Y 3TOro IPOKJIATOr0 «30JI0TOTO MajIblla» CIUIIKOM MHOTO0 U3bsHOB! To, 4TO OH 0Kaszascs OymyLmm
umneparopoM 6e3 mapsl, JIu Ukao BOCIIPUHSI CIIOKOMHO. [IpeiBapUTeNbHbIM CIIONIED UMb CAeaeT
OnmuKaiiue DHY HEMHOTO CJI0XKHEe — 3TO HeIOCTaTOK, HO ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTh OTHOBPEMEHHO.

Ho xakoro yépra 3TOT CTPUMEp B3AyMasl BEIAYMbIBaTh €My apTHEPA HUOTKyAa?! [1o OIBITy IPOILIOoN
JKU3HY, TPOBEIEHHON B MHTepHeTe, JIu UYKao IpeKpacHO 3Hal: paHaTH TapOYeK CIIOCOOHE
BBIKOBBIPATH «CJIafOCTU» JaXKe U3 CTEKISTHHBEIX OCKOIKOB.

A ecnu 5Tu HaWBHBIE OPEBHUE JTIOX TTOBEPST B 3TO BCcepbel? Kyma Torga meHyTcs ero HEBUHHOCTD U
penyrtarus?!

Benp Bcero 4yac Hazaf OH C TaKOM yOeqUTebHOCTHIO 3aBepsii MuH YK9HS, 4TO He JyMaeT o Opake, a
ecnu 1 OygeT BHIOMPATh, TO TOJILKO OOHY-€OUHCTBEHHYI0, C KOTOPOH CepAlle CONbETCS BOENUHO... A
Teneph HeOECHBIM 9KpaH TYT XKe 00bABNsAET: «OU, OpaTuilika, BOT MOU JIIOOMMEIe TTaphl!»

Yro nomymaeT MuH YxkoHb? [I0BEpUT JTU KUBOMY, HACTOSIIEMY MY — UJIU XK€ 3TUM YOeoUuTeIbHbIM,
OynTo ucropuyeckuM pakram u3 OymyIiero?

Opua MeICTE 00 3TOM 3acTaBuia JIu UYKao M04yBCTBOBATh, OYATO €TI0 MabIlkl HOT MOTYT BHICKPECTH
U3 TI0J1a LeJIbi ABopel] Pyii-BaHs. OTo xKe ny6nuyHas Ka3Hb! MacurrabHeNIui conranbHbli Kpax!

[Toka oH BHyTpeHHe OyIeBas IOTOKOM BO3MYyIIeHUM, «HeOecHas ¢es» Ha SKpaHe yXKe IJIaBHO
Tiepelnia K HOBOH TeMe, TTy00KO B3[OXHYB C JIETKOU TPYCThHIO:

> «I'oBopst o [TaHb MH, He/Ib3sT He IPUNTHU B CMSITEHHE OT ero CynbObl. BCio ero Ku3Hb MOXKHO CBECTH
K YEeTHIPEM CTPOKaM:

> BBl KOrma-To I0HOIIEW-TI0OBECOM, HECIIIUM Ha IIJiedax Haflekay CEMbH;

> 3aTeM IPOIIET Yepe3 MpayHbie TOObl 6ercTBa U HeCIIpaBedIMBOCTH;

> Ctan I0TOM I'pO30K AJIs BCeX — BEPHBIM IICOM MMIIepaTopa, KOMaHOYIOIINM OXpPaHOu;

> Ho 3aBepiun CBoi MyTh B OQUHOYECTBE U 3a0BEHUH.

> Ero Xu3Hb — Yepea B3/JETOB U MMageHUH, [TOIHas JpaMaTu3Ma U [IepeMeH. »

> «Yt0 XKe npeBpatuio [1lanb MHa — pBSIHOTO CTy[EHTa, MeUTaBIIEro IPOCIaBUTh PO — B TOT'O

CaMoro KeCTOKOT'0 HavyaJibHUKa MIMIepaTopCKoit 0XpaHkl, KOro Bce 60smuch? Kakyio poib B 9TOM
ceirpan Ham Cestout OcHoBaTens? [Touyemy [Tanbs MH nmouuTan ero Kak 60kecTBo?

> Bce 0TBeTH — B CledyoIleM BhIycke ,McTopus Han3HaHKY”. MBI BMECTE OKYHEMCS B IIEPBYIO
nmapy Hamero npoekrta: [lans u JIsyi — ucropus ucKymieHus u cnacenus. He nponyctute! [Joporue
3puTeny, He 3a0yAbTe TOCTABUTH JIaMK, IOANNCATHCS U HaXKaTh KOJIOKOIhYUK!»

C nocnemHuMu cinoBaMu 06pa3 Ha HeOeCHOM 3KpaHe BHe3amHo ucye3. He6o cHOBa CTasio CEPHIM U



0e3XK1U3HEeHHBIM, OyOTO HUYEro U He IIPOXUCXOOUIO.

Ho mépTBas THIIMHA Ha IUTomaau 13 6e10ro MpaMopa roBopuiia cama 3a ce0si — B cepaIax Bcex
IIPUCYTCTBYIOMUX OyiieBanu Oypsi u cMsiTeHue. Bo3myx 3acThl, Kak mepeq rpo30H.

— Csio Illu, mopmoiimu, — pa3macs CIOXKHBIN, MHOTO3HAUYUTEIbHLIHM I'0JI0C UMIIePaTOpa, HapyIIUBIIUY
3Ty THETYILIYIO TUIIHHY.

JIn YKa0 MTHOBEHHO IIOAABUII Xa0C B MBICIISAX M HaYall JINX0PaJO4dIHO C006pa}KaTB, KakK HpOﬁTH 9TOT
9K3ameH. C TUTYJIOM «HMIIEPATOPA THICAYEIEeTUA», DaHHBIM HeOeCHBIM 9KPaHOM, €T0 XKHN3Hb, CKOpee
BCEero, BHe OIIaCHOCTH.

Ho BHyTpeHHee COCTOSIHME OTIIa ceidac AOJIKHO OBITh KpaliHe IPOTHBOPEYUBHIM. C OOHOM CTOPOHE
— PAiOCTh OT TOT'O, YTO B €T0 JUHACTHUM, BO3MOKHO, B30MIET BEIUKUY [TPABUTEIIb; C APYTOM — THEB
13-3a BO3MOXKHOT0 06MaHa, 0COOEHHO M3-3a BOIIPOCA: II0YEMY UMEHHO NEeCATHH CHIH, a HE KTO-TO
IpyToH, cTaHeT nobenuTesneM B 60pb0e 3a TPOH? ITa TUIIKMHA — JIUIIb 3aTULILE TIeper Oypeii.

OH IOKJIOHMJICS, KaK [ejiaj 9TO IIoCIeIHIe BOCeMHaaIaTh jieT. Ho oH 3HaJ: BCE U3MEHUIIOCh. B3rman
C TpoHa Oosblle He OYIeT TaKUM XKe — C MPUMEChI0 OTIIOBCKOM HEXKHOCTH, JOCAABl U Pa3gpakeHus
OT «ChIHA-PA3TUIIBAOSISI».

— JIu Yxkao... Pyii-BaHb... — UMIepaTop 3aKphUI I'/1a3a, 3aTEM BHOBb OTKPHUI MX — B3TJISA[ CTajl
OCTPBIM, KaK KJIMHOK. Me[JIeHHO, pa3MepeHHO, HO KaXX0e CJI0BO BECUJIO THICAUY L[3UHEU: —
criporty Tebs muilb 06 OMHOM: KaK THI IyMaelllb, KaKUM IIYTEM CTaHeIb nobenuTeneM B 60prbe
IeBSITH CHIHOBEH 3a TPOH? YOnembs 6patheB? Wmu... oTma?

CnoBo «O0TIfa» ygapuio, Kak rpoM cpenu sicHoro Heb6a. CaHOBHUKH B yKace OpPOCUIUCDH Ha KOJIEHH,
3aTauB ObIXaHHUEe, He CMes MONHATH I'Ias.

Tonpko JIu YkKao pe3Ko MOMHSII FOJIOBY, IITMPOKO PACKPHIB I'Jla3a OT U3YMJIEHUS U HEIOBEPUSI:

— Oren-Mimnepatop! CrIH C meTCTBa poc y Balux KoneH, 4acto 00JieN ¥ IOTOMY Iojy4dan Bamry
oco0yto 3a060Ty. CMelo cKa3aTk: cpeau OpaTheB HUKTO He OBl Tak miobuM Bamu, kKak s1. UMeHHO 3Ta
m000Bb JAET MHE CUJTy U YBEPEHHOCTD!

OH omyCTHI BEKH, HO TOJIOC 3By4aJsl YETKO U TBEPHO:

— Cuin yBaxaeT Bac u mob6ut Bac — 970 npaBpa, kinsauycs Hebom! He 3Hai0, Kakuie UCTIBITAHUS XKOYT
MeHd B OyayleM, HO 51 He COBepIly NomyiocT. 2KU3Hb faHa ONKH pa3 — U 5 X04y IIPOKUTH €€, He
TEPsIS TOKOSI COBECTH.

— BOT KaK — «II0KOHM COBECTH»... — UMIIEPATOP NMPUCTAJILHO CMOTPEN Ha Hero, 6yATO MBITasACh
IIPOH3UTH IJIOTh U 3aTJISHYTh B CAMy OYIIY.



Homnras IIay3a. 3atem HaHpH}KéHHaH JINHUSA 9€JII0OCTH 9YTh paCCHaGI/IJ'IaCb.

Barnsap JIu Yxkao, mpsimoit 1 6e3 TeHU JIXKY, U JIETKas, IIOYTH JeTCKas o0uia B yrojikax riia3 — BCé
3TO CTaJI0 KIII0YOM, KOTOPBIM MTHOBEHHO OTKPHIIT 3allepThie IBEPHU MMaMsTH.

JIu Ykao poguics B IEePBLI JeHb CHETOMa/la 3UMOM ceabMoro rofa snoxu K0aubxa. TOT cHeT mEn
I1eJIBIH IeHb, TOKPBIB 3€MJTIO TJIOTHEIM GeJlbIM MOKpEIBaiioM. 1151 Hapofa uMnepuu [lalsH,
IIepeXkHUBIIETO B TOM I'Ofly 3aCyXy, 3TO OBIJI0 UCTUHHLIM 0J1arOIPUSATHEIM 3HAMEHUEM.

MMmepaTop B3sJT Ha PYyKHM HOBOPOXKAEHHOTO HECSTOTO ChIHA — U TOT BAPYT MOJApPHUI eMy 0e33y0yio
yNBIOKY. BriepBhIe IMocjie BOCIIECTBUS Ha TPOH OH CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBAJI C€0ST IIPOCTHEIM OTI[OM.

Ho yxe Ha cnepmyomui neHb pe6EHOK Bran B OeciaMsaTCTBO. Hu mekapcTBa, HU UTTIOYKaIbIBaHUE HE
noMoranu. ['0CcIoka-KOHCOPT PHIfiaia, Bpauu ObITM 6€CCUNTbHBI — ITOKA HAaCTOSATENh XpaMa [laxys,
MOHax MuHby, He cka3an: «Ero HeGecHas myma HeycToWurBa. YTOOB YKPENIUTD €€, HYKHO TPU TOfia
IIUTATh UMIIEPATOPCKOM K. M M0 MATHAAIATH JIET eMy CIIefyeT KUTh, CKPbIBast MY2KCKOU 0OJIUK».

C Tex mop y uMIiepatopa Bcerfia ObIJT pAIOM MaJjieHbKUH KoMoueK. CHadaa oH 00s7Ics, 4YTO pebGEHOK
OymeT MelaTh BO BpeMsI COBETOB M YTEHHUS MOKJIafoB, HO JIu YKao oKa3asics HaCTOJIbKO MOCITYLIHEIM,
YTO 3TO BHI3BIBAJIO OOJIb B CEPALIE.

[ToHayasny OH ITOYTH BCE BpeMd crnasl. [IoToM cTan 60pCTBOBAThL BCE HOJIBIIIE.

Korpma umnepatop coBettiancst ¢ Munuctpamu, JIu Yxkao cumen B cocegHelt KoMmHate. Korpma ToT
paboTan c MOKyMeHTaMM, MaJIbYUK THUXO0 UTPal B 3ae. [0/I0feH — MUIIUT, XOUeT IIUTh — MUIIHUT,
HY2KHO B TyajieT — IHUIIUT... Ho HUKOTa He Kalpu3HUYasl 1 He mryMent. [Iopoi uMepaTop IpoCcTo
3a0BIBas 0 €r0 MPUCYTCTBUH.

Tonpko Korma ycrasast, JIu YKao HeTBEPOLIMHU ITaKKAMHU ITOAXOMMI ¥ CBOUMU JeTCKUMHU IIyTKaMU
IIPOTOHSIJT YCTANOCTh. MMIepaTop COOCTBEHHBIMU TJla3aMU BU[IEN, KaK 3TOT PeOEHOK BEIPOC OT
JlerieTa o0 I0HOIIeCKOoro Bo3pacTa. OTIOBCKAs TOPAOCTH U JII000Bh TaBHO MyCTUIIU KOPHHU B €T0
cepptie.

Iaxe Korma mo3xe JIu YzKao MPOCIIBUT IIOBECOM, UMIIEPATOP 3HAJ: B OCHOBE €T0 HaTyph — m00poTa.

ITa, on neHuB u Oe3anabepeH, HO He ILET, He pa3BpalllaeTcs, He oOuxkaeT ciaaburx. Hao6opoT —
YacTo IIOTafgaeT B HEMPUSITHOCTH M3-3a CBOETr0 HOOPOOYIIIHS, CaM IIJIATUT PAHEHBIM U MHBAIUIAM U3
apmuu. I[IpocTo... He TOOUT YUUTHCS.

A ceiigyac 3Ta UCKPEHHOCTD, TakKas ke, Kak B IETCTBe, TUXO CTy4asia B ero Cepale.

OH BUfeN U Ty NETKYI0 00Uy B I'/la3ax ChiHa. Ho OH — He TOIBKO oTell, HO u umnepartop. OH He
MOKET ITO3BOJIUTH cebe MPOSIBIIATh MPEANOUYTeHNEe K OMHOMY CHIHY B yIIep0 APYTHM.



— 3amnoMHU CErofgHSIIHNE CJI0Ba, — TIIyOOKO B3TISAHYI OH Ha JIu Yxkao. B3rnsam ObI OIOH
IIPOBEPKH... ¥ YCTAJIOCTH.

— Ban [I3!

— Cnyuato, Bamie BenndecTso.

— OtBepu ero. I[lycts Pyii-BaHb BO3BpalaeTcs BO ABOpell. be3 Moero nmprka3a — HUKOMY BXO[ U
BHIXOJ] 3alpelleHHl.

— Cnyuarcs.

I/IMnepaTop OKHMHYII B3rJIiaoM CO6paHI/Ie, 3a0ePXKaBIINCh Ha HECKOJIBKUX CBIHOBBAX. ['onoc 6vI1
CIIOKO€H, HO BJIACTh YyYBCTBOBAJIACh Od2Ke 0e3 ruena:

— He xouy, 4T0o0H B GuzKalIee BpeMs CIyYUIOCh YTO-HUOYOb HelpeABUAeHHOe. PacxoouTecsh.

— CMmeeM i MBI?! — XOPOM OTBETHUJIM MUHUCTPEI ¥ IIPHUHITEI, IIPOBO2KAasAd UMIIEPATOPA ITOKJIOHAMH. Yro
MMEHHO IT0APa3yMeBaJIOCh IO «HEeIPeaBUIEHHBIM» — BCE€ IIPEKPACHO ITIOHUMaAJIH.

— Baime BricouecTBo, Ipoliry, — CTaphlii €BHYX BaH MOAOIIEN ¢ ABYMS OTPSIAaMU CTPaKHUKOB U
IOYTHUTEJILHO IPOTIHYJI PYKY.

JIn Y>Kao 1OYyBCTBOBAJ JIETKYIO TOCKY. He oxuma, 4To BCE 3aKOHUMUTCS TaK OBICTPO.

— Bnarogapio Bac, rocrionus BaH, — OH CHOBa HafeJl CBOI0 OOBIYHYIO YIBIOKY, OyATO TOJIBKO YTO HE
CTOSI Ha TpaHu rubenu. B3risgHyB Ha yaansiomylocs CIMHY O0TLa, OH 3aMeTul: GUrypa, HeKorga
Ka3aBIIasicsl HeIoK0neOuMoi, Teleph BHTIIsAIeIa HeMHOTO yCTaBIel. B rpymou 3ansno. «Hamo
MeHbIIe 3JIUTh CTapUKa».

OH emé Ppa3 IMOCMOTPeEJI B CTOPOHY YXOOAIIIEro MiiepaTtopa U TUX0 CIIPOCHUIT:

— locnioguu BaH, ecnu 51 3aBTpa JIMYHO IIPUTOTOBIIIO [JIS OTIIa PHIOKY B 3HAK pacKasHUL... He
BHIIIIBLIPHET JIX OH MEHS BMECTE C Hell 3a BOpoTa?

Crapriii eBHYX YIBIOHYJICS, Kak Bynga Muma:

— Barme BricouecTBo, BOJIST UMIIepaTopa HemocTuxkuMa. Ho ecnu ugéT OT cepflla — 9TO Bceraa
XOPOIIIO.

JIn Yxao YCMEXHYJICA W HAIIPABUJICA K BEIXONY. BeTep Ha4YMHaeTCA C KOHYHKa TPaBUHKHU —



IIepeMeHHl YK€ Ha4YallnuCh.

)%k

[ToBO3Ka Me[IeHHO KaTHUJIACh 110 YJIUIIaM CTOJIMIE. 3a 3aHaBECKOM JOHOCUINCH OOPHIBKY PAa3rOBOPOB
rOpOXKaH:

— Cnriman? HeGecHast pes cka3asa, 4To y Hac OyfeT uMIiepaTop ThiCT4YeIeTus!

— Wmnepatop TeicAueneTusa? Kak Lune Hluxyannou, uto cTpousl Benukyrwo cteny? Unu kKak XaHsb V-
IM, 4TO KCKas anmukcup 6eccmepTusi? Hebo! Bemb TONMBKO HECKOJIBKO JIET MUPA MPOIIIIO. ..

— [Jla TeI HUUYeEro He noHuMaelb! Pes cka3ana — «CesaTou Mmnepatop Bauby»! Co cimoBom «CBATOM»
— 3HAYWT, IepepoxkaeHue cBIToro! Ato K mobpy!

— 9%, fena 3HaTU HaM He Hay. JIumb 65l X1eba XBaTaio — BOT U XOPOIIUY HMIIEpPaTop...

JIu YKao B KapeTe YCMEXHYJICSI, YCIIBIIIAB 3T Pa3TOBOPHI TPOCTOTIOUHOB.

— Baime BricouecTBo, moueMy CMeETECh? — MSITKO CIIPOCHJI CUIEBIINH PSAOOM TOCIIOAKUH BaH.

— TTocnymrasite, — JIu YKao B3TISIHY B OKHO, — HAPOJ C IPEBHUX BPEMEH JKeJlaeT BCero TPEX CJIOB:
«4T0oOH x71€0a XBaTamo». Tak MpoCTO... ¥ TaK TPYOHO OJOCTUYb.

— Baitre BricouecTBO MYIPHIL. CaMrie IIPOCTEIE 2KeJIaHUA YaCTO OKa3bIBAKTCA CaMbBIMU
HEOJOCTUKUMBIMHU. CTuxuiiHble GGJICTBI/IH 1 BOMHEI — HE OT YeJIoBeKa 3aBUCHT.

JIu Yxkao 3amonmgan. Kak Ovl HU criownmuiu coObITUus Hebeca, KU3Hb IpofomkaeTcs. Cedyac oH
0COOEHHO OCTPO CKydYall [T0 TeM KYyJIbTypaM, YTO B MIPOIIION XKHU3HU KOPMUIM MUJITHAPAL: KYKYpy3e,
KapTodento, 6aTaTy... ¥ 30JI0TUCTOMY TUOPUIHOMY PUCY.

[ToBO3Ka 0CTaHOBUJIACh — OHU A0€Xajlu J0 gBoplLa Pyu-Bans.

JIu YKao mepBHIM MIATHYTI K OBEPIIE U, BEIHYB M3-3a [Ta3yXHU U3SIIHEIN 30I0TOH OPeX, JIOBKO CYHYII €T0
B PYKY €BHYXY:

— locnioguu BaH, 970 HOBas 6e3penyiika. Bo3bMuTe Ha mamsTh. [IpoBoXKaTh He HAgO — IIPOCTO
MOJIOKUTE OTITY, YTO 51 61aromoIydyHo BepHycs. H... m03aboThTeCh 0 ero 370poBke. IIyCcTh He
IIepeyTOMIseTCs.

C aTUMU CJTOBAaMM OH JIETKO MaXHYJI PYKOU ¥, He OTJISABIBAsICh, BOIIEN BO OBopell. COmpoBOK IaBIas



ero UMIIepaTopPCKas CTpaxa TYT JKe 3aHsiJa MOCTH ¥ BOPOT.

— Baime BricouecTBo! Bbl HAaKOHEI-TO BEPHYJIHCh! — HaBCTpeuy BeIOexkan ympasisiomui Oy I'yi. —
MuH-rocofiuH yKe faBHO 37ech! U [Tans MH Toxke! IIpo To, uTo HeGecHas ¢est roBopuna...

JIu Y>Kao mMpOBEI TafOHbBIO TI0 JIWIY U IIPepBal ero:

— Oy I'yii, moKa He crpaliuBaii. Bcé B mopsmke Bo gBopiie?

— Bcé xopoiro! MuUH-TOCTIOIKH MPUILETT BCKOPE II0CIIe TosIBIIeHusT HeOeCHOTro 3HaMeHus. 2KOET Bac B
kKabuHeTe.

— Celiuac oy K HEMY.

EnBa oH mepecek ranepero, Kak HaBCTpeuy yxke BeilIeNl MuH Yk5Hb. Boanu, cpefu U3sAIIHBIX
TIaBUJILOHOB, OH CTOSJI B OleK[Ie 1IBETa BECEHHEMN JIUCTBHI, YEPHBIE BOJIOCH CTPYUIIUCH BOLOIAMIOM,
BeCh 00JIMK — YUCT U O1aropofeH. X0JOgHbIM BETeP ClieTKa pa3BeBal ero OfeXkay, MIog4epKuBas
M3BICKAaHHYI0 OCaHKY.

JIu Ykao BHYTpeHHe HaxMypuJicsa: «Pa3Be B Takyl CTyXKy MOXKHO TakK JIETKO ofeBaThCsa? He
IPOCTYOUTCS JTU?»

[Toka on gymasn, MuH YK9Hb yKe TOOOIIEN OIrXKe.

— Tl B IOpsAIKE? — B €r0 rojioce Mpo3Bydasa ejie yIoBUMas TPeBoTa.

— A y Teb6s pyKu coBceM JefisiHble! — OHOBPEMEHHO BhIpBanoch y JIu Yxkao. OH CXBaTUII XOIONHbEIE
IaJIbIIEl IpyTa B CBOU JIA[IOHU.

Mun YK9Hb II03BOJIUII €My IepXKaTh CBOM PYKH ¥ BHUMATEIHHO 0CMOTpes JIu YKao ¢ TOTOBH [0 HOT.
Y6equBIIKCh, YTO KPOME ITOMSATOM OfEeKIHl ¥ JIETKOK YCTAJIOCTH C HUM BCE B IOPSIKE, HEMHOTO
YCITOKOUJICS.

— Pa3 em€ Moxels BOTHOBATHCS, He 3aMEP3 JIX ... — YTOJKU ero Iyl IpOTHY/IU B y/IbIOKE, HO TOH
CTaJ cjerka KOJIIOUMM, — 3HAYHUT, C TOOOM BCE B mopsake. [ToiineéM B KabuneT — [Tanb H TaM XKOET.
TonbKo CKaXu... — OH CcHefaj naysy, — Korga, A Yxkao, cobupaenbcst B3ITh €ro K cebe?
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