— ¢ He MOTy CMOTPeTh, KaK Thl CONMHUKAEIIBLCS C IPYTUMHU, — eCJIu OBl OH MOT, OH OBl 3a0pan Cu Huna
B CBOU [IBOpEI] IEeMOHOB U CIIPSTAJ, YTOOB HUKTO He BUOEes. — M THI He BUIENI, KaK 9TOT JeMOH
IHOHa CMOTpes Ha Tebsi. OH TOYHO BIIOOUIICS B TeOs.

CriTy Ykao cnerka ykycun meky Cu HuHa, ocTaBUB efiBa 3aMETHBIN CJIEN;:
— Hyx#Ho nockopee 3a6paTh Te0s B KEHHL...
Ycneima 970, Cu HUH BRITED TTUI0 U BHIIPSIMUIICS:

— 4 yXe B cIMCKe KaHOUOATOB B )KEHUXU KlaHa 000pOTHEN. A TH IPUXOOUIID C IpensioxeHneM. He
oTKaxeT i beccmepTHH MMmnepaTop?

— Ecnu oH He cornacurcs, g npocTo ykpany Te6s, — CriTy YKao myTnuBo oTBeTUll. — K ToMy Xe,
KaK TOJIbKO 1 PACIYIIy CIIyXH, HaCJIeOHHIHM IPUHII KJlaHa 000POTHEH caM OTKaXKeTCsl U BHIOEPET KOro-
TO OPYTOTO.

Ero crioBa CUIBHO OTIIMYAJUCE OT IpexkHero Uyu, Kak OyATO OH HUKOTO He cTaBui B rpomr. Cu Hun
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 YIUBIIEHHBIM, HO 9TU CJIOBa YCIIOKOUIIX €TO0.

— A eme HemaBHO X0 Ci0 onsiTh moHUMaJ Te6s1? — CriTy Ukao Takxke cnibliman, uTo Xo Cio xoTen
COBEPIIXTH HEUTO HEIIPUCTOMHOE 10 OTHOIIEeHUI0 K Cu HuHY, a KTO-TO TOBOPUJI, YTO OH IIPUXOOUT B
TOCTH, HO OBII M3THaH. — ¢ 3HaJ, YTO OH He ycnokouTcs. Korga-Hubymp s caMm yObio ero.

B rnazax Ceity Uxkao 3aropesncs xonon. Cu Hun uyTh He 3a0blJ1, YTO B €T'0 TeJle BCe ellle ObIT 5.
Ceituac, korma CeiTy UKao 3[ech, pa3Be 3TO He MOOXOASANIUN MOMEHT, UTOOb U3THATD €r0?

Ho [Cuctema] cka3ana:

— IpocTH, HOCUTED, ST yKe 3a0JTI0KUPOBaa... 4 BEIAIET caM [0 OKOHYAHUY LIHUKJIA. ITO CaMbIH
6e3ormacHbIi c10co6, YTOOH HEe HAaBPEOUTh TBOEMY TEJy.

fn cefiyac HEBO3MOXKHO 00HAPYyXkuTh, ¥ Cut HUH He MOT 00BbICHUTE 9T0 ChITY Y2Ka0, II03TOMY CMEHHUT
TEMY:

— KcraTy, Hauumm M XKeM4yKUHY, KOTOPYIO YKpas Xaub 1[3u?

— Eme HeT, — CriTy U2Kao 1mokayars rojaoBoi. — Ilepen cMepThio Ha HEM HUYEro He Ovlmo. A
II003peBalo, YTO OH Nepepan xkeMuyxuHy Xo Co.

Ecnu OBl OH CMOT JOKa3aTh 3TO, Y Hero Ob11o Ol Oosnblile IpuuuH youtsh Xo Cio, 1 OH MOT OBl ITOKa3aTh
BeccmeprHOMY MMIepaTopy, 4TO 3a Yesl0OBEK ero reHepart.

BosBpamenue XKemuyxutbl HebecHolt BegbMbl OBIIO €Ille OJHOM LIe/bio ero Bu3uTa. OH TaKkKe XOTell
ele pas B3TNISHYTh Ha Tenlo XaHb LI3u, 00bsicHuB beccMepTHOMYy MMmepaTopy cBoio mpock0y. Jlromu
13 Mupa 6€CCMEPTHHIX HE CMOTJIM OBl OTIO3HATH TEJI0, HO OH MOT BHI3BATh ITOCTIEOHUMN KIOYOK TYIIN
Xanb 1I3u npsimo nepen beccmepTtrbiM MMniepatopoM. OfnHaKO eMy CKasallu, YTO TeJo yxKe OBLIo
cox:keHo Xo Cio B UICTHHHOM OTHe.

Ecnu XkKeMmuyxkvHa nonasna B pyku Xo Cro, pa3Be BepOSATHOCTh Pa3pyllIeHUsI KAaHOHA He YBEJIMUUTCA?
Cu Hun Hauan 6ecriokouthbes, HO CHTy YKao goOaBut:

— Iymato, Xo Cio He 3HaeT, Kak Mmonb3oBaThcsa 2Kemuyxkunoir HebecHoit BembMbI, HO 3Ta
JXeM4UyXKrHa He T00UT ofuHOo4YecTBa. Co BpeMeHeM OHa caMa cob6ma3HuT Xo Cio.



Onu noroBopumu elfe HeMHOTO, ¥ CrITy Ykao nocmMoTpen Ha He0o, coOUpasAch YUTH:

— MHe HYXKHO CHOBa NouTu K beccmeptHoMy MMiiepaTopy, 4ToOE OH CHOBa He HayaJl COMHEBAThHCH.
OH nmpubnuauics u nouenosan Cu HuHa JonruM mnoienyeM, HEOXOTHO Pa3iydasch:

— 4 npupny K TeGe BeyepoM.

Cxka3as 3T0, CrITy YKa0, KakK 00bIYHO, IPEBPATUIICS B IBIM U BHUIETEN U3 OKHA JINYHHIX TIOKOEB.

*

Korpga oH Halen BeCCMepTHOI"O I/IMHepaTopa, TOT UT'PAJ B IMIaXMAThI C OOHHUM U3 66CCMepTHI::IX
HaCTaBHUKOB.

YBupes Coity Ukao, beccMepTHEIH MMIiepaTop OTIYCTUIT HACTaBHUKA ¥ XKECTOM IIPUTTIACUI €T0
CECTb.

— Brnapgrika IEMOHOB, €CTh HOBOCTH?

Korpma Crity Yxkao mpubsin Bo [[Bopel] 6eCCMEPTHHIX, OH 3asBHII, UuTO U3 LlapcTBa meMoHOB Oblia
yKpaZeHa peuKBUs, KOTOpasi, BO3MOXKXHO, HaXOOUTCS T'Ie-To BO [IBOpIlE, ¥ TIOMIPOCUIT Pa3pelleHus Ha
TIOUCKH.

B nocnenHue oHU OH XOOUII IIOBCIOAY, IIBITAACh IIOYYBCTBOBATL IIPUCYTCTBUE PEJINKBUH.

— EcTp, HO omyIeHue o4eHb c1aboe, ¥ s He MOTY TOYHO ONpenenuTh... — ChTy Y2Kao BhHIpa3ui
COMHEHUe. — ITO T'Ie-To Bo3Je 3amagHoro yeprora. s 6oee TIIaTeIbHOTO IIOMCKa MHE
[IOHAOOOUTCS Ballla IIOMOIIb.

3anapHbl uepTor 6w Tepputopueit Xo Cio, u beccmepTtHEl iMniepaTop Hemonro Kojebancs,
COTJIACUBIIUCE:

— I'maBHOE — MOCKOpee BEPHYTh PEIUKBUIO.
OH BBI3BAJI CIIYTy U IIPUKa3a:

— Ilepemai Moit yKa3: HUKTO BO JIBOpIle 0€CCMEPTHHIX He MOJIKeH IPeIsTCTBOBATh Biagbike
[IEMOHOB B €T0 ToxCcKaX. TakKe BHIIeNIM HECKOJIbKO YEJIOBEK U3 MOET0 IBOPIla B €r0 PacHopsKeHue.

— Bbnaropapio Bac, beccmepTHbii UMmepaTop.
[Tocne Toro xak ciyra yulen, beccmepTHe MniepaTop ¢ BUOUMEIM UHTEPECOM CIIPOCHUITL:
— {1 TakXKe CHBIIaN, YTO CETOOHS Ha Bac Hamanu? JTo mpaBaa?

— He coBcem Hanagenue, — CrITy YKao CTpaHHO MOCMOTPETT HA HETO, CJIeTKa IMOCTYKKUBAs MaslbllaMu
I10 TIOAJIOKOTHUKY. — OTO OBLI... HEOOIBIION UHIUIEHT.

Ero peakius BrI3Basa elre 0osbinee q000nbETCTBO beccMepTHoro MMmnepaTopa:
— WHnmupgeHnT?

— Ecnu decTHO, ceronusa 310 ObIIa MOS OLIUOKA.



CBITy Yxkao YJ'IBI6HYJ'[CH, BEIPAaKEHHNE €ro JINIa OBIJIO TAKUM, 6YI[TO OH BCIIOMHHAJI 4YTO-TO, B, XOTSA OH
He XO0TeJI TOBOPHUTH 6OJ'IBH.Ie, He CMOT yAepZXKaTbCs OT BOIIPOCa:

— EcTb 11 cpeny HaCTaBHUKOB BO JIBOpPIie KTO-HUOYIEL C KPOBhIo JIadypHoro [IpakoHa? MHe KaXkeTcs,
9 BUOEJ KOro-TO Ha TOM OaHKeTe...

— Kposs JlasypHoro [IpakoHa? — BeccMepTHEIN MIMIIepaTop YAUBUIICS, 3aTEM 3aCMESIIICS:

— Bawm, BeposiTHO, HEU3BECTHO, HO OOWH U3 MOUX CHIHOBel o0nafaeT KpoBbio JladypHoro [IpakoHa.
OH cempMO¥ IO CTApUIMHCTBY. KpoMe Hero... Bo [IBop1ie 6eccMepTHRIX O0JIbIle HET PAaKOHBEN KPOBU.

Xots CriTy Ukao He 3HaJ, CKOIbKO beccMepTHbI MepaTop 3HaeT U IPUTBOPSIETCS JIX OH ceiyac,
€My HYKHO OBLIIO CHII'PaTh CBOIO Posib. OH BEIPA3u ellle 00JbIllee YAUBIIEHUE:

— Tak aTo cegpMo¥ MPUHI]. HeymquBUTEIbHO... TOKA3aJICs 3HAKOMBIM.

OH cKa3aJl «3HaKOMBIM», HO TOH €ero rojoca 6bi1 gpyrum. Eciu 6B OH 3aMEeHUIT 3TO CJI0BO HA YTO-TO
BPOJie «MUJIBI», 3TO OBIJIO OBl O0JIee YMECTHO.

CriTy Ykao 6bicTpo cobpasicsi U Cephe3HO CKa3all:

— CeropHs s IPOSIBUIT HEYBazKeHUE K CeIbMOMY IIPHHILY, Haieloch, beccMepTHEI MMmepaTop He
OymeT B obuge.

BeccMmepTHBIY MIiepaTop yaBIOHYICS:

— Brnappika meMOHOB, 0 YeM BBl ToBOpPUTE? Mo CBHIH BCerma OblI 3aMKHYTHIM U He JTI00UIT BHIXOTUTD.
Ecnu oH 3allOMHUIICS BaM, 3TO CyAbOa.

CriTy Ykao, OCTUTHYB Iieu, 60sbllle He TOBOPHUI 00 3TOM U IOCJIe MAapTUH IIaxXMaT yIIIes.

OH cHayasla BepHYJICS B CBOM IIOKOH, T'e YKe XKOajlu JII0OU, BeieIeHHble beccMepTHRIM
VimmepaTtopoM. CriTy Ukao nmpuBe3 ¢ co00¥ HECKOJIBKUX NOBEPEHHBIX, U OHU Hadaju 00bICKHBATh
3amnagHBIA 4YePTOT U OKPECTHOCTH.

Xo Cio, KOHEYHO, yKe noarotoBuics, 1 Crity Ykao He Bo3jiaras O0JbIINX HagexX/ Ha 3TOT 0OBICK.
Kak Tonpko cTeMHeNOo, OH TalHO oTnpasuscsa K Cu Huny.

— Murnsiit Mo, — CHITY YzKao JIeTKO IIPOCKOJIb3HYI Yepe3 OTKPhITOoe OKHO U 00H:ANT Cu HuHa,
Jiexkalllero Ha HU3KOM KpoBaTH, c3agu. — Kpmam MeHs?

Ou nmorpy3urcd B meio Cu HuHa, ocTaBinsis nerkue MoIenyH, U caboe meKoTaHue 3acTaBuyio Cu
Huna cpexuThcsi. OH IIEPEeBEPHYIICS U MIPOTSHYT PYKY:

— Vry, xKnOy Te0s KaXKblil JeHb.

Cu Hun 37ucs, HO IO CYTH ero ObLIO JIeTKOo YCIOKOUTh. ITocie Toro kKak CriTy YKao HEMHOTO
TIOHEXUIICA C HUM, XKeJlaHhe CHOBa IPUKOCHYTHCA K HEMY CTallo elle CUJIbHEE.

CriTy Ukao o0HSMI ero, ¥ Iepef HUM OKa3ajach rjagkas pyka, MIMPOKUN pPyKaB CIIOJ3 [0 JIOKTS.
Cu HuH nokpacHen:

— ¢ TonBbKO YTO CcIlan ¥ pykKa 3aTekna. [lomaccupyi MHe.



— Xoporo, xoporo, — CeTy Y2Kao0 IOLEeI0Ba ero maibls U HEXKHO IIOMacCUPOBal PyKy. — I'me-
Hubyb eme 60muT?

Cu Hun nopyMain ¥ YTKHYJICS HOCOM:
— U por.

Ero gpakoHu# por yxe o4ty He 60Jies1, TUIIb HHOTAA YyBCTBOBAJIOCH JIeTKoe HanpskeHue. CHTy
Ykao ogHOU pyKor oOHMMan Cu HuHa, a gpyroit MacCUpOBaJl €eT0 PYKY, TO3TOMY HAKJIOHUIICS U
II0LIeJI0Bal KOXKY BOKPYT pora.

Panbiie oH BUEN TOIBKO YPOOIHUBEIX YEPHEIX TPAKOHOB B ]_[apCTBe JEMOHOB, C KDUBBEIMHA POT'aMH,
PaCTyIIMMH KdK II0IIaJIO. Ho por Cu Huna, 0T 0OCHOBaHUS OO0 MAJIEHBKOI'O PA3BETBJIEHUA U IO
FOJTY6OBaT01"O KOHYHKa, OBLIT TAKMM K€ MUJIEIM 1 KPaCHUBEIM, KaK U OH CaM.

OH no1enoBan por u He CMOT YOepZXKaThbCA, YTOOHI HE KOCHYTBCS €T0 SA3BIKOM.

OTOT XKecCT OBUI CITUIIKOM 3POTHYHEIM, 1 Cu HuH He cMOT coepKaTh JIETKYIO IPOXKb, TOCIIEIIHO
oTTONKHYB CHITYy YKa0:

— THI...

Ero nuimo cTaHOBUIOCH BCE KpaCHee, U OH IIOYTHU HEe MOI' CMOTPETh Ha CBITy Yxkao, IIpoCTO
YTKHYBIIXCH JIMIIOM B €TI0 OI€2KOY, OTKA3bIBAsICh ITIOOHATECA.

Ero por Ctal Ooree YYBCTBUTEJIbHBIM, YEM PAHBIIE, XU OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TO, KOT'Id CBITy Yxkao
moifeoBan ero. Ho oH maxe He 0XuOas, YTO TOT CHAENIaeT 3TO Tak IIpsAMO...

9T0 OBIIO He TO YTOOH HEIIPUSITHO, HO OIMYIIeHus ObITU CIIUIIKOM HHTEHCUBHBIMHU, ¥ €T0 PYKa,
cxuMammas ogexny CeiTy YKao, Bce elfe apoxana.

YBupes, kak Cu Hun cmymaetcs, CeiTy YKao He CTaj IPOJONIXKATh, [TOTJIaXKKUBast €ro BOJIOCH:
— JlagHo, magHo, He 6yAy Apa3HUTh TeOs.

Por Cu HuHa ellle He 10 KOHI[A BHIPOC, ¥, CTPOTO TOBOPSI, OH ObIN elrle Mojiofl. A CriTy UkKao yxKe MOT
Ha3kBaTh beccMepTHOro Mmmneparopa 6paToM. Temnepsb OH MOJI0XKUII I'JIa3 Ha €ro ChHA.

Korma on xenutcs Ha Cu HuHe, pa3Be OH He cTaHeT 3i1TeM beccmepTHOro MMneparopa?
HeynuBuTenbHO, 4YTO OH 4yBCTBOBas, OyaTo beccmepTHEI MMnepaTop YTO-TO 3HAET, HO HUYETO He
TOBOPUT, IPOJOJIKAsA UTPATh CBO POJib...

— YToOHl KEHUTHCS Ha TeOe YeCTHO, s MPUJI0KUI HeMano ycunui, — Crity Ykao npunogssan Cu
Huna u noienosasn ero MajieHbKYI0 MOUYKY yxXa. — Korpma Tel moefemrs co MHOU B LJapcTBO eMOHOB, 5
He OyOy Tak JIeTKO OTIyCKaTh Teb4.
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