JIn Y2K9H MUTHYJ, TPSXHYJ T'OJIOBOM U MTOMAJIETENT K CTApOMYy Iompolnaike. OmHAKO, Ipexae 4eM OH
yCIIeJl OTKPHITh POT, CTAPUK CXBATHUJI €70 ¥ YMYAJICS MTPOYb.

— ['nmymbIil mapeHsb, pa3Be He BUAMIND — Bce Ha Tebs cMoTpsT? He 6exkaTh, Tak elre U IOIXOMUIIE?
CKpOMHOCTB, IOHMMaeIIb JTu!

JIn YxkoH:

— He paiite um yiitu! beccMepTHBIN 3JIMKCUP TOYHO y 3TOTO MapHs!

— Touno! CTONBKO JTI0fel BOILIJIO, @ BHIIIET TOIBKO OH, 3HAYHUT, y HETO!

JIn YK9H, ciyIiast JOHOCSIIMECS c3aau 0OpPBIBKY PYTraTebCTB, C JOCAHNON TPOU3HEC:

— Yo 3T0 3a PpyKT Takou? U ere «6eCCMEPTHHIN 3TTUKCUD...

Crapel¥ nonpoIavka XUXUKHYJIL:

— IocTan?

JIz YK39H KUBHYIIL:

— Ila HUKaKUX IeMOHOB UJIM MOHCTPOB Ha CTpaxe He Obl10. [lyMas, MpUOeTCs CpaXKaThCs.
— XM, caMoe CJI0OXKHOe 5, CTapHK, yKe pelni. MHaue Tebe MPUIIOCH OB TYTO.

JIu YK3H He BEIHEC €T0 CaMOJO0BOJIBHOTO BUla, 3aKaTHJI I'J1a3a U COCperoTouuscs Ha nobere. Ero
CUJIbHOM CTOPOHOM OBIJI0O UCKYCCTBO IETKOCTH. Benmrukue MacTepa B IBETOYHOM MOpE ellle He
IIPOCHYJIUCH, & THAIUCh 3a HUMHU JIUIIL MEeJIKMe COIIKHU. [109TOMy OHM yCIEUTHO CKphIIKUCh. He
OCTaHaB/IMBAsCh HA Ha MUHYTY, OHU JOCTUTIX IIOOHOXKMS TOPHL, ¥ IT03aAH YKe HUKOTO He OBLIO.

JIz YK9H OrJIgHYJICS U He yOepKalics:

— 9, CTapuK, TH Bedb I103BaJl MEHS, IIOTOMY 4YTO 5 ObICTPO Oerato, ma?

CTapsiil IONpoIaiKa HeJOBOIbHO OTBETHI:

— Uymb, Kakoi o0MaH? OTO JIeKapCTBO BCTPEYAETCS pas3 B CTO JieT. be3 Hero HOTU He BHUIEUUT.
Ycnbimas 310, JIu Yk3H cOpoCcust pasryabHBN BU U CEPbE3HO CIIPOCUIT:

— Trl mpaBma cMoXkeIb BelIeunTh? He 00MaHBIBaeIh?

Crapuk QBIPKHYI:

— EcrectBeHHO. [laBaii-Ka TOCMOTPIO Ha (QPYKT.

JIu Y2K39H NpUIIyPHUIICS U JOCTan GPYKT U3 IOTaWHOTO KapMaHa pyKaBa.

['ma3a cTaprKa 3aropesiucy, ¥ OH YCTaBWICA Ha PyKy JIu YxksHa.

OpHaKo KakK TOJIBKO II0Ka3aJiCsd KOHUYUK (1)pYKTa, JIn YK5H TYT 2Ke CIIpsATall ero O6paTHO. On IIar"yJi
BIIepeg u CKa3all:



— 41 Tebe Bce paBHO He Bepio. Ecu T yOEKUIIh, KOMY 5 IIOTOM TIIaKaThCs OymeT?
CrapuK TOIHYJ HOTOM, IOTHAJI €T0 U CTaJl y0eXaaTh:

— 9x THI, pactana! Ecnu He ucnonb3oBaTh 3TOT GPYKT Cpa3y, 3ps copsart!

JIn YXK5H ¢ IOg03peHneM IOCMOTPEN Ha Hero ¥ He IOAHancs.

Craphii Ionpolarka Kpy2Kuia BOKPYT HETO, TOTOBHIM BEIBEPHYThH AYIIY Hau3HAHKY:
— Hy ckaxwu, 4T0 MHe cHesnaTh, YTOOBI THI OTAN ero?

JIn YK3H 0CTaHOBUJICS, IIOBEPHYJI 'OJIOBY K HEMY U CIIPOCHIT:

— Ter 3Haems Cy LI3prusna?

Crapuk, He 3agyMbIBasiCh, OTBETUIL:

— He 31a10.

JIr YK3H 3aMosyarl.

Crapuk noyecas CBOU pacTpellaHHbIE BOJIOCHL:

— Camoe TI03[IHEE K Yacy «0», eCIH He OT/allb, 6yaeT medCTBUTEIBHO M03aHO! — CKa3aB 3T0, OH
Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ YILIE.

JIn YxkoH 3ayM4YuBO CMOTpPeEJI eMY B CIIMHY, HAIIIYIIBIBAsi (bpYKT B KdapMdHe.

Korpa ou BepHysca B rocturully, Lvae 1133 1 Yu Ysus yxe ymy, a Mo XaHbII3H 4YTO-TO [IUCAI B
KOMHarTe.

JIu Yk3H mopgo1iien, Hanuil cede Jaio U CITPOCHIT:

— Tebe ctano myume? Tl oen?

Mo XaHbII9H He crpsTan Oymary. 3aKOHYKB MKUCaTh, OH CYHYJI €€ B KOHBEPT U OTBETHUII:
— Ara, Hu4ero He 4uyBCTBYI0. OGeman. A THI, TTle CHOBA IIJISJICS?

JIn YK9H, 3aMETUB ero OelCTBUS, HEBOIBHO YIILIOHYIICS:

— TToxoxe, TOT CTapHK MeHs He 06MaHyII. K ToMy e s HUT[e He IISAcs... — C 9THMH CJI0OBAMH OH
CeJl PAMOM.

YBuneB BonpoCUTeIbHEIM B3N Mo XanbinaHa, JIu YK9H ocKamumics:
— Ilomen genaTs OMHO BaXXHOE [AETIO.
Mo XaHbII9H 0€CIIOMOIIHO IT0Ka4asl I'0JI0BOM U, TIOBEPHYB Kojeca, TOAKATUII KPeCJI0-KOISICKY K OKHY.

JIn YKk9H, 06JI0KOTHBIINCEH Ha CTOJI ¥ IOANIEePEeB PYKOH MogO0POg0K, CMOTPETT Ha HEro:



— Jlena KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMBHU?

Mo XaHbII9H, B3SBIINNCS 3a CBUCTOK, 3aMep Ha MTHOBeHUE, 3aTeM KUBHYJ. JIu YK9H Oosibine He
3a/iaBaJ BOIIPOCOB.

B 0KHO BrieTeJ OYTOBLIM TOMY0h U YCeNICS Ha IIOJOKOHHUK, ero MajleHbKue Iila3kKyd CMOTPENX Ha
JIIomel B KOMHaTe.

Tak oHu IIpocupesin B TUIIHNHE HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH.

Czagu monro He OblJIO 3BYKOB, 1 Mo XaHbIIISH He BHIEPKa, 00epHYJICsS, HO 00HapyXKuJ, UYTO TOT yKe
ycuyn. OH BhITyCTUN 6€10ro rony0s u ¢ yIbI0KOM MogKaTwI O/IMXKe, HO OCTAHOBUJICS B LIare OT HETO.

LIBeTounkIil apoMaT? OTKyAa 30ech?

Mo XaHbIII9H BIOXHYII, 3aTEM 3aiepxKaJjl AbIXaHue U IToMaxajl PyKaBOM, Pa3roHss 3alax, ¥ JIUIlb
IIOCJIe 9TOTO ITOOKATHUII OIHXKe.

OH cnerka mopgarscs BIepen, TIIAs Ha CIsIlee U0, BHTSHYI ajlell ¥ HeKHO OUYEePTHII ero YepTHI,
IIPOLIETITAB:

— TBoe BaxkHOe fefo... HeyKenu TH IOIIENT 3a IIBETOYHEIM BUHOM? — CKa3aB 3TO0, OH HEBOJIbHO
HAXMYPHUJIICS.

— Mwu... He Ganyiics, 1mekoTHO, — npo6opmoTan JIu YK3H, odecar eKy 1, TOBEPHYBIIKUCH Ha
npyrou 00K, CHOBa KPEeIKo 3aCHY]I.

Mo XaHbIISH YKJIOHUJICA OT €r0 PYKH, OTKUHYJICS Ha3a[ Ha CIUHKY Kpecya ¥, OIyCTUB I'71a3a, 6e3
BEIPAZKEHUST CMOTPEJ Ha CBOM HOTH, €T0 3payku OblTH TTy00KUMHU, KaK Oe3Ha.

JIr Y2K3H OTKpHLI I'JIa3a, CMYTHO IIOMOPTall.
Kak g ycuyn? U nouemy Tak xKapko?

OH 3eBHYII, TOTSHYJICS, OTJISIEIICS 110 CTOPOHAM M, He yBuaeB Mo XaHbII3HA, IIOTeP rla3a U BHILIET
3a OBEpb.

B GombIom 3ase CUeno MHOTO TOCTeH, obUINaHTE CHOBAIKM MeXAY CTOJIaMu ¢ OIiogaMy.

JIu YK3H 0CMOTpeJICS, HO He YBULETI TOr0, KOT0 UCKaJl, CeJl Ha CBOOOTHEIN CTYJI PSIIOM U CXBaTUTI
oumaHTa 3a PyKy:

— O, TH He BU[IEJI YeJI0BeKa Ha Kpecie-KoJsackKe?

OdunaHT, TONYyYUBIINN PaHee pacuopskeHus oT Yu UsHs, OTHOCHUIICS K 3TOMY T'OCIIONUHY C
0COOBIM IIOYTEHUEM:

— BapuH, TOT TOCIIONMH KaK pa3 CHSJI KOMHATY PSOOM C Ballled, C TeX Iop He BRIXOAUI. MoXeT,
3aiifere IOCMOTPETH?

JIu YK3H CHOBa 3€BHYJI, B Aylle 3aKpajioCh COMHEHUE. 3aueM eMy CHUMaTb KOMHAaTy?



OH crnpocur:
— Koroprii certuac gac?
OdunmaHT, OTKIUKHYBIIUCH Ha Y€H-TO OKJIUK, OBICTPO BEPHYJICS K HEMY:

— Yxe ckKopo yac «0». bapuH, BE IOrOOUTE, s celyac 3aKOHYY M pacCkaxy, TaM... — Cka3aB 3TO, OH
rmocMoTpen Ha JIu YXK3Ha ¢ 3aTpyIHEHUEM.

— OdunmaHT, HeCu ey, Yero KoIaelhCcs, yKe ¢ ronony ymupaeMm! — ITocbIIamuch elle HeCKOJIbKO
HETEPIIETUBEIX OKPUKOB.

JIn YK9H HaXMypus1 OPOBU, MaxXHYJ PYKOH, ¥ OPUITMAHT ITOCIEIINIT YUTH.

OH OTKMHYJICS Ha3afl, OMUPAsCh Ha CTOJI, 3alyCTUJI PYKY B PYKaB, MOLIyIIa YTO-TO, YCTABUJICS Ha
0anKy IIOTONKa U 3aMep.

HewusBecTHO, IpaBay Jii TOBOPUJ CTapuK. Kak rOBOPUTCS, HENTb3sI TOBOPUThL HaBepPHsKa, BCETaa
HY2KHO OCTaBNATh cebe MyTh K OTCTyIJIeHUI0. Ho cTapuk coBepileHHO He OeCIIOKOUIICS, TOBOPSI, UTO
CMOZKEeT BEIJIEYUTD. Y HEero OeiCTBUTEJIbHO ecTh criocobuocTu? O, ma, OH OeHCTBUTEILHO CIIOCOOHLIH
— OfiHAa MWJIIONS CHSJA ST, ¥ Y HETO eCcTh yueHUK. Ho oH cka3zaj, uTo He 3HaeT Cy LI3bI4aHs.
Heyxenu on He Koponb CHagoOuii?

9x, mapgHo, He OyAy OyMaTb. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3TOT QPYKT 5 MONIy4YuIl 6€3 0COOBIX YCUTHM, TaK YTO
CUMTAI0 9TO BO3BPATOM HOJITa 3a ITHUJIIOJIIO.

JIz Y2K3H BCTaJ, BHIIEN U3 TOCTUHHULB XU BAPYT PE3K0O OCTAHOBUJICS.

YepT, roe MHE ero ucKaTh?

JIu YK3H UBIKHYJI, pa3BEePHYJICSA U BEPHYJICS B TOCTUHUILY.

TonpKO OH Jier, KaK B KOMHATY BJIeTell MaJIeHbKUY KaMelllek.

JIr YK3H ceJjl, CKpeCTUB HOTH, ¥ KPUKHYJI B OKHO:

— JlapfiHO, BXOOH, @ TO 51 CaM ChEM 3TOT (PPYKT.

EnmBa oH mOTOBOpMII, KAaK TEHb BJIeTeNIa B KOMHATY — 3TO ObIT TOT CAMBIN CTapHIH IOMpOIIaiKa.

— THI, IIapeHb, CKa3all Tebe K 4acCy «10», ¥ THI IIPDaBAda KAOEIIb J0 nocnengnero! Ecnu (bpy'KT ImoTepdaeT
CUJIy, KdK 2Ke Torma TBOU OPYyTr BCTAHET Ha HOTH?

JIn YX3H CIIOKOHHO CMOTpe€IJI, KaK TOT IIPBITa€T OT 3JIOCTH. CTapI/IK, He IIOJIY4YUB OTBETA, (1)BIpKHYJ'I,
ceJ ¥ Haymui cebe BOJHEI.

JIn YK9H nopoxKaasl, OKa OH BBEIIBET [IBE YaIllKW, JOCTal GPYKT U OPOCUII eMy.
Crapuk moimar ero, Ho 0e3 mpexHero ¢paHatu3Ma. OH MOOHST GPYKT K CBETY, Pa3rIsaigbiBas:
— Lld-ud, HegapoM roBopsT... BHITIAOUT IPEKpPacHO.

JIn Yx9H:



— ... Tak uTO Ke 3TO BCce-Taku?

JIn YxkoH YBHUIOEII, YTO OH BCE B T€X XK€ JIOXMOTBAX, W IIOOYMaJl, 9YTO, BO3BMOXKHO, Y CTAaPWKA HET JEeHET
Ha eny, IMO3TOMY CIIPOCHII:

— To moen?

KTo GBI MOT IOOyMaTh, YTO CTAPUK YCMEXHYJICS, KOCO B3TJIIHY/I Ha HETO ¥ CKa3aJl:
— Xe, Temneps TH 3Haelllb, KaK HYXKHO IPOCUTH?

JIn YXK5H:

— ... 3p4 s nposBui KobpoTy. [IyCTh 3TOT CTAPHIX OCETI C TOJIONY IIOMpET.

CTapuk, YBU/EB, YTO TOT He IIYTUT, TOXE CTajl Cephe3HbIM. OH MOMHSII PYKY, IOTIa[KI
HeCYIIeCTBYIOIIYI0 OOPOMY U 3arafloYHO TPOU3HEC:

— Ecinu cka3aTh, YTO JIEYUTCS JIETKO — 3TO CJIOKHO. A eCJIM CKa3aTh, YTO CJI0KHO — 3TO JIETKO. B
00111eM, BCE 3aBUCHUT OT CYLBOHL.

JIn YKoH:

— ... Mory s mepemyMaTh HacueT ¢hpyKTa?

— Tak Kak Xke JIeYUTh?

Crapuk OpocHus Ha HEero B3TJIA/, COXpaHsIs BUL Myapela:

— OTO XJIOIIOTHOE [€eJI0, MEHBIIE YeM 3a I'Of-IBa He BLIJICYUTE.

JIn YK3H crnerka Haxmypuiacsd. ['og-gBa... 9TO CIULIKOM OJTO.

OH OTKPBII POT, YTOOHI YTO-TO CKAa3aTh, HO CTAPUK ITOMHSII PYKY, OCTAHABIUBAS €T0:
— MuHUMYM TOfl, ¥ TO, 3aBUCUT OT €r0 KOHCTUTYIINH.

JIv YK3H 3aKpHIT POT, pa3Mblisis. CyOs o ero COCTOSTHUIO B 00efI, ceriyac fena o6CTOAT He OUeHb
xopotro, 6yIeT i y Hero BpeMs Ha JieueHre HOT — 3TO TOXKe HEeU3BECTHO.

CTapuk, BUs, YTO TOT CHOBA €T0 UTHOPUPYET, HaAy I I'yOHI:

— Tebe celtyac He KaxKeTCs, UTO TeJ0 BefeT cebst CTpaHHO?
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