ToT, KTO OB ITOX0XK Ha U3THAHHOTO 0€CCMEPTHOTO, IT03Ban balt MUHCH B CBOIO CIIaJIbHIO, TIe Ha ero
r71a3ax BBEITYCTHUI BCIO CBOIO TYXOBHYIO CHUJTY, TPEBPATHB €€ B MSATKUM OeJIbIM CBET.

Kaxk cHer, 4uCTHIM CBET IJIOTHO OKyTasn bait MuHCH, menas ero Teyo BCE 6ojiee TETKUM.

Ho Baut MuHcu TakXe siCHO BUfe, Kak Mo YXkuciaHb, BEIITYCTUBIIUN OTPOMHOE KOJINYECTBO
OYXOBHOM CHIIBI, CTAHOBHUJIICS BCE cltabee u ciabee, ero purypa Bcé 601ee pa3MbITOM.

Ecnu Tak mo#feT manblie, ero KoHell OyAeT JIUIIbL OOUH — HCUe3HOBEHNE.
Bait Muncu 3a6eCIIoOKOUICS:
— Mo fAnp! Yto TH menaemsb?! OcTanoBUCH! Th yMpEIH!

YBupes, yTo Mo UXKucoaHb He OCTaHaBIMBAETCS, a JIUIIbL yCKopsieTcsd, bai MuHCHU B naHUKe
Opocucs K HeMy U CXBaTHUJI €T0:

— ToI ¢ yma comen?! Tol yMpéens!

Mo YxkucioaHb 0CBOOOIUT OOHY PYKY, CHeal 3HaK U 3apuKCUPOBaI pacTepsHHOro bait MuHCH.
3aTeM TOM Ke PyKO# OH 0OHST ero.

B aToT MOMeHT Mo YxkucioaHb yIEIOHYJICS CYaCTIINBO.

Ila, HaKOHEI-TO OH MOT OOHSITH TOT0, KOTO TaK XOTeJl, HafesCh, YTO BPEMSI OCTAHOBUTCS B 3TOT CaMBIi
IIPEKPAaCHBI MOMEHT.

Bait MuHCH IpucTanbHO CMOTPET Ha YeJloBeKa Iepell HUM, TOT BCE eIl€ ybI0ancs CBOer JIETKOM
yNBEIOKOM, ¥ B €70 YEPHHIX I'JIa3ax Obljla UL N00POoTa, IpefHa3HauYeHHas TOJIBKO AJIST HETO.

Mo YxurcioaHb MATKO IIOTJIAAXJI €70 BOJIOCH U CKa3all C YILIOKOM:

— MuHcH, 5 CHaCTJIUB, YTO BCTPETUI Tebs B TOT feHb U 3abpan Te0s1. Hapeiocs, TH Bcerga Oymenb
CYaCTJIUB.

— Hert! 4 He xouy! Tsl He goNKeH BpeduTh cebe paagu MeHs, — baii MuHCH BOPYT IOYyBCTBOBAJI
TSI2KECTb B TPYIH.

Mo YxkucroaHb HUYEro He OTBETHII, a JIUIIh MeJIEHHO HaKJIOHUIICS, COOMPAsiCh KOCHYThCS TEX
MSATKUX TYO.

Cné3bl CKaTUINCh TI0 ero IeKaM, OH 3aKpHI I'/la3a, 0KKas IPUKOCHOBEHNUS HEXKHEBIX I'y0.
Ho ponroe oxupganue Tak ¥ He IIPUHECIIO 3HAKOMOT'0 OLIYIIeHUS.

Bait MuHCH pe3K0 OTKPHLI I'J1a3a U yBUOEN, YTO pa3MbITas (purypa mo4Tu crana MIpo3padyHom.
He OBI710 MPUKOCHOBEHHS, IOTOMY UTO yKe He GbIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTHA KOCHYThHCS.

— YKuCoaHb, — CBET BOKPYT CTAHOBWIICS BCE sipue ¥ ropsiyee, Teno Mo YxKKCI0aHs TOCTEIIeHHO
PACTBOPHUIIOCH B CBETE U HCUYE3JIO.

Korpma Ba#t MuHCH CHOBa OTKPHIJ I'/Ta3a, cienoB Mo YxkucioaHs yxe He OBLIO.



Ho ta mo6poTa, Ta riy6okas MPUBSI3aHHOCTb U Ta HOYb CTPACTH, KOTOPHIE OH O0CTaBuj bait MuHCH,
HUKOTIA He UCYE3HYT.

[TogymaB 06 aToM, bait MuHCH OTPSIXHYJI IIBIIb C OBl ¥ HAalIPABUJICS BIIEPE].

Emy HykHO OBIJIO TPOAOJIZKATE CBOM IyTh, BeMb 3a IpefelaMu CHOBUAeHUA Mo YXKucioaHb BCE eIlle
XKman, 4ToOsl ero pa3oymunu! Ero myTh OB €I1€ JONTHUM.

Ha ynuie TonbKO HaYMHAIO CBETaTh, JIUIIh HECKOJIBKO IMTPOX0KUX Openu 6e3 1eu, uxX moxogka Oniia
CTPaHHOM.

Mara3uHsl 10 00euM CTOPOHaM OBITU 3aKPHITH, bait MuHCH MofyMan: B IPOILIEIA pa3 s cpasy
oKa3zacs psagoM ¢ «Mo UYxkucioaHeM», a cefiyac MecTo CTPaHHOe, U ero Hurfe He BUAHO. Pa3 He
3Hal0, Tl eT0 UCKaTh, Iy4llle CHayajla HalTh TOCTUHUIY U OTIOXHYTh, @ IIOTOM YK€ UCKaTh.

C 9TOU MBICTIBIO OH YCKOPHJI LIAr.

Boaneke oH yBUEN CTapyio OBEpPb, ClIeTKa IPUOTKPHITYIO, U, TIO0ekKaB, y2Ke coOOUpacs eé
TOJIKHYTb, KaK BOPYT YBUEN YeJioBeKa mepeq coboii, U cepilie ero eKHyIo.

«3JTO... 3TO YesoBeK? My KaKoi-To HOBLIM BU[I, eMOHa?»

Crop6eHHOe, XyHoe TeJlo ObIJI0 OFETO B BHIIBETINYIO TPYOYI0 OEKAY, CEIble BOJIOCH, KaK CyxXas
COJIOMa, TOPYaJid BO BCe CTOPOHEI, KOXKa Ha JiuIle Obljla MOPUIMHUCTOM, CIIOBHO Y MyMuH. ['Ty60oKO
BIIABINKE TJIa3a OBUIM MOJTHEI KPOBSHEIX MIPOKUIIOK.

Bait MuHCH TIPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha CTApUKa, U TOT SIBHO OBLT HEJJOBOJIEH.
— Yo Tebe HYXKHO? — pas3gpakEHHO CITPOCUTT CTapPHK.

Baii Muncu HaxMypurcs, cobupasich IOUCKATh APYTYI0 TOCTUHUILY, HO CIIy4aliHO Yepes3 IIefb YBULEe
MaJb4YuKa JIeT JEeCSITU BHYTPHU U IIEpenyMal.

OH ynBIOHYICSA CBOEM IPUBLIYHOM YIIBIOKOW U BEXKJIMBO CKa3all:
— X0351H, 5 X049y OCTaHOBUTHCS 3[ECh.

Crapuk ITOCMOTpeJ Ha HeT0 KaKoe-TO BpeMsi, 3aTeM, He TOBOPST HU CJIOBA, TOBEPHYJICS U BOIIET
BHYTPb.

Oxn npenynpenun bait MuHCH, 4TO B IIOJIHOYb HEJIb35 BEIXOAUTH Ha YJIULY, U €CJIM OH HE yCIIeeT
BEPHYTHCS B TOCTUHHUILY, TO MOXKET He BO3BpaIaThCs BOBCE.

«A ecnu 51 BCE-Taku BHIMY?! Bbl CMOXKeTe MeHsI 0CTaHOBUTL?» — npobopmoTtan bait MuHcu.
CTapuK OCTAHOBUIJICS U IIPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu xo4yes yMepeTh, HUKTO Te€0SI He 0CTaHOBUT. Ho... €C/iu X0uelllb yMepeTh, Coeal 3To
TIofasbllle, He 3aTPSA3HSAN MO0 TOCTUHHULLY.

3aTeM OH CKa3aJ CJIIyre y CTOUKHU:

— IlycTh cHavasa 3amiIaTUT 3a BCE, YTOORI, €CJTH YMPET, MBI HE ITOTEPSIIN CBOU JEeHBIH.



ITocne 3TOr0 CHOBA BBILIE].

«39x! Kakol y MeHsI BCIILIIbYUBHIM XapaKTep, 4TO OH BooOIle HeceT? HapoyHo XkKelaeT MHe CMEpPTH?
Kto oH Takoi, 4ToOH Tak Oep3uTh? ECM CKaXkeT elllé CJI0BO, TIOBEPUILE JIM, YTO g N300bI0 €ro0 Tak,
YTO faXke POAUTENN He Y3HAIOT?»

TOIBKO OH Tak mogyMmai, KakK CTapUuK ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO BEPHYIJICA:

— C Hero HyXHO B3Th OBOKHYIO MaTy. YTOOH, eCu yMPET, HaM He MIPHUIIIOCh TPATUTh NeHbI'U Ha
€r0 ITOXOPOHEL.

Cka3saB 3To, OH [aXKe He B3TJIAHYJ Ha bait MuHCH U yIIEN.

Bait MuHCH T09yBCTBOBaJI, KaK y HEro Haj [0JIOBOM IIpojIeTesia CTasi BOPOH.

«buTth ero? He 6uth Henb3s1! Haue MHUI0 TOTEPSsIo!»

XoTs 0H Tak roBopui, bait MuHCH BCE 3Ke He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s YOapuUTh CTapHKa.

XoTb OH U OB I3BUTEJILHEIM, HO BCE Ke 100pOoKenaTeIbHO IPeayIpenusl ero. 3To 3HaYMT, UTO B
IyIle OH He TaK YK IJIOX.

[Togouas K CTOMKE, OH OILIATHII IIPOXKKWBaHNKE, Y3HaJl HOMEDP KOMHATH M HAllPAaBUJICA OTOBIXATh.

— Ypppp.

4Yro 3a CTpaHHBIfI 3BYK? Bai Muncu HaCTOPO2XKUIJICA U OTJIAOeIICd, HO, KpOMe HECKOJIbKUX
IIOCETUTETIEH, YXKHWHAIOIIUX B 3dJie, U CIIYT, 3aHATBIX pa60T0171, HHUYero IIOOO03PUTEJIbHOTO HEe YBUIEII.

— Ypppp.

C atuMm 3ByKOM baii MuHCH HaKOHEI MTOHSJI, YTO KUBOT €T0 CBOJHUT.
OH oco3HaJ, 4TO JaBHO HE eJl.

Torpa oH IOMIOIIEN K YeJIOBEKY, II0X0KeMY Ha CIIyTY:

— Bpar, npuHecH, moxamnyicTa, TP MSICHBIX 0J1I0f1a, [IBa OBOIIHBIX ¥ HECKOJIBLKO KYBIIMHOB XOPOIIET0
BUHA.

Ho ToT, C/I0OBHO HE BU[IS ¥ HE CJIBIIIA ero, IPocTo obomeéen bait MuHcH.

bay MuHCu ynuBUiCS:

«IToueMy Bce celiyac Tak Hemoo0nuBawT MeHs? Heyxenu Mo€ obasiHre IeHCTBUTEIbHO 0CIa0io?»
[Toka OH pa3MBIILIAI, €r0o B3T/ISAA CHOBA yIal Ha TOTO Malb4YrKa.

BHUMAaTETFHO PACCMOTPEB €T0, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO THE-TO €T0 Y2Ke BUAEJI, HO HE MOT BCIIOMHUTH,
Toe UMEeHHO.

XO0Tes 103BaTh €ro, YTOOH pPaCCMOTPETH no0uxKe, HO, BCIIOMHUB O CTPAaHHBIX COOBITHSX, KOTOPEIE
IIPpOU30LIIIN, COePXKaJICAd U CaM HOJIOI.T.IéJ'[ K MAJIbYHKY.

[Mopouinst 6nuxke, bait MuHCH yBUAEN, KaK MaJIb4¥K [TOKavaJ TOJIOBOM U B3[MOXHYJI C TSXKECTHIO, HE



COOTBGTCTBYIOH.IGI;'I €ro Bo3pacry.

— B TakoM 10HOM BO3pacTe, 0 YEM THI B3[bIXaellb? — C HEHOYMeHHUeM ciupocun bait MuHCH, T Ha
3TOT0 He I10 ToflaM CepPhE3HOT0 PeOEHKa.

Mo YxkucroaHsb, MOTPyKEHHHIHM B PA3MBILIUIEHUS 0 CBOE#H cyab0e, B3APOTHYJI OT 3TOTO TOJIOCa, TOTHSIT
r71a3a ¥ YBUOEJ KPACUBOT0O IOHOIITY, CKJIOHUBLIET0CS Hal HUM U YIIIOAIOIIETroCs SIPKOM YITBIOKOI.

— T#HIL... KTO THI?
[onoc 6B TUXUM, OT JOJITOTO MOJTYaHUS 3BY4all XPUILIOBATO.

Tonpko uTO 3aroBopuB, Mo UxkuciooaHb MOKpPACHE, 3Hasi, YTO €r0 cTapas ofexma Oblyia BCS B
3aliaTKax ¥ IbIIA, XOTh U ObljIa y2Ke BecHa, Ha JIUIle 0CTaBa/MCh CIedbl 00MOPOKEHUH ITPOIIOH
3WMEBI, @ BOJIOCH TOpYasH, KaK COJioMa.

A mepepn HUM CTOSITT MOJIOIOM Y€JIOBEK B rojly00M OfesHHUU, C KPaCUBEIMU BOJIOCaMu, COOPAHHBEIMU B
XBOCT IOPOTOM JIEHTOM, ¥ JIUII0M, KOTOPOE MOXKHO OBIJI0O Ha3BaTh MJIEHUTEIHHEIM.

Baii MuHCH, CIOBHO CITy4ailHO, IIOAOMIEN K MaJIb4YuKy U LIEeAPO OfapHI eT0 04apoBaTeIbHOU
YTIBIOKOM:

— MeH4 30ByT Bait MuHCH, MOXeIIb 3BaTh MEeHS KakK xo4elnb! A Kak Te0s 30ByT?

— Ba#t MuHCH, — 0CTOPOKHO NMpou3HeCc Mo UkKKcioaHb, 3aTEM C BEIpaXkKeHHUeM KpalHero
HeLoyMeHHs cripocuil. — TeOs ToXe novManu?

Cuauana bait MuHcH OBIIIO IPHASTHO YCIBIIIATh, KAaK Mo YKKCi0aHb TPOU3HOCUT €0 UM, HO BTOpas
YacTh (ppa3kl 3acTaBuia €10 HACTOPOKUTHCS.
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