— Oy 'y, yero croutib? IToactaBb nopacTaBkKy! — JIu YKao mOmpaBui OfEXKAY U IETKO CIIPLITHYII C
KapeThl, HAIIPaBJISSICh MPSIMO K yry cTeHbl. O0epHYBIINCH, OH HETEPIIeINBO OKJIMKHYII CIIYTY, BCE
eIIe 0 YEM-TO IIETITABIIETOCS C BO3HULIEH.

— Ara, yxe 6ery! — oTknuknyncsa Oy ['yit 1 3aceMeHNN K HeMy. TOJIBKO YTO OH BeJiesl BO3HUIE
OTOTHATh IKUIIaX K ONnuKaulleMy IIePEeKPECTKY U MO0XKAATh TaM. [1yCTh ero roCcliofuH U He
0eCIIOKOUTCS 0 pelyTaluy, HO KakK OyqyInuil IJIaBHBIY YIIPaBIAOMIUN OH 00513aH fyMaTh 00 9TOM.

CraBs Ha 3eMJII0 CIIelIMaIbHO U3TOTOBIIEHHYIO JepeBAHHYI0 ToacTasky, @y ['yii ¢ ynoBonsCcTBHEM
nyMmai: «[la, s1 6e3 COMHEHUSI CaMblii IpefaHHbIM 1 cCO0Opa3uTENbHbIM YIIPABIISIONINI BO BCEl
cronune!»

— Baire BbICOYECTBO, MPOIITY, — CKa3asl OH, aKKypaTHO YCTAHOBUB IIOJICTABKY Y CTEHHI U TJIAMS Ha
cruny JIu YKao, roToBsIIErocs B300paThes. B cepplle meBebHyIach IETKas HOCTAIbTHS: PaHbIIIe,
KOTZIa €r0 TOCIOAWH OBIJT MaJIeHbKUM, ITPUXOIUIIOCH CKIIAIBIBATh JBE-TPH TOJICTHIE MOCKHU, YTOOBI TOT
XOTsI OBI JOTSIHYJICS IO BepXa CTEHH. A Temephb XBaTaeT ¥ OgHOM. Kak GLICTPO IETUT BpeMs...

— Kax 06bI4HO: S IepBHIM, TH 3@ MHOM, — IIpou3Hec JIu YKao, MPOBEPUI yCTOUUUBOCTD MOACTABKU U
OIOHUM JIETKUM IIPBIKKOM YXBATHUIICS 3@ Kpa¥ CTeHbl. CUITBHBIMY [IBUKEHUSIMU PYK U KOPIIyCa OH
JIOBKO 3a0paJjics HaBepXx H, YCEBIIKUCh BEPXOM Ha CTeHe, COOpasiCs yxKe CIPHITUBATh BHYTPh ABOPA —
KaK BOPYT ero B3TJISA[ CKOJIb3HYII 110 BHYTPEHHEMY IBOPHUKY.

Tam, mog HaBecoM ranepeu, cTosn MuH Yxk3Hb. OH CMOTpEJI B CTOPOHY CTEHHI, IIOTPYKEHHBIN B CBOU
MBICIIH.

B3arnsp ero Ovl1 yeTpeMI€H mpssMo Ha JIu Ykao, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBaJIaCh KaKasi-TO TSIKECThb, IOUTH
BPaxkaeOHOCTh — COBCEM He TO MSTKOe, TEIJIOEe BEIPaXKeHue, K KOTOPOMY IMPHUBHIK JIu Yxkao.
ToT Ha Mur 3amep, HegoyMeBas: «UTo cimyuniock? Pa3Be s 4eM-To ero o0umen?»

OH nuxXopagoyHOo Haydas mepebupaTh B MaMSTH IOCJIEOHNE BCTPEYH — HO BCE OBIJIO KaK 0OBIYHO,
paccTanuch 0e3 TeHU HeOOBOILCTBA. «JIagHO, — peIusI OH, — TJIYIO rajaTh Ha cTeHe. JIyulme
CIIYIIYCh U CIIPOIIY HAIPSMYIO».

— MuH YXk3Hb! — KPUKHYJI OH, MaXHyB PYKOU U IIpepBaB Pa3MBILIUIEHUS ApyTa. 3aTeM JIOBKO
IIePEBEPHYJICS U MATKO IPU3EMJIUIICS BO IBOpE, CTPAXUBAs IIbUIb C JIafOHEeM.

Ero poct no-mpexHeMy OblT 4yTh HUXKe pocTa MuH YK3HS, HO Telephb OH JIETKO Iepesie3al yepes
3Ty CTeHy 0e3 BCSIKOM IOLCTaBKHU.

— Baiiie BbICO4YECTBO, — HpOI/I3HéC Mun YXK5Hb, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO CeHMYac 3aMETHUB eT0 IOSBIIEHHE.

Ero B3r/sig CHOBA CTall IIPEXKHUM — TEIJIBIM, CIIOKOMHEBIM, C JIETKOU YIBIOKOM, OT KOTOPOii OyaTO OBI
BeCHa HacTymana. Ka3anoch, 4YTO MpayHbIH B3TJISA] C Tajepeu ObLI JTUITh 00MaHOM 3PEeHHUS,



BBEI3BAHHBEIM PACCTOSAHUEM U CBETOM.

— Trl 0TKyAa 3Has, 4To 4 npupy? M mouemy xpajn UMeHHO 31ech? — crnpocul Jlu Yxao, mogxons
O7vKe ¥ BHUMAaTeNIbHO M3ydas U0 Apyra. Bcé Ovl10 Kak Bcerfa: CIIoKoiHoe, 6aropogHoe, 6e3
eIMHOT0 HaMEéKa Ha pa3fgpaxKeHue.

«3HAYUT, IEUCTBUTEIILHO TI0KA3aI0Ch», — 00JIETYEHHO MTOJYMaJl OH ¥ OTOPOCHUI TPEBOKHEIE
COMHEHHUSI.

— IIpocTo moramancsi, — oTBeTHI MuH YK3Hb U TOBEPHYJICS, UTOOBI UATH BIIEPEL.

— Xa-xa! Tak MBI ¢ TOOOM ¥ BIIpaBAy Ha OOHOM BoJIHe! — paflocTHO BOCKIUKHYT JIu YxkKao, maras
PSAIOM U JIETKUM TOJIYKOM JIOKTS TIOAPa3HUII APyTa.

— «Ha ogHOU BONIHE»... — MOBTOPUJI MUH YXK9Hb.

Ero mar 3amenmuincs. OH pe3ko o6epHyIcs K JIu Yxkao, u B ero ria3ax MeJbKHyNIa TeHb — ITyboKas,
HeyJI0BUMas, CJIOBHO ITI0]] IIOBEPXHOCTHIO OYPIIUIN HEBbICKa3aHHEIE YYBCTBA.

— A YKao, — cKa3aj OH CepPhE3HO, — 3TO BhHIPaXKeHUe HeJb3sl yIoTpebsaTs mpocTo Tak. OHO
OTIMCHIBAET 0CO0YIO CBSI3b MeXkAy BIoOMEHHEIMU. HaM ¢ To00i 0HO He ITOIXONUT.

B romnoce IIpO3By4ajla HaHpﬂ}KéHHOCTb. JIu YKao cHayaa OIeIlInsI, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTh.

[ToToM nuIIb pa3BEN PyKaMu ¥ CMYILIEHHO TPOOOPMOTAIT:

— IMousin, yuutens MuH. B cnenyromuii pa3 Oyay 0CTOpOXKHee.

VHOrzma OH HEBOJIBHO UCIIOIH30BaJl 000POTH U3 IIPOLUION KU3HY, THe 3HaueHNe CJI0B ObLI0 LINpe.
Hampumep, «Ha OmHOM BOJTHE» MOTJIO 03HAYATh U OPYKECKYI0, ¥ TPoheCCUOHAMbHYI0 rapMoHuio. Ho
B 3TOM Mupe (pas3a MoYTH BCErfia aCCOLUUHUPOBaNach C POMaHTUYECKUMU OTHOILIEHUSIMU — U OH
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 HECTIPABEJIUBO OCYXKAEHHBIM.

MuH YXK3Hb, YCIIbIIIaB 3TOT PacCesIHHBIM, TouTH 0€33a00THEIN TOH, HAXMYPHUJICS — PEOKUM 7T HETO
BCIIJIECK 9MOIIUH.

— THI BCerpa Takou... — TUXO0 HayaJl OH, HO OCEKCS Ha MOJTyCJIOBE.

Borneie He ragosa Ha JIu Yxkao, oH YCKODPHUIJI IIal' 1 HAIIPAaBUJICA K CBOEMY OBOPHUKY, OCTABUB OPYyTa
Imo3agu.



JIn Yxao cpa3y noHsn: «Bce, oH peanbHO 3071!»

OH mocmemusI 3a HAM, IBITasCh OIPaBHaThCS, XOTh ¥ CaM He [I0 KOHIIa ITIOHKMAJ, 3a YTO KMEHHO
IIOJTyYMJI BEITOBOD.

— ¢ xoTen ckasaTh, YTO TH yTafial — s IPUIIET UMEHHO K Tebe! ITo XKe Ta camas UHTYUTUBHAS
CBsI3b MeXAy Apy3bsamu! i, Mun UxksHb, nogoxau! 4 3a To60 He nocreBaro!

Korpa oHM TONBKO ITO3HAKOMUNUCE, JIn YxKao cuutan MuH YK5HS 4ype3MepHO 3PesbiM U
coepkKaHHBIM PeOEHKOM — HEBO3MYTHUMBIM, VYTHUBEIM, Oy[ITO B3POCILIM B Telle Manbyuka. Ho co
BpPEMEeHEM OH y3HaJl IPYI'yI0 CTOPOHY 3TOr0 UeJioBeKa: YIPSIMYI0, HEMHOI'O KallpU3HYIO U 04YeHb
MUJIYIO.

Hampumep, korga MuH YXK9Hb 31UICSI, OH IIepecTaBajl pa3roBapuBaTh U HaUKWHAJ UOTH OLICTPEe.
Opnaxnbl JIn Ykao maxke yKa3al eMy Ha 3Ty MIPUBLIYKY, HO TOT YIIPSIMO 3asBUJI, YTO TAaKOTO HE
menaeT. Bo3aM0XHO, OH U ITpaBaa He 3amMedart 3a Co00i.

Ceiiuac, BUAs, 4TO 00BSCHEHUS He TIOMOraioT, @ MuH YK9Hb YIIOPHO MOJTYUT U YCKOpseT miar, JIu
ka0 pemuTeTbHO 000THAI €ro, BCTAll MEPeN HUM U, BRITSIHYB TPH Iajiblla, TeaTPalbHO ITOMaxXal
UMY y HETO Iepefn HOCOM:

— Knanycs! Bosbile HuKOrfa He OyQy UCIIOIB30BaTh 3TO BeIpaxkeHue! YecTHO-4eCTHO!

Mun YK9Hb HAKOHEI] OCTaHOBUWICS. B3rsiHyB Ha Apyra, KOTOPHIM pafii HET0 KOPYUT POKUILILL U
CTapaeTcsl yTOOUTh, OH Ha MUT 3afepzKaJ B IJla3aX CI0KHOe, HEBEIPAa3UMO€e YyBCTBO — HO 3aTeM
JIVIIBb ONYCTHUJI BEKU U TUXO B3NOXHYIL.

OH MOJHSN PYKY U MATKO OIYCTHUJ BHITSHYTHIE NasbIE JIu YKao.

— JlagHo, A Yxkao. 1 caMm meperHys manky, OblJT HecipaBeaiuB. He CTOUT TaK BOJTHOBATHCS.
[TpocTo... — 0H cpenaj nay3y ¥ MOCMOTPeJ IIPSIMO B IJ1a3a ApyTy, — JIy4llle He yIoTpeOsi 3To
CJIOBO ITPU ITOCTOPOHHUX.

— Xopotiro, 3anoMH0, — KuBHYN JIu YkKao 6e3 Bo3paxkeHui. — Bobllle He CKaxy.

— He Hapo OBITh TAKMM KaTETOPUYHBIM, — YIBIOHYICS MUH YK9Hb, U B €70 I'0JI0CE IIPO3ByYasa
HeoXHuaHHas rTy0uHa. — A BOPYT OOHAXKIHI BCTPETHUIID TOTO CaMOT0 YeJioBeKa?

— BoT KOorpa 3ToT «BApPYr» HaCTaHET — TOrAa U IIOr0BOPUM, — I0XKaul Iteyamu Jlu Yxkao, He
IpuAaBasi 9TOMy OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHUS.

OH yKasaJl Ha TyCKJIblii HeOOCBOL:



— T#HI Xe TOMHUIIIb, YTO TaM CKa3aHO? MHe CyXKaeHO 0CTaThCs ONMHOKUM Ha BCIO XKU3Hb. MOXKET,
MO€EH «MCTUHHOM BO3JI00JIEHHOM» BOOOIIE He CYIIEeCTBYET. 3HAUUT, KPOME CETONHSIIHETO CIydasi, ¥
MeHs 1 He OyneT 1oBofa yIoTpeOuTh 3TO CI0BO.

On TOBOPHUII JIETKO, HO B ITOCIIeAHEM CJIOBE ITPO3BYy4Yalid €0Ba YIIOBUMaAA I'PyCTh.

Kak pas B 9TOT MOMEHT OHH IOMOIIIH K ABOPUKY MuH UxkaHs. JIu UxkKao, maBHO 31ech ObIBaBIni, 6€3
CTEeCHEHHUS OTKPHUI KAJIUTKY, IPOIIEN B KaOUHET U YCTPOUJICS Ha CBOEM JIIOOMMOM MATKOM Jjioxke. OH
B34JI KHUTY, OCTaBJIEHHYIO 3[1€Ch B IIPOIJILIM Pa3, U paclaxHysl pe3HOe OKHO PSIOoM.

3a OKHOM He AYJI XOJIOMHBIN BeTep — JIUIIb TEIJIBIN COTHEYHbIH CBET KOCHIMU JTyYaMu IIPOHUKAT
BHYTPb, CO3MIaBasl UieaabHyl0 aTMOCePY s UTEHHUS.

— O? «McTtuHHas Bo3mM00neHHas»? — MuH YK3Hb 3aJyMUNBO TIOCMOTPET Ha Hero U, Habyomas, Kak
TOT YCTPauBaeTCs C KHUTOM, C IETKOM UPOHUEN cripocun: — Takasi, Kak Mant OoHHSHB?

JIu Yxkao xyonuyn cebs no 10y, HaKPHLUI JIULI0 KHUTOU U PYXHYJI Ha CIIUHY, yTOIas B IOAYIIKax.
['onoc ero HOHOCHUIICS TJIyX0 U3-TIOf CTPAHUIL:

— Jla 6pock THI MeHS Apa3HuTh! TH 2Ke caM 3Haellb, YTO Te «HeOeCHBIe [IeBbI» HAarOBOPUIIM BCSIKOTO!
YT0 KacaeTcs rocygapCTBeHHBIX eJl — MOXKHO BEPUTh Ha CEMb-BOCEMb AeCATHX. Ho BCE, 4TO mpo
m060Bb — HHU Ha HOTY!

— Pa3Be He Tak ke Ob110 ¢ [Tan FOHeM? OH caM MOTOM BCE ompoBepr! Bcé 3T0 — TOMBICITEL
TIOTOMKOB, IPUAYMaHHBIE DAy 3PETUIIHOCTA. HU B KOeM ciiydae He Bepb!

Mun YK9Hb CeJ PSIIOM 1, He TOBOPS HU CITOBa, HAKUHYI Ha HETo JIErkoe ofesino. Ero romoc cran
onuxe:

— He coBcem omHO 1 TO Xke. Jleno ITar FOHs — MBI ¢ TOOOM OBITM B CTOBOpE.

— A BoT M3t ®anHsIHL — Apyroe mesno. Kak cka3zaHo Ha HEOOCKIIOHE: TH Pafy HE€ HapYIIUIIb
IpeBHUE YCTOU U cHesaellb OecrpelneieHTHOe UCKIoueHrne. A UYxkao, KaK Tl 3TO 00BSICHUIIL? A
€CJIA 9TO AEUCTBUTEIILHO OYIYLIUN ThI?

— Jla XBaTUT yKe 3TUX «BOPYIr»! — BOCKIUKHY JIu YKao, pe3Ko CHUMas KHUTY C JIULa — U
BHE3aIlHO 0Ka3aJjcs coBceM Onu3ko K Mun YxkaHIO.

OH He 3aMeTHJI, KaK TOT IIOLOIIEN TaK OIM3KO...

Crepxy HaBucino nuuo Mun Yxaus. U3-3a pakypca JIu Ykao mo4yBCTBOBa cebsi eIle€ HUkKe POCTOM.
Témnnoe gpIxaHUEe IEPENIeTanoch B BO3OyXe, ¥ OH HEJIOBKO OTBEJI B3TJISAM, MATKO OTTONIKHYI Opyra U



Cell.

— Heyxenu TH fyMaellb, 4To Oyayminii s BIPYT BAIOOUTCS C TEPBOTO B3Tsiga?! — ¢ 00MOON CIIPOCHIT
OH. — MHI JKe CTOJIBKO JIeT 3HaKOMHbI! Pa3Be s IIOX0K Ha TAaKOr'o 4ejloBeKa?

YBupes, uTo MuH YK3Hb COXPaHsAEeT CKEIITUYECKOE BEIPA2KEHHNE, OH JIO6aBI/IJ'[:

— ITaxe ecnu 3T0 ¥ OyOyIIui 1 — HaBEpPHSIKa OH OIL[EHUJI UMEHHO €€ TanaHT! MHe BCE paBHO —
MyXK4WHa UK XKeHIMHa, KPaCUBLIY UITK YPOAJIUBHIN. ['TaBHOEe — crocobHocTH! [TycTh paboTaioT Ha
6maro rocymapcTsa!

OH Bcé 00JbIlIe BOOAYIIEBISAICS, TIa3a TOPEen:

— Ila v BooO111e, pa3Be CIIpaBeIuBO, YTO TOIBKO MyKYMHAM IT03BOJIEHO YUTATh KIIACCUKK U CHABaTh
sk3aMeHbI? KTO cKasas, 4To cpenu XKeHIIMH HeT TalaHT/IUBLIX yIIpaBieHes? [Io-MoeMy, Hamm
IIPEeKYU 3alPETUIIU 3TO JIUIIb IOTOMY, YTO OOSNIUCh IOTEPSITh BIACTS!

— Bcnomuu nmnepatpuiyy Jlio# LI3u — oHa BMecTe ¢ ['ao13y ocHOBEIBaia AuHacTUio XaHus! Ee
TIOJIUTUYECKOE BNIUSIHUE OBIIIO HACTOJILKO BeNIMKO, YTO ChiMa LIsiHb BEIIEINII €l OTHeNIbHYIO I'JIaBy B
«HcToprueckux 3anuckax»! 3HaUYUT, MBI HOIKHEL OBITh OTKPBITHIMU: TIPOUCXO0XKIEHNE — He TJIaBHOeE.
K10 MmoxeT — TOMy ¥ MecCTO!

— Tei ipaB, A Ykao. TBoU B3T/ISIOL IPOHUIIATENIBHE], — OOOOPUTENbHO KUBHYTT MUH YXK3Hb.

— B ucropuu u BIpaBOy HeMaJso BRIAAIOMIUXCS XKeHIIUH. Ho HEIHe MUD JaBHO YCTAHOBHUJICS, TIOPSHAOK
yKpertieH. Jlio0oe n3MeHeHNe B YIIpaBlIeHUU BHI30BET IIEMHYI0 peakiuio. 37lech, CO MHOM, TaKue pedu
pmonyctuMbl. Ho Ha miopsix Oyb OCTOPOKHEE.

OH Ha MUT 3aMoJT4aJl, IS Ha FopsIIue I'a3a Apyra, U TUX0 4o0aBuII:

— He06oCKITOH 1 BIIpaBAy IIpefiBeniaeT KeHIWHAM IyTh B ypasnenue. Ho ecnu ceiiuac, 6e3
MOJIZKHOM MOATOTOBKY, HAYaTh HAaCaXK/aTh 9TO — MOC/IeOyeT 00paTHHIN yHap.

JIu YKao yCMeXHYJICS, U B €T0 I'jla3aX 3aCBETUIIACh YBEPEHHOCTh:

— 4 u cam 3Ha0: OJHOTO YKyCa He COejiaTh CJIOHA.

OH 4yTh IPUIOHSI IT0A00POIOK:

— ThI 2Ke MeHs 3Haellb — S He U3 TeX, KTO JIOMUTCS B OBePhb. byeM ABUTaThCS IIOCTENIEHHO, IIar 3a
maroM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB... ¥ HaC BIIEpeH elllé TaK MHOT'O0 BPEMEHHU.



— «...H€ U3 TeX, KTO JIOMUTCA B BEPL. BYI[GM OBUTAaThCA IMOCTEIIEHHO... Y HaC BIIepegn eI.T.Ié TaK
MHOTI'O BpEMEHH...» — THUXO0 IIOBTOPHUII MuH YXK5Hb, IIPUCTAJIBHO IO Ha HETO.

B l"J'Iy'6I/IHe €r0 I'/la3 MEJIbBKHYJI OTCBET 4Yero-To TEIJIOTO U COKPOBEHHOTO. OH He CIemun 0TBEYarTh,
ITO3BOJIsAA 3TUM CJIOBAM 3BY4YaATh B THUIIHNHE KaGI/IHeTa, BIIMTHIBAsI UX CMEICII.

— Jla, — HaKOHeI] TPOU3HEC OH MATKO, — He HYy2KHO CITEIINUTE.

Y Hac ¢ Tob6oi, A Uxkao, emé oueHb Jonroe OymyIee.
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