'maBa 23. 310 4TO, 0OMEH JTIOOOBHBIMU HapaMu?

JIro UK34KM 3HAJ TONBKO OOHO: 3Melika ero xkasneeT. OTKyma eMy ObIJIO IoTafaThCsl, YTO TOT IIPOCTO
X0YeT yJI0KUTh ero 06paTHo B mocTenb? OH ellle ¥ IOXBaJIUI ero:

— 3MeliKa TaKOM MOJIOHEN, TaK YUCTO BCE BRICTUPAIT.

Ia s Tebsi, MaTh TBOIO, HE XBAJIUTHCS IIPOCHII, @ 0OPaATHO 1eYb!

XBOCT CHOBA IIJIECHYJ B HETO BOHOM. IIycTh OPHI3T OBITIO COBCEM UYTh-uyTh, JIt0 YKIUKM U TAK ITOHSI,
4YTO 3MelKa CepauTCcs. PeluB, 4TO OXBaIUI HEAOCTAaTOYHO, OH TYT ke IIOABICKAJl Apyrue CJIoBa:

— 3MelKa B CTOJIb JOHOM BO3pacTe yKe yMeeT Tak 3a00TUThCS 0 Apyrux. Korma-HuOyns, Haiigg cebe
Mao-CIyTHUKA, THl HaBepHsKa Oymelns Oepedb MpeKpacHe#IIero Kpacasia Ha CBeTe KakK COKPOBHIIIE,
¥ Ballla XKU3Hb OygeT mogo0Ha rapMOHUY IUTPHL U C3.

XBOCT yXke IIOAHAJI BOLY, HO, PACCJIBIIIAB, 3a YTO UMEHHO ero xBaiaT, Mo fHb BOBpeMs 3aMep.

TEL... TBI, MaTh TBOIO, TOMeHbIe TYT OosTait! He mymai, 4To s He cTaHy Te0sl pyraTh TOJBKO IIOTOMY,
YTO TH HArOBOPHUJI IPUATHOTO!

I[TomMeTHuB BCe 3TH MeNKHUeE OBUKeHUd, JI10 YKauxKu penini, 9TO BEPHO HaIllyIlaJl ITI0OOX0O, 1
IIPUHAJTICA XBAJIUTh €TI0 OaJIbIIIE.

— 4 nmuue yuy Tebsl yTH COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUS U YKPEIJIEHUIO Cepalla, a 3MeliKa caM CcyMen
TIOCTHUYb, YTO JIUIIb Yepe3 TPYH 3aKanseTcs ayX. C Tako¥M MPOHUIATETFHOCTHIO TH OTHAKIEI
HEeIPEMEHHO CTaHeIllb OOHUM U3 BeIMYalIIuX MOTY4YHUX MacTepoB BO Bcex IllecTu Mupax.

— Cenyac THI JIUIH eIre He IPHUHSI YeJI0BeYeCKri 001K, HO KOTa MpuMeIlb, 3MelKa 1 B
COBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHMY, ¥ B HPaBe IIPEeB30MIeT 0OLIYHAIX JTI0fiel, @ KpacoToX OyHeT IMOUCTHHE
OecromobeH — 4YUCT, KaK BeTep U JIyHa, IPSIM, KaK COCHa U U3yMpPyAHLEIM 0aMOyK. He 3Hatw maxe,
CKOJIBKO Cepfell Thl CBEMEIb C YMa...

Mo fHb pomuncs 0eMOHOM, a IT03xXKe, cTaB [leMOHHYeCKUM Brageikoid, Tpocibil Bo Beex Illectu
MUpax BeJIuKuM OencTBueM. Kyna HU SBUTCS — Be3[ie OOHO U TO Ke: BCe TOTOBH OPOCUTHLCS Ha HETo C
Kpukamu. OH IPUBHIK JIUIIb 0€CUTH JIIOIeH 10 3yO0OBHOT'0 CKPEKETa U CIIbIIIATE IPOKISATHUS, a He
IIOXBAJIHL.

U BoT Temeps epen HUM — Iienasi Yepela NPUSATHEIX, U3SIMIHEIX CJIOB, [ ellle ¥ U3 YCT 3aKJIATOrO0
Bpara, fia ellle Tak UCKpeHHe. Briciymas BcE 310, Mo fIHb U gyMaTh 3a0bljI, KaK BOOOIIE PYraloTCs.

[Toxg 5TUM XONIOOHBIM, CIIOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM €r0 qeuryda 6y'I[TO BOT-BOT OOJIZKHa OBlya BEICEYD HNCKPHI.



EMy 10 cMepTH 3aX0TeJI0Ch MPSIMO Ceidac OTPACTUTh BOCEMb PYK U BCEMHU PAa30M CTHPATh eMy
omexmy.

Pa3se mor JIto Yk34xku 5TOr0 He 3aMeTUTh? OH MOHUMAIOIle KUBHYII.

BoT oHO 4TO. 3MeliKa He MOPOCEHOK — CKOpee YK MaJeHbKU# OCIUK. Ero Haflo TJIaguTh II0 IIEPCTKE.

CaMm Toro He 3aMeTuB, JIt0 YK34YKM OCBOMJ BEPHBIM CII0COO BOCIIUTHBATH 3MelKy. OH 1 6e3 TOro Ol
13 TeX, KTO BEPUT: JIUIIhL YCepAue U TPy HAellaloT YejloBeKa JOCTOMHLIM, TaK 4TO 0amoBaTh 3MEUKy
BOBCe He coOuparscsa. HaipoTuB — XOTeJI ¢ MaJibIX JIET IPUYUYUTH €ro K TATOTaM, YTOOBI TOT 3aKasIuil
XapakTep 4 B 6ymyiieM He OTCTynas nepen 6egaMu, yMell BHIepKaTh U BETED, U OOKIb.

Tak uto Mo fAHb TyT XKe ocTascs 0e3 mepenbnKky. ToNbKO-TOJIBKO 3aKOHYUII CO CTUPKOX — a JIio
YxkauxKHU ykKe OepeTcs nepecTunaTh noctenb. OH YKyCHUII €T0 3a PyKas, Bejlesl He geflaTh 3TOT0 — TOT
He mociymuan. [Tonpo6oBan caM — U Tak HafopBaJICs, YTO CHOBA 3aKalllIsAJCs KpoBbio. B utore Mo
HAHI0 IPUIIIOCH B3ATHCA 3a AeJI0 JIUYHO.

3Mest, KOTOpas cama Oblyla MEHbIIIE Kpasi ofiesiyia, YMyAPHUIach IMOAIEIUTh TacThi0 BCIO TOCTEh,
CBEPHYTb CTApOe, TIOCTENTUTh HOBOE U IIPUBECTH B TIOPSIOK BCE JI0XKe IenuKoM. ITox moxBanamu JIo
YK94XKM OH TPYIUIICS BCE YCepOHEE U yCepaHee.

B cnanmbHe Ob1710 4TO MpuOUpaTh. Mo AHb KUl rpy0o 1 HeOPEeKHO, TaK YTO OECIOPSIOK apuil
noBciony. JIto YKa4KK CMOTPETH Ha 3TO CIIOKOMHO HE MOT U PEIINIT HABECTH IMOPSIAOK C CAMOTO
Havalla — CliepBa IOAOIIeN K TUChbMEHHOMY CTOJIY, KOTOPBIM IT0JIb30BaIMCh Yallle BCETO.

Ho ctoumo emy npuGnIu3uThCs, KaK OH YBUJIEN Ha CTOJIe COOCTBEHHEIN MOPTPET. [IyCTh He KUBOU 10
COBEPIIIEHCTBA, HO BeCbMa yAayHbIi. TOIBKO BOT Ma30K TYIIXA BCE UCIIOPTHII, a IIOMIOJ O TaK U
OCTaJICS HeJOPUCOBAHHBIM.

OH 3aMep, yCTaBUBIINCH Ha PUCYHOK. A Mo {Hb B 3TOT MUT TOXK€ BCIIOMHUJI, 4YEM 3aHUMAJICS [0
TOTO, KaK TOT OYHYJICS, ¥ BCS €ro 3MerHas Tyllla Hadalla HeyoepKMUMO HaIuBaThCs XXKapOoM.

[TpoknsTee... [TomacThCs C TONUYHLIM 3@ TEM, UTO PUCYEIllb IIOPTPET CBOETO 3aK/ISATOTO Bpara, — 3TO
’Ke, MaThb TBOIO, KaKOu I030p!

— 3MeliKa TaK XOPOIIIO PUCYET, — HE TOJILKO CKa3an JIto UKI4XKHU, HO ellle U B3I TOPTPET B PYKH,
yTOOBI BHEMATEIFHO PACCMOTPETh. UeM HoJIbille CMOTPEJI, TEM CHUJIbHee PagoBajics. BrIpaxkeHue
JIUIA TTOYTH He U3MEHMIIOCH, 3aTO TJla3a 3aCUsyii. — 3HA4YuT, 3MerKa Tak cKydJas mo MHe? Tak
CHJIBHO JTIOOUT MEeHS?

CxkazaB 3T0, OH OepekHO yOpasl pUCYHOK, a 3aTeM MOomHsT Mo fHS ¥ mpsSMO B 3MEUHBIN POT
YMOKHY]I.



— W s mo6mio 3melky. bornbliiie Bcex m00m0 3MEUKY.

OH He nran. B aToM MUpe ero HUUTO He JepxKaJlo: HU POOHBIX, HU APYy3€el, HU NpUBsA3aHHOCTEU. K
MHDCKHM BelllaM OH TOXe OblJI paBHOAYILIEH. M Telleps efUHCTBEHHEIM, YTO OBLIO €My JOpOro,
oCTaBajlach TOJIBKO 3Ta MaJjieHbKas 3MelKa B ero pykax. Tak 4To u j11000Bb ero Oblna eqUHCTBEHHOU
— U CaMO¥ CUJIBHOM.

THL... TH Kyfda Lenyeib-To, JIto Yxksuxu?! He 3apriBaiics!

‘{emy;{ Mo fAHs 3amnbinana elle CUIbHee. BLICYHYB SA3BIK, OH IIPUHAJICA APOCTHO BO3PAXKaTk.

Kro o tebe ckyuan? Kto Tebs mobut? A TBoi 3aknsAThHH Bpar! Tl MHe [0 CMEPTH Hapmoer!

Ecnu Gbl TyT OB elle KTO-HUOYOb, ma s OBI, myMaellb, Tebs pucoBa?!

— Mya.

JIro Ykauxy 6€3 BCIKUX LIePEeMOHUN YMOKHYJI ¥ €r0 BEICYHYTHIN SI3HIK.

Mo d#Hs: ...

W3Bpaienen! He Hago 65110 BoOOIIE 1aBaTh EMY OUHYThCS!

— [TopTpeT oueHb KpacUBHIM, TOIBKO HE 3aKOHUEHHBIN. 3MeliKa, HapuCyelllb MHE ellle OOUH?

JT10 YK94KH CIIPOCHIT TaK eCTECTBEHHO, OYATO peyb Ija 0 caMol 0OBIYHOM Beuu. Mo fHb ke
BLITAPAIIUIICSA Ha HEro BO BCe IJla3a.

ThI, MaTh TBOIO, KeM ce0s1 Bo3omHun? f, [lemonndyeckuii Bnagrika, Tebe He XymoxkHUK! CKazam —
HapUCYH, U g cpasy gomkeH? Kto Tebe man Takylo Ha...

— Xopomm# 3MeliKa, Hy HapuCyy MHe ellle OOUH...

JTro U942y ObT COBCeM c1al, ¥ TOI0C ero Toxe ociabesn. OT MaleHIero OIBU2KEHUSA OH Ha4YHWHAJI
3aJbIXaThCsA, TOBOPUJI MEONIEHHO, IIPOTAZKHO — M OTTOI'O 3TO 3BYy4aJIO IIOYTH KaK JIaCKOBasi r[p00b6a.

MsSrkKocTb — 9TO erle mondenrl. ['MaBHOE, JaXe XOIOOHbIM eT0 T'0JIOC He MOT CKPHITh, UTO B HEM
IIPOCKAJTh3KIBAJIO HEUTO... TOYTH KOKETIIHUBOE.

Korma Takoi He3eMHOH KpacaBell — J1a elre ¥ ObIBIINE 3aKJISTHE Bpar — CTOUT Iepe[ To0oH



cnalbl, XPYNKu#, ToOYHO CHIIM, MPHUKKUMAIONIAs JIafoHb K CEPAIy, U ellle TakK IPoCUT, Mo fIHb XOTh
3y0bI cebe KPOIKM — YCTOSTh BCE PABHO HE CMOT.

Hy... Hy xopoio. 3ToT Bnagrika Tak u OBITh, C BEIMKOM HEOXOTOU HapucyeT Tebe ellle OfuH.

3MeliKa KUBHYJ Y HEro Ha JlafoHu. I'na3a JIro Yxauxu 3acusiu elle gpuye. OKUHYB KOMHATY
B3TJISIIOM, OH BEIOpas MeCcTo, KOTOpPOe Yallle BCero Iolafanoch Ha Ila3a, ¥ yKas3al Ha CTeHYy y
KpOBaTu:

— 3MeliKa, KOTr[ia 3aKOHYMUIIL, S IMOBeEILy IIOPTPET 3aeCh, U KaXXObIi OeHb GYI[y BHOETH BIIOZKEHHOE B
HEeTro0 YyBCTBO, KOTOPO€ ThI MHE IIOOAPHUII.

HeTpynHo ObLJI0 3aMETUTh, YTO TOBOPHUJI OH OT YUCTOTO CEPAlla, UCKPEeHHe — MOUTU C Oe33aBeTHOMI
OTKPHITOCTHI0. Mo IHB MO-TIpekHEMY He TIOHMMaJl, I0YeMy TOT Tak [H00p K KaKOW-TO MaJeHbKO!
3Mee, T0UeMY BBIIENSET ee CPeOy BCeX U OTHAET e Bcio Aayury. Ho BEIHYXKEH ObUT TPU3HATh:

3TO, YePT BO3bMHU, OBIJIO YEPTOBCKU IIPUSTHO.

— 3MeliKa IOJapUT MHe IIOPTPET, a g nopapio 3Menke... — JIro YK94Xu HeHaOo/Ir0 3afyMascs,
3aTeM paclaxHyJl BOPOT U CHSAJI C ey He(PUTOBEIM KyJIOH, IOBECUB €r0 Ha Hero. — Korga g npuien
CIo[la, OH yKe OBLI IpU MHe. JTO He KaKasi-TO JparolleHHas peJKOCThb, HO Bellb JINYHas, HOCUMas
mpu cebe. CunTaii, 3TO TOXKe 3HAK MOETO Cepplia.

Mo {dHb omycTun B3rIAM Ha KyNnoH. Ha HedpuTe elile XpaHUIOCh ero Temo. Y [leMoHu4ecKuit
Brnaprika, mpourenimuit yepe3 Oypu ¥ BOIHBI, BMUT OCTaJjICs 6e3 CIIOB.

9To0... y Bac, IpaBeJHUKOB, YTO, TaKue 0O0b9an?

[ToueMy 9TO BHITTISAUT TakK, OyATO... 6YATO HA0-CIYTHUKYU 0OMEHUBAIOTCS TI000BHEIMU JapaMu...

Boo06i1e-To, eciu y2K TOBOPUTD O MpaBUJIaX MPUTUYHUs, 9TO O ObI TPOCTO OTBETHEIM ITOAAPOK, U
HUYero mogo0Horo B TakoM o6MeHe HeT. Ho JIto YK94XKM OTHOCUIICS K HEMY UCKPEHHE, XOTeJl OTHATh
eMy BCE JIydlllee, 4YTO Y Hero OBUIO, BOT U IOJAPHJI Belllb, HOCUMYIO y CaMoro Tela.

— 3MeliKe HpaBUTCA? A eC/IM He HPaBUTCS — MOKadail TOJI0BOM.

Ila Kakasi, K 4epTy, pa3HUlla, HPDABUTCA MHe Uiy HeT? ThHl Ke II0TOM ONATh IPUXKMeIIb MeHs U
3aCTaBUlllb KUBHYTH! [I[yMaellb, 1 TBOU IIOAJIbIE IPUEMYUKY HE PACKYCUI?

Mo 4Hb He 1IEeBeNbHYIICS. TOMBKO XBOCTOM TPOHYI KYJIOH.



HeT, TvI riisgHb, HeQPUT U IpaBaa xopoiuit. OT MPUKOCHOBEHUS TEIIEET, U elre OyATo maxHeT... A?
[la 9TOT KyJIOH BeChb IponuTancs 3amnaxom JIxo YKouxu?

[Toxoxke, OH ¥ IIpaBha HOCHUII €ro Ipu cede MHOTO JIeT.

Ha arot pa3 JIro Yk3ukKu BOBCe He coOupascs ero npuHyxaath. Ecnu 651 3Melike He TIOHPaBUIIOCH,
OH XOTeJ fjaTh eMy 4To-HuOynb apyroe. Ho pa3 TOT He ImoKaydas roJI0BOM, MEHSThL HUYETo He CTaJl.

— Torma penieHo. 3MeliKa ellle CIMIIKOM MaJl, 5 IT0Ka COXpPaHIO ero OJis Te0s1, a IOTOM, KOTfla ThI
ImogpacCTemlk...

OH yXKe IOTSHYJICA CHSATH KYJIOH, HO XBOCT TYT e IIJIETIHYJI €T0 110 PYKe.

— 3meika?

Mo flub BUenuCcs B KyJIOH 3y0aMu U YCTaBUJICSA Ha HETO.

JTto Yka39ku, THl BOOOIIE YyemoBek? Pa3Be momapku 3abupaioT 00paTHO?!

— 4 He oTHUMA ero y 3Menku. [IpocTo 3MeliKa ellje TaKOM MaleHbKHM, C 3TUM KyJIOHOM €My
HeymoOHo. — JIio YK394XKM MOTSHY 3a MHYPOK. — Bupuins? Ha Tebe OH ITOYTH [0 II0JIa CBUCAET.
Korpma nogpacreibs — g cpa3y BEpHY.

Mo fHb coenan BUf, YTO HUYETO He CJIBILIIUT, ¥ YII0/I3, He BHITYCKas KYJIOH U3 IMacTU. TOIbKO
3abpaBuIuch Tyfaa, roe JIio YK94xKu He MOT ero YBUAETD, OH CIIPSTal IOOapoK.

Pa3 yx otman MHe — o6paTHO He nonyuuins! Y He meuTaii!

[TouTtu cupsiTaB KyJIOH OKOHYATeNIbHO, Mo HHb BAPYT, Y/IOBUB Ha HEM TOHKUM apoMarT, 3aMsJCs.
OCTOPOKHO BHICYHYJI TOJIOBY, OTJISIIEIICS TI0 CTOPOHAM U, YOemUBUIUCH, 4TO JIt0 UKI4UKM He IOIIel 3a
HUM, YKPaaKO!, CJIOBHO BOD, TU3HYJ HEGQPUT.

XM. Y mpaBpa maxHeT. TOYHO Tak e, KaK XOJIOOHBIM apoMaT OT caMoro JIro YKouxku.

9TO YTO XK€, eCJIU Thl KPAaCHB [I0 TAKOW CTemeHH, y Te0s ¥ COOCTBEHHBIN TEJIECHBIA apoMaT
IIOSIBIISIETCS?

JIn3e...

Paswmermisis 06 aToMm, Mo f1HE caM He 3aMeTHJI, KaK CHOBA JIM3HYJ KYJIOH. A TU3HYB, CaM Ke U
3aCThIJI, OIIeIOMJTeHHEIN. CIIOXBATUBIIKUCH, OH IIOCIIEITHO CAesian Buf, OYOTO HUYero He IIPOU30IIINIO,



U 3anpsTan He@puT mornyoxe.

Bceé, Bce, npoman. Heyxenu s 1 npaBfa 3apa3ujics OT 3TOro u3BpaileHna JIo YKouxu?..
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