B rnazax Xya E MenpKHYIa pacTePSIHHOCTD. Y Hero OBIO0 MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, HO BpeMeHU He 6b110. OH
MaXke He YCIes UCIYTraThCs, KAk DHTOHU OTKPHUI JIIOK U BHITOJIKHYII €T0 HapyXy. B BakyyMme He OBIIO
COTIPOTUBIIEHUS, U TOJTYOK DHTOHU OTIIPABUII €T0 TeJIO B MOJNET. Xya E mouTH MHCTUHKTUBHO HaxXaJl
Ha KPaCHYIO KHOTIKY. B TOT ke Mur 6paciieT Ha ero pykKe U3MEHHUJICS, METaJUI 00EPHYII BCE €ro TeJIo,
OIIyIIEHNE YAYIIbS UCYE3JI0, U OH CMOT AHImaTh. [lepen ero riasamMu Ha 3KpaHe MOSIBUIACh KpacHas
CTPOKa.

[Kucmopoma XBaTUT Ha [IBa Yaca, IBUraTesb MpopaboTaeT Tpu Yaca. BribepuTe HalpaBIeHHe
OBUXKEHUS. |

Xya E napun B npoctparcTBe. OH 00epHYJICSA U YBULEI TO, UTO 3allOMHUJ Ha BCIO KU3Hb. YEPHEIH
3BEPUHBIN POY HAOPOCHUIICS Ha OTPOMHEBIN KOPabiib, TIOTJIOTUB €T0 38 CUUTaHHBIE CeKyHAH. Kopabnb
1cye3, He OCTaBUB Jlaxke KyCKa MeTaslfa.

Kopabnb 6b1n yHUYTOXKEH MrHOBeHHO! Ecnu Obl OHM OCTaNuCch Ha OOPTY, OT HUX TOXKE HUYEro Ol He
0CTaJIoOCh!

Xya E mmpoKo pacKphlI rfla3a, ero pacTepsIHHOCTD UcYe3ia. B TOT MOMEHT B ero rojioBe Onlna
TOJIBKO OIHA MBIC/Th — BBRIKUTH! OH IIOCMOTpPEN Ha KPACHYI0 CTPOKY U OBICTPO HaxKall KHOIIKY,
0003HavaIIy0 OBUXKeHKe Brepéen! [Tog ero HoramMu IMOSIBUJICS IIOTOK BO3yXa, TOJIKAS €T0 BIEPE..

B aTom GeckpaiiieMm KocMmoce Xya E Obln Kak mBITHHKA, TUTHIBYINAs B HeM3BeCTHOCTh. OH He 3HaJl, rjie
OymeT KOHell, ¥ Jaxe He 3HaJ, OymeT U oH BooOIe. Bo3MOXKHO, ero xkfaia TOJIbKO CMEPTb.

BRIKUTE OEeliCTBUTEIBHO OBLITO BOIIPOCOM BEPOATHOCTH, X BEPOATHOCTE 3Ta Onblna Kpalee Maljla.

MeTann co3gan BOKPYT Hero He0oIbIlloe TPOCTPaHCTBO, 06pa3oBaB cracaTeIbHYIO Kancyny. Xya E
OCTaJICSL OOUH, U CTpax Haydas oBjafgeBaTh UM. OH 3aKpHUI I'71a3a, I103BOJIAS TeJly OBUTaThCS Ha
OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH.

C TeyeHuneM BpeMeHU oTuasgHue Xya E pocio. Ero Teno Hayano gpoxaTh, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a HEPBHOI'O
HATPSKEHUsI, eMy Ka3aJloCh, YTO KaIlCyJla TOXe JPOXKUT. B ero rojgoBe MpOHOCUIUCH BOCIIOMUHAHUS
13 IeTCTBa, CMEPTh Ka3anach BcE 6uxke. Ho BOPYT YTO-TO TEIIOE KOCHYJIOCH ero nulia. Xya E
OTKDPHIJI I'lla3a 1 YBI/IJIGH pa3pocu1y10c;1 CBUHBIO. A-BaH THIKAJICS KOIILITAMU B €TI0 JIXI10, CJIOBHO
yTermras.

MoxeT, 3T0 OBIIIO JIUIIHL ero BooOpaxkeHrWeM, HO 0OBIYHO TJIyIIOBaTHIM B3rsAg A-BaHa Temephb Ka3ancs
MYZOpPHEIM, Kak OyATO CTapeuIHa JTaCKOBO TJIafUll ero, yCcIoKauBasi. Xya E mocTeneHHO yCIIOKOUICS,
IIOHMMas, YTO He MOXKeT CHaBaThCH.

OH B3s1JT KOTIEITO A-BaHa, KOTOPOe THIKAJIOCh €My B HOC, ¥ IIOPOCEHOK IIPHUXKAJICS K ero imee. Xya E
OCMOTPeEJICSI BOKPYT, HO Be3fe Oblyla JIUIIh MycToTa. ET0o B3I/ 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha KPacHOU CTPOKE.

[Kucrmopoma XBaTUT Ha JeCSATh MUHYT, HBUTATENb MpopadoTaeT vyac. ]

Korpa kucmopon 3aKOHUYHUTCS, OCTaHETCS TOJIBKO CMepTh. Xya E mouyBCTBOBAJI, UTO BO3yXa B
KallCyJie CTAaHOBUTCSI MEHbIIle, Hayanach JIETKas OfbIIKa. A-BaH nmpuxarncs K HeMy, YyBCTBYS
ONIacHOCTb. Ero My[pEIf B3I UCUe3, CMEHUBIIKCh OOBIYHOU TJIyIIOBAaTOM MOPAOYKOM, VI HEPBHO
nopepruBanuch. Xya E monoxun pyky Ha ronoBy A-BaHa, cTapasicCh OpILIaTh PEXeE.

BHe3anHoO B THIIMHE KOCMOCa IIOSIBUJICS MOIIHBIN ITIOTOK BO3[lyXa, KOTOPHIY BTSHYJI KaIlCyJly BHYTPb!

Xya E MHCTUHKTUBHO 3aKPHIJI I'Jla3ad, KPEeIIKo 00OHSB A-Bana, 1 okasarncs BTAHYT B HEM3BECTHOE



IPOCTPaHCcTBO. OH YCIIBIIAN FPOMKHE 3BYK, TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK METAJITI CZKUMAETCSI, U €T0 TeJIO
6yaTO pa3phiBasioch Ha YacTU. HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa OH AyMaJl, YT0 YMPET, HaBlIeHre UCUe3JIo.

Xya E ymai, roy10Ba KpyKuiach, HO 4Yepe3 MIHOBEHME OH IMIPUIIEN B ce0s1. MeTannuyeckas KarcyJa,
MCUepIIaB 9HEPTHUI0, CKaJlach, IPeBPaTUBIINCE 00paTHO B Opaciet. Teneps Xya E okaszancs B
IIPSIMOM KOHTAKTE C YEM-TO.

OH OTKpHINI TJ1a3a u yBUpen 0enyio Koxy. Ero B3rjia CKOIb3HYI BHU3, 3aTEM BBEPX, U OH
MHCTUHKTUBHO yOapui. YesloBeK IO HUM He 0XKHUAa 3TOT0 U OTJIETE] B CTOPOHY, YAAPUBILUCE O
CTEHY C TPOMKHM CTYKOM.

Xya E BCTan 1 mocMOTpesn Ha TOr0, KOro TOJIBKO YTO yOapui. TOT MOJHSAJICS C IOoJla ¥ IMOAOLIEN K Xya
E. B ero siHTapHHIX r71a3ax OyiieBana 6yps:

— Tri BTOPrcst Ha MO¥ Kopaliib, a TEMEePh eIle U YOapuil MeHs.

C nepsoro B3rnspa Xya E moHsN, KTO mepef HUM. OTO JIULO OH BUAEJ IOYTH KaXKAbl JeHb Ha
00JIBIIIOM SKPaHe B IIEHTPe ropona Ha 3Be3me [epesiHHOro Kapmuka. 1o Ol 00BbeKT 000KaHUS €T0
TOPHOTOo ¥ pa3apaxKalolero Ky3eHa. [Jlaxe 6e3 ofek/bl ero apuCTOKpaThdecKas 0OCaHKa 1
BLICOKOMEPHE OBIIM OUYEBUIHHI.

Y oH TONBKO 4TO... yOapui ero! Xya E UHCTUHKTUBHO CIIPATAJ PYKY 3a CIUHY U IIOAHSII TOJIOBY,
TS5 Ha Hero.

ToT crosin mepern Xya E, Bo3BhIIIasiCh Hafl HUM Ha ABe T'0JIOBHEL. Xya E cMOTpes Ha ero mo00pofioK,
3aTeM ero B3TJISI CKOJIb3HYJ BHU3, HA MYCKYJIUCTYIO TPYAb, IIJIOCKUM XKUBOT U... HEYTO
BHYIIKUTENbHOE. Xya E OBICTPO OTBEN B3TJISM U, IIOQHSIB T'OJIOBY, CTPOTO CKa3all:

— l'eneparn [luvH, 104YeMy BH He OfETHI!

[IMVH HaKJIOHUJICA, U eT0 HEBEPOATHO KpaCcUBOe JIUI0 0Ka3asloch nnepen Xya E, Ho Temeps mof
IIPaBHIM T'7Ia30M MOSIBUJICS CUHSK.

Xya E nouyscTBOBan ceds eme 601ee HEJIOBKO, OIIYCTUB I'OJIOBY:
— IIpoctuTe, £ mogyMal, YTO 9TO KAKOH-TO XyJIUTraH.
[IuyH 4yTh HE pacCMesics:

— Tl cKa3aj, 9TO S MOX0XK Ha XynuraHa? Ero cpaBHUBAIM C IPUHIIEM C KAPTHUHEI, C 60TOM COJIHIIA U3
JIeTeHI, HO HUKTO HUKOTITIa He Ha3kIBall ero XyJIUTaHOM.

— Torpma nmoyemy BEL HE OLETHI?
— OTO0 MO€ TUYHOe [eJIo, Kakoe Tebe 10 3Toro?
— He ogeBaTbCca — 3T0 XynurancTBo! — Hactausas Xya E.

[uuH HaXMypPUJICS ¥ BAPYT NPOTSHYN PYKY. Ero IuHHBIE Ianblbl KOCHYIUCh ofnex bl Xya E, u B
CledyIoLKi MOMEHT OHa pa3fieTesnach Ha KyCKH, yIaB Ha IIOJI.

Xya E ocTonbeHern, 3aTeM UHCTUHKTHBHO IIPUKPHITT HUXKHIOI YaCTh TeJla, er0 YEPHBIE Tla3a
cMoTpenu Ha [lunHa ¢ yousneHueM. OH SBHO He OXKHAAJ, YTO JleTeHOapHbIY reHepan [Juun Cuc,
M3BECTHBIM CBOMM 0J1arOpOICTBOM U CHUJIOH, CTlIocO0eH Ha Takoe!



— Temepsb TH TOXKEe XyJIUTaH, — C YIOBIETBOPEHUEM cKa3as [[unH, Kak 6yaTo 3aBepIIU BaKHOE
feno.

Xya E mocMoTpen Ha Ky4y OOpHEIBKOB, 3aTe€M Ha ce0si, ¥ He HAIIENCs, YTO OTBETHUTE.

IuWH, Ka3aa0Ch, IPUBHIK K OTCYTCTBUIO ofekabl. OH MEIJIEHHO CEeJT Ha CTYJI, CII0KUB HOTH, KaK
OynTo OBLT OLET B CAaMBIM 3JIeTaHTHBIM KOCTIOM. Ero mpaBast pyka moanepkuBaja Mogboponok, OH
BBITJISIEN U3BICKAHHO U 6J1aropoHO.

— IToyeMy THI TOIIAJT Ha MO¥ KOopabiib yepe3 3arpy304HBIN IITI03? — er0 ABUKEHUS OBUIM U3SIIHEI,
HO B3IJIs OBIJT XUIIHBIM, KaK Y 3BEPSI, CMOTPSIIET0 Ha HoOb4Y.

Xya E He 6b11 Tak 6eccTriieH, Kak [JuuH. OH mpHITa, MHITasgCh HAUTH OeXAY, HO HUYEro He HallE]l.
B utore on B35yt A-BaHa, YTOOH IPUKPHITh HUKHIOK YacCTh Teja, U 3abuscs B yron, riifad Ha [JuuHa.

— MBI CTONKHYTUCH C 3BePUHBIM poeM, — 00bsicHun Xya E.
[uuH ycMexHyJICs, HO B €T0 I'la3ax He OBII0 cMexa:

— Moit kopabb cOO0IIAET, YTO B PafilyCe JECSITH CBETOBBIX JIET HET 3BEPUHBIX POEB. THI MOSABUIICS
BHE3AITHO, MOXKET OBITh, IIOTOMY 4TO... — [[MMH IPOBE MablieM 10 IoAO0POHKY, ero yibidKa cTana
emé 0ojyiee cTpaHHOU. — THI BIIIOOIEH B MEHS?

Xya E npomosmyart.
— ...91 IenCTBUTEIBHO CTOJIKHYJICS C 3BEPUHBEIM pPOEM, — HaKOHel] BEIMOJIBUII OH.

[VVH OPUBLIK K TOMY, UTO IIOYTH II0JI0OBUHA MMniepun Obina BiatoOeHa B HETO, U 9TU JIIONU
TIOSIBJISIIUCE Ilepefl HUM B CaMbIX CTPaHHBIX (hopMax. Xya E, ymaBmmii Ha Hero ¢ He0a, ObLT He
nepBeIM. [[uKH mocMoTpen Ha ronoro Xya E. B ogexkae oH Kasascs XyOsIM U TEMHBEIM, HO 6e3 Heé ero
xynoba Oplia MeHee 3aMeTHa. MaJleHbKOe JIUII0, YEPHEIe ONleCTAIMe I71a3a U KyapsiBble YEPHEIE
BOJIOCHI, TTafiafolye Ha J100, JeUCTBUTEIbHO BHITISAAEIN MUJTIO.

Ho...

— TwI He MO¥ COBMECTHUMBIH IIPOBOIHUK, TaK YTO 3a0ygb 00 3TOM, — cKa3as [[uuH.
Xya E ycTasno nosTopu:

— ...91 IelCTBUTEIPHO CTOJIKHYJICS C 3BEPUHBEIM POEM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BOPBAJICS MOJIOHOM YEJIOBEK C PHIXKMMHU BOJIOCAMH, €T0 JIUI0 CHUSIJIO OT
BO30yXKIEHHUS:

— I'eHepaJi, MBI CTOJIKHYJIUCH C 3BEPUHEIM POEM YPOBHSA Al
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