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— 9TO HEBO3MOKHO!

BOoBCTByIOIIasi KMIIepaTPHUIla C CUJION yHapuila JafloHbI0 TI0 CTONY. ['01oc e€ 3Bydan HeoOrYaiHO
CBHETIO.

ViMmepcKuii ieKaph, paCIPOCTEPTRINA HUIL TIeper Hel, C TPYIOM BBITOBOPHII:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, 5 ocmatpuBan ®sii UkaH HECKOJIBKO pa3. Y He€... HeUCTBUTEIbHO IPU3HAKHU
YI'PO3bI BEIKUABIIIA.

Yrpo3a BHIKU[HIIA 03Hadana, 4To ®sii YxkaH OepeMeHHa.

3a BCE BpeMs IIPaBJIeHUST HOBOTO UMIIepaTopa 0TOOP HaIOXKHUI] ITPOBOAUIICS JIUIIH JBAXKIHL.
OcTanbHBIX KpacaBHIl TPHCHIIAIN KO ABOPY CO BCEX 3eMeJTh UJIH MPEIIOJHOCUIN B ap IPUHIIHL.
Wmnepatop L[3uHbi0aHb HE TPOSBIISIIT K HUM HHTEpPeca, HO IPUHUMAJ BCEX, PACCETISS IO TapeMy.

®o1t UxaH OblyTa OOHOM U3 TeX, KOro BeIOpasia caMa BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepPaTPHUIla BO BPEMs TePBOTO
otrbopa. E€ mpoucxoxkmeHue OBITI0 U3BECTHO TOCyaphiHe OO0 Melb4Yanimx mogpobHocTei. Kazanock
OBI, HOBOCTBb O TOM, YTO HAJIOXKHUIIA M3 OJIarOPOOHON CeMbH HOCUT IIOJl CEPAIIEM OUTS IpPaKOHa,
nomXkHa Oblia 0OpagoBaTh e€. [loueMy ke peakiiys Oblia CTONb OYpHOM?

Vimmepckuii nekaps L1o#, MOCTaBUBIINYM 3TOT AUATrHO3, OB KICKPEeHHEe 03aJayueH.

quBepr YacCa Ha3ad €ro CPOYHO BEI3BAJIM BO OBOpPEN HIOYK&H. CeropHs OBLTIO €T0 OEXKYypPCTBO, U
OCJIYIIaThbCsA OH HE MOT. ITo IIYTHU OH YCIIEJI BEISAICHUTEL, YTO HEAOMOTaHKE II0OYYBCTBOBAJIA ®o11 YxkaH.
HeKapIo YXKe JOBOOUJIOCH OBIBATh B €€ MOKOSX, M OH 3HAJI, YTO rOCII0XKa 9Ta HpPaBa JOBOJIBHO
MATKOTO, 9YTO €ro HEeCKOJIEKO YCIIOKOMJIO.

«HaBepHoe, n3-3a YTPEHHETO IIPOUCIIECTBUS B Cagy», — MOAyMaJl OH.

[Tpu6HIB BO gBOPeEI] I0Cie omyaHs, 1o o0HapyxKui, 4To B MMIepaTopCcKoi MeguIIMHCKON
aKajieMuy HeT HU OOHOTO [IeXKypHOro jiekapsi. OCTaBIINKCS €BHYX 00BSICHHUII, YTO PaHO YTPOM B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM Cafy OfHa M3 HaJIOKHUI] OCTYNHIacCh 1, ITafiasi, yBieKia 3a co00u ellé HeCKOJIbKUX.
OHU CBaIUIUCH B Ky4y, CIIOBHO MEIIKHA C PUCOM.

Pa30uTHIE TOTIOBH, CHHSIKH, TOTEPSIBIINE CO3HAHUE — BCS aKameMus Oblla Ha Horax. L[io# yxe OBIIO
obOpajioBasics, YTO €0 3TO MHHOBAJIO, HO HET, Iocje o0ema paboTa Halllyla ero caMa.

Korpma on mpu6sin Bo gBoper [lloykaH, TaM, TOMUMO BIOBCTBYIOIIEH uMnepaTpulisl 1 ®ait YxaH,
Haxoounuck Takxe ['yudan u Osu [I3.



®oif YxkaH, 61emHas Kak IOJIOTHO, JieXkasla Ha KPOBaTH, MMOKPHITAst KCIIaPWHOHN U IPOKa BCEM TEJIOM.
[Mopmoiims 6nuxKe, MeKaph yIOBUI CIa0BIl 3amax KPOBH.

Kposp?

OpmHoro B3rJIsia Ha €€ JIUII0 XBaTUI0, YTOOHI OH BCE MOHS. ITpoIynaB myIbC U OaB e¥ MU0 s
COXpaHEeHWUS IJIOA, OH MOXKMAAJICS, TI0OKA COCTOSIHIE HAJIOXKHUIIH CTAOUIU3UPYETCs, ¥ OKOHYATEJIbHO
YBEPUJICA B CBOEU JOrafKe.

Y ®sii UxaH ObIIM BCe IPU3HAKY YTPO3Bl BHIKUAIHIIIA!

9TO XKe BenuKas pagoCTh!

3a CTOJIBKO JIET B TapeMe He POOUIIOCH HU OJHOTO HacliemHWKa. Pe0OEHOK, KOToporo Hocuta i
YKaH, MOT CTaTh IIEPBHIM.

K HecuacThio, yTpeHHee NafeHne, BUOUMO, MTOIIATHYJIO IIJI0M, ¥ Teleph el MPUAETCS IPOBECTH B
IIOCTEJI HECKOJIBKO MECSLEB.

Korpma BooBcTBYyIOIas HMIepaTpHlla 3ajaia BOIpoc, JeKaph Lol BCé TaK U U3JIOKUIIL.

KTo ke Mor npefBUIETh, UTO €€ peakiius OymeT IPsMO ITPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM pagocTu? JInuio
roCyJaphlHA UCKA3UIOCh OT U3YMJIEHHUS, a B T'la3aX BCIIBIXHYJII THEB.

KoHeuHO, OHa He MOrJia PaioBaThCs.

Otkyna y LI3unbioaHst MOTTIU OBITH OeTH!

Ona npekpacHO IOMHUJIA, KaK ero pogHas MaTh, IIOKOKMHAasd uMnepaTpuia LIsnsH, CBouMu pyKaMu
nana emy san!

HasniBascs o «[IecHb CKOpOU».

[TpekpacHOe Ha3BaHUe OJIT CMEPTOHOCHOM 0TpaBHl. Eciu maTh ero pe6EHKY B 60JIBIION 003, OH
YMPET B CTPAIIHBIX MyYEHHUSIX.

Ecnu Xe BBHIKHUBET, 51 IPOHUKHET B KOCTHHIM MO3T, BHI3BIBAS IPUCTYIIH JIefIeHAIIET0 X0Jiofa. Teso
TAKOTO0 4YeJjioBeKa OyJeT X0JogHee, YeM y APYTHUX, XKU3Hb €ro Oy[eT KOPOTKa, ¥ OH He CMOXKET UMETh
oeTen.

Ho ecnu 3T0T pe6EHOK He oT LI3uHbI0aHs, TO OT KOT0?



JIuto BI[OBCTBYI-OLT.Ieﬁ HUMIIEPATPUIBI IOMPAYHEIIO.

OHa MeTHyJa B3TJISI[ Ha KOJIEHOIIPEKJIOHEHHOTO JieKaps, IIOAHSIach U IPOCIiefoBasla B 3afHIeE
TIOKOM, YTOORI TUYHO yBUOETh D3l YxKaH.

Cyudoit u Oa1t [I3 mocnegoBanu 3a Hel, MOAEPKUBAS IO PYKHU.

BroBcTByIomIas uMIepaTpulia Iprucesia Ha Kpai KpoBaTH ¥ BHUMAaTEJIbHO II0CMOTpeIa Ha
HaJIOXKHMUILY.

®o1t Uxan BrITIsAgeNa Tydmie. CiykKaHKa [TOUIa €€ C JIOXKEYKN 0TBAPOM. YBULEB rOCYOApHIHIO, OHA
IIONIBITANIaCh CECTh, HO Ta OCTAHOBUIIA €€.

— TwI 3HAews, 4To ¢ TOOOHU?

®s1t UxkaH pacTepsiHHO MOPTHYJIa, CJIOBHO He ITOHKUMas, 0 Y4EéM pedb. JIekaps Lo, mocTaBuB
[I1arHO03, Cpa3y e BHIIETI, He YCIIeB HUYEero el 00bsSICHUTS.

— Jlexaps Ll1o#t roBOpUT, ¥ T€OS yrpo3a BHIKUALIIIA, — C HETIPOHUIIAEMBIM BUOM ITPOM3HECTIA
BIOBCTBYIOIAsA UMIIepaTpulia. — Thl HOCUIIL OUTS y2Ke HECKOJIBKO MeCAIEB U HAYero He 3Hana? —
2KeHuIuHa BCcerna 4YyBCTBYeT U3MEHEHUS B CBOEM TeJle.

®si1 YxaH MMPOKO paclaxHya riasa.

— ¢ 6epemMeHHA? — OHa MHCTMHKTHUBHO IIPUXKaja PYKH K XKHUBOTY, €€ PECHHUIILI 3aTPeNeTay, a Ha
JIUIIE OTPA3UIIOCh U3yMIIeHUe. — ... sT ¥ He AyMajia, YTo 3TO... — OHa He JOr0BOPUIIA, BCIIOMHUB
yTpeHHee mpoucliecTsue. — Baille BemuyecTBo, 3T0 U3-3a TOTO, YTO ST YTPOM yTana?

Cyns 1o e€ pagoCTHOMY BUAY, COBECTDH €€ Oblla YUCTa.

[yiidaii marnyna Buepen U MATKO IPOroBOpHUIIa:

— Murnas cecTpulia, He BonHyMcs. JIekaps Llfo# cka3as, 4To eciu Thl Oynels co0IofaTh I0KOH,
IUTS MOKHO OYIET COXPaHHUTh.

®o1t UkaH TOPOIIMBO 3aKKUBaJjIa, JBUTASICH C MTPeeTbHON OCTOPOXKHOCTEIO, CJIOBHO 60s1ach
HaBPeOUTh PEOEHKY.

BmoBCTByIOIIAs ©MIIEPATPHUIIA HUYETO ITOMO3PUTEILHOTO He 3aMeTH/Ia U BeJlejla CHOBA IT03BaTh
neKaps.



Korga ToT mogTBepauII CBOM OMArHO3, OHA C YIBIOKON KMBHYIIA.

— Cnrimana, ©ai Yxkan? B Onuxanime Mecailbl — HUKAKOro OBUXKeHud. JIexxy U oTOLIXal.

@311 YKaH CYACTIUBO U CMYIIIEHHO OIyCTHIIa TOJIOBY.

— Bame BenmnuectBo, — BMemanachk @it [19, — pa3 ®ait Ukan OepeMeHHa, ¥ 9TO IEPBHIN PeOEHOK
Ero BenuyecTBa, TO 3TO Benukas pafocTb. O6 3TOM crenyeT COOOIIIUTE UMIIepPaTopy.

BrooscTByomas uMnepaTpulla nepesesia Ha He€ B3I, ['HeB, y2&Ke TOTOBBIM BCILIXHYTh, CMEHUJICS
JIETKOU YCMEILIKOU.

— ®oi1 [1s mpaBa. Takyio pafloCTHYIO BECTh HYKHO HEMEJIEHHO NOCTABUTh BO ABOpPel LISHEMUH.

OHa yXe X0TeJja II0C/IaTh TOHIIa, HO BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO MPUABOPHas mama Illu JIW1310Hs HaXOMUTCS B
cocenHeM 3ane. E€ mo3Bany 1 MOPy4YuIu COOOIIUTh 3Ty HOBOCTD.

[T JInuzrons noTpe6oBaroch BcE €€ camMmoobiamanye, YTOOb HE BEIIATH CBOET0 U3YMJIEHHUS.

[TpoBOUB €€ B3TISIMOM, BOOBCTBYIOIIAs MMIIEPATPHIlA, Ka3anoch, moBecesena. OHa mpuUKa3ana
ciayram 3abotuthest 0 @aii UYxkaH, a nekapio Ll10io — cocTaBUTH IJIaH €€ JalbHEUIIero jeueHus. B eé
TIOBEIEeHUM He OCTAJIOCh U cJliefla OT HeaBHEero rHeBa, OHa HalloMKHasa 3a00TIMBYIO MaTh.

[yiidast u ®ait [13, cuns 1mo 06e CTOPOHHI OT He€, 06CyKaasuy, KaK IIOCTYIIUTD OaslblIle.

970 OBLN IIEPBHIM pPeOEHOK B rapeMe, ¥ HeBakKHO, Ma/IbuUMK UM OeBOYKa, OH IIPUBJIEYET K cebe
BceoOIlee BHUMaHue. Bens y uMneparopa LI3uHbBI0aHs CTONIBKO JIeT He ObLIO OeTel.

BpoBcTByIoIas uMrepaTpulia He ciymasna ux. OHa 3Hajla — 3TO He MOXKeT OBITh pe0OEHOK
uMIIepaTopa.

A 3HaQuwuT, €ro IIpOKUCXOXKIOeHne BeCbMa COMHUTEJIbHO.

s uMmepaTopa 9T0 ObI7I0 OB HECTTBIXAaHHBIM OCKOPOIeHuEM, MyOMMYHBIM YHUKEHUEM, KOTOPOE He
cTeprien Obl ¥ CBSITOM.

CHauasa oHa OblJIa B IPOCTH, HO Telleph pellnia IPOCTO HabIr0aaTh CO CTOPOHE.

...Ecnu HMMIIEPATOP, He 3Had IIPaBAbI, IPU3HAET 3TOTO pe6éHKa CBOHM, BOT 6YJIGT Imorexa.



OmHa MBICTIb O TOM, KakK II3MHBI0AHb OyIeT PaCTUTh YyKOT'0 OTIIPHICKA, a IIOTOM, CITyCTS TOMH,
y3HaeT 00 o6MaHe... Pagu Takoro 3peuia MOKHO U TIOTEPIIETh.

BoT mouemy e€ HaCTpPOEHHUE TaK PEe3KO M3MEHUIIOCE.

Ho ata ®a11 Uxkas...

OHa omycTuya r1a3a 4, I0O03BaB CBOIO IIPUABOPHYIO HaMy, TUXO OTHala ei HECKOJIBKO
pacropsikeHu#. Ta KUBHYa ¥ OECITYMHO yIaTuIach.

Tyuidan 3ameTuna ato, Ho @31 [ oTBIEKTA €€.

— Cecrtpa I'yiidaii, — HeTOPOIIKBO roBopuia oHa, — P31t UxkaH cnaba, el Hy>KeH II0KOH. [laBaliTe
OT/I0KUM BCe MPa3gHOBaHUS [0 TEX II0P, II0Ka OHA He POOUT HaclegHUKa.

['yiidaii ¢ yneiOKOM KUBHYIIA.

— Cectpuia @i [13 coBepIlleHHO IIPaBa, 3TO S Nocremma. BuHoBaTa, BuHOBaTa. — OHa rOBOpHUTIA C
®sit [13 moguépkHyTO 1100€3HO, HO Ta efiBa CKphIBajla CBOE OTBPAllEHHUE.

®sii 119 He miobuna ['yidai. Bynyuu U3 popma XyaH, Ta He UMeJla HY KallJId TOpOOCTH. [I0CTOSSHHO
nebe3usia, Ha3blBas BCEX TO CECTPUIIAMH, TO IOOPYraMHu, U, UTO XyXKe BCero, HapaBHe ¢ 6e3pOAHBIMU
HaJIOXKHUIIAMU TTRITANIaCh HOOUTHCS PACIIONIOKEHUS UMIIEPATOpa... [Ipy OHOI MBICIIH O TIOBENEHUN
ryudoit ¢pau 13 MopIIuIacs.

ITo KaKoMi-TO IMpru4YrHe, BO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY YTO UMIIEPATOD emé HE HpI/I6bIJ'I, HUKTO H€ CIIEIINnII
00BSIBISTH HOBOCTE BO BCEYCIIBIIIIaHHUE.

Bckope nosasuncs 1I3uHbIOaHb.

OTHoOMmeHus MexXny BJIOBCTBYIOLLIGfI I/IMl'IepanI/ILIeI;I U eé HpI/IéMHI:IM CHIHOM OBIIM HACTOJIBKO IIJIOXH,
4YTO OHHM CTAapPAJIUCh HE IIOABIIATECA B OMHOM MECTE. Yucno ero BU3UTOB BO aBopen ]_HOYKaH MOZKHO
OBLITO IIepeCYuTaTh 110 IIaJabllaM.

HpI/IJIBopHBIe Y9aCTO OCyXOaJIk UMIIePaTOpPa 3a HEIIOYTHUTEJIbHOCTh.

[To ux MHEHHUIO, BMOBCTBYIOII[AS UMIIepaTpHIla, UMess POOHOTO CHIHA, He CTajla YUHUTD MIPENSATCTBUN
BOCIIIeCTBUIO L[3MHBIOAHS Ha TPOH ¥ BOCIIKTHIBAJIA €T0 C HOJIXKHBEIM ycepaueM. [ToueMy xe OH
OTBeYaJsl el TaKO! XOJIOHOM HeOIaromapHOoCThi0?

Ho 9TOMY MMIIEPATOPY Obl10 Ha BCE mieBaTh. CloBa IIEH30POB OTCKAaKHWBaAJIM OT HET0, KaK ropox oT



CTEHHI.

Crpapgarna nuilb BOOBCTBYIOIIAsS UMIIEpaTPHIIA.

OHa, BIPOYeM, HUKOTTIA He YIIyCKajia Ciiy4das MOJOTPETh CIIYXH O CBOEH TOPLKOM HoJte.

Benukast mam06a pyIIUTCS OT MypPaBbUHOM HOPKHM, BEICOKOE 3[IaHKE CTrOPaeT OT UCKPEI B MEIMOXOIE. ..
LI3uHbI0aHb, IpeHeOperas CBOE pernyTaluel, paHo WK IIO3THO MMafET.

)%k

— IlpuBetcTByem Baiie Benuuectso!

[Tpu nosineruu Li3unbioans ['yidau u Oau [I5 NIONHANKUCH U IOKIOHUIKCH. BOOBCTByIOMIAA
UMIlepaTpulla, He BCTaBas, JIUIIL KUBHYJIA EMY.

— HWmMmepaTop, pa3 yxX Thl MPUIIEN, Tpucaxupaics. ®ai UkaH He30pOBa, ef HYKEeH ITOKOH.

— Bame BennuecTBo, — HETOPOIIMBO IIpOoU3HEC L[3uHBI0AHb, — 5 cremun yBugeTs ®aut Yxkan. — Ha
ero rybax 3aurparsa ynsi0ka. — M Moero nepBoro peGEHKa.

B ero ronoce He ObIIO PagocCTH, JINIIb CTPAHHOE, 0one3HeHHOe JTI00O0IBITCTBO.

BroBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia nogHsna 6poBb U, 00paTUBIIKCH K IPUABOPHOM faMe, BcTasa. ['yidan
u ®aii []3 mocnewmnay noanepxaTh €€. B OKpyKeHUYU CBUTH OHa YIBIOHYIach L[3nHbI0aHIO.

— YT0 X, IOUOEM.

Tonma cCHOBA 3alOJIHUIA BHYTPEHHUE TIOKOH, Pa30ynuB 3agpeManiyio @3t YxkaH.

OHa OblyTa XXKEHIIUHON C SPKOM BHEIIHOCTBIO U B TapeMHOM XKU3HU YyYBCTBOBAJjIa ce0s1 HOBOIBHO
cBobonmHo. Ho, B oTnmuue ot poOkou @31t KaH, KoTopyio uHormaa onekasna ®au [13, @ait YxkaH
mepkanach 0COOHSIKOM.

CmyxkaHKa [TOMOTJ1a el IPUIIOTHSITHCS U CECTh, ITOMAJIOXKUB MOAYIIKY. [1pu Bupe LI3uHBIOAHS B €€
rja3ax MeJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO HEYJIOBUMOE, ¥ OHa C IIPUTBOPHOM CKPOMHOCTHIO OIYCTHIIA T'OJIOBY.

— ...Bamte BennuecTso...

— T'oBopsT, THI OepeMeHHa? — MeJIEHHO IIPOroBOpMII II3MHBIOAHE.



®oi1 YxkaH KOCHYJIAaCh XKHNBOTQ, B €€ T0JI0CE CJIBIIIANO0Ch YOUBIIEHHUE.

— IIa, Bamme BenuuectBo, s 6epeMeHHa. — E€ B3y METHYJICS K UMIIEpPaTOPy U CHOBa yIal. — Yxke
0oJIbIlle MecsIia.

Eé cnoBa nmpo3By4anu Kak HaMéxK.

LI3uHbBI0aHb CHOBA YIIBIOHYIICS.

C Tex nop, Kak OH BOIIEN BO ABopel IIloykaH, OH, Ka3aioCh, TOCTOSHHO yibi0ancs. «Heyxkenu oH Tak
pan?» — nogyMana ®su 3.

Ho 4T0-TO B 9TOM OBIJIO HEIIPABUIIBHOE.

B aTtoT momeHT LI3uHbI0aHb IOCMOTPENT Ha CTOABIIETO no3anu Hero HuH XyHXy.

— IIpuHecu HOXK.

OH roBOpHUII MITKO, CIIOKOMHO, laXke C KaKUM-TO CTPAaHHBIM BOOMYILIEBIIEHHUEM.

Hun Xy'H}Ky MOJI49a BBHIIIEII. BJIOBCTBYIOH.I&H HMIIEPATPUIla U OCTAJIbHBIE HAIIPATJINCE.

— HMMnepaTop, — MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO IIPOM3HECHIa OHa, — 3T0 fgBopell [lloykaH, a He TBoU LIgHbMUH.
— He cmelt ycTpauBaTh 37ech 60MHIO!

LI3uHbI0aHb TOOHA 6pOBI:>. OH HaxoOHUIICS BO OBOpIe H_[OYKaH, " JaXKe He CTaJl BLIXBATEIBATh MEY Y
CTPaXu — BEPX MIPUIITNYNA U YBaKEHHNA.

— o1 YkaH HOCUT MOETO TepBeHIla. Bynb TO CHIH UK IOYb, ST OUYEeHb pajl, — ero yiaei0Ka cTana
mupe. — Takoe AparoleHHoe OUTS... 91 X0uy YBUOETh, KaK OH BBITJISIIUT, ITOKA ellé B yTpole.

®o1i [1o nobnenHena, IIOHAB ero 3aMEBICe]T.

LI3uHbl0aHb COOMPAICS BCIIOPOTD €W XKUBOT!

[yiidaii, coxpaHssi camooOnafanre, Opocuia OBICTPHIN B3I Ha UMIIepaTopa U BIOBCTBYIOIIYIO
uMIepaTtpully. Ux nmuila Obiu HenmpoHKLlaeMbl. Ho ®@ait YxkaH...

Ha eé nu1ie Obln HamKMCaH yXac.



— Baire BemnuecTBo, HO Beib B Ty HOUb BHIL... — €€ T'0JI0C APO2KaJjl, HO IO 9TOM APOKbI0 CKPhIBAIACh
CTpaHHas TBEPHOCTh. — BhI Befb ObIIM B MOMX ITOKOSIX, HE TaK JIu?

OHa HaMeKaJa.

Barnsap L3uHbI0aHs, [0 3TOr0 MPUKOBAHHBIN K €€ XKUBOTY, BIEPBBIE IIEPEMECTHUJIICS Ha €€ JIUII0.
CI0BHO OH TOJIbKO Ceidac e€ yBUel.

— Ax, Tak 3T0 OBlNa TH, — HEOPEKHO OPOCHUIT OH.

)%k

@311 YkaH noCcTynuia Bo 4BOPEL MHOTO JIeT Ha3af,.

E€ BrIOpanmu Ha CMOTpe HEBECT, YCTPOEHHOM BIOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepaTpHUIlel cpa3dy mocye
BocmmecTBus L[3uHbBI0OAaHS Ha TPoH. C caMOro Hayaja OHa 3Haja CBOIO Lieib — 3aBOEBATh €TI0
0J1ar0CKJIOHHOCTb.

Pa3Be He 00 3TOM MeuTasa KaXkaas XKeHIIWHA B rapeme?

Ho, To mu L[3I/IH'bI-O&HI-O He HPaBUJIUCh I/136paHHI/II_IBI Ma4dexu, TO JIn OH U BIIPAMBb OBIIT PaBHOAOYIIIEH K
IIJIOTCKHM yT€XdM, OH PeOKo IIocCellall rapeM. Hous, l'IpOBeI[éHHaH UM C HaJ'[O}KHI/ILIeI;I, OnlTa
COOBITHEM HCKITIOUUTEIILHEIM.

YToOH YAOCTOUTELCS €T0 B3TJISia, OHU ObLIM TOTOBHI Ha BCE.

Ha cnepytomuit rof, mociie epeMOHUY XKepTBonpuHoIieHus: HeGy, mMnepaTop, B peAKOM IIOPHIBE
MHTepeca, CO3BaJl HECKOIbKUX HAJIO0KHUI ¥ CIIPOCHIL:

— Ecnu 0w 51 daJl BaM BO3MOZXKHOCTE ITIOKUHYTE I'apeM, KTO-HI/I6YI[B corjacuics Owr?

[TouTy BCEe OTBETUIM OTKA30M.

3ayeM yXOOUThH?

OHu TIoTIan# ciofia, IIPOMAs Yepes3 OroHb U Bomy. JJoMa O0pONIKUCh C CECTpAMU 3a JIydlllee I0JI0KEHHeE,
Ha 0TOOPE IIIIU II0 T0JI0BAM, YTOOR BOMTH B 9TH CTEHHL. A 3M€Ch...

3mech OHU IOJIy4alid TO, O YEM CHapyKU He MOTJIM U MeuTaTh.



Kak MOXHO I[OﬁpOBOJ'IBHO OT 3TOT0 OTKa3aThCs?

OpHa HOYBb C UMIIEPATOPOM, POXKIEHNE HacleJHNKa — W XKHW3Hb o0ecredeHa.

OnHu 3HaNM 0 ero XKeCTOKOCTH. CJ'IYXI/I 00 3TOM XOOUJIU eIlE [0 0T60pa.

Hy u ut0?

On — umMmneparop!

Takux, kak @311 YxkaH, ObU10 O0sbIMHECTBO. OHA 3aMeTwia, uTo @3t KaH B TOT MOMEHT XOTesia YTo-
TO CKa3aThb, HO IIpoMoOIYana.

Ho 6r1na ogHa.

®s1t UKaH OTUYETINBO TOMHHUTIA, YTO JIUIIb OfHA U3 HUX CKa3aja, YTO XOUeT YUTH.

[I3uHbI0aHb JOJIT0 CMOTPENT Ha He€. Bce 0XXuaamy BCIBIIKY THEBA, HO OH JIMIIh PABHOAYIIHO MaXHYJT
PYKOM U BeJIeJl BCeM yOalUuThCA.

Bckope @311 YxkaH ycrnblliaia, 4YTO Ta HaJl0XKHUIIA CKOPOIIOCTUKHO CKOHYAaIach.

«HaBepHOe, pasrHeBajia UMIepaTopa», — AyMasa oHa Torga. Ho romsl cycTsi, Korga obpa3 Tou
JKEHIIMHEI y2Ke CTEPCS U3 MaMSTH, €il B TOJIOBY IIPUIIJIA APYyTas MbICHb.

A 4ToO, ecnu...

Yro, ecoiu OHa He yMepJia, a IIPOCTO IIOKKHYIa ABOPEI APYTHUM CIIoco6oM?

«YT0 3a raymnocTu», — ycMexnynack ®ait Yxkan u oTOpocuia 3T MbICIIH.

HamoxHu1 B rapeMe OBIJIO He Tak YK MHOTO. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHHU KTO-TO CTaHOBUJICS (DaBOPUTKOM Ha
TI0JITOMa, @ 3aTeM CHOBA McYe3as B 0€3BECTHOCTH.

@311 YkaH 3aBUI0BaANa, HO C IIPUXOMNOM HOBHIX JIUI] €€ CEPAIle OCTHIBAJIO.

OpHax[el, He BEIIEPKaB ONMHOYECTBA, OHA II03BaJia K cebe CTPaXXHUKA...

[TpoBenst HECKOJIBKO JIET BO ABOPIlE, OHA MOHsa: M [[3MHBI0aHs HaOXKHUIIE OBUIN UTPYIIKAMHU.



HHTepeCHHMI/I — OH UTI'paJl C HUMH HEKOTOPOE BPEMI. CKy‘-IHBIMI/I — BBI6paCbIBaJ'I.

II711s1 BEIOPOIIIEHHOM UTPYIIKK 9TO OBIIO KECTOKO.

Ona He x0Tena OhITh HTPYLHKOﬁ. Hyf{me JOXKOAThCA CTAPOCTH U CTATh BI[OBCTBY]EOH.IGI;I HaHO}KHHHeﬁ.

Eé 1menu u3MeHUnInCs.

HHTepec K mMIepaTopy Mpomart.

U XKu3Hb cTaja CIOKONHEe.

Ho, BUmKMMO, CIHIIKOM CIIOKOMHOM. YBIEKIIHKCE IJIOTCKUMHU YTeXaMHt, OHa 3a0biy1a 00 OCTOPOXKHOCTH.

[ToaToMy, Korfia B KOHIle rofia L[3uHbI0aHb ITOCETUIT €€ TIOKOH, 3TO BHI3BAJIO HE PAJOCTh, a yKac.

OHa IIOMHM!IIA...

B te gHu ryidsi gacto OriBasa Bo fiBopue LlsHbMUH. BO3M0OXHO, 0OHa Oblla CIUIIKOM HaBI34MBa, U
MMIIepPaTOp Pelinsl CMEHUTh 00CTaHOBKY?

®o1t UxkaH, oXBaueHHAsI CTPaxoM, TOBOpHiIa ¢ HUM cOuBYMBO. OH He MPOOBIT HOJT0 U BCKOPE YIIET.

OHa HEKOTOpOe BpeMs XKWjla B HAPSXKEHWU, HO, TIOHSB, YTO 3TO OB CJTy4YalHBIM BU3UT, U
MMIIepaTop O Hel 3a0blJl, yCIIOKOUIACh.

Ho, BuguMO, CIHUIIKOM PaHO.

Korma oHa omomMHuUIIach, OHa Oblsla YXKe 6epeMeHHa.

OT KOTrO — HeBaxHO. BakHO TO, 4YTO OHa He MOTJjla POAUTh 3Toro pebeénka. OHa-To 3Hana, Oblla y HEé
0/IM30CTh C UMIIEPATOPOM WIIH HET.

A pa3 3HaJla OHa, TO HAaCKOJIBKO BEJINKa Obl1a BEPOSATHOCTD, YTO UMIIEPATOP 3&6YJIGT?

B Te mHu oHa u30berasa gaxke eXXKeMeCsSYHEIX 0CMOTPOB Yy JieKaps ¥ WCKaja CIIoCOOk n30aBUTHCS OT
IJI0/1a.

...Ho He cMmoria.



Tak oHa TSHYIA [0 KOHIIA Tofa. B HOBOTOOHIO HOYb OHA TAalHO BCTPETUIIACH C HUM BO IBOPIIE
Cedas.

OHa He 4yBCTBOBaJIa BUHEHI 3a U3MeHY. VIMIlepaTop OTBepr UX, TakK I0YeMy OHa [OJIKHA XPAHUTh eMy
BEPHOCTH?

Ho 6epeMeHHOCTb — ApPYyToe feo.

[TpaBunbHee Bcero ObII0 OB TPePBaTh €€, HO B HEM MPOCHYIAch 6e3yMHAas HafieXkIa POAUTH 3TOTO
pebEHKa... A 3TO yKe OBIJIO COBCEM HHOE.

OH OB TPOTHB.

Oun CIIOPUIIY, HE 3aMedast HpI/IﬁJII/I}KaIOI.T.II/IXCH I1aros.

Korga oHU OTIOMHUIKCH, OBITIO YK€ TTO3IHO.

®o1 YxkaH, 3aKyTaHHad B IIJIalll, BCTPETUJIACh B3TIAO0M C TEMHBIMU T'JIa3aMHU.

BHepBbIe B XKM3HHU OHA yBHIEJId B 3THUX XOJIOOHBIX I''tTa3aX IIJIIaMA 683YMH01"O XKeJlaHus.

Ona 3aMepna, II40s1, KaK MyXK4YKWHa CKOIb3HYII 10 HEX B3TIISIAOM U, He 3afePKaBIIUCh, TPOIIEN
MHKMO, HeCs Ha PyKax KOT0-TO, ¥ CKPBIJICSI B OOHOM U3 KOMHAT ABopua CedaH.

— 3T0... 66111 Ero BenmuyecTBO? — gpoXKaluii My>KCKOU T'OJIOC BHIBEJI €€ U3 OIleTIeHEHUS.

lI3uHBI0AQHD!

ToT, KTO Ipo1én MuMo, OB UMIIEPaTOp!

Toro, Koro oH HEC Ha PyKaX, B TEMHOTE OBLI0 He pa3rndaneTs, HO OHa 3aMeTHUJIa €ro Caloru.

Myxckue.

dacoH OBIJT OUEeHb 3HAKOMEIM, HO OHa He MOIJIa BCIIOMHUTD, ITie ero BuAea.

BCTpeqa C UMIIEPATOPOM Obll1a HaCTOJIBKO y}KacaIOH.IefI, 4YTO OHAQ, HE PAa3OyMEIBA, 6pOCI/IHaCB
O6paTHO B CBOHX IIOKOH 1 B CTPaXe XKMOajia PaCClieJOBaHU.



Ho mpomén mens, oBa, TpH...

Hukakux BecTeil.

OHa ¢ youBIIeHHEM IIOHSIIa, YTO UMIIEPATOPY... BCE PaBHO.

Ilaxe ecnu B Ty HOYb OH HE€ DPa3ridnen uX JINI, IPKU XKeJlaHuu OH MOT OBI BCE BHISICHUTb.

Ho He Ovini0 HU pacciienoBaHud, HU OOIIPOCOB. COBHO HUYETO HE CIIy4HUJIOCE.

[TpoBensa monmecsna B yxkace, a1 UxkaH HaKOHeEIl YCIIOKOUIACh.

...lI3MHBI0AHIO BCE PaBHO, B 3TO XOpPOIIO.

OHa 5T0 3Haja.

Ho BMecTe Cc TeM B €€ OyIine pOoCiIoO HeOOBOJIBCTBO, I'NTyX0€ pa3apaxXKeHune.

OHa He TOHMMaJa ero IIPpUYXHY OO TOTO CaMOIr'0o OHA.

HpOCHYBH.II/ICB moce obefa, OHa IIOJIyjie2KaJla Ha KYIIeTKe U eJla ClafgKuu CyII. B nocnenuee BpeMsa y
Heé He OBITIO alleTUTa, U TOJIBKO CJIaKOe IIJI0 B ropJo.

B 3TOT MOMEHT €€ TIaBHBIN €BHYX IIPUHEC BECTH U3 IOMa.

Ona, mogpmepKuBaeMas CITy>KaHKOMU, cefla, ¥ €€ B3TJIA[ CIy4alHO ymal Ha ero canoru. OHa 3amepia.

BHe3amnHo eé oceHuno.

B Ty HOub LI3uHBI0OaHL HEC HA PyKax eBHYyxa!

BosHa TOUTHOTH IIOAKATHUIA K TOPITY, ¥ €€ BEIPBasio. Bech IBOpEIl IePeroIoIuiCs.

Te, KTO 3HaN €€ TallHy, — [IBE €€ TJIaBHbIE CIIyXKaHKMW, — BUAS, KaK €U IJI0X0, XOTEJIN I103BaTh
7eKapsi, HO OHa, 3aJbIXasiCh, OCTAHOBUIA UX:

— He cwmetiTe!

E€ rojoc OblsT TPOH3UTENBHBIM, OHA ¥ CaMa MCITyTanach.



Korpa Bcé yOpanu, oHa, 611eqHast, OTKMHYIACh Ha MOAYIIKY, TPUKUMAS PYKY K TPYOH.

...IlogaBrnsis He MPOXOMSIIYIO TOIITHOTY.

EBHYX... 9TO OBLT €BHYX...

B e€ pyme OymeBanu THeB u gocafa. CTONBKO XXKEHIIUH B TapeMe, U BCe OHHU... IPOUTPaJId KaKOMY-TO
IIPOKJIATOMY €BHYXY!

OHa HUKOTa He Buaesa Ha nuile LI3nHBI0aHS CIIOXKHBIX dMoIuii. OH OBIII CJTOBHO jlefdHasd CTATy4d,
ero BpO}K,E[éHHaH BJIaCTHOCTH IIOOaBIdia.

Ho B Ty HOUB...

To BcermornoIaIlee 4YyBCTBO, YTO OTPA3UIIOCh Ha JIUIEe UMIIEpaTopa, MOTJIO PACTOIIUTEL CaMBIH
KpenKuy nén. STa BOJIHA KeJlaHUS OIIeJIOMHUJIa €€, ¥ OHa He cpa3y MOHsJIa, YTO IIPOUCXONUT.

[I3uHBI0AHE TOXKEe OBLLT YeJIOBEKOM.

OHa 0TYETIUBO 3TO 0CO3HAJIA.

U pactonumn ero eBHyX.

CrpaHHBIE YyBCTBa pa3phiBaiu e€ ayury. OHa rafuia KUBOT, X Ha €€ JIKIle 0TpaXKaluCh COMHEeHHE U
HEYIOBIIETBOPEHHOE KeJlaHWe — KaTHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHa caMa He 0OCO3HaBasla.

Torga oHa ell€ He TTOHKUMaJIa, YeT0 X04YeT Ha caMoM fiefie. [10 CerofHSIIHero yTpa, Korjga oHa
OTIIPaBUJIACh B UMIIEPATOPCKUM Cafl Ha BECEHHIOO MTPOTYIIKY.

B stom OBOpIIE MOZXKHO OB1I0 60p0TbCﬂ JIMIIB 3a 0JIar0CKIOHHOCTh HMIIepaTopa. KpOMe 3TOTO,
OCTABAJIKCh JIUIIL PEeOJKKE, IOBEPXHOCTHBIE 3HAKOMCTBA, KOTOPEIE IIOAOEP2KUBAJINCh TAKUMHU BOT
IIpuUrijiallieHusiMH.

Haugamno BecHEI, B cagy pPaCIyCTUIIUCh IBETEI.

®s1t UxkaH ciymrana 00 TOBHIO HAJTOXKHHUII, YYBCTBYS CKYKy. OHa yke coOupanach yXOOuThb, KOTHa
yCIBIlIana 3aBUCTIIUBBIYA r0n0C MaiiKsHb JIi0:

— YX He 3Hal0, Kak 3To ymanock ['yidaii... Teneps maxe @3t [13 BHIHYKAEHA YCTYIaTh, 9TO XKe
Haro...



— Yto TH Takoe rosopulllb? OHa BeOb U3 pofda XyaH.

— Hy u 4T0, 4TO U3 pona XyaH? Pa3Be B 9TOM rapeme MaJjio 3HaTHHIX JeBULl? — M3iiK9Hb JI10
Iorjafuia CBOM XKUBOT. — He XxBaTaeT TOM, UTO POOUT HaclleqHUKA!

— 970 TakK, Ho Ero BenruyecTBO HUKOT{la HE CTPEMUJICS K 3TOMY...

— Xa, ecnu ceryac KTO-TO CTaHET IepBoi, 60I0Ch, BCE U3MEHUTCS.

Ipyras Hamoxuuna, buns LI351H, ¢ HoOpEIM TUIIOM, TTOKayasia rojIoBOX U B3[OXHYIIA:

— Hac Bcex Brifpasia BOOBCTBYIOIIas uMnepaTpuiia. Ero BenuyecTBy... Mbl, HaBepHOE, He HPaBUMCHI.

HpI/I 9TUX CJIOBaX OCTAJIbHBIE 3aMOJI4Yalln.

HanpHeNIe pa3roBOPhI ObIIA OTIACHHI.

HeKOTOpre MEICJTA MOKHO OBIJIO AJepZXKaTh B I'0JI0Be, HO ITPOM3HOCUTE UX BCIIYX — HUKOI'A.

Ta, 94TO IPOTrOBOPUIIACE, TOXKE IOHSJIa CBOIO OMIMOKY U 3aMojT4ara.

Tumuny zHapymuna ®ai UxaH, HeOpexkHO OPOCHUB:

— A ecnu... y Ero BenudecTtBa ecTh BO3/100I€HHEIN ?

MboiixaHb JI10, BUIUMO, He JTI0OUBIIAs TUIIUHY, TYT XK€ MOAXBATHIIA, TPUKPEIB POT PYKOM:

— Kak Takoe B03MOXHO? Hamr umMmeparTop Tak XonofeH u 6ecctpacteH. He MOTy mpeficTaBUTh,
4YTOOBI OH KOTI'0-TO JIIOOMII.

II3eroit Cro#i TX0 moOaBuia:

— BpoBcTByIOllas nMnepaTpuila HefaBHO IIPOBOAMIIA pacciiefjoBaHue B rapeme... 4 aymarna, oiasg
HaBe[leHUd MOpsgKa, HO IIOTOM YCIIbIIIana Koe-4To. — Bups, 4To BCe CIyIIaloT, OHA MPOJOJIXKHUIIa. —
Kaxertcst, rocymaphiHs caesala 3To u3-3a Ero BenuyectBa. YTOGHL... BO BCEM Pa306paThCs.

Ona TOBOPHUIIA TYMAHHO, X OCTAJIbHBIE HUYETO He ITOHAIIN.

JInwp @31 YKaH MTHOBEHHO yJI0BUJIa CMBICII.



BoTt oHO uTO!

...Ho 3Hasa ¥ BHOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTPUIla, YTo [[3uHbI0OaHb TIOOUT He XKEHIIKH, a MYXKUKUH?

9Ta MBICTIb 3apoguiia B €€ ToJIoBe 683YMHBIfI miaH. A 4To, eclu...

[Toka OHa pa3MBbILIIsLiIa, HaJl0KHULE Havyalu pacxonguTthesa. O YkKaH, paccesiHHas, OCTyIUIach Ha
CTyIleHbKax U Bpe3ajach B TOMIY.

— Au!

— Ax!

— BbonpHO...

Pa3pganuchk KpUKH, HECKOIHKO KEHIIUH YIIallu.

Bce onu ObUIM M3HEXKEHHEIMU T'OCIIOKAaMHU, He IPUBHIKIIUME K 007u. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KaK IpUOLIIH
neKapy, KapTriHa Obllla He U3 IPUSATHHIX.

Ho ot Uxkan Oblyia 3[eCh CaMOl BHICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHOM.

OcTanpHBIE, KaK OBl HU OBLIH HeJOBOJIbHEI, MOJI4YaJIM U II0O3BOJIXJIN JIEKAaPAM OCMOTPETH ce0s.

JInms ant YxkaH.

Korpga nmekaph XOTeJl IIPOINyIaTh e€ MyJibC, OHA He TI03BOJIUIa, CKa3aB, YTo yiiubia HOTY, U BeJlella
JIEYUTH TOJILKO HOTY.

Jlekapsb Ovin GeccueH.

K cuacTsio, 3T0 OB MUIIB YIINO.

Ho, BepHyBIIHCch B cBou nokou, ®ait Yxkan nouyBcTBoBasia cebs xyxe. Hus xxuBoTa TaHyno. OHa
no0JiefHeNa, TOHSB, YTO NafieHNe TI0TPEBOXKUIIO IIJIOf,.

U TyT eé BhI3Banu Bo gBopell llloykaH. BpeMenu npupymMaTh ompaBOaHue He OBITIO.

... ToT 6€3yMHBI} IIJIaH, YTO 3aPOMAUIICS B Cafly, CHOBA BCIIJIBLII B €€ CO3HAHUH.



TpeBora, 061pa, TOIIHOTA, THEB...

Bce 3Tu yyBCTBa CMeIIaNuCh, TONKasA €€ Ha CaMbId OTYasTHHBIM IIOCTYIIOK B €€ XKU3HU.

Pa3 yk uMImepaTop TEPIUT TaHble CBUAHUS B rapeMe, To...

YTo, ecny NOUTHU OabIle?

)%k

@311 [13 yKe OTUETIIMBO YyBCTBOBaJIa HEJTaAHOE.

BrmoBcTByMOIIas nMIiepaTpuila IBHO HacllaXkanach npeacTraBnenueM, ['yidait mondana, @ait Yxkau
OrmemHesa C KaxXaou CeKyHoH, a L[3uHbI0aHb...

LI3uHBI0aHb yaBIOancs.

— AX, Tax 3T0 OBljia THIL.

Cka3zaB 9T0, 0H C TI000mEITCTBOM orfisiaen ®ait YxkaH, CIIOBHO HUKOT'Ia PAHbIIE €€ He 3aMedall.

B 3TOoT MOMeHT GecirymMHO mosiBUiICS Hue XyHXKY U Iofas eMy HOX.

Bor 3HaeT, KaK eMy ynmajoch IpoHeCTH ero Bo asoper [Hloykas.

JIM10 BOOBCTBYIOLLEH UMIIEpaTPULEL ToTeMHe10. OHa nmocmoTpena Ha @31 YKaH U CIIOKOMHO
IIPOU3HEeCa:

— Wwmmnepatop, @21t UxkaHn OepeMeHHa. Henb3st pa3MaxuBaTh OPyKHeM Iepeq pe6EHKOM.

[To e€ 3HAKy HECKOJIBKO CIIyT BCTAJIX ITepel UMIIEPaTOPOM.

LI3uHBI0aHDb HpOBéJ’I IIaJIblieM IIO JIE3BUIO U HAXMYPHUIICA.

— TymoBat, — cka3an oH. — Ho coupger.

@311 UxkaH, Ka3amoch, UCIyTaNach ero CI0B ¥ 3a0uiach Briy0b KPOBATH.

— Bae BennuecTBo, 4TO BB XOTUTE CHOENIATh?



LI3uHBI0aHb YIUBIEHHO ITOOHSIT OPOBb.

— O®s31 YKaH, 4TO XKe THl B CBOM I'OMBl yKe IMaMATHI0 CTpajaels? 4 Ke cKkasal, X04y JIMYHO YBULETD,
KaK BHITJISITAT PEOEHOK.

— Baie BenuuectBo, Korga pe6éHOK POOUTCHA, BEI €TI0 YBUIUTE. He HY2KHO TakK... TOPOIIUTLCA, —
BEITIAJINJIa OHA.

E€ B3rmsa METHYJICS K BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMITepATPHUILIE, TOJIOC CTANI TIIYXUM.

— Beqb B Ty NTyHHYI0 HOYb Bbl TOBOPUJIY HE TakK.

Pa3 yx gouwno go aToro, oHa Ovlja TOTOBa Ha BCE. Heyxkemnu uMnepaTop He OOUTCS, YTO OHa BCE
pacckaxeT?

Ecnu BHOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpATPUIlA Y3HAET, OHA 3TOTO TaK HE OCTABUT.

OHa 3HaJla — TOCyJaphH HEHaBUOUT LI3MHBIOAHS.

HecMmoTps Ha ero cioBa, OHa He Bepuia, YTO OH OCMEJIUTCS YTO-TO CHeliaTh Bo ABopie IlloykaH.

OTO Bedb MMOKOU BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPUIIHI!

Pa3Be He Tak crnacniachk B CBOE BpeMsi buHb Ciol, YKPBIBIIUCDH 30ECH?

OHa Tak oyMaljia. U BOOBCTBYIOIIIdA UMIIEPATPHUIld AYMaJla TdK XKe.

B moxkosix BOIlapHIIaCh THUIINHA.

[Tocne e€ cioB aTMocdepa CTajla CTPAaHHOM, THETYLIEH.

Bce MHCTUHKTUBHO ITOCMOTPENH Ha LI3vHBI0aH .

OH HeTOPOIIUBO IIEJ K KpoBaTH. Illaru ero ObUIM JIETKUMHY, HO KaXKIbIM OTHABAJICS B CEPAIE
TSI2KEIIBIM, 3JI0BEIIUM yIapoM.

beaMmonBHOE laBneHUE HapacCTaJIo, Ka3aJIOChk, OH MO2KET IIPOJIOMUTH IIOJI.

O®os11 YzkaH 3a0bIXalach.



Ona x0Tena 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO C YZKaCOM IIOHsJIa, YTO I'OPJIO CJIOBHO CBEIJIO.

— 4 melCTBUTEINBHO II0XKaJell, — yCIIbIIIana OHa JIesSHOM ronoc, CKpeOyIui o KocTsaM. — HykHO
OBITIO CHaYasla BEIPBATh Te0e ria3a.

)%k

— OX...

Ts3k€mpIf B3OOX 3acTaBuiI ['yII9Ha, 3yOPUBIIEr0 KHUTY, MOANPHITHYTh. YT0 9T0 LI3MHYXKI € yTpa Tak
B3IBIXaeT?

]_[3I/IH‘-I}K3 y6paﬂ METIIy U IIPUHAJICSA 3arubaThb II1aJIBIIEI.

Ho Kak oH HM cumuTaJl, BLIXOOUJIO, YTO CETONHS CHOBA OBANLIATh IIATOE YUCIIO.

Bpemsi meTUT CIUIIKOM OBICTPO.

OH TIOTSHYJICS, CTOSI Ha BepaH/ie, ¥ 3agyMaJiCs: CTOUT JIU CETOOHS BEIXOOUTH?

Ecnu on BcTpetut XKyH LI310... 4TO eMy CKa3aThb?

[TocToMTe, OH Ke CKa3all, YTO eMy HYKHO MOOLITh ogHOMY. A uTo, ecnu KyH 1310 He mpumeT?

MoxkeT, CHayalla 3aiTH B yIIpaBlIeHHUE MO0 3aKynKaM K YK9H XyHY?

MEICTTH POUIIHCH B €70 TOJIOBE, HO OH, He MeIllKasi, Halui ce0e OO0JIBIION CTaKaH BOILI ¥ IPHUHSIICS
KaOHO MIUTE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BJIE€TEJ1 [13HE, BTOJIKHYB BHYTPDb FYH.ISHa.

[lBepb 3aXJIONHyIacCh, 3allePeB UX BCeX — U XyaunuHa C LI3uHYKS — BHYTpPH.

LI3uHYK3 efBa He IOMEePXHYJIICS.

— Kyna tak cnemuTs? OnsATh YTO-TO CIYUUIOCH?

YTpoMm oHu yOupasnu B 3allagHOM IBOPIIE U BEPHYIKUCH yCTaBIKe. Eciu Ol TOSBUIOCH HOBOE MIeJI0, OH
OLI 3HAJL.



— BuI cnpimanu? — 3agbixasich, mporoBopun lIusub. — Buepa Bo mBopile IlloykaH uMiepaTop youn
yejoBeka!

— Yro?! — BcKpuKHYIN ['yII3H U TyT XKe 3axKan cebe poT.

O ToM, YTO OTHOIIEHUS MexXay LI3nHbI0aHEeM U BIOBCTBYIOIIEH NMIEpATPUIIEH IIJIOXKUE, 3HAJIA BCE.
Ho kak Ovl TO HU OBITIO, IPUIUYKS OHU COOITIOHAIH.

MMmepaTop, XOTh U CKPEIs CEPAlle, OKa3kBaJl Mayexe JOIKHOe YBaKeHHe.

— XoTsa 3allpeT IMocCellaTh OBOpeEL LIpiHuH OBLIT BeTHMYAMIINM YHUXKEHHUEM.

Ho y6uth dyenoBeka Bo gBopue Illoykau?

Haxe nms 6e3yMHOro L[3MHBI0AHS 9TO OBIIO CITUIITKOM.

— Koro younu? U 3a 4T0? — 0CTOPOKHO cIpocun LI3uHYK3.

Ha nuue lusng 3acThT y&Kac.

— ®ouit Yxkaw.

— Os1 Yxkan? — XysUIIUH TOXe U3MEeHUICS B ulle. — Ho Kak... OHa ke u3 poga YxaH!

Ponm YkxaH OBIJT OMHUM U3 BEJIUKUX.

XO0Tb ¥ He TaKUM BIUSATeNbHBIM, KaK BaH, Ly unu [lIsHb, HO BCE Ke U3BECTHHIM.

Ecnu LI3uHbBIOAHb YGBéT HAJIOXKHHULTY 0e3 IIPUYHNHEI, JaXKe OH, UMIIepaTop, CTOJIKHETCS C OCYXOeHunem
YHNHOBHHKOB.

— Ecnu ObI 51 BCE 3HAJ, MeHS OBl y2Ke B JKUBHIX He ObIJI0, — TOPHKO yCMexXHYcs [1I13Hb.

— OTKyna TH y3Han? — HaxMypuics L[3uHYK.

Y Illusus ObII0 MHOTO 3HAKOMEIX, 1 €T'0 CBeeHUs Bcerga ObUIx TouHee. Ho OT MCTOYHMKA 3aBHCeNIa U
IOCTOBEPHOCT.

— Ot mopeii ¢ IMIiepaTopCKoOM KyXHU. YTPOM U3 NOKOeB (P31 YKaH HUKTO He MPUILIEN 3a efiol, TaK U



y3HaIu.

[I31HYXKS JOIUI BOAY.

— 3TO [IeJo BHI30BET 0O0JIBITION IIepPeIroyioX. XOTb HaC OHO U He KaCaeTCsd, HO eClu HAQ4YHYT
pa36HpaTbc;{, MO2XET U HaM JOCTaTbCA. By,t[bTe OCTOPO2KHEI, HE TOBOPHUTE JIMIIHETO.

Pa3 HOBOCTE 0 BUepalIHeM IMPOUCIIECTBUM [OIIJIa 0 [BOPIIOB TOIHKO CETONHS YyTPOM, 3HAUUT, €€
IIBITATUCH CKPHITh.

[IIus3Hb ¥ OCTaIbHEIE 3aKUBaIH. [IJIs1 9TOT0 OH M IpHuOexKail.

[I3uHYK3 IoCcMOTpes Ha He60 — CKOPO HYKHO OBIIO UATH oTMedaThes K 1[3aH L3unsMuny. OH
TIOIPOIIAJICS U IOCIELNT K HeMY.

Ceropust 1[3gH LI3uHbMUH OBITT MpauyHee Ty4H.

— Ceiiuac mo#méInsb 1 BEIOepeIb Toae, — XMypo Besen oH [I3uHYK3. — OCTOPOKHBIX U
HebonTnuBLIX. [ToinéTe co MHOM.

[I3uHYXKS cpa3y IOHAJ, YTO 3TO CBA3aHO C paccka3oM [lusns.

Ou Mojya Bhimien u BeiOpan moneit. Hu [1Iusub, Hu ['YIISH B UX YKCIIO He TIOMalu.

Onn YMEJIN XPaHUTh TaI;IHbI, HO H35{H I_[3I/IHBMI/IH 3HAJl UX HPaB U B TAaKOM [ieJie JOBEPATH UM HE MOT.

YBumes, uTo LI3UHYXKS BbI6p8.J'I CaMBIX CIIOKOMHEBIX 1 COEepPXKaHHBIX, OH KUBHYII.

Bckope OH TIOBEI OTPSIA U3 IIECTU-CEMHU YETIOBEK MPOYb.

LI3uHYXK3 11671, OMyCTHB TOJIOBY, HE TJISAS IO CTOPOHAM M He 3aflaBast BOIIPOCOB. Korma B HOC ymapui
T'YCTOM 3amaX KPOBH, OH 3aKPHLT I'JIa3a.

Taxk 1 ecTn.

3sH [I3MHEMUH TPUBEN UX Ha MECTO KPOBABOH OOMHHU.

9710 OpUIM TTOKOU D311 YxkaH.



Hanoxuwura eeé PpaHTa uMejla IBYX I''iIaBHBIX €BHYXOB, T-IeTI:»IpéX TJIaBHBIX CIIY2KaHOK 1 OecuuncieHHOe
MHOZKEeCTBO IIPUCIIYTH PDAHT'OM HH2XKeE.

Celiyac Xe 31eCh LIapUJIo 3allyCTeHNUe U KPOBb.

Ten yxe He 610, HO cefbl 60WHY 0cTanuch. KpoBb, GPHI3HYBLIAS Ha CTEHbBI, 6€3MOJIBHO
CBU[IETE/TECTBOBAJIA O BYEPAIIHEM yZKace.

— [enaiTe, 4TO MOMXKHO, — TJIyX0 IpousHéc L[3sH LI3uHbMuH, — He GonTaiiTe, He Taseite. Ecnu
YTO, HE TOBOPUTE, UTO 5 He MpeaynpexRmat!

LI3MHY2KS ¥ OCTaIbHBIE ITOKJIOHUIINCh.

Onm Moj4a y6upasy go caMoro 3akaTa. Korpa cojHIle CKPEUIOCH 3a TOPH30HTOM, JBOPEL] CHOBA
00pEJ CBOY IPEeXXHUY BUM, CIIOBHO C YXOLOM KPOBHU MCUYe3JIa U JKEeCTOKOCTb.

[To nmytu Ha3ax LI3sH [[3MHBMIUH CHOBa UX IIPEIOCTEPET U, pa3faB KakAoMy Harpaay, OTIIyCTHII.

JInmy 1I3MHYK3 ocTascs.

— LI3uHYK3, — C TPEBOTOM B r'0JIoce CKa3aj OH, — B OJMKalIlie THY BHUMATEIbHO CIIeN 3a
yIIpaBJIeHUEM 10 HaA30pY 3a ABOPIIOBEIMHU 3ajlaMu. Ec/iu 4TO He TaK, cpaldy Xke CooO0Imail MHe.

[I3MHYXKS KUBHYII.

113511 LI3UHBbMUH CHU[Ie], HAXMYPUBIIUCH, 0 YEM-TO pa3MHIIIIAs. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs OH
B3[IOXHYJL

— A TH HU 0 YEM He CIIpallliBaellb.

— KoneuHo, MHe m000mbITHO. HO XKU3HB mOpOXKe.

— Ecnu Ov1 Bce OBIIM TAaKUMU IOHSTIUBHIMU, — MPayvyHO NMpou3Hec 113sH LI3unpMuH. — JIafiHO, TaKoe
[leJI0 BCE paBHO He yTaullb. — OH OTKMHYJICS Ha CIMHKY CTyNa. — ®aif UkaH MepTBa.

[laxe ycCnblllIaB 5TO CHOBa, L[3MHYXKS OYyBCTBOBAJI CTpPax.

— OTO... HECYaCTHBIY Clay4dau?

— 3a4eM NPUTBOPATHCA? — yCcMexHyscsa L3saH LI3uapMuH. — [JyMaellb, BEl 3PS LeJIbl eHb TaM



ybupamnu?

LI3MHYXK3 TIOTEP PYKY U TOPBHKO YILIOHYIICS.

— Bcé CJIy4HJIOCh BO ABOPIIE ].HOYKaH. Ona yMepJiia B TOT XK€ OEeHb, U BCIO eé IIPUCIIyTYy BEIPE3aJin.
FOBOpHT, BOOBCTBYIOIIAdA UMIIEPATPHIld OYE€Hb, OUYE€Hb HEJOBOJIbHA.

I3unuxk3 nomonyan. Ecinu aTo npon3ouio Bo geopue lloykaH, To 0Ha He IIPOCTO HEOBOJIbHA.

Osna B pOCTH.

[Tpumep gBopiia YsHXyaHb OB Y BCEX Ha BUAY.

Y0uB yesioBeka B €€ MOKO0AX, lI3MHbI0aHb IOKa3a, YTO HA BO YTO €€ He CTaBUT.

— ...Ho Begp Ero BenuuecTBo HUKOTIa HE UHTEPECOBAJICS rapeMoM? — He BhifiepxkKan L[3uHYXK).

— KT0 3HaeT, — ropeko ycMmexnyncs Li3su 1[3unbMuH. STy TallHy 3HAJIX JIUIIb T€, KTO GBI TaM.

LI3uHYK3 yIIEN, TaK ¥ He MOHSAB 10 KOHIA, YTO ITPOU30IILIIO.

Ho ato gemno ux He Kacanock. OH IOTEP HOWILIYIO PYKY U PELIWI 3alTH B yIPaBlIeHue 10 3aKynKaM K
Yx9H XyHY.

Hecmotps Ha cymartoxy, oH 6eciokouncs o... 2KyH L131o.

Benp OH m3 MMYHOU rBapAuy UMIIEpATOpa.

YyacTBOBaJI 11 OH BO BYepaIIHEM?

Ho cToumo emy BHIMTH, KaK OH HaTKHYJCS Ha 2KyH 1310, HECIIEIIIHO UAYIIETO 10 IBOPIIOBOM HOPOTeE.

LI3MHYK3, KOTOPBIH BCIO TOPOTY MEICJIEHHO TOTOBHJICS K BCTpede, OT UCIyra Pa3BepHYJICT U
Opocumncs 6exaTs.

...IloctorTe.

3aueM OH 0exXuTt?



9TO HENPaBUJIBHO.

Hy>xH0 o3gopoBaThCs.

OO6GCynuTh BCE, TOTOBOPHUTS.

[ToBTOPHB 3TO PO cebsT HECKOIBKO Pa3, OH Pa3BEPHYJICS U Bpe3asics B TBEPAYI0 rpyab 2KyH L1310.

...KoTopsiit pas?

9TO yKe KOTOpHIH pas3!

LI3uHYKS MOTEP YIUOIeHHBIN HOC ¥ HaIlaJl IePBBIM:

— Trl moYeMy XOmuIlb 6eciryMHO!

— 3TO THI UOEIIE CIUIIKOM MEJIeHHO.

L3mHYKS OKHHYIJI B3rI4O0M €ro BBICOKHM POCT, IIOCMOTPEI Ha C66H, CHOBA Ha HET0 1 BCIILIXHYII.

— YT0 TONKY OBITH TAKUM BEICOKMM? BOT KaK y MeHsI — B CaMblii pas.

KyH 1310 1oCcIenoBall ero IpuMepy U BHUMAaTEJIbHO OTJIAMIENI ero ¢ HOor 1o royioBel. Korga L[3uHYXKS
yKe ToToB Obln cOexXaTh, OH Me[IJIEHHO KUBHYII.

— JleCTBUTENbHO, B CAMBIM Pas.

OOHMMaThL 0OYeHb YOOOHO.

VimeanbHO TIOMeIAETCS B pyKaX, KaXK/bli u3rub, Kaxaas JTUHUS.

LI3MHYK3 MTHOBEHHO TIOHSJI, O Y€M OH, ¥, BCIIOMHKB HOBOTOMHIOI0 HOYb, TIOKPacHEes 00 KOHYNKOB
yILIen.

Emé Buepa, maxe mocie pa3roBopa ¢ MuHBIOEM, OH OB TOUHO cOexkas. Ho ceriuac ero BOJIHOBAJIO
npyroe. OH ormnsgpencs u, yoOeIUBIIKACh, YTO HUKOTO HET, 3aTarmui 2KyH L[310 B TeHb.

CorHIle caguiIocCh, ajblf 3aKaT MOTJIOIIA TyCKHeoIee Hebo.



— Tol Buepa Owi1 ¢ Ero BenmuuectBoM Bo mBopile Illoykan?

KyH 11310 IPUKPEIT POT PYKOU U 3€BHYIL.

— Kaxercst, Ob171, — HEOPEXKHO OTBETHII OH.

— YT0 3HAYUT «KaxkeTcs»? — LI3MHYKI CepauTo MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero U MOHU3uI rojgoc. — C ToOok. ..
HUAYEro He CIIy4YuJIoCh?

— A 4TO JOJIKHO OBIIO CJ'IY‘-II/ITBCFI? — B €r'0 roJjioCe IIpoO3By4ajio YOUBJIEHUE.

— Ox, — LI3uHYK9, He XKeJlasl TPAaTUTh BpeMS Ha CJI0Ba, IIPUHSJICS €T0 OLIYTIHBaTh. YOEeIUBIIKUCH, UTO
OH I1IeJI, OH B3[OXHYJ ¢ o0neryenneM. — Korpa gBa Turpa mepyTcs, 00mbIlle BCETO JOCTAETCS TEM, KTO
psImoM.

[Tpucnyra ®sit YKaH — Iy4mui ToMy npuMmep!

}KYH 11310, Ka3aI0Ch, TOJIBKO Cerldac MOHSI ero 6ecmokoicTBo. Ero ToH CTPAHHO U3MEHUJICA.

— LI3uHYK3, — IIPOU3HEC OH €ro UM TakK, CJIOBHO 9TO OBUI KyCOUEeK apOMaTHOM CIafoCTH, Talolel
Ha A3LIKE.

Cepane LI3MHYK3 CTPAHHO APOTHYI0. ITO OBIIO HEYI0BUMOe, 00MaHYKUBOE YYBCTBO.

Ho oH yxe 3HaJ, 4T0 3TO He 0OMaH.

Panrme, pagom ¢ 2KyH L1310, OH MHOT'0O pa3 4yBCTBOBAJI 3TO, HO BCerja UTHOPUPOBAJI.

[IpenuyBCcTBHE ONTACHOCTH.

2Kyn 11310 G171 HEBEPOSITHO OIACEH.

OH He OBIJI TOX0XK HU Ha OMHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOpOoro [I3uHYKS 3HAT PaHkbIIIe.

OH JOomIXKeH...

Borneie OOBEPATHL CBOEMY UYTHIO.

LI3uHYK3 IomKal I'yOsl U, OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY, CIIPOCHIT:



— Yto?

2Kyn 11310 MmegnenHo npubnususcs. Ero nérkue maru cos3maBaayd CTPAaHHOe IaBIeHNUe.

LI3uHYK9 YYBCTBOBAJI 9TO, HO YIPSIMO He OTCTYIall.

Ecnu XKyH 11310 CHOBa HAYHET TOBOPUTH CBOM HEIIPaBUJIbHEIE BEIllH, BPOJie «s He BUHOBAT U
M3BHHSATHCS He Oyay», OH ero TO4HO yfa...

— Teot 6Goumniscs MeHsT, — ckasan 2KyH 11310. B ero xo10qHOM T'0j10Ce CHIBIIIAIach ycMelIKa. — Thl Bedb
3Haelllb, YTO 51 He MOOpHIH U He C1abBblii.

OH HOmHSI PYKY ¥ KOCHYJICS IeKu LI3uHYK).

[Tpu6MU3uUBIIKCH, OH OKYTaJ ero CBoei X0JI0OMHOM, YAyIIaoIlel KpacoTOoM.

JIérkoe IIPUKOCHOBEHNE BEI3BAJIO IMEKOTKY, U LI3uHYK3 3aX0TEI0Ch OTCTPAHUTHCA... HO IIPOXJIada
€ro IaJIbIEB BEPHYIIA 3HAKOMBIN 03HOO.

— Tebe cTout 6eCcroKoOuTLCS He 000 MHE.

Ia.

Bmecto Toro uToOnl 6ecriokouThes 0 2KyH 1310, LI3uHYKS [0onKeH OblJT CKOPOETh O TEX, YbS KPOBb
IIPOJIMIIACH Ha 3eMITIO.

OuHu Bedb OBLITH JKUBEIMHU JIIOIbMH.

— ...Ho 51 ux He 3Haw0, — mpouenTtasn LI3uHYKS.

MHe He BCE paBHO, 4TO OymeT ¢ ToOOM.

U torpa on ycnwiman cMex XKyH 1310.

Tuxuid, CO CTPaHHBIM B300XOM.

— Tl HE IEPECTAENIh MEHS YOUBISATS.

Huorga 2KyH L1310 X0Ten pa3opBaTh €ro Ha 4acCTH.



CMepr — 9TO UCTHUHHOe oOnaganue. Kak ero mars, KOTOPadA BCEraa IIbITalIaCh €TI0 YGI/ITL.

9T0 OBUT HACTOSIITUN KOHTPOIIb.

9Ta XKeCTOKOCTh TEKJIA B ero XKuiax. [logaBinsis onacHoe, 0e3yMHOe XeJlaHKWe, OH IIPUKAJICS rydaMu
K 1mee LI3mHYKS.

[Tynbcupyiomas XKu3Hb, CIagKuil apoMar.

CoBHO ITpUKacaeIbes K XPYIKOMY JUKOMY I[BETKY.

On YIIPpAMO LETIIANICA 3a 2KU3Hb, IIYCTUB KOPHU Y ITIOOHO2XKW A CTEHHI. Kax[pii ero nuCcToK OBLIT
COBEPIIIEHEH.

Kankuy ¥ IpeKpacCHHIH.

HeBepoaTHO XpYyIKUY, HO YIPSIMBIU.

Briepsrie B xxu3HU 2KyH 1310 UCIIBEITAJI TO, YTO HA3BLIBAIOT. ..

ZKasocThio.

Emy 651710 Kanb LI3MHYKS.

HOTOMY YTO €My Ha IIYTHU BCTPETHUJICA TaKOl HEHaCBITHHIH, HE 3HaIOH.II/II7I MEPEI MOHCTP.
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