elle 60Jiee YHEITHIM,
HaBeBas Ha CepAlle HEBOJILHYIO [Teyallb.

3a munHyBmKe nonMecsina Llao [lao pacmopsiguncs okpyxuTh JIto Ce Takoii 3a60TOi, 4YTO ©UMIIEPaTOP
HU B YE€M He 3HaJl HyXKOwl. PasyMmeetcs, MaH [13 He 3a0bi1 4 0 cOOCTBeHHOU Bhirofe. OH HE TOJIBKO
COCPENOTOYMI B CBOUX PyKaxX BOEHHYIO ¥ I'PaXKJaHCKYIO BIACTh, IOJIyYUB BEICOKKE TUTYJIBL, HO U
obecrmeuns npoaBUKeHUe CBoUM copaTHuKaM. CioHb FOii 6v1 HasHaueH [luuxyHoMm u ['aBoi
MMIIEPAaTOPCKOT0 CeKpeTapuara, OpaThsi CAX0y MONIy4YMIn reHepanbckue 3BaHus, a [IlyH UYxkao cTan
npedekToM JIosiHa. OTOT moxof yxke npuHec Llao Llao HeEMano mI00B, HO BIiepeyu Masuuiiu
IIePCIIEKTUBH Kyfa 0oJjiee 3aMaHYUBHIE.

B opun u3 guen Lao Llao, HaHEeCq paHHUM BU3UT UMIIEPATOPY, IIOAAJI IPOIIEHNE, B KOTOPOM
M37102K1JT He0OX0MUMOCTh IepeHoca cToullkl B ye3dn Cioii. JIto Ce, BO3BeIEHHBIN Ha TPecTon [IyH
YzKao 10 YHUCTOM CITy4alHOCTH, HE OTIMYAJICSd IPO30PIUBOCTHI0. JIUIIIEHHBIM MyAPHIX COBETHUKOB, OH
He CyMeJI Pa3risifeTh KOPHICTHHIM pacyeT 3a crnoBaMu [lao Ilao. OKpyKEHHBIN THCTUBLIMU
BeJIbMOXKaMH U €XKeJHEeBHO MPUHUMABIIHNYN 3HAKU [TOYTEHUS, TOCYHaph BCE Ooblie yOexKmancs, 4To
obpén B nmuile 1lao mpemanHoro ciyry. [IpenoxeHue ObII0 IPUHATO MOYTH 63 KoneOaHui.

Bepnysuucs B nareps, Llao Lao ysupen Cions FOs1, oKKgaBIIero y BXxofa B IIaTEP. 3aTallliB ero
BHYTPb, OH BeJjiell IOfaTh TOPSAYMY Yail ¥ JIUIIb TOTHa 3arOBOPHUIT:

— Xonopaet, Baubxko. UTo ke T CTOUIIb Ha BeTpy? Ecnu 3aboneels, KTO CTaHET TOMOTaTh MHE B
BEJIMKUX Oejiax?

Cronp 0¥, mpury6uB 4ai, ¢ yaeI0KOM OTBETHUI:

— Heyxenu rocriogus 1ao npuHUMaeT MeHS 3a XPYIKYIO AEBYIIKY, KOTOPas BAJUTCS C HOT OT
JIETKOTO TyHOBEHUS?

— Ox u ocTép ke TH Ha 93bIK! — Ilao Llao paccMesncs, HO TYT XkKe MOCEPbE3HEN. — ThI IPUIIET
o0CcymuTh Bo3BpalieHue B ye3n Cioii?

— HMMeHHO. Pa3pewun nu uMnepaTop?

— Jla, cerofHs yTpoM.

— 9710 mobpkle BecTu. MHI 3ech yxe monMecsita. Camoe BpeMs 00baBUThL A1 O3Hy, 4TO y HAC
3aKaHYMBAETCS MPOBUAHT. OTO IPO3BYUYUT yOeouTenbHO. ['0CIIOOUH, OTOaBaiiTe MpuUKas o
BBICTYIIJIEHUM KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, II0Ka BeTep He IePEMEHUIICH.

OcTopoxKHas PEIIUTEeNbHOCTS Beerpa Onlna oTnuyuTtenbHon yeptoit Cionb FOs1. Llao Ilao, BepTs B
pyKax 4daliky, COrJIaCHO KUBHYIIL:



— INepepati 6paTthsiM Csixoy u LI3BUISIHIO: TyCTh TOTOBATCS CONPOBOXKAATh UMIIEPATOPCKUM BEIE3T

3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe. MHI IBUHeMCS Ha BOCTOK. TOJIBKO He MOgHUMaWTe myMa. OcTajibHble BOCKa
nof HayasoM LI3eicio ¥ YKyHIS NOUAYT Bliepenu Ha JIysH. A Kyfa OHU CBEPHYT IIOTOM — K JIysHY
WY cpa3y K ye3ay Co — IyCTh 3HAIOT TOJIBKO OHU.

— Cnymaock.  HeMeIIeHHO BCE TIOATOTOBIIIO.

— Crymnatt, — LJao Llao mpoBoaun ero B3rismoM, Ho Korfga Cionb FOii yxKe ObINT y BRIXO[la, OKIUKHY:
— BoanbpxkKoO!

ToT o6epHyICs:

— Ia?

— 3aBTpa TH OTIPABUIILCSI BMECTE C OTPSIAOM LI3BICIO.

— Brl omacaeTech HallafieHUs Ha UMIIePaTOPCKUM KOPTexX?

— Ha. Ecnu cimyuuTcs HelpeoBUIeHHOE, S NOJIXKeH ObITh YBEPEH, UTO THl BO3TJIABUIIb JIIONEH U
YOEPKHUIIL CUTYaIHIO0.

Croub IO MenyieHHO MOPTHYJI U OIIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHO.

— Baire noBepue — BhICIIasi Harpafda s MeHs. Ho s y2kKe roBoput: st OyOy ciemoBaTh 3a BaMHU 10
CcaMoro KOHIIA.

Hao [Tao mogoImen 1 moMoT eMy ITOTHSATHCS.

— $1 3Har TBOIO IPeIaHHOCTh. HO ecu T X04elb ORITE CO MHOM, THI IOJIZKeH Oepeyb Hale ob1ee
mesno. ITO IUIIb Mepa IPEIOoCTOPOKHOCTH, HE TPEBOKBCS.

Croup O momosdan ¥ TUX0 OTBETUIT:

— Cnyuratocs. Ho u BB, TocnioguH... 6eperute ceos.

[lao ITao KMBHYI U MEMOXOLOM CMaxHYJI MBUJIMHKY C €ro Ijeva.

— HUpu xe. Hopa OTHABaTh PACIIOPAXKEHNI.

ao Llao monro cMotpern B criuHy yxomsuieMy CroHb HO. B nydax yTpeHHEro CoJiHIla BUXPUIach



IIBIJIB, 4 B IIAaTpe emé OOJITO CTOSIJI TOHKUM apoMart 01arOBOHUH, HCXOIUBIINH OT IMMPPOKKUX PYKaBOB
€ro COBETHHUKaA.

Ecnu yenmoBeKky He XBaTaeT IIPO30PIUBOCTH, B CBOUX OeflaX OH MOXKeT BUHUTH TOJIBKO ce0si. dH O3H
CTaJl TOMy XKUBBIM npuMepoM. OH cBgTO Bepun obemanusaM [{ao [Jao «genuTh KuU3Hb U CMEPTH», a
KOrfa npoOyOouics OT CBOMX I'PE3, UMIlepaTop ObII yKe faneko B ye3ne Coe. MHOTOTEICIYHOMY
BOWCKy AH ®3Ha, 3acTpsABIIEMY B ye3ze JIsH, 0CTaBajoCh UL 6€CCUTBHO B3UPATh Ha MYCTYIO
Lopory.

O6ocHOBaBIIMCEH B HOBOM cTomnule, [lao [Tao paamectun JIto Ce ¥ YNHOBHUKOB B CBOEH CTaBKe,
IIPOOJIKAsT OCHIIATh UX IOYeCTIMHU. Ero cTparerus Oblyia U3SIIHOM: 00ecrieynBasi UMIIepaTopa BceM
HeoOXOOUMBIM, OH HA3hIBaJl 3TO «BO3BPAllleHNEM UMYIeCTBa ceMbH JI10», SKOOB JapOBAaHHOTO €T0
IIpefKaM IIPeXHUMH rocyaapsaMu. ITOT Xof mo3Boui JI1o Ce COXpaHUTh JOCTOMHCTBO, HE YYBCTBYS
ce0s1 MOJIKHUKOM IIOANaHHOTO.

Bckope pacTporaHHbIM UMIIepaTOp M3gan yKa3, Ha3sHauyuB [lao [lao BeTuKUM reHepanoMm 1
TI02KaJI0BaB eMy TUTYJ YIUH-X0y. YnH [la-13gHI310HS ObIT BEICIIUM B IOCYIapCTBE CO BPEMEH
uMIlepaTopa Y-, DaBas BIacTh OOJIBINYIO, YEM Y «TPEX r'yHHOB». 1]ao []ao copBan KPyIHBIN KYIII.

Opnaxpabl BedepoM Llao Llao cumen 3a cTomoM, mpocMaTpuBasi goHeceHus. Crons HOu, cugeBLInii
HaIIPOTUB, IOTPY3UJICA B Pa30yMbsl.

— O uém 3agymarncs Tak riny6oko, Baubxko? — Llao [lao OTKMHYIICS Ha COIUHKY CTYJIa.

— O BallleM HOBOM Ha3HauyeHUM. YUH BEJIMKOI0 reHepasia CTaBUT BacC BHIIIE BCEX, HO 3TO BPS[ K
3acTaBuT repoes [TomHeOECHOM TOTYMHUTHC.

— OpuH Y3 HUX yXKe IoKa3an 3y0sl, — xononHo yecMexHyncs [lao [ao. — KOaus BaHbuy He KeaeT
IpU3HaBaTh MOE IIPEBOCXOACTBO. f mpeABUAeN 3TO U MPOCUJI UMIIepaTopa Ha3HAYUTh €T0 BEJIUKUM
cukyHoM u E-xoy. U 4yTo xe? OH He TOJIbKO OTBEPT [aphl, HO U NPUJIIONHO OCHIIa MeHs OpaHbio
nepeq CBOMMH MOJYMHEHHHIMU. PaHO MM MMO3HO HaM IIPEACTOUT C HUM OOJIbIIasl CXBaTKa.

Croub IO 4yTh HAXMypUIICS:

— W KakKoBHI BalllX IIJIAHBI?

— He 6ynem cnemuts, — Maxuyn pyko# Llao [JTao. — EMy IpoCTO HEBEIHOCUMO OBITH BTOPBEIM TIOCIIE
MeHs. UTo XK, 5 MOTelly ero camoso0ue. f 0TKaxych OT YMHA BEJIUKOT0 FreHepasia B ero I0JIb3y.
[TycTh IpUMET €ro u MOUMET, YTO 3TO KPECJIO He TaKOe YK MSITKOE.

Crous 01 yneiOHYNCS:

— O6napait FOans [1Tao x0oTs ObI TOJIOBUHOM Balllel TPOHULIATENTLHOCTH, OH He BEJ OBl ce0s Tak.



— OcraBuM ero. ITomoru-Ka MHe C IIJITaHOM IT0X0fa Ha ye3q JIsSH.

Crons [O#i B3471 KapTy.

— Pemuny mokoHYUTh ¢ AH ®oHOM?

— IIa. OH 3acen B ropje, Kak KocTb. He Mory OBITH CIIOKO€H, IT0Ka OH XKHUB.

Lao Llao PUTMHUYHO 3aCTy4all IIaJibllaMU II0 CTOJIY.

— Kcrarty, KaK fesna ¢ CHCTEMOY BOEHHO-ITaXOTHBIX IIOCeNIeHur? YKyHAS CIIpaBIgeTCs?

— HpOﬁJ’IE‘M OBITH HE monxkHO. Ha mHAX IIPHUIIIIO U3BECTUE, YTO I'OCIIOOUH Ysn CKOpO BepHéTCﬂ C
OOKJIagOM.

— BoT u cnaBHO.

[lao ITao rnsHy B OKHO — HOYb Oblya TITyOOKOM.

— Vxe mo3mHO. BoaHBKO, 0CTaBalCcs CETOMHS B IOMeCThe. [lesT HEBITPOBOPOT, HEYETO TPATUTh BPEMS
Ha Pa3be3mhl.

— CJ'IYI.HaIOCb, — THXO OTBETHII TOT.

Houb grimmana mpoxnapoii. Korma [Jao AH BEpHYIICS U3 Jlarepsi, IOMECThe yKe MOTPY3UIIOCh B COH.
JIuIs ¥3 KOMHATHL OTIIA JOHOCHIMCH IPUTIYIIEHHEIE TOI0CA.

AH BCIIOMHHJI, YTO TIOCTIe Bo3BpalleHus B ye3n Cioli OH coBceM 3a0pOCUIT HOMAIIHUX, IIpPoIafas B
ka3apMmax. OH TaK ¥ He yCIIeJI TOJIKOM MOBUAATHCS ¢ MiagmuM 6paToM. ITpoxonst MUMO KOMHATH Llao
[Ty, oH Cc ynuBIeHHEeM 3aMeTHI CBeT. [IpHOTKPHIB iBeph, AH yBuAesn LI3sixyaHss — TOT YCHYII,
YTKHYBIIKCH TUIIOM B 0aMOYKOBEIE CBUTKH.

YneIOHYBIINMCH, CTapIIUi 6paT MOOOLIEN, OCTOPOXKHO ITOOXBAaTU/I MajbyiKa Ha PYKH U IIepeHEC Ha
nocrenib. ety cugat Kpenko; Llao [u gaxe He I1eI0XHYIICA.

AH mpucen Ha Kpa¥ KPOBaTH, BIISIOLIBAsCH B MUII0 OpaTa. TOT 3aMeTHO OCYHYJICS, ¥ CEPALe
CTapIIIero C¥KaJoCh OT XKaJ0CTU. B HeBepHOM CBeTe CBeYHU 3Ta ClleHa Ka3allaCh BOIJIOIIEHNEM
MUPHOTO yioTa. [lompaBuB ofesinio, AH MOAOIIEN K CTOJY, Te TOJIKO UTO CIlaji Opart, ¥ B3SIJT CBUTKH.
[TouyTy Ha KaxXaoM ObLIM IIOMETKM ¥ BOIPOCH. CTapIiuii 6paT CHOBa yIBIOHYIICS.

3amerniaB TyIb, [Jao AH B35 KUCTh ¥ IPUHSIICS O€pexKHO UCIIPaBIIATh OUIMOKY B IPUMEYaHUSIX U



nucaTh 00BSICHEHUS K CII0KHBIM MecTaM. PaboTa 3aTsHyach 0o pacceeta. OKOHYUB TPYH, AH
IIOTSHYJICA, TIsAs Ha 6e3MaTexHo cnsero 6parta. Ha gyme 6510 cBeTsio. OH BEITAIIXT U3-3a
na3yxy MaJIeHbKYI0 NePEBSIHHYIO MKATYJIKY, HOCTAJl U3 He€ 3aCyIIEeHHbIH IBETOK U BJIOXKUII €T0
MeKMIy CTPAHHUI] TPAKTaTa [0 BOBHHOMY MCKYCCTBY BMECTE C KOPOTKOY 3amucKoi. [Toracus cBedy, oH
OeCIIyMHO YIIEN.

Korpma yTpeHHee COHIIEe 3aTIsSHYJ0 B 0KHO, 11ao ITu oTKphUT r1a3a. OgeBasich, OH CMYTHO IIBITAJICS
BCIIOMHUTD, KaK OKa3aJICs B MOCTEIH. IlocMOTpen Ha OBeph — Ta Obla 3amepTa. IlokayaB rojI0BOH,
OH TI03BaJI CITy’KaHKY, YMBIICS, HAHEC YTPEHHUH BU3UT POTUTEIISIM ¥ [TOCIIe 3aHSITHI HaKOHeI
BEPHYJICS K CBOUM KHUTaM.

OTKpHIB TpaKTaT, OH 3aMep. Ha cTpaHulle nexan KpOXOTHBIM SPKO-KpPacHBIM LBETOK. [log HUM —
KJ1040K Oymaru. Hactpoenue 1I3bIxyaHsi, MpayHOe IIOC/IEAHNE OHU, MITHOBEHHO IIPOSICHUIIOCH, CIIOBHO
COJIHIIe TTPOOMIOCH CKBO3b TYUH.

— «T'opa IlloysiH, BecHa BockMoro mMecsiia»... — IPOIIEINTan OH, 6epekHo MPUHUMAs CyXue
JIeTIeCTKY Ha NafoHb. OH gonro mo0oBascs mogapkoM, 60siCh gaxke OBIIIATh, YTOOB He TIOBPEIUTh
XPYIKYI0 KpacoTy. HakoHell 0H CIIpsiTaj I[BETOK BMECTE C 3allUCKOW B MIKATYJIKy ¥ C PaJOCTHBEIM
CepaleM MPUHSTICS 3a y4EDy.

[Topoit yenoBeKy HYKHO COBCEM MaJio [Jig cHacThsl. MBI U caMy He 3HaeM, YTO UMEHHO 3aCTaBIIseT
HaIly AyuIy meTb. MOXKHO OOJITO XUTh B YHBIHUY, TEPSAS HaleXky, a IIOTOM B ONUH MUT 00pecTu eé
BHOBb — ITYCTh KPOIIIEYHYI0, KaK UCKpa. HUKTO He 3HAET, BIaCTHEH JIM MHL HaJl CBOMMH YyBCTBAMU
WJIM OHU BedyT Hac 3a co6oii. [Iopo#l MBI OTHAEM BCE pafy KPYyNIUILE Tellyla, Pafy IOUTH [IpU3pavHOU
IPUBSI3aHHOCTH, HO UMEHHO €€ ITOTOM BCIIOMUHAEM BCIO KU3Hb.

B 3T0 Bpems Ha TpeHUPOBOUHOM Mosie [Jao AH mOOHS B3TJISA K 3aTIHYTOMY Ty4amu HeOy. B ero
rJ1a3ax, IPOH3UTENILHEIX U BOJIEBHIX, OTPa3uiach cepas fAbiMKa. OH ynbI0ancs — OTKPHITO B HEMHOTO
TOPBKO.

Ckopo 3uma. KTo 3HaeT, Kakue OUTBBE OHA IPUHECET? ByHeT U Tak e SPKO IIBECTH B CIIeAYIOIIeM
rony Becna Bocemoro mecsia Ha ckinoHax [loysan?

OH OIyCTHJI TOJIOBY ¥ ITPOIIETITaI:

— Yro 51 BCE 00 oCceHU... YBULIETh Obl, KAK COMIET CHET BECHOM. DTO yxKe OyOeT MUIIOCTBIO CYyObOHI.

Cynb0Oa Oblta K Hemy MunocTuBa. OH yBupen BecHy. UToObl HaBCETOa OCTAThCSI B TOM BTOPOM TOMY
5pel LI3sHbaHb.
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