9TO MeCcTO HaXO[UJIOCh COBCEM PSAOM C ropoil JIaHKOy, U BO BCcell epeBHe, KpoMe YsHb CaHbCH,
HUKTO He OCMEJIMBAJICS 3[IeCh XXKUTh. XMKMHA PaHblile TPUHA/JIeXala TOMYy CaMOMY OXOTHUKY; ITOCTIe
TOTO KakK OH YIIEN B TOPH ¥ He BEPHYJICS, OHa ocTajiack CaHbCH.

FOHomIe GBIIO JIET YeTHIPHAAAaTh, HO OH 3aMETHO ITPEBOCXOIMII CBEPCTHUKOB II0 POCTY U CHJIE: Ha
HEM Obl/Ta JIUITH KOPOTKAas KYPTKa, OTKPHIBAIOIIAS KpPelKKUe, MyCKyIUCThe PyKu. JIto 'yioit MenbKoM
IPUKUHYII - POCT Y HETO, HaBEPHOE, yKe MO METP CEMbECHT.

[Tomennus, JIto ['yioii BCE Xe CKa3all:

— Hamra mmapmast cecTpa, BO3MOXKHO, yIIIjia B TOPH. MBI XOTUM 3aMTH TIOUCKATh.

Ysub CaHbCH HAYETO He OTBETHJI, HEMIOHSTHO, YCIIbIIIA JI OH BOOOIIe; OH MOJT4a pa3BepHYyJICI 1
yIIEN B XukuHy, ocTaBuB JIio ['yioa u Lluns XKyH1Iu nmepernsigeiBaThCS.

[uub 2KyHIIM TOCMOTPET MY BCJIEM U YKe cCOOMpasiCs CKa3aTk:

— 4 Bcé xe...

Ho He ycrien 3akOHUNTH, KaK Y9Hb CaHbCH CHOBA BHIIIE. Temepb Ha HEM OblJIa HafleTa BEPXHSS
ofleXX[a, IITaHWHEL X pyKaBa Tyro 3aTSAHYTH, 3a II0SICOM BHCEJI TeCakK, a B pyKax OH fepKaJl KeJle3Hoe
KOITBE.

[Mopovins 6nuxke, oH okuHYN JIto 'yios u Lluab 2KyHIITN B3TIAI0M U KOPOTKO CKa3at:

— Iomu. Pa3Be He Nofeld HCKATh COOMPAIKCH?

— A? 3-3T0... MOXKET, BCE-TAKH eIllé KOTO-HUOYOb II030BEM? — pacTepsiHHO crpocu JIio ['yioii.

Ysup CaHbCH MPOTSAHYN Kejie3Hoe Konbe [unp XKyHIIM, CHA C Iosica Tecak, 3aTeM CpyOHUIT Y JOPOTH
IajIKy TONIIMHOM CO CKaJIKy u noman eé JIo I'yioo.

— He cmoTpu, uTo s Monomoi. C meTcTBa C MPUEMHEIM OTIIOM II0 TOPaM XOMWII, B IepeBHE HET
HUKOTO, KTO JIy4Ille MeHs 3Hasl OBl 3[elTHNe TPOIIHL.

[Toka 0XOTHUK OBIJT KMB, OH YacTO Opaj ero ¢ co0oi Ha IIPOMEICETT; TTpaB/a, U3-3a pebEHKa OHU He
3aXOMUIIK [aJIeKO Br1y0Ob, XOMUIK TOJIBKO 110 OKparHe. Ho u 9TOTr0 XBaTHI0, YTOOH! I0HOIIIA OTIHYHO
3HaJI BCce MyTH Ha OKpawHe rops! JIaHkoy. [Tocje TOoro Kak 0XOTHHKA He CTallo, OH 3apabaTkiBal cebe
Ha XW3Hb CaM: HHOTA 3aXOMOW B TOPH, MoOkBal (ha3aHOB MIIM 3a#IleB, YTOOL XOTh HEMHOTO
TIONKPEIUThCS, a TIOPOH, eCNTy BE3J10, MOMafanuch 1 0ojee KPYIHbIE 3BEPH - KOCYTIH UITH JUKKUE KO3
W mpaBma, B JepeBHEe BPSM JIM HAIIENCS OBl KTO-TO, KTO JIyYIlle HeTo 3Has OBl TPOIEI TOPE! JIaHKOY.



Tak, cnenyst 3a Ysub CaHbCH, OHM BOIIJIM B TOPHI: BREICOKHUH IOHOIIIA IIETT BIEPEIH, BPeMsi OT BpeMeH!
BBIXBATHIBasi HOXK U PyOs KOJIIOUKME 3apOCiIH, IIperpaxaaBIline MyTh, @ WHOTa 060payuBacs u
TOBOPMIT:

— Celtyac xapkKo, B ropax MHOTO HaCeKOMBIX 1 3Mel. Korfa unére, mydlie naakod IOCTyKUBATh 110
TpaBe y HOT.

JTio T'yio¥t TONBKO Teleph MOHS, 3a4eM TOT CPYOUIT eMy IaJKy, ¥ MTOCIENIHO CTaJjl IIOCIYIIHO
pa3MaxuBaTh €0, IPOCTYKUBas KyCTH 110 cTopoHaM. Llunb 2KyHIIN MEN noCciefHUM, ONUpasich Ha
JKeJe3Hoe KOIIbE BHIIIE €T0 POCTa, ¥ BCIO mopory xmypuics. OH 6ecrnokousics 3a [luus banb6aHs -
6osinics, 4To cectpa 3abmynuiach, a emeé 0oblle - YTO, He Hals HOPOry, OHa B IAHUKE YUOET
riay0xe B ropel. HUKTO He oCMeIuBasICs 3aXOOuTh B ITyOuny JIaHKOY; maxe eciu Okl OH 00paTHiICs K
CTapoCTe, BPSA JIU HAIIENCS OBl KTO-TO, KTO COTJIaCUICS OBl IIOWTH Ha MOUCKU. YeM OoJbllle OH
[yMall, TeM CUIbHEE XMYPHUIICS.

U BOpyr B 3TOT MOMeHT Y9Hb CaHbCH, LIEAIINY BIepPean, PE3K0 OCTAHOBUJICS, IPUCETT Ha KOPTOYKU U
IIPOTSHYJI PYKY K 3eMJle, OLIyIbIBas BiIaxkHY0 104YBy. B oTnuume ot Lluae 2KyHIIN, KOTOPHIY JTUIIh
CTapascs BHITISAETh CEPE3HBIM, ¥ 3TOTO I0HOIIHN, Ka3aioCh, OT IIPUPOAH! OBIJIO XOJIOMHOE JIUIIO; B
TIaMsTU NIPEeXHEro X03si1MHa TeJla OH OBIJT Y4eJI0BEKOM 3aMKHYTHIM, Majlopa3rOBOPYMBLIM U He TI00UTT
00IIIaTECA C MIOOBMHU.

I'nsaga Ha ero xonogHoe nuLo, JIro I'yioi HeBOJIbHO 3aHEPBHUYAJT U IIOCIIEIIHO CIIPOCUIT:

— Y-4T0... YTO CIYUYUIOCH?

Ysup CaHbCU IOOHSJICS, CTPIXHYJI C JIaflOHEX 3eMJII0 U CKa3aJl:

— HpHeMHBIfI oTel Y4YUII MEHsS PACIIO3HABATL CIIEOEI. ITH - CBEXKHeE, U II0 pasmepy OelCTBUTEIIBHO
IIOX0XKY Ha CJedbl MaJIeHbKOM JEBOYKM.

I'ma3za JIto ['yios TyT Ke 3aropenucsk, a CTosauui no3aau Liuap XKyHIIK ToXKe HEBOJIBHO IIarHy
BIIEPEN - 00a ¢ HafexXmou cMoTpeny Ha Yaubs CaHbCH, 0XKUIast IPONOJIXKEHUS.

— OpHaxo...

OTOT ManbYMIIKa elne u nay3y chenarn, Jiro [yl 4yTh He 3aJOXHYJICS OT BOJIHEHUS, yCTaBUBIIKUCH Ha
HEero B OXUaHUMU.

Ysnap CaHbCH PACKPHII JIalOHb, IOKA3bIBas JIeXKalllie B Hell COCHOBBIE ITUIKY, ¥ ITPOIOIKIII:

— OpHako, TI0X0XkKe, OHa OCTaBIIsgia METKH... I BUXKY, II0 JOPOTe JIeXKaT IIUIIKY - BAOUMO, OHA UMUK
TIOMedYaJsa myTk.



CKa3zaB 9T0, OH Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aAyMaiicd u no0aBuI:

— TBos cecTpa yMHas.

Ycnrwimas ato, JIo 'yiont u Luas XKyHuiu HakoHel 067IeTUEHHO BHIIOXHYIN, U BTPOEM JABUHYINCH
OaJbllle B rOpy, TPOMKO IIEePEeKINKAACh:

— Bbaunbans!

— Baunbans!

[Ipoiigs emié OKOJIO YeTBEPTH Yaca, OHYM HAKOHEI] YBUAEIN HeOOJIbIIYI0 GUTYPKY, UOYIIYIO UM
HaBCTpeuy. 3a CIUHOM y Heé Oblla KOP3KWHA, OfeXXa 0CTaBajach YUCTOM, TOJIbKO MaTepyaThie Tydiu
ObLTH 00JISITTaHEl TPS3BI0 - 9TO U Obina LluHbs banbOaHb. [IpaBoil pyKoM OHa OmMKpasach Ha Manky, B
JIeBOM CXKMMaJjla HeCKOJIbKO COCHOBBIX IIMINEK U, TPUXPaMbIBas, IIJla K HUM.

YcnmilaB ux ronoca, JeBodYKa TYT K€ PagOCTHO 3aKpHru4iaja:

— 3pecs! bpart! Crapuasa HeBecTka! 4 3mecs!

JIro T'yrot v Uunes XKyHmu TyT Ke 6pocunucs K Hell, a YsHb CaHbCH OCTAJICA CTOAThH Ha MECTe U, He
MeHs$ BEIpaXKeHUs JIUIa, CIIOKOMHO CyHYN coOpaHHbIe IIUIIKY B KapMaH.

Luub baubbaub u [unb KyHinu O6btu 61M3HeaMy, OYeHb IIOX0XKUMU APYT Ha Apyra, pa3uyanuch B
OCHOBHOM ra3amu: ¥ Llunb 2KyHIm OB y3KKe, BEITIHYTHIE I'a3a peHrukca, a y baHb0aHb - KUBHIE,
KpyTJible, a0pUKOCOBEIe, 0COOEHHO MUJIbIE, KOTa OHA yJbi0asnacs.

YBunes OpaTa U CTaplIylo HEBECTKY, feBoYKa 00pafoBalach U MOCIENIHO 3aMaxaja PyKoi, Ho,
3ameTuB, Kak l{uup XKyHIIN C CepbE3HEIM JIUI[OM IIOAXONUT K HEH, Cpa3y UCITyrajack - IOAyMasa, YTo
oH OypmeT e€ pyraTh. Beib 0Ha TallkoM y1iijia B TOPHI!

Lunp XKyHIY MOJO0LIIEN, HAXMYPHUBIIKUCh, BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEIT €€ C TOJIOBHL 10 HOT, U B3TJISA[ €T0
OCTaHOBUJICS Ha €€ IIPUXpaMbIBaIOLIeN HOTE:

— YTo c HOTOI1?

[luub BanbOaHb 3alIHYJIach, 3aTeM TOPOILIMBO OTBETHIIA:

— {1... cy4aiHO MOOBEPHYIIA.

b }KYHH.II/I C KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM IIOMOJI4all, 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJICA, CJIIETKa HAaKJIOHUJICA U KOPOTKO



CKa3al:

— 3abuparics.

OH cpemnan XecCT, IIpeaJiarasi CeCTh Ha CIIMHY, laXKe YyTh OTBEJ PYKM Ha3ad. baHrOaHb Ha MTHOBEHUE
pacTepsnach, ¥ JIUIIb MTOCTIe TOTO, Kak JIio ['yioi MSTKO MMOATONKHYII €€, OIIOMHUIIACH U,
IpuxXpamheIBasi, 3abpasnack 6paTy Ha CIIUHY.

Pa3 meBOYKY HAIIIM, BCe TPOE HAIPABUIKCh 06PATHO TOM 3Ke moporow, a JIto ['yioil BCIO HOpPOTyY He
TIepecTaBajl BOpYarTk:

— Baunbann, Oosblle Tak Henlb3sa! 1o ke omnacHO!

— TBoit 6paT 4yTh C yMa He COLIET OT TPEBOTH!

— 4 moHuMalo, TH IepeXkUBaellh 3a IO0M, HO ¥ Te0s eCTb MBI C MaTePbIO - MBI, B3POCJIbIE, CAMHU
HalIEM BEIXOM. A BaM, IeTsIM, He CTOUT 00 3TOM JyMaTh, & TO He BhIpacTeTe!

— OM... JpraH, TH He ycTan? MoxeT, naBaul 1 HEMHOI'O [I0HECY?

Hunp 2KyHIIM He COTIaCUICS, JTUIIbL ITI0KaYa IT'0JI0BOM U IIPOAOJIKUI UATH BIIEPE.

lluar banbOaHb, nexka y Hero Ha CIIUHe, TUXO cKa3asa:

— CeropHsl MHe TI0BE3J10, S Halll/la HECKOJIBKO «0eCCMEPTHHIX KOPHEW» (TSIHbMA), ¥ OHU HOBOJIBHO
KPYIIHbIE, MOXKHO OyIeT IpofaTh B aliTEKe B rOpofie.

T'onmoc meBOYKM OBITT TUXMM, HO B HEM CJIBIIIAIACh PAAOCTh. XOTS OHA U YIIJIa B TOPBI TAMKOM,
IeliCcTBOBala OHA OYeHb IIPOYMaHHO - II0 JOPOTe OCTaBJIsAla METKH, TakK YTO gaxe 6e3 momoru YsHb
Canbcu cMmoryia Okl BePHYTHCS cama. [IpocTo 13-3a MOOBEPHYTOM HOTY IIIJIa CIMIIKOM MEIJIEHHO U
TIOTOMY 3afiepKaach.

Iyas KyHIIM HEMHOTO IIOMOJTYaJI, 3aTeM CKa3asl:

— B cnepyrommii pa3 He XOOH.

IleBou4Ka Imoazxana T'YGBI " CIIYyCTA OOJITO€ BpeMs TUXO OTBETHIIA:



— Xopo1o...

3aMeTuB e€ oropuenue, JIo ['yioi, KOTOPHIM IOCTOSHHO CJIE€AXII 3a HACTPOEHUEM [IeTel, IIOCIEIIHO
TofOIIEN O/IMKe; OH HEC €€ MaJIeHbKUY TIJIETEHHIM KOPOO U Telleph 3arIsiHy/I BHYTPh: TaM Jiexkalna
MOTBIKKA [IJIs1 TPaB, HECKOJIbKO HEM3BECTHHIX EMY PACTEHUH ¥ HECKOIBKO KPYITHEIX, €II1€ TTOKPHITHIX
3eMJIEH CBEXKUX KOPHEH TSHbMA.

TsaubMa, unu «6ecCMepTHHIM KOpeHb», faxe Ha rope JIaHKOy CYuTanach PeOKUM U IIeHHBIM
JIEKAPCTBEHHBIM CHIPBEM.

JIro T'ytoit TYT Ke TOOHSI OOBIION Masell ¥ IOXBaIuII:

— BanvbaHb, TH IPOCTO MoOIomel!

Lunap XKyHIIM Ha MTHOBEHUE OCTAHOBUJICS, @ 3aTEM THUXO J00ABUII:

— Yry.

[luub banb0aHb HAKOHEI] TUXOHBKO YIBIOHYJIaCh ¥ KUBHYIA:

— 4 nousna, 60mnbile He OYAY XOOUTD.

CIyCTHBIINCH C TOPBI, OHU y TIONHOXKUSA elllé pa3 nobaarogapuny Ysubs CaHbCH, ITOCTIE Yero, Hecs
unap banb0aHb Ha CIKHE, HAIPABUIUCH JOMOM.

Ha nmonnytu Luae 2KyHmu BOpyr cka3ait:

— Crapiast HeBeCTKa, s CHavasa oTHecy baHb0aHb JOMOM. A Thl BO3bMHU CBEXKKE TPaBhl U CXOOU K
nekapio BaHio, 00MeHs} Ha Ma3b OT YIIXOOB U PacTIXKEeHUMN.

JTro T'yio¥t KUBHYJI, B351JT KOP3UHKY U IIOIIEJ 110 PA3BUJIKe K oMY jieKaps Baus. Tam oH oOMeHSI
TpaBHl Ha HeOOJBIIYI0 MUCKY 1e4eOHOT0 Maciia - OTHAsl 04T BCE, uTo banbOaHb cobpara, KpoMe
TssHbMa. CaM JIeKapb, 3arIsTHyB B KOP3UHY, axk OKWBHIICS:

— Oro! Kakue xopoume «6ecCMepPTHbIE KOPHU» !

I'nasa JIto I'ytos1 TyT xKe OIECHYIH, U OH CIIPOCHI:

— A BB UX He MOKyIlaeTe?



Benp Banb-mady ObIT €IMHCTBEHHEIM JIEKapeM B IepeBHE, eCJIH YOACTCS MPOoaaTh 3[eCh, He MPUOETCS
UOTH B TOPO]I.

Ho ToT cpa3y 3amMaxas pykamu:

— Ox, 9T0 Befb IIEHHBI MaTepuall, fa ¥ CTOUT He[ELIeBO, MHE TaKue BEeIIX He 0 KapMaHy! 3aTo
MOT'y IIOfICKa3aTh: B rOpofe eCcTh «LIgHbII3MHbTAH», TaM Bpau JIu - 4eJI0BeK MOPAA0YHbIN. TBOU
CBEKOp IIpU KMU3HU KakK pa3 Ty[a TpaBhl caaBan. OTHECEIb, IOTyYHUIIb XOPOIIYIO IIeHY!

C 3TUMM CJI0BaMU OH faxKe MPUKUHYJ BEC KOPHEH, TPUILYPUBIIKCD:

— XM, xopo1asi TSHbMa, TyT O0Jblle I3uHA OyaeT. B ropope 3a Takoe Kak MUHUMYM COTHIO-APYTYIO
B9Hb BHIPYYUIIIb.

JTio T'yroit o6pamoBascs. KoHeyHO, B TeX poMaHaX, YTO OH YUTAJI, FePOU BHIKAIIRIBAJIM XKEHbIIEeHb UITH
JIMHYZKY ¥ ITPOJaBaIi UX 3a OeCSTKHU, a TO U COTHH JIsiH cepeOpa! Ho u mBeCcTu B3HL €0 BIIOJIHE
yCTpauBay, Beob HaEMHBEIY pabOTHHUK B TOpofe 3a fleHb 3apadaThiBaeT BCETO IBaALlaTh-TPUAIATh
B9Hb.

JIto T'y1o#, HeCs 3a CIIMHOU KOP3UHY U [epXKa B PyKax dallly C JIeKapCTBOM, PafOCTHO BEPHYJICS
nomou. Eme He ycmeB BOMTH BO ABOP, OH ycibllal, Kak Llyit JlanbdaH BOpUYHUT:

— A, Hy KaK Xe THl TaK HEOCTOPOXKHO UOEIb! BEICTPO B 1OM, fail MaTepu TOCMOTPETh, He PACIIyXJIo
m?

JTio T'yio¥t Bomi€én, nepenan nekapctso Llyit JlanbdhaH u yBuOes, Kak OHa IofaepxKuBaeT LIuHb
BaubOaHb, yBOAS €€ B KOMHATY, BUAUMO, Ma3aTh HOTY.

[Iepen yxomoM OHa CKa3asa:

— VKuH yXe rOTOB, BH [IBOE TI0OKa HAKPOWTe Ha CToJ, 1 banbb6aHbh HaMaxXy U BHIHIY!

JTro ['yro# MOCNTYLTHO TIOIIEN Ha KYXHIO ¥ YBUEJ, YTO B KOTJIE BapSTCS KOMOYKH TECTA C COJIEHBSIMHU:
rpy0ast MyKa, TECTO PBaHOE, C KEJITOBATEIM OTTEHKOM, B OyJIbOHE €Il€ TOMUIUCH KPYITHO
Hape3aHHbIE KyCKU KapTodess. Bcé 3To ObIJI0 CBAPEHO C CONEHOM OCTPOM 3aKyCKOM U IIPUIIPABIIEHO
COJIBIO - 3aIlaX, KakK HU CTPAHHO, 0Ka3aJICsl NOBOJIBHO allleTUTHHIM.

OH OTKPBII CKPUIYyYUH IMKa(GUUK, TOCTaI YeTEIpe OOIBIINE YAITKY, PA3JIUII 10 HUM T'yCTYIO
ox/1EOKY, U, 00epHYBLIUCE, yBUeN, 4To LIunb 2KyHIIIN y2Ke IPOTEP CTOJ, faXkKe IIPUTOTOBUI [JIs
MaTepH JIEKaPCTBO U TEMepPh MOJIYa CTABUT IIOCYAy Ha CTOI.

Korpga Bcé 6v1710 paccTaBieno, Lyit JlanbgaH npuBena Lludb baHb0aHb, ¥ BCSI CEMbS CeJla 3a YKUH.



[Tocne emsl Lly# Jlaubgan nmo3Bana JIto I'yiost B KoMHaTy. OH BOIIEN, BCE €€ HUYETro He MIOHUMAs, U
10 IOPOTe AyMaJl: YTO 9TO 3HAYUT? O 4EM TaKOM HYKHO TOBOPUTH TaukoM? HeyxXenu OHa MOHSNA,
YTO 51 HE HAaCTOSAIIUMI?

«He MoxKeT OBITE... la HET, HEe MOXKeT. JTa HauBHasg foOpas MaTyIIKa Beb He HACTOJIBKO
IIpOHUIaTEIbHA ! »

Lly# JlanbdaH He cpa3y 3aroBopuia U, KaXeTcs, faxe He 3aMeTH/Ia PaCTEPSIHHOTO BEIpaXkeHUs Ha
nutie JTio I'yios. OHa mocTana co gHa mKada moxKeTeBIIni THCT OyMaru ¥ IPOTSIHya eMy.

I'nsans Ha e€ MATKOe, JoOpoxkenaTenbHoe nuilo, Jto ['yiol mogaBusl COMHEHUSI, HaTSHYJ IPUBEIYHYIO
yNBIOKY ¥ pa3BepHYII TUCT. B camoM Hadase OBIJI0 BRIBEJEHO TPU KPYIIHBIX Ueporiauda - «IIUChMO 0
pasBope».

[TCchMEHHOCTh OPEBHSS, HO YATATh OH MOT 6€3 0c060T0 TpyHaa: 3TO AeHCTBUTENHHO OBLIIO MUCHMO,
ocBoboxkpatoliee cynpyra oT 6padHbix y3. CMBICII €70 CBOAUIICS K TOMY, YTO MEXIY MyXKeM U
CYIIPyTOM HET YYBCTB, II03TOMY IIOCJIEIHUY IIOIy4aeT CBOOOMY ¥ MOXKET BHOBb BCTYIATh B Opak 1o
CBOEMY JKeJIaHHUIO.

Oro... KT0 3T0 TyT cobupaetcs 3amyx? Kto?! Kto, 4épT Bo3pMU?!

JTio T'yioio cTaso yxe He [0 YIHIOO0K.

Lyt Jlaub(aH IOTSHYJIA €r0 CeCTh Ha KPOBaTh, IOXJIONAaIa II0 PYKe U, TAXKeJ0 B3[bIxas, Hadaa
TOBOPUTD C UCKPEHHEN 3a60TOM:

— CHIHOK... 9X...

— Marthb 3HaeT, YTO THI XOPOIIUY PeOEHOK... 3X... HO BCE XKe... 9X...

JTio T'ymou: ...

XOpOIINK-TO XOPOLIKH, HO MOXKHO HE KUCII0Ib30BaTh «3X» KakK 3alsATyi0?
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