I'maBa 9

CBepHyBIIascs KTyOKOM 3MelKa TyT XK€ CHOBa BHIIIPSIMUJIACH, Ha 3TOT pa3 elré peumTenbHee. JIio
YK9YKHU cJleTKa HaXMYPHIICS, CHOBa CBEPHYJI €ro U IpHKaJl I'0JIOBY.

— HerT, 3Melika DOIKeH COTIaCUThCS.

A s He cornamycs! Trl kKeM ce0s Bo3oMHUI?! KaK TH cMeellh MeHS 3aCTaBJIATh!

B Mo fue npocHycs ayx npotuBopeuns. OH BHIIPSIMHUICS IIOYTH BO BECh POCT HA €ro0 JIAJOHK U
SIPOCTHO 3AILKIIE].

— Her, THI JOMKEH COTIaCUThCS.

Hert!

— 3MelKa COTrJIaCUTCH.

He cormnamycs!

Tak oHM ¥ IPEIHPAIKCE II0TYaca: ONWH CBOPAYUBAJI, IPYTO# TYT XKe Pa3BOpadurBaCs.

— THl... THI OIISATh... — JIt0 YK9UKHU yCTasl ero CBOpauuBaTh U, TSI Ha BRIIPSIMUBIIYIOCS IIepel HUM
3MeKy, YKOPH3HEeHHO NMPOU3HEC: — 3MelKa, eClI TH U Jajbllie Tak Oyaems, ... 5...

Mo fHb 0XKHKAan yCbIIaTh YTPO3y — YTO €ro MYyCTAT Ha HaCTOWKY Uiu cym. Ho JIto YK34xKu Nuilb
B3[IOXHYIL.

— Twl TOXe MeHs oO0ukaelb. M Toxke cTajl 3/IBIM...

Mo dHb ocToNOEHE.

U ato Bce? Bee?!

OH NpUBHIK BUAETDh €T0 C MEYOM B PYKax, pa3siliM BparoB HaIIpaBO ¥ HajieBo. Tako! KOHTpACT cOu
Mo fH4 ¢ TonKy. B royiose BepTesach JIUIIbL OJHA MBICIIb:

['me e XOJIOMHBINA U OTCTPaHEHHEIN BeccmepTHEM Brapbika? [ToueMy OH ONSITh KallPU3HUYAET?



W... ¥ OH TAKOH! HEXHEIMN...

Ha camom mene JTro Yk34xku He KanpudHudai. [TpocTo oH O cj1ab ¥ UCTOINEH, a B TOJI0OCE
CTIBIIIIAIOCHh pa3odyapoBanre. Ho Mo fHI0 moKa3anoch, 4YTO OH BelET ce0st Kak n30aT0BaHHEIM
PebEHOK.

JIro Yk94KM BCerya CKphEIBaJl CBOM UyBCTBa. [Jaxe Oymyun riay00Ko pa3odyapoBaHHLIM, OH He
II0Ka3bIBaJl 9TOTO, @ JIMIIL OTCEJI IOJAJIbIIIe.

HaBepH0e, g 1 BIIPDABAY HU HA 9TO He T'OEH, Pa3 HaXKe 3MelKa He X04eT 0CTaBaThCs CO MHOM.

HeynusutensHo, uTo CrcTeMa Bcerpa Obljla CO MHOM TakK cypoBa. HaBepHoe, 51 ¥ BIIpaBAY HUKOMY He
HpaBiioch. Hade moyeMy 3MeliKa, KOTOPHIU COTJIacuics ObITh CO MHOM, TeIleph OT MeHS
OTBOpaYUBaAETCS?

CHauasa Mo f1Hb Bcsiuecku ero u3berar, a Teneps JIio YK94UxKy 3aMOT4all U, B35SB CBUTOK C
TeXHUKaMH, yCTPOUJICA Ha KyIIeTKe.

OH He 3HAJI, KaK Temepb BeCT ce0st co 3MeNKOM, 1, YTOOB YKPBITHCS OT 9TUX MBICIIEH, CHOBa
3aMKHYJICS B CBOEM Mupe. OH CHOBa CTajl TeM HefocsaraeMbM beccMepTHEIM Bragsikon YK949xKH, OT
KOTOPOTO BESIJIO XOJIOAOM.

Mo Aup HEKOTOpOe BpeMs HabIoan 3a HUM, a IIOTOM TIOAII0N3 MoOIMKe ¥ 3aMebTEITNI Y HEero
Inepen ria3aMu.

[TocToiiTe, 9TO XK€ THl MEHS 3aCTaBJIsI, a TeIeph caM 00uaencs?

Mo fub OB yBEPEH, YTO TOT 06unesncs. Beob Bce 3T [HHU, moka JIro YK34ku ObIJT B CO3HAHUM, OH
TIOCTOSIHHO JiepkaJt ero npu cebe — nmubo Ha pyKe, TuO0 Ha KOJIEHSX.

A certuac maxe He B35 ¢ co00#. M maxke Korfia OH caM IO[IOJ3, IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI €r0, CIIOBHO HE
3aMeTHII.

Pangme JTro Yxkauxu BEn cebs Tak xke. [Ipu BCTpeye He 3[I0POBAJICS, MIOJTHOCThIO HTHOPUPOBAJI €TO0,
MHOTTa faXxke oTBopayuBascs. OH obOpallan Ha Hero BHUMaHKe, TOJIbKO KOTa OHYU Apanuck. [loaToMy
Mo 4Aub u ucKan m0060¥ MOBOM, YTOOH C HUM CPa3UThCS.

[To umee, Mo fAHb mosKeH ObLT MPUBHIKHYTh K TAKOMY OTHOINeHK10. Ho, BUIKUMO, 3a MOCIeqHIe THU
OH IIPUBHIK K €r0 BHUMAaHUIO U JIaCKe, ¥ Telepb, KOTrfa TOT CHOBa CTaJl er0 UTHOPUPOBaTh, €My CTaJio
Kak-To... He 10 cebe.

BrI, mpaBeIHUKHU, pa3Be He JOIXKHEI OBITh TUIIEMEPHBIMU U TPUTBOPSTHCS BETUKOTYUIHEIMU? THI, C



TBOMM-TO @HT€JIbCKUM BUIOM, HE MOXKEIIb 3aCTaBUTh MEHS — U Cpa3y Ayembcsa? ITo BooO1e
HOPMAaJIbHO?

Mo fAub monpoOoBan KOCHYThCSI XBOCTOM KHUTH, KOTOPYIO yuTas JIio YK34XKu, HO TOT TYT XKe yOpan
€€ U cJleTKa OTBEPHYJICS.

Mo b 3aCTBUI.

Y BopaBny obupencs? C BULy TaKOW XOJIOOHBIYA U O€CCTPACTHHIM, a Ha caMOM [ieJie TaKoi
00N IUUBEHIN?

JTio UK34XKM XKe He 3Hall, Kak Ternepb ce0s ¢ HUM BeCTH. MEICTIb O TOM, YTO OH TakK K HEMY
IIPUBS3aJICs, a TOT BCE paBHO KOTfa-HUOyAb VUAET, He JaBaja eMy IoKos. OH He MoT Oobiiie
CYUTATDh €T0 CBOMM, U ero0 coiuodobus cHoBa B3siyia BepX. [109TOMY OH MHCTHUHKTUBHO €ro usberas.

Ho Mo dup sToro He 3Han. OH pemu, YTO Y TOTO XapakKTep ellle XyXkKe, 4eM Yy Hero caMoro. Pa3 oH He
oOpalllaeT Ha HEro BHUMaHMUS, KOTla OH caM IIOIOIIETI, TO OH ToXe obumesncs. C HerogmoBaHUEeM OH
OTIIOJI3 IIOJAaJIbIIIe.

MarnenbKasi 3MelKa, ITBIXTS, IOTAIIMIa 3a Co00H MOAyIIedKy, KOTopas Oblyia B IecsATh pa3 GobIie
Hee, ¥, JOTAIllMB 10 CaMOT0 AaJIbHEro yrja, ylerjiach Ha He€, OTBEPHYBILXCE.

Obupencs, Tak obupencs. f, Benukui [leMoHndYeckuil Brnagbika, eme Oyny Te6s1 yroBapusath? [la ThI
M TaK eJie OBIIUIINb, TaK YTO 37IUCh, I0Ka He CHOXHEIIH!

A Korfa yMpéllb, g ooy TBoio cymHocTs! Het! d 3aiiMy TBo€E Teno! M B TBOEM 00nuube
yHU4TOXKY Baily CekTy LIsHEKYHB!

Y MeHs MHOTO CI10CO00B!

Tak Mo fAub 3muncd mensiii 4ac. CHadasa OH KUMEN OT SPOCTU U MBICTIEHHO U3PhIrasl MPOKJISITHUSA, HO
CO BpEMEHEM CTajl TalKOM II0CMaTpPHBaTh Ha TOT0, KTO CHeN B JaJlbHEM YIJTy. YBUOEB, UTO TOMY
COBEPILIEHHO BCE PaBHO, UTO OH YIIOJI3 TaK AajieKO, OH CHOBA 3aX0TeJsl APaThCH.

Panbiie s xoTen ¢ To60M IOAPYXKUTHCS, @ Thl MeHsS UTHOPHpPOBaj! A Temepb TH caM KO MHE IIPUCTaJl,
1 y Tebs BOT TaKas MCKPEHHOCTH?!

Ia s Torma, 4ToOBI CITy4aliHO C TOOOM BCTPETUTHLCS, IIOJIMecsIla B 3acafe cumen! M puckoan OBITH
o0HapyKeHHBLIM B MUPe JTIofed!

Ero B3risam MeTas MOJTHKHM, HO JT10 YXK39KHU BCE TaK XKe YWTall CBUTOK, YCIIOKAUBAs CBOH OyX.
Haxkowre1r oH ycTai, u ero ociabieHHOe Tejo fano o cebe 3HaTh. OH MPUKPHII POT PYKOHM U HECKOJIBKO



pa3 KaluIsHYI.

OH u Tak ObIJT pAaCCTPOEH U3-3a TOT0, YTO 3MelKa ero He JToOUT 1 Korga-Huoynb yUneT. TpeBoKHEBIE
MBICJIA U YCTAJIOCTh CHeNany CBoé feso. Korma oH ybpas cBo0 TOHKYIO O7IeIHYIO PYKY OTO PTa, Ha
JafioHy OblyTa KPOBb.

XoTh OH u OB manieko, Mo fAHb cremus 3a KaXKOBIM ero IBUXKEHUEM U TYT XkKe 3aMeTUJI KpoBb. OH
ocToI0OeHe]I.

9TO... 3TO 5 €ro [0 KPOBU AOBEN?!

YepT, 0H YTO, ¥ BIIPaBAY MOXKET OT 3JIOCTU YMEPEThH?

ToT, KTO KAt KPOBbIO, CIIOKOWHO BEITED €€, a BOT HAOJIOABIINY 32 HUM 3alaHUKOBAJ.

Her, HeT, HeT, He ymupait! Ecnu u ymupaTs, TO TOIBKO 0T Moeit pyku! KTo nmo3sonun Tebe ymepeTh
OT 3JI0CTH!

Marnenbkas 3MelKa, KOTopas yIoj3ajia MeAJIeHHO ¥ C JOCTOMHCTBOM, 06paTHO HeclIach CO BCEX HOT.
He ycnen JIxo YK54KU BEITEPETH PYKY, KaK 3MelKa XBOCTOM CMaXxHyJjla OKpPOBaBJIEHHBIN IIJIaTOK,
OrIcTpO B30Opanach eMy Ha JlIafloHb ¥, CBEPHYBIINUCH KJTyOKOM, 3aMepJia.

— Bcé B nmopsigke, 3Meiika, He 6ECIIOKOMCS.

JIio UK34KM IIogyMaJ, 4YTo 3MeliKa OeCIIOKOUTCS 0 ero 30opoBke. ETo cepille MOTEIIeNno, ¥ OH THXO
YCIIOKOWJI €T0, IOTIBITABIIKCH ITOTIaAUTh TI0 TOJIOBE, HO TOT TaK M He MONHSIT €€.

— 3menka?

3Mmetika Tebe! Ecnu Ol 51 He 005JICS, YTO THI OT 37IOCTU YMPEILD U MHE He ¢ KeM OymeT apaThCs, g OBl
K TeOe He momotérn!

Mo fHb CepauTO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO U, CBEPHYBILKCh, BHICYHYIT SI3HIK.

Ecnu cornacuiubcs, To CBEPHUCH Ha JIQOOHH...

JIto YK94KHM CHayala 3aMep, a IOTOM C HeJOBEPUEM CIIPOCHIT:

— 3MelKa, THL... COTJIaCUJICs?



— Ecnu TH corjtaceH OCTaThCs CO MHOM [0 TOTO OHS, KaK MO€ Tejo moru0HeT 1 [Jao UCUYe3HeT, TO
BUJIBHU XBOCTOM.

TyT e y IJIOTHO CBePHYBILEUCS 3MEUKY IIOOHSAJICS XBOCT U €Ba 3aMeTHO IEPHYJICS.

— Teot v BpaBay cornacuncsa? — JIo Yxkouxku OB TaK YOUBIIEH U Pajl, YTO, XOTh 9TO U He
0Tpa3UJIOCh Ha ero Jiulle, ria3a ero 3acusinu. OH TYT e IPUHSJICS PHITHCS B CBOEM
ITPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM KOJIbIle. — JTO CBSI3BIBAET AYIIY, HENMb3si. U 3T0 TpeOyeT KOHTPAKTA...

OH monro uckan ¥ HaKOHeI] oCTal KpacHy1 HUTh. OOuH KOHeI] OH 00BsI3a/l BOKPYT CBOETrO Iajblia, a
OPYyrou — BOKPYT xBocTa Mo fAHs.

KpaCHaﬂ HHUTH, BCIILIXHYB, HCYE3JIa. Mo dHb pemnII, 9TO 3TO KaKasi-TO IIPUBA3D OJIsA OYXOBHBIX
IINTOMIIEB, U HE 06paTI/IJ'[ BHUMaHN{, IIOKA He YCJIBIIIAJI, KaK TOT, IIOTUPAaA IIajiel], 60pMO‘-IeT cebe I1og
HOC:

— Ipyrue apredakTsl 1OC/Ie TOT0, KaK MOE TeJio MorubHeT U [Jao ucYe3HeT, MOTYT HaBPEeIUTh
3merike. OcTanmach TOJILKO 3Ta KpacHas HATh Opaka. Bcé paBHO, Korga 3Melika IpuMeT
yeJi0Be4eCKNM 00IUK, MeHs yxe He OyzmeT. Tak 4To, HaBepHOe, HUUETo CTPAIIHOTO, eC/IU 5 e€
MCIOJIB3YIO. ..

Mo fub 3acTeul. OH YCTABUJICA Ha CBOX XBOCT, U €T0 3pauKy CY3UJIUCE.

[TocToliTe, TOBTOPH, YEPT BO3BMHU, YTO THl MHE Ha XBOCT HaBs3an?!!!
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