YBUIEB €T0 COCTOSIHUE, UMITEPATOP TOPEIBUCTO MOMBITANICS OTCTPAHUTLCS, HO IIPEMBEDP-MUHUCTP,
HAIMPOTUB, KPEIKO 00XBATHUJI €TO:

— He yxogu... Ecnu BHIifens, OyneT elre OoNbHEE.

HmnepaTopy HUYEro He 0CTaBajioCh, KPOME KaK 3aMePETh BHYTPH, laBasi IPeMbeP-MUHUCTPY BpeMs
IPUBBIKHYTH K pa3Mepy.

OuryiieHne cIagoCTHOTO BOCTOPTa BHU3Y XKMBOTA BOJTHAMHU ITOAHMNMAJIOCh BBEPX, HO ¥ YYBCTBO
HEMMOBEPHOU TECHOTHI OBITIO CIUIIIKOM peanbHBEIM. IMIIepaTop IIyMHO BHIIOXHYJ, YTKHYJICS HOCOM B
yX0 MapTHepa, HeXKHO 3afieBasi MOUYKY, a 3aTeM IIPUIIOOHSJICS U B35JI PaCIIUTHIM ApaKOHAMU U
(dheHUKCaAMU IJIAaTOK.

OH 6epekXHOo 0Tep NOT €O Jiba TpeMbep-MUHUCTPA U IIPUMIa K ero rydbaM — CyXuM U clierka
TIOTPECKABIIMUMHUCS OT 2KaXKIbl U BOJIHEHUSI, YBIIAXKHSS UX CBOUM SI3BIKOM.

B myire uMmmepaTopa 4To-TO pa3AyBaJioCh TaK JKe CUJIbHO, KaK U €T0 IJI0Th BHU3Y; B 3TOT MUT €My
XOTEJIOCh JIUIITh OMHOTO — BEYHO CXKHMATh IIPEMbEP-MUHUCTPA B 00BSITUSIX, @ BOSMOXKHO, U BOBCE
PacTBOPHUTH ero B cebe.

[TpeMbep-MUHUCTP, Y KOTOPOTO IIOHAYasy oT 00JIu TOTEMHEJIO B I'la3aX, HEMHOT'O ITepeBell OyX.

Ot TIIoeJyeB rocygaps €ro paCCynokK CHOBa Hadall TYMaHHUTBECA, a 110 TeJIy 3aCKOJIb3UJIU TopAaYdYne
JIaoOHH. I/IMnepaTop SIBHO 00SI7ICSI HaBa/IMBATLCS BCEM BECOM, JIHIITh OCTOPO2KHO JIaCKall ero
3aMepIinee OT IMOKa MY2KCKO€ NOCTOUHCTBO.

Bckope, aflanTHPOBaBIINCh, TPEMbEeP-MUHUCTP ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK B IrTyOMHe JI0HA YTO-TO Ha4asio
BBIJENIAThCS. Briara xoTesa BEITEYb HapPyXKy, HO MyTh i OB IperpaxyeH, 0T4ero BO3HUKIIO
CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO 3y[a.

Bonb nmo4TH yTuxia, a nepegHss 4acTh Tella [Of lJackaMy “MIlepaTopa CHOBa Hadasa
npo0yXKaaThCA.

[IpeMbep-MUHUCTD BBIZOXHYIL:

— [IBuraiics...

Ho, mouyBCcTBOBaB IIepBO€ ABUKEHUE, TYT K€ IOCIEITHO No0aBUII:
— Tonpko MedIeHHO.

BusB ero mpockbe, ©MIepaTOp Havyasl YaCTHYHO BRIXOJUTH U CHOBA IOT'PYKAThCS, ABUTas GempamMu B
KpalHe HECIEeLIHOM TeMIIe.

[IpeMbep-MUHUCTP ITOHAYATY ellle KPeIuJCcs, TepPIs AUCKOMGOPT, HO IIOCTEIEHHO BOIIET BO BKYC,
HaCJIaXkXasiCh 9TOM Me[JIEHHOW U MpefyIpeauTenbHoN 3a00TOM.

OH 3aXXMYpPHJICS ¥ HayaJl TUXOHBKO ITOCTAHBIBATh, OIIYIas XKejlaHue, POXIeHHOe TPeHUEM BHYTPH.
Ero Bo30yXmeHHas MJIOTh YIIMpasack B XKUBOT UMIIEPATOPa.

Tot CIIPOCHITI HU3KKM I'OJIOCOM:

— Tebe mpusiTHO?



[TpeMbep-MUHUCTP, TSIKEJIO OBIIIa, YeCTHO OTBETHUIT:
— [pusATHO... TONBKO CJIMIIKOM PacCIHpaerT.

[TpHOTKpHIB I'7Ia3a, OH YBUAEN, YTO OEJIKY I'Jla3 UMIIepaTopa HalUIMCh KPACHBIMU ITPOXKUIIKAMU OT
IOJTOTO BO3MEPKAHUS, ¥ TYT K€ CHOBa 3aKMYPUIICS, [eflasi BUM, YTO HUYETro He 3aMeTHIL.

OpHako MMIIEPATOP Ha4all YyCKOPATHCA. 9to OmyIIeHrue B KOPHE OTIINYaJIOCh OT TOT'0, KOIld OHH
mmoMoranu cebe PyKaMu.

Oco6GeHHO Temeph, KOTIa OH BHUIEIT BHIpAaXKEHUE JIUIa TPEMbEP-MUHUCTPA — 9KCTa3 B €0 AYyIIIe
OyKBaJIbHO yIapuil B TOJIOBY.

Temn HapacTas, HO 0CTaBaJICs B IIpefeliaX TOTo, YTO IPeMbEP-MUHUCTP MOT BEIHECTH. BCKOpe TOT
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO TEPSI€T KOHTPOJIb. MIepaTop Havasl BXOOUTH MOIIHO U I'Iy0OKO, 3afieBasi CaMble
YYBCTBUTEJIbHEIE TOUKH, TPOHUKAS B KaXK[IbIH IIOTAEHHBIN YTOJIOK.

TaiiHoe TOHO MPEeMbEP-MUHUCTPA CIIOBHO OXBATHUII OTOHb, 2Kap OT KOTOPOT'0 PAa3/IUBAJICS [0 BCEMY
TENy.

My CKO¥ OpTraH UMIIepaTopa HeIpeCTaHHO TepPCs 0 CTEHKH, Pa3 3a pa3oM TOJIKAsICh B CAMYIO
rnyOuHy. 3BYKM WX COUTHUS BCKOPE OBITM 3ariIyIIeHbl F0JI0COM ITPeMbep-MUHUCTPA: OH yKe He JyMall
0 CTHIe — Befb CJIyTH YIUIH, BeOb 30eCh TOIBKO UMIIEPATOP...

CHauaJsa OH JIAIIb BEIKPUKUBAJI:

— Bame BenuuecTtso... Baiie BenuuecTBo!.. — He B cUjlaX BRIMOJIBUTh HUYETO APYTOTO.
Ho moTtom, oTOpocHB BCSIKOE CMyIlleHNe, Hadall 3BaTh:

— Bame BennuecTtBo, noMenjieHHee... moMeniieHHee! Ax!.. MHe... MHe HEBEIHOCUMO...
HMnepaTop, He Impekpalas pUTMUYHBIX TOTYKOB, Y4aCTIIUBO CIIPOCHIT:

— I'me TebGe HEBLIHOCUMO?

[TpeMbep-MUHUCTP He cMOT OBl OTBETUTD Ha 3T0. OH ¥ caM He TIOHUMaJI, My4YUTEeIbHO 9TO MU
CTIaJOCTHO; OH YYBCTBOBas ce0st pSICKOM Ha BOMie, KOTOpPasl HUKAK He MOXKEeT HaUTH IpHUYaia.

Ero 4yncThie manbIlbl OCTABISIN Ha IOTHOU CIIMHE HMIIepaTOopa AJIMHHBIE KPaCHBIE IIOJIOCHI.

HmnepaTtop o6xBaTui 6efpa NpeMbep-MUHUCTPA, IPUTATUBAs ero 61uxke K cebe. OrpOMHEIN KOPEHb
HEYCTaHHO CKOJIb3UJI BHYTPh U HAPYXy.

CoycTst moniroe BpeMsi IpeMbep-MUHUCTP BIUJICS 3y0aMU B IIJTI€U0 TOCYHAPs ¥ U3JIUIICS, OKPOIIUB
JKHBOT UMIIEPATOPA.

I/IMnepaTop XKe IIPOoaoJIZKaJl ABUT'aThCA PAa3MaAIIMCTO ¥ MOIIHO €eIlle JOJIr0e BPpeM4.

Korga y mpeMbep-MHHHUCTPA Y2Ke OKOHYATEeJIbHO IOIIIa KPYyroM T0JI0Ba, TOCydaph U3BEPTrHYII I'YCTOe
U Topsiuee ceMs, 0 KpaeB HAIOJTHUB HYTPO mapTHepa. Ho ero mioTh BCE elrle ocTaBanach BHYTPH, HE
JKeJast MOKUIATh TECHOTO IIJIeHa.

Ts2Kerno meliia, MMIIEPATOP HEMHOI'O OTOOXHYJI — M CHOBa Ha4all ABUT'AaTh 69HpaMI/I.
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