I'maza Llao ITu OBUIM yIMBUTENBHO SICHBIMU. B UX riy00KOM YepHOTE BCETia Meplall XKUBOU CBET — TO
HEXKHBIH, CJIOBHO YTPEHHSS poca, TO 3arafOuHblil, KaK 0TOJIECK HaleKuX 3Be3[.

[lao AH moOnTO CMOTpPET Ha HETO, He OTPHIBAsICh. 3aTeM OH MEeIJIEHHO HaKJIOHUJICS K OpaTy, ¥ Koraa
UX KOHYUKH HOCOB ITOUTH COITPUKOCHYIMCH, OCTAHOBUJICS. B 3TOM KpaTKOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE MEXMIY
HUMH 3aMepJI0 o01ee JbIXaHUe.

— [ToToMy 4TO OISt MEHS THl — €IUHCTBEHHBIN 1 HEITIOBTOPUMEIH... 6paT, — MocielHee CJI0BO
CopBaoch ¢ ryb He cpady, c/10BHO a0 AH Ha MUT 3aCOMHEBaJICA B HEM, HO IIPU3HAHUE BCE PABHO
gocturio ceppua Lao ITu.

Mnapmui 6paT 3Has, 4yTo LI3bICIo Ay B HEM He YaeT, HO He 0XKHUIAJl YCIIbIIIaTh CTOJb IPSIMOe
npu3Hanue. OOIYHO KpacHOpPeuuBhil [lao [Tu 3aMep, HIMPOKO paclaxHyB riasa.

— EOVHCTBEHHBIN? — IePECIPOCUII OH, 3alIMHAACh. — A Kak Xke... A-YXu U ocTa/ibHbIE?

[Tao AH BBEIIPAMUJICS ¥ IOCMOTPEN OTPEIIEHHO.

— Pasymeercs, onu Toxke Mou 6paThs. Ho mpocTo 6patest — u Hu4ero 0osee. I[lonumaens, A-ITu?
KpOBHEBIX POJICTBEHHUKOB V¥ MEHSI MOXKeT ObITh BEJIMKOE MHOXKECTBO, HO Thl — TaKO# OIMH.

Llao ITu, OKOHYATENbHO 3aIyTABIIKNChH B CJIOBAX CTAPIIEro, TUIIb PACTEPSIHHO CMOTpPeIT Ha HeTo,
OXHWMas MOSICHEHUH. YBUIEB €T0 03aJjaueHHOCTD, [lao AH BOpyT noBecemnesn. OH MIyTIUBO MIENKHY
OpaTa 1o 16y 1 pacCMesJics:

— Hy 4to T 3amep? Kyna nomeBanack TBOSI COOOPA3UTEILHOCTh B TAKOM BaKHBIN MOMEHT? Cryinai
BHUMATEJILHO, 51 IOBTOPIO JIUIIE Pas.

Hao [Iu TYT XKe I1epecTal IIOTUPATh J'IO6, YHUHHO CJIOZKUJI PYKU Ha KOJIEHAX U BBEITAHYJICH,
IIPEBPATUBIINCH B CaAMO BHUMaHHE.

— B moem cepparie Bcerpa 6ymeT MeCTO JIHIID JIST OMHOT0 OpaTa, ¥ 9TOT YenoBeK — Thl, [lao ITu. T
yHUKaJeH. YTo ke KacaeTcsi A-UXKu U IPOYUX... OHU CBSI3aHEI CO MHOI JIUIIL KPOBBIO, He 60Jiee TOro.

I_[ao IIn IMOYYBCTBOBAJII, YTO HA CTOJIb KCKPEHHEE UINTUAHNE YYBCTB OH 00s13aH OTBETUTh TEM XKe€.
I[ToMomYaB HEMHOTO, OH IIPpOMU3HEC:

— W B MoeM ceppIie ecTbh MECTO JIUIIh [JIsT OmHOTo OpaTa LI3kIcio.

MoMeHT momkeH OB CTaTh BepXOM OpaTCKOM HEXXHOCTH, HO YTO-TO MO0 He TaK. [7aas Ha
cepbe3Hoe nuio Lao ITu, Ilao AH BAPYT OPBICHYA CO CMeXy. MyaAiuy TyT XkKe 3aHepBHUYATI,
JIMX0pPagovHo cooOpaxkasi, Ifie OH [OIYCTU OIIOMIHOCTh. OH I'yCTO TOKPACHE]I.



— Crapuruit 6paT, IepecTaHbTe CMeSIThCS!

— Xopouo, xopouo, — Llao AH chenarn ri0ToK 4as, NbeTasgCh YHATE cMex. — Ho nocnywau, A-I1u...
Thl — BTOpO¥M MoJiofoM rocrnoauH foMa Ilao. U pa3Be s Mory He ObITH TBOUM «eIUHCTBEHHBIM»
crapuuM 6paToM? Miu y OTIia ecTh ellle CHIHOBbSI Ha CTOPOHE, 0 KOTOPHIX 51 He 3Hai0?

Oco3HaB, KaKyio riynocts cmopo3ud, Llao [Iu nokpacHen eie cuinbHee. OH IPUHSAJICST CYOOPOXKHO
KOMKATh I10JIbl CBOETO0 [JIMHHOTO XajlaTa; loporas TKaHb, He IIPOoAepKaBIascs 1 4aca B
Oe3ynpe4yHOM BUfle, MTHOBEHHO IIOIIJIa XKaJIKUMHU CKJIaJKaMHU.

— 4.4 IIPOCTO... 3TO BEL HepBBIﬁ Ha4alli IPpoO €eqUHCTBEHHOTIO... ...

3Has, HaCKOJIbKO OpaT caMoio0uB 1 paHuM, Llao AH nepecTan MOOIIyYnuBaTh U IIOCEPhE3HEIL.

— 4 3anomHI0 TBOU cJ10Ba, A-TTu. Ho u THI moobermaii MHe KOe-4TO: YTO OBl HU CITyYHIIOCH B OyOyIIIEM,
THI TPUJIOXKHUIITE BCE CUJIBI, YTOOH B30UTH Ha CaMylo BepiiuHy. CTaHb TeM, KTO CTOUT BEHIIIE BCEX.

B Te roger Llao AH OBUT TMIIL TBIJIKUM IOHOIIEH C OYIIOH, cTpeMsimneics K o6makaM. OH UCKpeHHe
BEPWUJI, YTO BIACTh Haf [TomHeOeCHOM — 3TO BHICIIEe 61aro U BeHell BcexX CTpeMyieHui. [IpoxuBy OH
ele JIeT JecsiTh, BO3MOXKHO, OH HUKOTHAa He ToTpeboBas Ovl 0T OpaTa TaKou KIATBEL. Wmu, ecru OBl
MEPTBBEIE MOTJIA BEJATh O [eJIaX XKWBHIX, OH YBUOEN OB, CKOJTBKUMH XXKEePTBAMHU ¥ KaKUMHU
IepeMeHaMH B XapakTepe o0epHeTcs s ero mo0umMoro A-ITu ato obemanue. M Torma oH HaBepHSIKaA
3axoTes Ovl 3abpaTh CBOU CJI0Ba 0OpPATHO.

— Xopotio... — npomrenTan [{ao [Tu. — Ho s xo4y, 4T0oOH TH Bcerga ObIN KKUB U OCTABAJICS PSIOM CO
MHOH.

Llao AH nuIb TOPHKO YABIOHYIICS ¥, HE HaBas MPSIMOT0 OTBETA, IMPHUBJIEK OpaTa K cefe, KPemKo 0OHSB.

— ITomuwu, A-Ilu: IToguebGecHyI0 0OpeTaeT TOT, KTO cienyeT 3akoHaM Heba u yasHuAM Hapoma. Orern
HECIIPOCTa TaK JEPKUTCS 3a JIO3YHT «mouyutath CeiHa HeGa» — 9T0 KITI0OY K JTIOACKUM cepanam. Ho
THI JOJIZKEH 3HATh: HAIITKM aMOUITMU TPOCTUPAIOTCS KyOa HajbIlle.

— 3HaA4uT, OTeLl X0UeT CTaTh uMIepaTopom? — riayxo cupocui Llao I1u, yTKHYBIINUCE B €r0 ITPYyIb.

— Pasymeercst, HeT. 3To Ovl0 OB BEI30BOM HebecaMm, 1 TOT[la KaXKObI B UMIIEPUU CUesl Obl CBOUM
IOJTOM ITOKapaTh Hac. 3Haelb, moueMy mogu K0aub baHbuy pa3beraTcs KTo Kyga? — Ilao AH
chenarn may3y. — IIoToMy 4TO B ero cepflle XXUBET MSTEXK, a TaJJAHTOB He XBaTaeT Jaxke Ha TO, YTOOH
yoepXkaTth CBoMX. MHI He TOBTOPUM ero omu6ok. Ho B aToM Mupe, A-ITu, eCTb MHOTO Bellle#, KOTOphIe
MOXKHO COBEPILHUTD, faxke He HafleBasl UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 KOpoHY. [ToHUMaellb, 0 4eM 5?

Hao TIu nomHsan TOJIOBY. On IIOCMOTPEN C HeJeTCKOu peninMOCTEhIO.



— MEI MOXK€EM CTaTb TEMH, Imepen KkeM uMIiepaTop 6yneT TpeleTaTh, a Hapod — IIPEKIIOHATLCA. Mu
IIpuHECeM MHUD B HOJIHe6eCHy150 " 3aCTaBHUM BC€ HEThIPE MOPS IIPHU3HATH HAIITy BOJIIO.

CnoBa pebeHKa 3By4ajid HauBHO, HO B HUX KPBIJIACh UCTHUHA, KOTOPYIO 1T033Ke MOATBEPHSIT [AesSHUS
Lao Llao. Ycneimas 970, Llao AH nouyBcTBoBas obnerdenue. OH B3TISHYI B OKHO.

— Hoxpb cTtux. [ToaeM B rmaBHBIM 3aJl, ITI0pa YKHAHATE.

)%k

BeuepHsis Tparne3a TSHYIAch KaK 00BIYHO — He CIIMIIIKOM IITYMHO, HO U He cKy4HO. ITao ITu Ben ce0s
0e3ynpeyHo: CUel C ufeaabHO MPSIMOM CIIMHOM, CKDOMHO OITyCTHUB I'OJIOBY K CBOeH yarte. OmHaKo
ceropus Lao Llao, Ka3ajocs, pemus BOCIIOIHUTE OBl HEBHUMaHUA KO BTopoMy ChIHY. EnBa Llao [1u
yCIeBasl IPOTJIOTATH KYyCOK, KaK OTell 00pyIirBal Ha Hero ouepeqHoii BOIpoc. MabyuK,
MIPUBBLIKIINY K POJIM TEHU, BTallHe M3HBIBAJI OT 9TOTO HATHCKa, XOTS U OTBeYas Ha KaXgoe CI0BO CO
BCeH IIOYTHUTEJIbHOCTBIO.

3aMeTuB, 4TO Tapesika ChiHA NO4YTH He mycTeeT, [lao [Jlao rpoMKo mpou3Hec:

— [Iu-3p, moyeMy THI TakK MaJjo elrb? MyX4uHe, POXKAEHHOMY AJIST BEJIMKUX [IeJI M PATHBIX IIOJBUTOB,
He IIPUCTAJI0 UMEeTh alleTHT I0HOHU HeBhl. Kak Tl coOMpaeIbcss KOMaHIOBAaTh BOMCKAMH, eClii B Tebe
HET CHJI?

Llao I'Tu pacrepsincs. B ronose ero OyieBan BUXPh MbICTeH: «Pa3Be 9T0 Most BuHa? Brl 6€3 KOHIIA
CIIpallIMBaeTe, s He YCIIeBalo HaKke YeII0CTSIMU TOIIeBeNIUTh! A ecliu s1 HAUHY eCTh ObICTpee, S Ke
IIPOCTO TIOJaBJIIOCh Ha I'J1a3ax y Bcex!»

[lao AH, BTaiiHe 3a6aBISBIIUIACS 3TOU CLIEHOM, BCE XK€ PEIINI MPUATH Ha TOMOIIb Oparty.

— Orew, BB IPOCTO He 3HaeTe... A-I1u, ycibllas 0 BalleM CKOPOM II0X0fe, COKPYIIAJICS, YTO elle MaJl
¥ He MOXKeT pa3feluTh C BaMu TATOTH. OH HOYaMM HalpoJieT ITYOUPOBal TPAaKTaThl 110 TaKTUKE,
HajlesiCh B OyayIIeM CTaTh Balllei ormopou. [JomKHO ObITh, M3-3a JIETHET'0 3HOST U 0ECCOHHLIX HOYEH OH
COBCEM JIUIIINJICS aIlIleTUTa.

[lao Llao BHUMaTembHO MocMOTpen Ha Ilao ITu. 3ameTrB ero 671eMHOCTb U YCTAJIOCTh, OH CMSTYHUIICS.

— TBOe pBeHUe OXBAJIBHO, 1 TPOHYT. HO He CMel U3HYPSATh CBOE TeJI0, UHaue BCe TBOU TPy
IIOUAYT IIPAXOM.

— Cnymatocs, oTell. ¢ 3alOMHIO Ballld HACTABIEHUS.

[lao AH mpo ce0s mUIIb ToOKavas ronoBoi. «OTell CypoB JaxKe B II0XBaJie — He MOXKET He BBEPHYTh



HPaBOYYEHUEY.

Korpa yxuH HakoHell 3akoHuYusIcs, []ao [Tu yyBcTBOBan ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO IIpolnes yepe3 6uTBy. OH
BeChb B3MOK OT XOJIOOHOTO II0Ta.

— Bepnnbiit A-Yxu, — nporienTan oH, uas psigoM ¢ 6patoM. — HeyKenu ero Tak gOMpaIInBaOT
KaX[Iblil eHb? MHe XBaTHII0O OOHOTO Beuepa, YTOOH! ITIOYYBCTBOBATEL Ce0s1 HE B CBOEM TapeJIKe.

[lao AH o6ompsolie IOXJIONA ero 1o IIeyy.

— ITpuBeikaii. Pa3Be Te0e He THCTUT BHUMaHME 0TIa? — OH OIIyTUJI, HACKOJIBKO XPYIKUMHU U
KOCTJISIBBIMU OBINIM TI7Teun O6paTa, ¥ HAaXMypHUJCS. — BrpoyeM, TH ¥ BOPSMb €Illb CIUIIKOM MaJo.
HeynuBuTenbHO, UTO Thl YMYOPHUIICS IIOPAHUTH HOT'Y BO BpeMsi 0OLIYHON TPEHUPOBKH.

[lao TIu cMy11eHHO MOAXKa TyOHL.

— 4 6yny ects Gonbiie. YeCcTHO TOBOPS, MHE 3TO «BHUMaHUE» B TATOCTh. BEII0 OB KyJa Jydllle,
OCTaHbCS BCE KakK Ipexae.

CnoBa 6paTa 607bHO 0TO3BamuCh B ayine [ao Ana. OH Bumen B A-I1u xkaXay pofCTBEHHOM 1100BU, HO
B TO K€ BpeMsI TOHUMAJI: TOMbl OTUYKIOEHUS 3aCTaBUIIU 3TOT0 pebeHKa 3a0kITh, KAaK TPUHUMATh
TEIJIOTY.

— A-TIu, unu K cebe. MHe Hy>kHO 00CYOUThL KOe-KaKue Jiejia C OTLIOM.

He goxwupasce orBeTa, [lao AH OBICTPO yIIIes, UCIIOJIb3YS 9TOT IMPEJIor Kak BO3MOXKHOCTh cOeXKaTh
OT TSKEeJIBIX pa3nyMuu.

[Tpoxomst MUMO ITapafgHOTO BXOHa, OH 3aMeTu/ 3HaKOMBIN CuiyaT. 1o 6bin Cions I0i. [ao Ax
OCTaHOBUJICS ¥ MOIPHUBETCTBOBAJ €r0:

— He 3Ha, uyto rocnogud CrooHb FOU TOYTUT HAC BUSUTOM B CTOJIb IIO3OHUY Yac. CIIy4duocs HeUYTO
BaxHOe?

— [IpuBeTCTBYIO CTapIllero Moyioforo rocnoguHa, — CioHb FO# 0TBeTH U3BICKAHHBEIM IOKJIOHOM. O
HEM I'OBOPUJIH KaK 0 6e3ympeyHoM 6/1aropofHOM MyKe, YbM OJeK/bl BCeTna UCTOYaIu TOHKUM
apoMat 61aroBoHuH, u ceituac Llao AH y6enuscs, 4To Clayxu He naranu. — 9 npulbsUt 06CyauTh C
rocnoguHoM llao miaaH moxona Ha JIosH.

— Kak ymauso. f Kak pa3 HampaByIsijICs K OTITY II0 9TOMY e BOIpoCy. IIpoiy Bac, TPOXOOUTE.



V3uaB o mpubsitTuu Cions FOs, Llao 1Jao mocmenrso mpuBes B IOPSA0K OfeXKAY U MIPUHSII €T0 B
TJIaBHOM 3aJie.

— BaHbXkO0, TH KaK pa3 BoBpeMs! f cam coOuparscs 3BaTh Te0s 3aBTpa. [IOMHMIIb, ST TOCHIIAT
L3binsiast B JIosiH, 4TOOB! BCTPETUTHL UMIIEPATOpPa?

— Ia, rocriopuH. Ho, HACKOIBKO MHE U3BECTHO, JTtofei reHepasa Llao XyHa 3a6710KHpOBajy BOMCKa
HOamns Iy u [Iyn Ysna.

— Bepno. Ho napy gHeu Ha3ap npuisio u3sectue: [IyH UxkKao Hanucasn nucekMo AH OsHy, U geo
ynagunock. Temepb MEL MOXKeM OeClpensiTCTBEHHO OTIIPaBUTh BolMcKa B JIOSiH, YTOOH!
3aCBUETEeNIbCTBOBATh NouTeHue Ero BenuuecTsy.

— OTOo IpeKkpacHble HOBOCTHU. BripoueM, MHe KpaliHe MI000IBITHO, YTO XKe TaKoro Hamucan [IyH
Yxkao, pa3 Ax O3H cTan CTOJIb MOKIagUCTEIM?

[Tao Llao rpoMKO pacxoxoTajicsd ¥ WyTauBo norpo3us CwoHs 0w mansueM.

— Ox YK 3TH Balll IIPOHUIIATEJIbHEIE YMBI! Korpma BCTPETUTECH C HUM, CaM U CIIPDOCHUIIIb.

[Tao AH cupen B CTOPOHE, BCIIYLIMBASACH B UX pa3roBop. EMy UMIIOHUPOBAJIO, 4TO LieJId MOXKHO
[HOoCTHYb 0€3 MPSIMOTO CTOJIKHOBEHUS. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HATH II0 JIE3BUIO HOXKA — YIOBOJIbCTBUE
COMHUTEJILHOE.

Korpga on npoBozxkan Cions FOsi, He60 BHOBb 3aTSIHYJIO Ty4YaMy ¥ Hadajl HaKparblBaTh MEIKUM JOXKMIb.
[Tompormasmiuce ¢ oTuoM, llao AH HampaBuics B CBOU moKou. [Ipoxogs muMo KoMHaTk! Llao Ilu, roe
yKe He TopeJl CBET, OH HEBOJIbHO 3aMe[JIuJI Iar U MOLIesl TUIlle, CTapasiCh He IIyMeTh.

[TpuBBIUKa — BTOpAs HaTypa. [Jaxe 3Has, 4To OpaT HaBepHsKa CIUT U He MpuUpeT K Hemy, [lao AH,
3aKOHYUB YMBIBAThCS, OCTABUJI ABEPh HE3AIIEPTOMU.

[ToTyunB cBeYy, OH JIeT, HO COH He Iesl. Hoyb Gbly1a TUXOM, HO B 3TOM TUIIMHE 9XOM OT3bIBAJIUCh
cnoBa Lao I1u, ckazanHble nocie yxkuHa. B gyme Llao Ana 6opomnuck npotuBopeunsi. C ogHOR
CTOPOHEI, OH BCEM CEpALeM XKeJiajl, YTo0sl ero 6paT ocTaBasiCsd YUCTHIM M HEBUHHEIM PeOEHKOM,
KOTOPHIM MOXKET I03BOIUTHL ce0e Kanpusbl. Ho ¢ Apyroit — oH 1o cMepTH 6OSIICS, YTO TaKas
6e33ammTHOCTE OTyOuT A-II1 B 6€3:KaI0CTHOM IJlaMeHu cMyThl. OH X0TeJ, YToOk OpaT cTasl
CUJIBHBIM, Hay4YHUJICS UHTPUTAM U BIACTH... ITOT KOHPIIUKT MY4YHUJ €ro [aBHO, BO3MOXKHO, C CAMOT'0
TIEPBOTO JHS, KOTAa OH Mmo-HacTosmeMy 3ameTust Llao ITu. Ouu oba neITanuck cOexaTh OT 3TOU
PeasibHOCTH, BHITOPTOBEIBAS Y CyAbObl KPOXY MUPHOTO BpeMeHU. Ho Ty4u BOMHEI CTyIaIuch, ¥ Llao
AH TIOHUMaJI: IPUIIIIO BpeMs B3TJISHYThH IIpaBle B I'Jla3a.

YrnyOuBIIKNCH B CBOYM MBICTTH, OH He 3aMeTHJI, KaK B KOMHATy CKOJIb3HYJIa TeMHasl TeHb. He3HakoMeIy
OecIIyMHO MpuOIMXKAJCS K KPOBAaTH. B ero pyke, CIpSTaHHOM 3a CIIMHOH, TYCKJIO CBEPKHYJIO JIe3BHE



— OecnoianHoe, CJI0BHO KJIHIK XUIITHUKA.

CHapyXu 0oXKOb MpeKpaTuics. B HouHoMm HeOe 6eCIIyMHO IIPOHEecIach JeTydasi MbIIIb, OCTAaBUB
nocie ce0s TUIIL MUMOJIETHYIO TE€Hb U €/IBa CIIBIIIHbIM, TPOH3UTEIbHBIN MHCK.
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