— Bamre BricouecTBo, Ha yulle X0IOAHO. BEl y2Ke OUYTH mojiyaca TyisieTe — JaBaiiTe BEPHEMCS, —
tuxo nonpocun Oy I'yit, momnpasnsis BOPOTHHUK.

JIn YKao, yKyTaHHBIHM B ajIblil JIMCU TIJIAlll, HETOPOILIMBO OPOIUII TI0f IIPOXJIaHBIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM:

— @y T'yii, crbIxas U TH MyApoe uspedyernue? «IIpodauch mocie efbl — OOXKUBELID [0 AEBSIHOCTA
IEeBSITU».

OH mopHsAJ r1a3a K MOJHOM JIyHe ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKYIO TPYCTh. B MPOIION XKU3HU Y HETO He OBII0
HU OTIIa, HU MaTepy, HO OBIIM HECKOIBKO O/IM3KUX Opy3ei. MHTepeCcHO, KaK OHU BOCIIPUHSIJIU BECTH O
€ro «CMepTu»?

— Bame BricouecTBo... — @y ['yit moMensius, MOTOM BCE ke TpobopMoTan: — Eciu 6bl 3TO CPefiCTBO
TaK JIeHCTBOBAJIO, BHI paHblle mociie obefa cpa3y JIOKUIUCH B raMak... Hey»Kenu Bel TOJTBKO YTO CaMu
9TO mpupgymanu?

— 91! — JIu Ykao HApOYUTO HaXMYPUJICS, XOTS B I'Jla3ax IIJIsICak BECENble HCKOPKU. — ThHI Telephb
CMeelllb COMHEBAThLCS B CJI0BaX CBOETO IOCIOANHA?

— IIpoctuTe, Bamme BricogectBo! ITpocTo 6010Ch, KaK OBl BHI HE TPOCTYOHUIHCE.

— JlagHo, orinéM B maBunboH Tun CyH. Takas mpekpacHas TyHa — a He CBAPUTh BUHA y KapOBHU?
970 OBIII0 OB IPECTYIITIEHUEM IIPOTUB CaMOU 033U u!

OH 3acyHyN PyKY B pyKaBa U coOpaJsics UATH, HO BOPYT OCTAHOBUJICS U 00ePHYJICS:

— Kcratu, Mun YX3Hb yCTPOWIM Kak clienyeT?

— Koneuno, Bamre BricouecTBo! Bc€ coenaHo 1o BallleMy pacHIopsizKeHUI0. 3anafHbIi TaBUJIbOH
ocTaBJieH 0e3 u3MeHeHuM: 671arOBOHUS — Te CaMble, COCHOBHIE, KOTOPHIE JTIOOUT MUH-TOCIIOOUH;
ofexma — HOBasl, CIIMTA B MIPOIIJIOM MeCsIe. YBepeH, BaM ITOHPaBUTC!

— YTO0 3HAUUT «MHE NOHPaBUTCA»? — yimu JIu UYxkao cierka nokpacHenu. OH KauuisgsHyi. — ['1aBHoe,
yT0OB MUH Y2K9Hb 4yBCTBOBaJI ce6s BO IBOPIlE KaK AoMa.

(XOTﬂ... OH JeMCTBUTENIPHO HEMHOTI'O MedTaJll 0geTh MuH YKoHS B 0COOEHHO HU3AITHBIE HapHJIBI.)
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B 9T0 BpeMs B 3amafiHOM Kphljie ABopIia baliiny MATKuM CBET CBeuel ocBelan KOMHATY. CIbIIanoch
JIUIIb TUXOE IIypIlaHue NepeuCThIBaeMEIX CTPaHuLl. MuH UXK3Hb CULIeNl Ha MSATKOM JIOXKe, IepxkKa B



PYKaX CBUTOK, HO B3I'JisA TO X JEJI0 YCTPEMIIAJICA B CTOPOHY I'JIaBHOT'O IIaBHUJILOHA.

®su K0aHb, 3aMETHUB, YTO €Tr0 IOCIOAWH YHUTAET BABOE Me[JieHHee 00BIYHOI0, HE BEIIEPIKAIT:

— l'ocnioguH, BHI BOJIHyeTeCh 3a Ero BricouecTBo? MoxerT, CX0XKY Y3HATh, 9YTO TaM HpOI/ICXOJII/IT?

MuH YK3Hb 4yTh OIYCTUJI PECHULIBL:

— Wpu. Ho Bemu cebst eCTECTBEHHO — He BBIKA3bIBall TPEBOTH.

— Cnyumarocs.

Bckope ®an FOaHb BepHYIICS:

— l'ociopguiH, B rimaBHOM NaBUJIbOHE CKa3anu, 4yTo Ero BeicouecTBo otnpasusncs B Tun CyH —
co0upaeTcs BapUTh BUHO y XKapOBHHU.

[Tanpupbl MuH YK9HS 3aMepiiy Ha CBUTKe. OH aKKypaTHO OTJIOKUJI €r0 B CTOPOHY, BCTAl U
HaIPaBHUJICA K BRIXOMy. B yronkax 6poBeil MeIbKHYIa €[IBa yI0BUMas ocafa.

— Tl'ocnopus, mogoxpute! ITnarmg! Brl emé He Hagenu miamg! — @31 F0aHb IOCIEINI 3a HUM C
OIeXIOoMu.

MwuH YK3Hb OCTAaHOBUJICS, He 000pPayYUBasICh:

— Bo3bMu cepeGprcTo-CephIi.

— Xopomo!
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B naBunbone Tun CyH JIu Yxkao nexkan B raMake, fiepxka B pyke 60Kas TEMIOT0 GPYKTOBOTO BUHA.
Tpeck opoB B XKapoBHE U IOJIHAA JIyHa Haf T'OJI0BOU BBI3EIBA/IM MeJIaHXOJU: «['Nsad Ha IyHY,
CKOPOHIIIH O IPOIIIOM... [[peBHME He nranu. TONbKO Temeps s caM CTasl ,IPEBHUM“».

B 5TOT MOMEHT CKBO3b JIyHHBIY CBET K HEMY Me[JIeHHO Npubnuxkanack 3HakoMas ¢urypa. Korga tot

nopoéen 6nuxe, riasa JIu YKao HEBOJIBHO 03apPUNIUCh YABIOKOM. MUH YK3HE OB B AJTUHHON
TYHHKE IIBETA BECEHHEU BOMHBI, IOBEPX — CepeOpHuCTO-CePHIH IIIalll, II0 KPal BOPOTHUKA — TOHKAS
0JI0CKa 0eJT0CHEeKHOr0 MIéNKa. Bes ero ¢purypa HamoMuHama CBexXYI0 3eJIeHb, TPOOHUBAIOIIYIOCS
CKBO3b 3UMHIOIO CTYXKY: ITPOXJIAAHYI0, YUCTYIO ¥ KHUBYIO.



«Mot BKyC, Kak Bcerpa, 6e3ymnpedeH», — MBICJIEHHO ofo0pun JIu Yxkao.

— BapuTb BUHO Yy KapOBHH II0[] IYHOM — 3aHsATHe Mg Ayiu. Ho Kak MOXKHO HaclaXKaaThCsd TaKUM
yIOBOJIbCTBUEM B OlMHOYECTBE, Pyii-BaHb? — MuH UYK9Hb OCTAHOBUIICS Iepel] HUM, BHUMATEIbHO
OTJISIAEB JIUIIO ApPyTa. YOEeOUBIIKUCH, YTO TOT B MIOPSIAKE, ¥ YIIOBUB B BO3AYyXE CIIAAKOBATHIM apoMar
BMHA, OH YyTh Pacciabui HanpsKEHHEIE TYObl ¥ CEl PSIOM.

JIn Y>Kao HUYEro He OTBETHJI, JINIIb HANIUIT eMy OOoKal:

— Tompo6y#i. HoBoe BUHO U3 CBEXKUX IIJIONOB — COBCEM He KPEIKOe.

Emy OBI7I0 U TeIIo, ¥ HEMHOTO TPYCTHO. JTH JIIoAH, 0ocobeHHO MuH YK9Hb, HECMOTPS Ha BCe
3aBepeHus B TOM, YTO OH [IaBHO 3[I0POB, IIPOM0IKaIX OTHOCUTLCS K HEMY C Upe3MepHOM 3a00TOH.
BObHO... HO IIPUSATHO.

Mun YK3HE cOesnasi IJI0TOK. BUHO OBIIIO0 MATKUM U CJIATKUM.

— ToyeMy BOPYT 3aX0TeJl MUTh TaKOe ClIafikoe BHHO? M3-3a... Ero BenuuecTBa? — TUXO CIIPOCHII OH.

JIm Ykao moMosyas, He OTphIBasd B3TJIAa OT JyHBL. HakoHel], MeJIeHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— §1 v IpaBMa CYMTAJ €T0 CBOUM OTIIOM. Ho mocye mosiBnenusi He6eCHOTO 9KpaHa... KOe-4To
U3MEHHUJIOCh. f MOHMMAI0: CTpaxka y BOPOT — He TIOPEMIIUKH, a 3alIUTHUKU. Y TOHUMAI0 ero
nuneMMmy. IMImepaTopckoe UCKYCCTBO — B PaBHOBECHH. A HEOECHHIH 3KpaH... IEPEBEPHYI BCIO IOCKY.

MuH YK3Hb TPOBEN MalblieM 110 Kpato 00Kaa:

— A YxKao0, «CBIH — CBHIHOM, OT€eIl — OTILIOM, FOCyapb — rocyfapeM, NOoAgaHHbBIA — MIOOOaHHbBIM» —
TaKOB IIOPSAOK C ApeBHUX BpeMeH. Ero BennuecTBo — U rocymapsh, 4 OTel. OTOT BHyTPEHHUN
KOH(IUKT — He TBOg BUHA. He CTOUT CIUIIKOM IepexuBaTh. [IpOCTO oCTynai Tak, Kak CUMTaellb
IpaBUIbHEIM. CJienyd CBOeMy CepaLy.

— JlaxXe ecnu 3TO CepAlle IPUYMHUT Bpex uHTepecaM apyrux? — JIu YKao noyTu npemyyBCcTBOBAI
OypH, KOoTOphle ero OyaylIre JeiCTBUS MOTYT BEI3BaTh. B3upasi Ha 3TOT MUP T'Jla3aMU YejoBeKa U3
Oynmy1ero, oH BUeN B HEM 0OJIbHOTO, U3HENEHHOT0 HelyTaMH.

T'omoc MuH YK3HS 0CTaBaJICS TUXUM, HO TBEPOBIM:

— Ecnu TBOE «cepple» — 9TO IPo3peHue, Cioco0HOe BUAETh 00JIe3HN BpEMEHU, U MUJIOCEPLLE,
cTpeMsimeecs cnactu ITonHe6ecHy!0, TOra faxxe BpeMeHHBIH yiep0 01 HEMHOTUX — 3TO He 3710, a
7eKapcTBO. YTOOH UCIETUTh THUJIb, HY2KHO BHIPEe3aTh €€ 00 KOPHS.



On nocMmoTpen Ha JIu YKao, ¥ ero B3T/sy ObLI YHCT, KaK POTHUK TIOI TYHOM:

— 41 Bepio He B ClIaBy «MMIIepaTopa ThICAYeIeTUsS». f Bepio B TBOE IepBOHaYa/IbHOE HaMepeHue, JIn
Yzkao. To, 94TO TH BUAMIIL KaK ITOPOK, — UMEHHO TO, UTO TpeOyeT pPemuTeaIbHOTO Tedennsi. Pa3 yx
yBUMEN — He JIEUUTh ObIJI0 OBl HACTOSLIUM IIpefaTeIbCTBOM [OTa.

OH omyCTHJI T7la3a Ha PYKU ApYyra ¥ MBICJIEHHO fo0aBuil: «KakuM Obl HU OBLI IYTh BIIepenu — S
noiay ¢ ToOoi. [IycTh UCTOPUS CYIUT HAaC BMECTe».

[Top nérkuM onbssHeHUEeM BrHaA JIu YxkKao cMoTpen Ha MuH YXK9HS ¥ C BOCXUILIEHUEM AyMa:
«MHOrIa MHE KaXeTCs, YTO Tl He MMPUHAJIEKHUIIL 3TOMY BpeMeHHU. Thl — U3 JalieKoro OyOyIero».
Ero ny4dmuy gpyr MBICIUII TaK IPOTPECCUBHO, YTO Ka3aJiCAd HaCTOSILIUM «BHEIIHUM MOAYJIEeM»!

— A? — MuH YXK3Hb HEJOYMEHHO MOPTHYJI, IIEKU €r0 CJIeTKa IOPO030BeNId — OH SIBHO HE YCIIeN 3a
9TUM CKAQ4YKOM MBEICJIH.

YBUpeB ero penkyo pacTepsaHHOCTh, JIn YxKao paccMesncs:

— Xa-xa! Huuero, gaBayi outh!

Ho croBa He ycrenu coiiTu ¢ Ty6, Kak MuH YK3Hb TUX0 «OyXHYJ» JI00M Ha CTOJI — IIPOCTO
OTKJTIOYUJICS.

JIu Ykao cCHayasa ONeIu, I0ToOM ycMexHyscsa. OH 3Hal, 4To MuH YXK3Hb «BbIpy0aeTcsi» OT OOHOTO

Ookasia, HO He 0XKH[aJl, YTO faxke TaKOe MATKOe BUHO €ro IOIKOCUT. 3aBTpa 00s13aTeIbHO TOCMEETCS
Hag HUM! XOT4... KaK Xe Torfga 00bsSCHUTH Ty SICHOCTh MBICNIY U ITyOUHY CyKIEeHHUH, YTO OH IPOSBUII
MUHYTY Ha3an? CTpaHHO...

— OsH OaHb, oTBenuTe Bauero rocrnoguia. Oy ['yi, momoru.

OH MeuTas npoBecTu ¢ MuH YK3HEM BCIO HOYb 3a BUHOM U Oecefioi... BuguMmo, B cnemyromuii pa3
IPUAETCS BapUTh HE BUHO, @ Yai!

Korpga nérkoe omnbsiHeHUE TIPOIIIIO, ITHU BO ABOpPIe Pyii-BaHs MOTEKIIM B KaXKyIEMCS CIIOKOWCTBUM. ..
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[Tonmecsna IIpoJIeTeJIn HE3aMETHO.

OpHaxabl yTPOM, BO BPEMS OUEPEOHOr0 YTPEHHEro coBeTa, — **BAX!**



3HAKOMEIN TPOXOT BHOBb PA30PBaJl YTPEHHIOW THUIIMHY CTOJIHUIHI!

[Tpo1io yXke MoaIMecsIia C TeX IIop, Kak B ITOCTEOHUN pa3 MOsSBUICS «HeOeCHBIN 3KpaH» — TaK
Ha3BaJIo 3TO gBJIeHNE ACTPOHOMMYECKOE BEIOMCTBO. 3a 3TO BpeMsI UMIIePaTOPCKUM IBOP IIPUIOXKUI
OTPOMHLIE YCUJIUS, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTH HAaPO[ U MTOaBUTh MOIBITKY MCII0Ih30BaTh «9KpaH» OJIs
co3maHus ceKT. BipoueM, OONBIIMHCTBO IPOCTHIX JII0fel He 0COOEHHO TPEBOXKUINCE: OyayIiee, O
KOTOPOM rOBOPHJIOCH Ha 3KpaHe, Ka3aJl0Ch UM CJIMIIKOM fanekuM. [71aBHOe — cerogHsAuHuM xeo.

Kpome Toro, GbIJT0 YCTAaHOBIIEHO, YTO 9KPAaH BUOEH 10 BCeH uMmepuu [alisH, HO TOJIBKO TeM, YbH
cepaua obpateHsl K [amsH. Brarogapss 3ToMy yaanoch BHISIBUTh ¥ YCTPAHUTH MHOXKECTBO
MHOCTPAHHEIX IIIITAOHOB, ¥ BECh ITOCTIeIHUIN MECSI] UMIIePAaTOPCKUH ABOP OBLI TOJTHOCTHIO IOTJIOIIEH
9THM [I€JIOM.

Tenepb Ke 3TOT I'POXOT BHOBE 3daCTaBUJI CAHOBHHUKOB B 34JI€ DO3HTAHD IMeperiIaHyThCH. B rnazax
YUTAJIUCE CTPaX, TPEBOIr'a U JaxKe MI000MBITCTBO. Bce moHMManu: 9KPaH CHOBa BMEIIAETCsA B XPYIIKOE
PaBHOBECHE, €[IBa BOCCTaHOBJIEHHOE IIOCJI€ IIPOIIJIOTO Pa3a.

Yro IIPOMCXOOHUJIO B AyIll€e CAHOBHUKOB, JIn YKka0, HAXOMUBIINKCS IO MOMAIITHUM dapecToM, He 3Hall.
[TocnegHue OHU OH IIPpOBOOXII B IIOJTHOM paCCHaGHeHI/II/I — KdK B OTIIYCK€: HE HaJO PAaHO BCTaBATh, HE
Haao BBICIIYIIMBATE HPABOY4YEHUA MUHHUCTPOB. 2Ku3Hbp — O7IHO YOOBOJIELCTBHE.

MuH YXK3Hb, IPHUIIEAIINA HaBECTHTh €TI0 B TOT NeHb, TOXKE 0KA3aJICS «3amepT» Bo aBopie. ObIeHue
C TAaKMM JOPYTOM [ejlajio OHU KyOoa HHTepecHee 00bIYHOr0, X0Ts JIu YKao ¥ 4yBCTBOBAJI JIETKYIO BUHY
mepe[ MpaBeIM KAHIJIEPOM.

Korpa pa3pancst 3HaKOMBIHM TPOXOT, OHK ¢ MuH YK9HEM IeperisiHy/INCh — U B TJla3ax 000ux
MeJIbKHYJIO IOHUMaHUe: OTIYCK, II0X0XKe, 3aKOHYUJICS.

Y TOYHO: KOMaHOUP CTPaXkK Y BOPOT MOIOXKUI:

— Bame BricouyectBo, Ero BenryecTBo moBeien HeMeOJIeHHO JOCTaBUTh BaC BO OBOpPeEL.

JIn Ykao Moim4a KUBHYI. PaHO UM MTO3MHO 3TO [OIKHO OBIIO CIIYYUTHCS.

— INanp MH yKe pacmpocTpaHusl HHPOpMaUuio 1o nnany. {4 moeny ¢ To6o# u 6ymy KaaTh y BOPOT
[IBOPIIA, — TYT XKe 3asgBul MuH YXK3Hb, U B €T0 T0o10ce He OBIII0 MeCTa BO3PakKeHUSIM.

— Xa-xa! — JIu Yzka0 HapOUUTO MOAIENT €T0, IEITAasCh Pa3psAdUTh 06CTaHOBKY. — MUH YK3HB, TH
4YTO, BOJIHyellbCcs 3a MeHs? He nepexusaii! Kto s Takou? bygyuinii uMiepaTop ThHICAYENIeTHS,
Casartout OcHoBaTens Jarau!

— XM, — MuH Yk9Hb OPOCHIT Ha HET0 XOJIOMHBIN B3TJIsIA. — TH Beb CaM 3HAEIIb: 3T0 —



— BepHno, — ynuiOHYynACS JIn YKao u, coenaB XKeCT U3 MPOIIION XKU3HU, TPUTIacuil: — MuH-
TOCIIOOVH, IIPOIIY.

Y BopoT yXKe XKpaana KapeTa. Belxoga U3 gBopla BIepBHe 3a nonMecdia, JIu YkKao IpUKPELT JIaf0HBI0
TJla3a OT COJIHIIA U, TJIAAS CKBO3b MAJILIE Ha He0O, THXO0 cKa3all:

— Bcé xe Ha Boje Hebo mwmpe. [IBOpeIl XOPOoIll, HO ITOJIMecsIla B YeTHIPEX CTeHaX — W HaYWHaellb
JIOCHUTHLCS OT CKYKH.

OHU cenu B KapeTy HAIPOTHUB APYT Apyra. BHyTpu yxKe cTosinu mobuMble Yyal u makoMcTBa JIu Yxkao.
OH B3sJ1 OIHY KOHPETY — U B Cepplie MOTEIIENO.

Korma kapeTa BeleXajla Ha UMIIEPATOPCKYIO IOPOTY, BHE3AIHO Pa3[alics CBUCT CTpPeIt!

Peaxius MuH Yxk3Hs Obllla MOJTHUEHOCHOM: OH pBaHynl JIu Uxkao ¢ cupgeHbs. [104TH 0OHHOBPEMEHHO
CHaApyX¥ pa3fajuch Kpuku: «3amuinainte Ero BeicouecTso!» — U 3BOH CTasu.

MuH YXK3Hb BHIXBATHII MeY U3 TaWHWKA B CTEHKE KapeThl U, 00epHYBIIUCE K JIu YKa0, MpousHEc ¢
HEOOBIYHOM PE3KOCTHIO:

— OcraBaiTecs 3aech. Hu B KoeM ciiydae He BHIXOOUTE!

JIn UYKao, OTNIyIIEHHEIN PEIBKOM, TOJIBKO Celdac J0 KOHIa 0co3Han cutyanuio. «Hy Hago xe!
Tellepb HACTOILKO BaXKHas IIEPCOHA, UTO MEeHS yKe MBITal0TCs YyOUTH!»

OH mpeKpacHO MOHKWMAJ: I1eJIb HalmafAeHuss — OH caM. Ho oH OBII TUIUYHBIM «0OHUIIOM IISTOTO
YPOBHSI»: B IeTCTBe — cJlaboe 3[0POBLE, HE MOT 3aHUMAaThCSI OOEBHIMU MCKYCCTBaMU; IIOB3POCIIEB —
ymyctun BpeMsi. OcTanoch Muib mapy 3¢hGeKTHRIX, HO 6eCIIoIe3HbIX ABUKeHuN. Ceiyac OH — XuBas
MHUIIEHb: BLICYHETCSI — ¥ TOTOBO.

A BoT MuH YXk3Hb — COBCeM Apyroe fesno. oeanbHbIM apUCTOKPAT: BCE «IIECTh UCKYCCTB
671aropogHOTO MyXKa» 3HAET B COBEPIIEHCTBE, a B 0010 — OOUH U3 NTy4IIuX. HacTOSIIUN «4yKOH
PeBEHOK».

OCTOpPOKHO IPUIIOAHAB 3aHaBecKy, JIu Ykao yBUpen: HanagaBIIuX OKOJIO IATULECSATH, BCE B
YEPHOM, C TTOBI3KaMM Ha JIMIaX. BEITISAOST BHYIIUTEIBHO, HO TEXHUKA — He anuTHas. CTopoHa
3ALUTHL: OBAALATH CTPAXKHUKOB U OOUH MuH UYK9Hb — BIOJIHEe cOaTaHCUPOBAHO.

MuH YXK3Hb KPYTHJI MEUOM, ¥ KJIMHOK €Tr0, CJIOBHO IIENIKOBas JIeHTa, pe3asl Bo3ayX. [Jaxke B 3Tou
CMepTeNIbHOU CXBaTKe ero JBUKEHUS HallOMUHA/IU TaHell 10f JIyHOU — IIOJTHBIA CTIOKOMHOU
yBepeHHOCTH. JIu YKa0o HEMHOI'0 YCIIOKOUJICS. XOTS UHOTHA [0 OHHOMY-OBYM YAaBalloCh IPOPBAThCSA
K KapeTe, ux OLICTPO 0TOPackiBau 06PaTHO.



W TyT B 60if BHE3AITHO BMEIIAJIACh €€ OHA I'PYIa — OfETH T0-PAa3HOMY, HO LIEJIUITUCH YETKO:
IIPSIMO B UEPHHIX. B cuMTaHble MUHYTH HallafleHue OBIIO TOJIaBJIeHO, ¥ BCe YOUMIIbI OKa3alucCh
CBSI3aHHL.
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