B KOMHaTe TYCKJIO MepIiajl CBeT CBeueii, OKHa U JB€PH OBIIM MIJIOTHO 3aKPHITHL. Ha KpoBaTu nexarn
YeJI0BEK, TEJI0 KOTOPOro Ob1y10 06MOTaHO OMHTaMH, a KPOBb IIPOCAYXBaiach CKBO3b HUX. PaHEHEIN
OBIJT TIOKPEIT IIOTOM, JIUI[0 MCKAKEHO I'PUMACOMH, CJIOBHO OH OBIJT IIOTPYKeH B KOIIMap.

W meicTBUTENBHO, OH OBII B IIJIEHY Y2KaCOB, HE B CHJIaX BBI6paTbC5{.

To MenbKanu KIUHKYA ¥ MEeYH, ero TOBapUIIX, C KOTOPEIMU OH OEJIAJI Ka}KJIBIfI OEHD, JIe2XKaJla C
OTPY6J'IGHHBIMI/I roJiIOBaMU, HX I''la3d IDHPOKO OTKPHBITHI, d BOKPYT aPHUJI KpOBEleII:I afm.

To CHBIIIANCS IIENOT, CIOBHO Y MaJIeHbKUX NEMOHOB, BOKPYT TOJIIMUINCE JIIOOX C HEPAIJIUNYUMBIMHA
JINIIaMH, YKa3bIBaJIM Ha HETO U HaCMeXaJIuCh, BCE OBLITO TYMaHHO 1 HEsICHO.

Emme ogHa clieHa: TOJIBKO YTO IIPHUIITIA BECTh O TSKEJ0M 60Ie3HN UMIepaTopa. Yuutesis Moy BCio
HOYb IIPOCUIEJ Y OKHA, & Ha CJIeOYIOMUY JeHb cOOPasl BCeX UX.

— BpewMs He Ha Hallle# CTOPOHe, — CKa3all OH. — Temeps, KOTIa K BIIAaCTH MPHUIIUIK MTpefaTeNly U
JIKeIsl, 3a1 cTpaxu LIMHb, KaK Med B pyKax UMIIepaTopa, CTajl IepBOH IeJbio OIS YHUYTOKEHUS,
Brl He GouTeck?

— He 6oumcs! — XOPOM OTBETHUIIX OECATKH CTPAXKHUKOB, 3aIIOJTHUBINNX KOMHATY. Ha ux nuiax
YuTalaCb rOTOBHOCTh YMEPETh, HO HE CTPaX.

Moy CuHYXKY B3TJITHYJ Ha HUX U C TPYCTHIO YIIEIOHYIICS.
OH CTOSIT B TOJIE, HE TOMHS BBIpAXKEHUS JIUIA YUUTEIs], HO CJIBIIIA eT0 CJIOBa.

— HimmepaTop ocHOBam 3an cTpaxu LluHb, 4TOOB KOHTPOJIUPOBATE CHUJIBI PEUHOT0 MUPA U
IpegoTBpaIiaTh OECIOPSOKY B IIPaBUTEILCTBE. Temeps Te, KTO He CMOT IIPUBJIEYb HAC Ha CBOIO
CTOPOHY, XOTAT YHUUTOXKUTH 3TOT Me4, U 5 Oyay nmepBeiM. HO 4TO 3HQUUT MOSI KU3HL? f 60I0Ch, YTO B
3TOM Mupe 00JbIle He OyOeT MUpa, U JIIogu He OyIyT XKUTh CIIOKOKHO.

— BHI, pe6siTa, 4acTo IOBEPraiCh HaCMeIlIKaM CO CTOPOHBEI PEYHOT0 MUPa Kak IICHl KMIIePaTopa.
[Tocne Toro, kKak ¢ [uns IllaneMm cioyuunack 6efia, BE Teprienu. f 3Ha0, YTO BaM OBIJIO TSXKEJI0, HO BhI
HUKOTITIa He XKajoBanuchk. 4, Moy CuH4YXKY, BUHOBAT Nepef BaMu!

C stumu cioBaMu Moy CUHYXKY BCTaJl U IIOKJIOHUJICS UM.
— Vuurensb!
— Yuutens, He HYXKHO!

Bce IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINE ObLIH MY2KECTBEHHBIMH MYXKYWNHAMMH, IIPDUBBEIKINUMHA K TPDYOHOCTSAM, HO, YBHUIIEB,
Kak Moy CHHYXKM KIIaHSAETCS, OHU TIOKPaCHEJIN OT CMYIIIEHU.

Moy CunuYXHn OIIYCTHUJIICA HaA KOJIEHHU, HE II03BOJIAA UM IIOOHATH ce0s.

— 41 3Haro, YTO BUHOBAT IIepel BaMH, 3HAIO, YTO IIyTh BIIEpe[l TYMaHeH, HO BCe XKe OTIIPaBIISIO BaC Ha
CMepPThb. ITOT MOKJIOH BBl 3acimykunu! — Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OH Me[JIEHHO IIOAHSII TOJI0BY, Ha
€ro CIIOKOMHOM JIHIle TIOSIBHJIACh YIBIOKA, ¥ OH ITOCMOTPE Baaiab. — Ilociie 3aBTpAIIHEro AHS UOUTe
¥ HAUOuTe ero.

— TonBKO Tak s1 CMOTY YCIIOKOUTHCS.

Ha cnepytomuit neHs 110 IpUKa3y BLOBCTBYIOIIeH uMnepaTpuilbl Moy CuHuxku OblI 0OBUHEH B



M3MeHe U Ka3HeH BMeCTe CO BCell CBOel ceMbel, YTOOHI CITyKUTh IPUMEPOM AJIST APYTUX.
B ToT meHb KpoBb ceMbu Moy CHHUYXKY OKpacuia CTOJIUILLY.

B Ty HOUb BOoCeMbIECAT BOCEMb OBRICTPHIX KOHEM, HECYIINX IIOCIIeIHNE UCKPHL 3ajla cTpaxu LIuHb,
TIOKUHYJIU TOPOT,.

OH Tep1men rojiofl, X0I0 ¥ IIOTOHY, HAMPaBIsAsACh Ha 10T, HO HA Ha MTHOBeHUe He 3a0bIBasl cjioBa Moy
CHUHYXKHU.

— Woute u Hauoure ero.
— Iloka OoH XKuB, 3a5 cTpaxu LIUHb TOXKE KUB.
Hauitu ero, HailT¥ KOMaHAyOLIero 3ana cTpaxu L{uHb!

YenmoBeK Ha KPOBATH BHE3AMHO OTKPHII I'JIa3a U U3MaJl HU3KUH CTOH, HAMyTaB JeBYIIKY, KOTOpas
coOupasnach IepeBsi3aTh ero PaHHl.

— THL... THL OYHYJICA.
Baiingub, yBULEB, UTO OH OTKPLUI I'Nla3a, CHavyasla UCIyrauachk, a 3aTeM 00paioBaach.
— [Tomoxnu, s 1030BY AEOYLIKY.

Owna BhIOe3Kasia U3 KOMHATH], OCTaBUB YEJI0BeKa, KOTOprfI TOJIBKO YTO M30eKal CMEepPTH, B
onuHodecTBe. OH CMOTPEII Ha IIOTOJIOK, He ITIOHNMad, I'hie HaXOOUTCA. ITocnemHee, 4TO OH IIOMHUII, —
9TO KakK €ero IIpecjieJoBaJIi U OH €[IBd CIIaCCs B I'/IYyXOM IIEPEYIIKE.

A moTom?

OH NOMHHJI TOJIBKO, YTO KOT'a MBa MeUYHHKa CO6I/IpaJ'II/ICb Y6I/ITL ero, KTO-TO IIOA0CIIeN Ha ImoMoIs. OH
CJIBIIIA I'0JIOCA, BUOEI HECKOJIBKO (bI/Il"yp, HO Bce Obln0 HesicHo. Ero crmaciu?

B 3TOT MOMEHT ABEPE CHOBA OTKPHIJIACh, 1 B KOMHATY BOIIJIM HECKOJIBKO Y€EJIOBEK C PAaOOCTHBIMU
JINIIaMH. Cu T‘IC—)HBI.T.IYI;I IIeJI BIiepenu, eaBa baiinsnb BhIIIIA, Kak OH BOPBAJICA BHYTPE.

— OuHyncs, O4UHyJNCsS! ITOT MapeHb YTO-HUOYyab MOMHUT? OH B co3HaHUU? [laiiTe MHE TOCMOTPETD.
BenoOpoBhIl TOCTH I IOCIEAHUM U, YCIIBIIIAB 9T0, C COXKaJleHueM CKa3all:

— Monopnou Mactep Cu, 3TOT YeNIOBEK TSXKeJI0 PaHeH, IOTEPSI MHOI'O KPOBU U €fiBa CIlaccs OT
cMepTH. He CTOUT TOPOIIUTECA.

— Kak He ToponuThca? f XAy, TOKa OH MpupeT B ce0s1, 4TOOH BCe BHIICHUTD U OTPe60oBaTh Harpamy
ot luns Mlang.

Huss [lanb, KoMaHOyOIMI! ?
YcrpiaB 3T0, YeJI0BeK Ha KPOBATH IOMBITAJICS MMOTHSITHCH.
— OU, He IBUTAUCH.

Kro-To mommepakarn ero, 6opmMoya:



— Twi yero Topomuibesa? 1 TOMTBKO CKa3aj, YTO CIpoIiy Te0s, Ho He CKa3aJ, Korma. He HyXKHO Tak
BOJIHOBAThCS, yCablmaB uMs Lunp [IlaHs, Kak O6yaTo YBUOEN POOUTENEH.

YBUpEB €ro nui0, paHEHbIN YIUBUIICS.
— Cu Youpuryn?
Cu YsHbIIyY OMEINI.

— Tra MeHs 3Haemsb? [Torogu, MOXKeT, S B CIKMCKaxX Bamero 3ajna ctpaxu Lluas? Het, Bam 3an
ctpaxu Lluub 60bllle HE CYIIECTBYET, Yero MHe 60AThCS?

— 91 yeTHIpHAANATHIN... — CKa3asl paHeHbd. — B [lluck.  Bumen Te0s HECKOJIBKO Pa3 PSIOOM C
KOMaHAYIOIINUM.

Toneko Torga Cu I‘ISHI:IJ.IYIL/'I YCIIOKOHUIICA XU BHUMATEJIBHO PAaCCMOTPEII JIUIIO 3TOr0 9YEJIOBEKA.

Boait [1Iuckl, OH MOMHUJI, 3TO OB OOWH M3 CTPAXKHUKOB, KOTOPHIM BCerga ciemoBast 3a Luns [lanem.
Torpa ou Ovin elrie pebenkoM, u Llunas [lans nuuHo o6ydan ero. Cu UYsHbIIyH IOMHWII, YTO TOTHa Bau
[Iuce OGbII0 BCETO TPUHAAIATh-4ETHIPHAALIATE JIET, & CelYac eMy efiBa HCIIOIHUIIOCH ABafLaTh.

Tako# 10HOIIa TOXKe OB IpecienyeM U efBa He oru0? B ero cepiile BCIBIXHYIK THEB ¥ 001a, XOTS
OH He 3HaJI, Ha KOro.

— Cu Ysnburyit! — Bau [Iuck Kpenko cxBaTUi ero. — THl 3Haelllb, e Hall KoMaHAyomui? C HUM
BCe B nopsaake? EMy OBbIJIO TSXKEJ0 3TH TOOBI?

Cu YsHblnyH, BUs, 4YTO OH CaM B TAaKOM COCTOSIHUHM, HO Bce elre 6ecrokoutcs o Luns Illane,
CMSITYHMIICS.

— I'myneiit ManbyuInKa, TBOM KOMaHAYIOIIUY XKUBET IPEKPACHO, eCT U IILET, Y HET0 eCTh CIYTU U
Bpay4H, OH faXke UrpaeT C [OJIOBUHOU peyHoro Mupa. Tebe He 0 4eM 6eCIOKOUTHCS.

[Tocne atux cmoB Boaii IlIuckl HaKOHEI] YIBIOHYICS.
— Xoportio.
Psimom pa3manuch HECKOJBKO BO3TrIacoB, ¥ Bau IIIKCE CHOBa IOTEPSI CO3HAHUE.

Ha 10T pa3s B ero cHe He ObIJI0 6€CKOHEUHOM KPOBH, TOJILKO OOUH YEeJI0OBEK C IIHPOKOM M KPEIKOn
CIIMHOM.

IToka lluns [llaub xkuB, 3an cTpaxu LIMHb TOXKE KUB.
Ilom Bce ele CylIeCTBYeT.

BalinsiHb Bolla B KOMHATY C MUCKOM JIEKaPCTBEHHOTO OTBapa U yBupena, uto Bai [Iluck cugut Ha
KpPOBaTH, ONIyCTUB I'0JI0OBY. B KoMHaTe OBIZIO TEMHO, I0OHOIIA CMOTPEJI Ha CBOIO JIaloHb, KOTOpas Oblia
IIPOIMTaHa IIOTOM MJM KpoBhi0. OHa UcHyranach, 6pocusia MUCKY 4 mobexkaa Hapyxy, Ijlayda.

— llenyiika, genylika, YeTHPHAAATE UCTeKaeT KPOBLIO, OH yMpeT!

B xomuaTte Bou IIIuckl IHIIL MOTYAII.



Korga BenoGpoBLii TOCTh U €r0 CTapIiiii Y4eHUK MTOCIENININ BHYTPh, OHU YBULEIN CMYIIeHHOT0o Bal
[ITuce ¥ HanyraHHYI0 Bainsaub. 9To He ObUIO TeM, 4TO oxkuman bemnobposriii rocts. OH CIIPOCUIT:

— YT0 cny4unocs?
Boii ITucel ¢ TOpbKOU yNIBIOKOM 00BSACHUI:
— {1 crmyyailHO ONPOKMHYII YalllKy C YaeM, Bofa Ionaja Ha MeHs, 3TO He KPOBb.

— O, s, KaxeTcs, ommbiack, — ckadasa bainsaub. OHa omycTuiIa rojioBy, Tepebs Kpai cBoei
OJIeXX[IHI, €€ TJla3a Bce elre ObITM KPaCHBIMHU.

YBumeB, 4TO [IeBYIIKa €r0 Bo3pacTa BHTISAUT Tak, Bai IlIuck moyyBcTBOBAs, OYATO OOKOET €€, U
pacTepsiicsi. benoOpoBLIl rOCTh, IPUBHIKIIKAY K TAKUM CUTYallUsIM, BeJlesl CTaplIeMy YYeHUKY
BbIBeCTHU baiingub u3 KoMHaTH. Ha BrIxome Balinsnb fepkKasa cBoero crtapiiero 6paTa 3a pykas, ee
JIUII0 BEIpazkano 00Uy U OCTAaTKM CTpaxa.

Boii Illucel mogyMmar, 4To He MOHUMAET, KaK bemoOpoBeIi rOCTh, U3BECTHBIA MacTep 00eBHIX
MCKYCCTB, MOT BOCIIUTaTh CBOIO BHYYKY C TaKUM XapaKTePOM U B3SITb €e C C0O0M B peUHON MUD.
Pa3Be 9T0 He BCe paBHO YTO OTIIPABUTh STHEHKA B CTAI0 BOJIKOB?

Ho aTo He Ov1n10 €ro 3a60TOM.
— YBaxkaeMbIi rocrioguH benoOpoBHIT.
Baii [lIucel TOYTUTEIEHO 00paTUiICS K HEMY.

JIrogu u3 3ana cTpaxu LIuHb 0TIMYanuch 0T 0OBIYHBIX MacTepOB 00EBHIX UCKYCCTB, OHU HUKOTTA He
MICII0/Ih30BaI MIOYTUTEIbHEIE 00pallleHus K CTapiuM. [IJ1 HUX Te, KTO COBEPIINII IPECTYIIEHNUS,
ObLTM IPECTYIIHUKAMHU, a Te, KTO He COBepIInJI, — 00RYHBIMY MogbMu. Ho K Beno6poBomy roctio Bai
[ITrchl OTHOCHUIICS C YBaXKeHUEM, TakK Kak ToT Obut cTapumuM ans Luns [Hlans.

— B nocnengHue OHU S BaM CHJILHO Melllaj, — cka3saj Bai Iluckl. — Ho ceiiyac s B 0IIacHOCTH, U
€CJIM CMOT'y CBSI3aThCSI C KOMAHIYIOIIUM, TO CPa3y OTIPABIIIOCh, YTOOH HE 06peMeHSTh Bac.

— Xe-xe, — BenoOpoBkIii TOCTE TOTIAANUIT CBOU IJIMHHBEIE OPOBU, HO HUYEro He cKa3ay. OH MpOoXKUI
CTOJIBKO JIET U IPEKPacHO IIOHKUMaJI, 0 YeM AyMaeT 3TOT 0oHoLIa. OH IIPOCTO XOTEN Y3HaTh, I'Ae
Haxomutcsa Lluue [llaHb, 1 HE TOBEPSI UM.

— He 6ecnokorics, — cka3an benoOpoBeii rocts. — Ecnu 51 Halimy AmraHs, g cpa3dy coo0Iy eMy, YTo
THI 30ecCh. [Ipo6GeMa B TOM, UTO celidac Mbl He 3HAeM, I'lie OH MOXKeT ObITh. Cu UsHbIIyH ObLT B TOM
MecCTe, HO TaM y2Ke HUKOTO HeT.
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