— [la, KaK 3TO BO3MOXKHO? — 3aKpuyasa MaTh Xya JIuss.

Ee KpuK HallOMUHAJ UCTEPUKY CBAPJIUBOM KEHIIUHHI, TOTHOCTHIO JIUIIUBLIEHCS ITPEKHETO BETUYUS
1 HagMeHHOCTH. CerogHsIIHUY JeHb CTall IJIs Hee KpaliHe HeCYaCTIUBLIM. Ee ropaocTs, CHIH, He
IIPOILIEeST TeCT, BBI3BAB HACMEIIKH OKPYKaMIIKX. A TOT, KOTO OHa BCerfa CYMTana HUKYeMHbM, Xya E,
HAIIPOTHUB, Ipoime. [ Hee 3TO ObII0 OTPOMHBIM YHUKeHMeM. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CXOOUT C yMa.

— BEI cOMHEBaeTeCh B MOEM pPEeIIeHNU? — XO0JIOAHO CIIPOCUJTT YeJIOBEK C KaMeHHBIM TUIoM. — Xya E,
XOTh ¥ HE CaMbIM YMHBIN, BCE XK€ e[jBa COOTBETCTBYET KPUTEPHUSAM IIOCTYILJIEHUS B IMIIEPCKYIO
akKamemuo [IpOBOMHUKOB.

— XBaturt, Xya JIuap! — mopHsmcsa Xya Lo, 6pocuB Ha Xya E cnoxHubii B3rnsag. — Xya E — TBo#
Myapmui 6paT. Eciu oH mpoIien TeCT, THI JOIKEH PajioBaThCS 3a HETO.

— Ienymka! — ¢ 06umo# B TOM0Ce BOCKIUKHYI Xya JIMHD, €0 JIUI0 HCKA3UJIOCh OT VHUKEHUS.

Xya LIto, coxpaHsis JOCTOMHCTBO, JIUIIb B3TNISHYJ Ha Xya JIMHS, He IPOU3HOCS CJIOB YTEIIeHUs, U
obparurscs K Xya E:

— Xya E, TrI, HaBepHOe, ycTan? OTOOXHU HEMHOTO, 51 BEJII0 IPUTOTOBUTh Te0e KOMHATY.

Ho pa3Be B gome Xya Moria O6bITh KOMHATa a1 Xya E?

B sToMm gome He OBIJIO MeCTa HU [Ji9 HETO, HU [JI ero OTIa.

[Tama Xya cupgen B CTOPOHe, 3aKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOTY, 4 Ha ero rybax 3acThlla HAaCMeInBas yiIbl0Ka.

M3BecTue o ToM, uTo Xya E npunsanu B UMnepckyio akafeMuio [IpoBOOHUKOB, OBICTPO
pacnpocTpaHunoch 1o 3se3ne [lepepsHHoro Kapnuka. CeMbs Xya, CJIOBHO 3a0bIB O CBOEM pPELIeHUN
TIOPBATh C OTLIOM ¥ CHIHOM, BHE3AIMHO Hayasa 060xkaTh Xya E, BO3Befis ero Ha IbefecTal.

Ha Be4YEepHEM IIprueMe, KOTOpOoro 0OBIYHO WTHOPHUPOBAJIN, OTENl X ChIH CTAJIX I'JTaBHBIMU T'€POAMU.
MHorue, KTO PaHbIIE HE o6pa1_uan Ha HUX BHUMAHHW{A, TEIIEPh OKPY2KUIIN UX, IIPOU3HOCA JIbCTUBBIE
CJIOBa.

B 1o BpeMsd KaK B OODHOM YTJIy ITIAPHIIO BeCeJibe, B IPYI'OM MHOTHE CKPEXKETAIIN SY6aMH. Xya JIuHb U
ero poouTeyid CuOelid BMeCTe, UX JINIia ObLH MpPa4HEL, U eJa Ka3alaCbh 6e3BKYCHOﬁ.

[Tocne yxuHa Xya L{t0 HeCKOJIBKO pa3 B3TIgHYI Ha Xya E, 3aTteM Ha [lany Xya ¥ B3OOXHYII:

— JTOMYy MaJIbuUMKY yKe IITHAAATh, a? f1 MOMHIO, KaK Thl BepHYJICS Toraa... Moxert, Xya E He
CTOUT exaTh Ha MMIepckyio 3Be3my?

[Tama Xya CIIOBHO OUHYJICS, IIOCMOTpPEN Ha Xya Llo:

— Teo1 6outrbcs, 4To Xya E 0m030puT ceMbio, Kak g KOra-To?

Crapoe nu1o Xya 110 BHe3amHO IOKPacHEOo:

— 4 npocto 3a604ych 0 HEM, HE X041y, YTOOEI OH IIOBTOPHJI TBOM Iy Th!

— Orer, Te0e He CTOUT OECIIOKOUTHCS, — NULI0 ITambl Xya, 0OBIYHO YIBIOUMBOE, CTANI0 CEPhE3HBIM. —
Xya E — Mo#i CHIH, U ero cynb0y perato 5!



— Xya Ly, 4yTo TH uMeells B BUAy? Thl Moii CHIH, a Xya E — Mo BHYK. [loueMy s He MoTy
BMeILUBATLCS B €ro fena?

— A TH KOTga-HuOYyOb CUMTAIl €T0 CBOMM BHYKOM? — Ha nuile [Tambl Xya MmosiBujlach HaCMEIINBas
ynbIOKa, BEIpaXKeHue CTaao 0COOEHHO Pe3KuM. — B TBOMX TIita3ax TOIbKO Xya JIMHb — TBOM BHYK!

Korpa ITana Xya BepHyscs Ha 3Be3ny [lepeBsHHOro Kapivka, ceMbsi, KOTOpasi KOra-To TOpauiiach
UM, Tellephb CuMuTana ero mo3opoM. OHU UTHOPUPOBAJIM €T0, a Korfaa poauscs Xya E, ux cranu
CUMTaTh IATHOM Ha penyTtauuu. OTel] ¥ CbIH XKUJIM BIIPOT0JIOAb, MajieHbKUM Xya E 4acTo 3aceinar,
00M3kIBas Mmanibllbl 0Tiia. OHU CYIIeCTBOBAU B OMMHOYECTBE, 0€3 KPHIIIK Hafl TOJI0BOM, IIOCTPOUB
BPEMEHHBIN HaBeC...

[Tamma Xya mmoTep BUCKHU. 3a4€M OH BCe 3TO rOBOpPUT? [TomHABIINCE, OH B35 Xya E 3a pyky u BrilIe],
OCTaBUB 3a CIIMHOW pa3rHEeBaHHOTO CTapHUKa.

Onu BriLIM U3 foMa, U [lana Xya 0CTaHOBUJICS, TAXKeJIO Abllia. Xya E moxsonarn ero mo Criu-e,
CMOTPS C OECIIOKOWCTBOM:

— Crapuk, 4TO C TOOOM?
[Tama Xya mepeBen ObIXaHHE, TIOTHSIT TOJIOBY ¥ IMITHPOKO YIBIOHYIICS:

— CBIH, MBI CETOHS BBITYCTWIM IIap, fa? 4 JaBHO XOTeJl 3TO CKa3arTh.

Xya E He cpa3y OHAJ, YTO K YEMY.
— Crapuk, KakK Tak IOJIyYUJIOCh, UYTO MEHS IIPUHSINA B KaKyl0-TO akafeMuo [IpoBOgHUKOB?

— IToToMy 4TO ¥ MOETO ChIHA YHUKAJIBHBEIN TAJIAHT, U €r0 CII0COOHOCTHU [IpOBOOHMKA BHE3AIHO
IPOOYOUITUCE.

B mome Xya Ha3peBana Oypsi.

Xya JIuHb 3amepcs B CBOel KOMHATe, fiep:Ka B pyKe KWHXKaJl, SPOCTHO Llapanas UM IIKypy Ha CTyJIe.
Kaxppsiii yoap ocTaBlisy Cledbl, KOMHaTa HalloJIHUIach OOPEIBKAaMU MeXa, a IIKypa IIpeBpaTuiach B
JIOCKYTHI, pa30pocaHHbIe 110 1oiy. Ero muiio 66110 UCKaXKeHo 371000H, rla3a MOKpPacHEeNH, a BTSN
IIOJIOH HEroJmoBaHUsI!

— OH oka3zancsa HpOBOI[HI/IKOM, THI COXKaJseelb 006 aToM?! — Xya JIVHb BHE3AMHO MOTHSIIT T'OJIOBY, €r0
KPaCHEBIE I'lla3d YCTPEMHUIIUCh Ha YeJIOBEKad, CUOAIIETr0 PAO0OM.

Xapuc Bce 3TO BpeMsi ObLT psigmoM ¢ Xya JInHeM, HO ero MBICIIH ObLTH [ajleKo, ¥ OH He IIPOU3HeC HU
CJIOBa yTellleHus. B ero rojoBe mOCTOSTHHO BCIIbIBal 00pa3 Xya E, MOMEHTEI, TpOBEOeHHEIE BMECTe.
Xya E oka3zaincsa [IpoBogHukomM! B ero ceppiie BCIBIXHYJIa pagoCTh, HO 3aT€M OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO
IIPOM30IIJIO ABA MeCslla Ha3al, U UX IIYTH Pa30NUINCh. XOJIOAHAS BOJIHA Hakphla ero. OH MeTancs
MeXKIy KapoM U X0JI0[0M, IToKa rojioc Xya JIuHs He BepHYN ero K peanbHocTu. OH 00epHYIICS,
03aJa4yeHHO B3TJIIHYB Ha HEro.

Xya JIvHb MON0XKUI KMHXKAJl MeXKOy HOT X3pHca, U Ha ero Jiulle nosiBuiack 6e3yMHas yiabOKa:

— Xapuc, nouyemy 0vl TeOe He BEIOpaTh MeXay MHOM u Xya E?



Ynribka Xya JIuHS cTana OBYCMBICJIEHHOM, €T0 TeJI0 HayaJio MCTO4YaTh CUJIbHEIM 3amax (epoOMOHOB
[IpoBopHuKa. Barnsan Xspuca cTan 3aTyMaHEHHBIM, OH ITI0YYBCTBOBaJI Kap, €ro MBIC/IU CMellalucCh,
obpa3 Xya E Havan ucuyesaTh, ¥ Iepeq ria3aMu 0CTasICs TOJIBKO Xya JIuab. OXBaYeHHHIN CTPACThIO,
OH, He oOpallas BHUMaHUs Ha KUHXKaJ, 00HsN Xya JIuHS.

Xya JIuHb TOKOPHO IPHKAJICS K IPyOu Xapuca, Ha ero rydax 3acTeiia yineioka. OH TOMHUI CI0Ba
MaTepu: Xapuc — Apyr gercTsa Xya E.

«Xya E, To, 9TO THI IEHUIIIB, S MOTI'Yy JIETKO PAa3pPYIIUTh. To, 94TO THI XOYEIlb, 5 MOT'Y JIETKO IIOJIYYUTH».

OHTOHM JIMO TOJTBKO BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY, KaK IIOJTyY¥JI BHIE03aIIpoc ¢ FIMIIepcKoi 3Be3h.
OHTOHU HaXaJl KHOMKY MPUHSATHS, U Iepel HUM IOSBUIACh TOIorpadpudeckas MpOeKIIHs.

l'enepan [uuna Cuc cumesn B Kpecje, CKpeCTUB PYKH, ero 1mo3a Oblya paccialieHHOM, HO He BSIJIOHN,
CKOpee HalloOMUHAJa XUITHUKA, CKPBIBAIOIIET0 OTPOMHYI0 MOIIb. ETo JTbHSTHEIE BOJIOCH CITaflaik Ha
7100, SHTapHbIE TJla3a U3NTydaly OCTPHIM cBeT. Ero 6poBu OBIIK I'YCTHIME, HOC TIPSIMBIM, @ ITOI00POMIOK
ClerKa 3a0CTPEeHHBIM, Co3MaBas 00pa3 COBEPIIEHCTBA U BEHICOKOMEPHS.

— ITonkOBHUK DHTOHHU, ECTh JIX HOBOCTHU C 3Be3Mrl [lepeBsuHoro Kapnuka? — HU3Ku romaoc [JuuHa
IIPpO3By4Yasl B KOMHATeE, B €r0 SHTApHBIX IJla3ax MeJIbKHYJI HUHTEPEeC, CJI0BHO OH YEro-TO OXHUAall.

OHTOHHU, 0OBIYHO COXPAHSIOUIMN KaMeHHOe JIUII0, C YCUIUEM YIILIOHYIICS:
— I'enepar, onuH [TPOBOJHUK MMPOHUK B MOM MEHTAJIbHEIM Oaphep U MIPOIIEIT TECT.

IUuH BCTAJI CO CTYJIa, ero BLICOKOE TEeJI0 BRIIPSAMUI0Ch. OH clerka HaKJIOHUJICS BIepe[l, BU3yaJIbHO
npUONIU3UBIIKACH K IHTOHYU, 00HAXKUB CEKCyasbHYI0 KiTounily. OH IIpOBeJI MajbIleM 10 TOI00POIKY,
€0 T'0JIOC CTaJl XPUTLIIBIM:

— Kaxk 30ByT 3toro IIpoBogurka? Kakoro ypoBHsl ero MeHTaJibHas cuia’?

IuuH U3ny4asn xapu3My, 0cCOOEHHO Ha TaKOM paccTosiHuu. Eciu 661 QHTOHM ObLT [IDOBOTHUKOM, €T0
HoTH OBl yKe mopkocunuck. Ho QHTOHU OB YacoBBIM, U €T0 He 3aTPOHYIHM (GepOMOHH [IurHa.
OpHako, KaK YacoBo#, OH ITOYYyBCTBOBAJI UCXOIAIIYI0 OT [[MMHa arpecCui0 1 UHCTUHKTHUBHO OTCTYIIUII
Ha Iar.

OHTOHU HaxKaJl HeCKOJIbKO KJIaBUIII Ha CBOEM IIJIaHIETe, U PAAOM C HUM MOSBUIACh gpyras
rosiorpaMMa. Ha Heii OblT n300paxkeH XpynKui ogpocToK. OH OBLI XyOBIM, C TEMHOU KOXKeH U
KOPOTKOM CTPUKKOM, HO €ro rja3a ObUIM SIPKUMU U JKUBEIMU. PSIIOM C €r0 TeJIOM IOSBUIUCH CTPOKHU
TEKCTa.

Xya E, naTHaguaTh NeT, 0e3 rpaXKOoaHCTBa, HpOBOI[HI/IK HHU3IMETO YPOBHA.

— leneparn, ero 30ByT Xya E. Ero ypoBeHb MEeHTaIbHOU CUJIBI IOKA HU3KWU, HO €CTh IOTEHIUA AJIS
pocta. Ha 3Be3pe [lepeBsHHOro Kapsvka OH CaMBIY IEPCIEKTUBHEIY [IDOBOOHUK, — CYXO [OJIOKHUII
OHTOHM.

Cger B rna3ax [JurHa norac. OH CHOBa CeJl B KPECJIO, eT0 HaXMypeHHble OPOBY BbIJaBalu
pasodapoBaHue.

— LIBeTHas Kanycrta? — npousHec [IUMH 3TO UMS, eT0 OPOBU CABUHYJINUCH ellle CUIbHEee. Y Hero He
ObLJI0 HUKAKUX TEIJIBIX YYBCTB K TOMY, KTO IIPU IIEPBOY BCTPEUYe Ha3Basl ero KPhICOM U aXe YKYCHIT
ero.



— Pa3Be 0H He OOBIYHBIN YETI0BEK? — CIIPOCHUI [IUuH.
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