Xy banb 3afymarncs Ha MTHOBEHME, He0XKHAaHHO IMOTHOCThIO COTIaCUBIIKUCE CO cnoBamu HOHE [llaHa.
OH KUBHYI:

— [la, ma, THI IpaB.

— Torpma OrICTpPEe TOMOTH MHE €TI0 HaWTH.

— A ecnu Haliny, OyneT cyineHast poioka? — Xy baHb BOpyr Hadas TOProBaThCS.
HOus llan oTBETUII:

— He Tonpko cyurenyo peioky! Eciu TH TOMOXKeITh MHE HalTH €T0, BeCh PhIOHBIN PHIHOK OymeT
TBOUM.

Xy baHb IpOTSAHYI NTally, CIOBHO Ipedyiaras «AaTh OaTh». FOHB IllaH MOCIenIHo XJI0nHyJI 10 Hel,
3aBEPIIUB CHEJIKY.

Kot TyT Xe mogHeC HOC K IpeBHEMY TpaKTaTy, II0CJie 9Yer0 CKPUBUIICS OT OTBPAIlleHUS:
— @y, KaK BOHSIET! — HEOBOJILHO IIPOMYPJIEIKAJ OH. — TEl YTO, TOJIBKO UTO Ha HEero Haragui?

— He obpamma# BHuMaHus, Uil ckopee bomnbinernasky. [IoMHY, BeCh PHIOHBIN PHIHOK KT TBOETO
30Ba! — ckazan FOus IlaH.

Xy baHb KHUBHYII, HO, HE 2KeJlad II0KAa3aThCs CIIMIIKOM YK IIOAATIINBLEIM, I[O6aBI/IJ'I:

— 4 nomory Tebe HaliTH pebeHKa TOIBKO II0TOMY, UTO MHE OH TOXe HpaBuTcs. CoBceM He U3-3a
PHIOBI, TTOHSIT?

FO#usb IllaHy XOTEI0Ch U30 BCEX CHII 3aAYIIUTh 9TOTO KOTAa. B TaKo# KPUTUUECKUEH MOMEHT OH ellle U
6onrtaet epyHmy. IIpoCcTO HEBLIHOCUMO!

Ho oH He nocmesn. Benb OH IPOCUIT TOMOIIH, ITO3TOMY JIUIIb N300pa3uil JIt00e3HYI0 YIILIOKY:

— Ia, ma, 3Hat0. Brl, rocrioguH KOT, CIUIIKOM 671aropogHel, YTOOH YHUKATHCS Pagy MOPENIPOOYKTOB.
Tosnbko Torga Xy basb KUBHYII ¥ CHOBa IIOHIOXAJl. BCKOpe OH yiIoBUIl 3anax bosnbiieriasku.

Kot cHoBa HaxMypuics:

— Bo uTo THI ee cerogus omen? HoByio ogexny? [ToueMy He mocTupas nepeq TeM, Kak HafeTh Ha
pebenka? Y Tebst BooOIIe eCTh XOTh KaIlJIst 3TPaBOT0 CMEICTIA?

I'maza KOus Illana 3aropenuchk. He TpaTs BpeMs Ha OIpaBOaHHUs, OH TOPOIIJIMBO CIPOCHII:
— BricTpee, Begu MeHS K Hel!
Xy Bans cupsireyn ¢ pyk FOub [Ilana u moGexxan Brepef, Ho, faxe 0exkaB, IIPOIOIXKa BOPYATh:

— 3Haelb, Y HEKOTOPHIX HeTeN MOXKET ObITh YYBCTBUTEILHOCTh K MaTepHajiaM HOBOM ofiexbl. Ecnu
He MMOCTHUPATh, 9TO MOKET YCUIIUTh pa3mpaxkeHue. Tak 4To, Jaxke eCJIu Thl IEHUBBIN, XOTSI OBl 3aMOYHU
B BOfle, a JIyullle elle U noMHu. [Torsan?

HOns [laH ObIT B 3aMelIaTeILCTBE U HE yOepKaJCs OT OTBeTa:



— TwI, KOT, 3Haemb 00IbIIEe, Y4eM JIIOOY, — OH MCIIyTaJICs, 9YTO €TI0 TOH MOZKET PAa303JINTh KOTa, 1
IIOCIIEIITHO JIO6aBI/IJ'I. — HpOCTO IMOTPACAlOIIe, IMMOTPACAIOIIE.

Xy BaHb MSIYKHYJ ¥ BAPYT 3aNPHLITHYJT HA CTEHY, IEPENPHITHYB 4epe3 Hee.

FOup IllaH nocMOTpes Ha CTEHY BHICOTOM 60Jiee TPpeX METPOB U IIOHSJI, YTO MY He 0T CUTTY ee
npeoponieTs. OH I0O3Bas KOTa, HO, He TOJIy4YUB OTBETa, nobexkan BOKpyr. HakoHel] oH BEIOpaics U3
TiepeyJika U YBUAEN, YTO KOT KAET ero y BhIXOAa.

FOus lan ygusuics:

— THL... THI KaK TYT OKa3aycs?

Xy baHb 00/IM3HY NTany:

— 3a cTeHOU OBUT OTENb. f IPOT0Iomacs, 3alles U CXBaTUI PHIOKY. Teneps y MeHS eCTh CHUJIHL.

HOns Ilan 661 Ha TpaHU OT4YasSHUS. He roBops y:Ke 0 TOM, HACKO/IbKO 6e33a00TeH 3TOT KOT, KOTOPHIH
B TaKOU KPUTHUYECKUY MOMEHT HallleJl BpeMs IoecThb. K c4acThio, OH caM He CMOT IIepejie3Th 4yepes3
CTeHy, nHaue Obl 3PS IOTPATUII CUJIHL, CJIeys 3a 3TUM KOTOM.

[Tocne atoro FOus Illan melCTBUTENHHO MOAYMEIBAI O TOM, UYTOOB CBAPUTH U3 3TOT0 KOTA CYII.
Xy BaHb, Ka3anoch, Ipo4YuTas ero Meicid. OH cHOBa no6exarsl, Kpuda Ha XOmy:

— ¢ 3Hal0, YTO TH HEHABUAMILIL MEHS 0 KOCTEH U Jaxke X04elrb YOuTh, YTOO CBapuTh cyml. Ho
IIpenynpexga, eCTb MeHs ONacHO. f ThICa4YeIeTHUN KOT-0eMOH, U Mbl ¢ baii YsHeM BMecTe
IIPOXOOMIN UCIbITaHUE HeOeCHOM Kaphl. XOTA 51 He IPeyCIesl, HO 51 XOTs Obl y4acTBOBaI, IIOHSI?

FOusp Illan cioyman, omenoMaeHHbIH.
Xy BaHb IpOgOIKU:

— VIMeHHO IT03TOMY MOM KOCTH ¥ CYXOXKHJIHS IIPOIIIA Yepe3 THICAYM 3aKaJloK, ¥ BCe MOe TeJio
IPOIUTAHO CMEPTENIbHEIM IO0M. Tak 4To, Jaxke eCJIi Thl CMOXKeIlb MeHs pa3fieaTh ¥ CBapPUTh, MSICO
OynmeT samoBUTHIM. ONWH TJIOTOK — ¥ Thl YMPEIIIb.

Xy banb rosopu’ Tak yBepeHHo, 4uto IOHSb [llaH Hayas COMHeBaThCS, He BPeT iU OH. Benp
IIPOX0K[eHNe HeOeCHOM Kaphl — 3TO TO, YTO CYIIECTBYET TOJIbKO B JIETEHMaX, a OH ellle YTBEPK/IaeT,
YTO €ro TeJI0 IPONMUTaHO HoM. Ecniu 9T0 Tak, moueMy OH caM He yMep, IOCTOSHHO BHIIM3bIBasA ce0s1?

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT HeJb3s OBIIO 3NTUTh rocrmogrvHa KOTa, IIO3TOMY OH JIUIIb ynblﬁHYHCH " CIIPOCHII:

— Torpma BHI, TOCIIOAUH KOT, HerobenuMbl? Kak s, TPOCTOM CMEPTHHIN, MOTY OLIThH BaIllUM
conepHUKOM? Kak 51 MOT flaxke IIOOyMaTh O TOM, YTOOEI CBapUTh Bac?

Xy BaHb NpHITHYI Ha [TOKapPHBIM TUAPAHT Hemoganeky, nosepHyncs K FOus [llaHy u ¢ cepbe3HBIM
BUIOM CKa3al:

— EcTb TONBKO 0ouH criocob nobequTh MeHs. X0oudellls 3HaTh KaKou?
HOup lan 3amep. OH 0CTaHOBUJICS, XOTS Ha CJI0BaX O0TKA3aJiCs, HO €T0 VI HaCTOPOXKUIIUCS.

Xy BaHb cepbe3HO0 IPOU3HEC:



— 9T0 — NOJIIOOUTL MEHS U 3aCTaBUTh MEHS [I0JII00UTE TeOsd.
FOns llaH 4yTh He BEIPyTaJICH.

«ITom00UTh TBOIO CECTPY, OMIOOUTH! 1 Ke cKa3aJl, Thl KOT, XBaTUT y2Ke CTPOUTD U3 cebs YeyloBekKa,
TBOIO MAaTh».

«H Kak g mory 1e6s mono6uTh? Thl BECh TaKOM IYLINCTHIM, faxke He 3Halo, C KAKOM CTOPOHEI
TOJICTYTIIUTECS .

FOns llan cpoepxkuBancs, a Xy banb mob6aBui:

— Ho s TouHO He o000 Te6s1, MOTOMY YTO MOe cepplle mpuHannexuT bait YsHio. Begs MbI
IIPOIIIA Yepe3 CTOIbKO BMECTe, ¥ 00a MPOIIIM THICSYM 3aKaloK. ITO He TO, YTO THI, TPOCTOMN
CMEPTHBIN, MOXKEIIb TTOHITh.

Teno FOus Illana gpoxkamo. Ecimu O6b1 He TocnegHue Kariu pa3yMa, CAepKUBaloIIle ero, OH Obl yKe
B30pBa’sCs.

«JM, THI, BOHIOYH KOT, XBATUT yKe caMoIio60oBaHus! & 4TO, TOBOPUII, YTO X0Uy Te0s MOTI0OUTH?».

«H eme, bayt YaHb, MOMKHO OBITH, OCTIET, YTOOH mepxkaTh Te0s psmoM. Thl TAKOM MEeP3KUH U
TIOIIUIBIN, OH 3HAeT 00 3TOM?».

«H BoOOI1IE, MHE HY2KHO CPOYHO CIlacaTh YeyloBeKa, OpaTaH, KTO OyHeT CIylIaTh TBOX HCTOPUH O
THICSYAX 3aKaJIOK?».

Xy BaHb, HaCTafUBIINACh CBOUM TPpUyM(GbOM, HaKOHEIl 3aMeTHJI CTpaHHyo0 atMochepy. OH IOCMOTpEI
Ha FOHb IIlaHa, CheXKUIICS, CIIOBHO BCIIOMHUB O CBOHM MUCCHUH, ¥ OBICTPO CIIPHITHYTI C TUAPAHTA,
no6exaB BIepeq.

HOus llaH ¢ MpayHEIM JIUIIOM ITOCTEOOBA 3a HUM.

HewusBecTHO, CKONBKO OHM Gexkainu, HO faxke Xy banb ycran. Bes sHeprus, kotopyio FOub [Ilan
coOupasics UCIIONIb30BaTh IIPOTUB BPAros, yiia Ha Oer.

Jlyuiie OBl OH B3sJ1 Beslocunen, yo.

Onu nobexau 10 MecTa, II0X0XKero Ha IIepKOBb, HO OHa JaBHO Oklia 3abporrneHa. [laxke KpecT,
CUMBOJI IIEPKBHU, OB HATIOJIOBUHY COXKIKEH.

Hap uepkoBbio BHCEN I'YCTOM YEPHBIM TyMaH, faXxe IIJIOTHee, 4YeM Ty4H Iiepef] IPo30id. OTO TOBOPUIIO
0 TOM, CKOJIbKO ITPU3PaKOB ¥ IEMOHOB CKPHIBAJIOCh BHYTPH.

FOusp lllan ygusuicsa. Kak oH MOT He 3HATh O TAKOM MeCTe C TaKOU CHUJIbHOM MHBCKOU 3Hepruei? Bean
3Ta IIePKOBb HAaXOUTCS Ha OKpanHe BaHTKOKa, HelaleKo OT Topofa.

Xy banb MsyKHYJI, yKa3as J1allof BIiepen U CKa3a:
— Ona TaM, — 1ocye 4ero OTCTYNUII Ha3al, TOTOBSCH K OTCTYIJIEHUIO.
O#ns Illan crpocunt:

— Tw1 Oousca?



Xy baHb KUBHYI:

— HMeHHO.

— TrlI Ke HeysI3BUM U IIPOIIIeN Yepe3 THICAYU 3aKaJloK, a BCe ellle OOUIIbCs?

Xy baHb CHOBa KUBHYII:

— HnmenHo.

— Tol myTHIIBL?

Xy baHb Cepbe3HO OTBETUI:

— Kutenu nnaneTsl My He nryT. Bolock — 3HauuT, 6010Cch. Kolmaunii Hapog HUKOTAa He BPET.

— He Bpems, 6nun! — FOHD [llaH, HaKOHEII, COPBAJICS, BHIIJIECHYB BCI0 HAKOMIUBIIYIOCS 37I0CTh. — THI
TOBOPWJI, YTO HEYSI3BUM U IIPOIIIE] Yepe3 THICSYM 3aKaloK. ITo Owlya 10Kb? Tl U3IeBaeUIbCS Hafo
MHOI1?

Xy BaHb 7T0BKO 130e3Kaa OTBETa, 3alPEICHYB Ha KaMeHb I103au ce0s:

— BMecTo TOr0 4TOGR! TPATUTL BPEMS Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, JTyUIlle MOWIN U CIIaCh CBoero pebeHKa. Bens
KaXkfass MUHYTa Ha CUeTy...

FOns Ilan, He HoXKUAasACh OKOHYaHUS (pa3sl, Opocui Ha Hero 37100HBIN B3TJIAN U obexkal B 3Ty
IIePKOBB, KOTOpas maxe Xy baHsg Hamyraia CBOei 0MacHOCTBIO.

y dBTOPa €CThb YTO CKa3aTh:

Moii Xy Bansb: Cnrlllian, mapeHb, T BIUCcal MeHs B KHUTY? [la# cylneHyi0 priOKy 3a TOHOpap.
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